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Alton Brown and The Home of the Swinging Steak 
 

       Looking as tired and scruffy as a couple possibly could look after visiting the Four 
Corners and Monument Valley, and being quite ravenously hungry, Ben and I decided 
to stop for dinner at the next little town.  It turned out to be the tiny town of Mexican Hat, 
Utah, population 88, in the middle of nowhere. The only bistro was an open-air place 
known as The Home of the Swinging Steak because of the way meats were cooked 
over a grill that swung back and forth across coals, a system giving the chef time to run 
quickly for more wood for the fire. After being seated at a table there we soon ordered 
simple foods, a veggie burger for Ben and a hamburger for me.   
       As we were finishing eating, a voice boomed out with an announcement, “The Food 
Network will be filming Alton Brown’s Feasting on Asphalt tonight.” An aficionado of 
Alton Brown and that TV network, I asked a waiter if I could meet him, and soon Ben 
and I were introducing ourselves to a very cordial Alton Brown.  I asked Brown if I could 
sketch him, and, he, commenting that he had not ever been drawn, immediately 
plopped down on a picnic bench and posed.  I made a fairly quick sketch, which he 
signed, adding to the page his characteristic little logo of a simple face. While I was 
sketching him a camera loomed near my face, and soon I was pulled over to sign a 
release in case I later on might be on the network show (we were very briefly on 
Feasting on Asphalt, Session 3). Brown invited us to be network guests for dinner, but 
we had to decline as we had already eaten (or I’d have ordered a steak instead of a 
hamburger), but he then asked us if we’d at least like a beer. Ben was about to say we 
had to get going, but I nudged Ben in the ribs, spoke up, and said Yes!  So, courtesy of         

                               
The Food Network and Alton Brown, we each drank a bottle of a popular local brew, 
Polygamy Porter. We were amused by the beer bottle’s rather salacious logo, an image 
of a man surrounded by women. Written underneath the logo are the words WHY JUST 
HAVE ONE and take some home to the wives!   
      As we drove away into the night to our next stop we wondered at the unreality of the 
experience, the unlikelihood of it, an oddness accentuated by seeing enormous 
jackrabbits hopping about along the road.  Had this really happened to us? It had, and 
in fact we eventually were on television (where we were described as “teachers from 
Florida”).  The brief clip showed me sketching him, and it included both a close-up of  
my hand holding the pen that rests on the sketch as well as a view of a long picnic table 
where Ben was sitting with a group of motorcycling Germans. Several weeks later, very 
much to our surprise, a package containing Feasting on Asphalt hats and t-shirts from 
Alton Brown and the Food Network arrived in our mailbox!   
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Julia Baird 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

    In 2016 when the Mersey Beatles tribute group came to Tallahassee, they were 
accompanied by Julia Baird, a half-sister of John Lennon.  The performance at the 
Sidebar Theater was excellent, and we enjoyed it immensely, thinking it to be the best 
of some four tribute bands we had seen over the years. Particularly, though, we were 
quite delighted to have a chance to talk with Julia Baird after the performance. A petite 
and gentle woman, she spoke for several minutes with us.  We bought a copy of her 
book Imagine This:  Growing up with my Brother, John Lennon, and she signed it “For 
Mary and Ben, with best wishes from Julia.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Ray Charles 
 
 

 
 

    From 1972-2004 until my husband Ben and I retired from teaching English at Albany 
State University in Albany, Georgia, we attended spring graduation ceremonies.  Over 
the years we heard commencement speech after commencement speech, but in spite 
of some outstanding ones not a one of them topped the 2002 address by the iconic Ray 
Charles. By that year I was a full professor, and since those in that category led the way 
into the auditorium, I was seated up front with the best view in the house, so to speak.  
As we waited for all the students to file in we could see Ray Charles running his fingers 
over the braille words for his address, reviewing his talk before he stepped to the 
podium. When he did address the crowd he spoke so touchingly and beautifully that I 
will long remember how his words affected me. Those words were profound, perceptive, 
and brilliant. I really wish I had the text of his talk, or better yet a video of it.  
 
 I wanted to sketch Ray Charles as he stood up there formally at the podium, but 
the only available paper was the commencement program itself. It sufficed. I tried to be 
stealthy in my sketching and do not know if anyone noticed my pen moving on the 
program, but I felt compelled to draw him, and I am glad that I did. Later on when I 
showed the drawing to the university president, Dr. Portia Holmes Shields, she tried 
mightily to talk me out of it, but I did not share it. 
 
 For logical reasons, this sketch is not signed, and is the only one in the exhibit 
that does not have the subject’s signature. 



 
 

Chubby Checker 
 

 
      On a 2011 cruise a special time had been allotted for those who wanted to line up 
for signatures from Chubby Checker, the man who was famous for dancing the twist as 
well as for singing about it. My sketch of Chubby holding the microphone began at his 
evening performance where I drew his figure in pencil. Also as I sometimes do I took a 
photo of him, as he rarely stood still at all while on stage. That evening I finished up the 
drawing in my cabin, inked it in, and added color to the sketch.  His blue denim outfit 
benefited from the addition, in all likelihood, and though the drawing looked more like a 
caricature than some of my sketches do, it was in reality more spot on than some of my 
drawings, or so I thought. I’m not sure Chubby Checker was as enamored of it, because 
a day or two later at the special signing session Checker commented of the drawing, “it 
makes me look like a pit bull!”  
 

                        
      A day or two later while wandering around the ship I spotted Chubby Checker and 
his wife at a table on the Lido. They both looked smooth-faced, with excellent 
complexions, either by luck or dermatological assistance.  She did not look 69, nor did 
he look 70. Also at the table was the exuberant and self-assured DJ host Jerry Blavat, a 
Philadelphia icon, compendium-of-all-things-sixties, and oldies music promoter. Blavat, 
known as “the Geator with the Heater” and “The Big Boss with the Hot Sauce,” debuted 
on the first American Bandstand show in 1963.  From a distance I sketched the trio as 
they talked and ate, then sauntered over to the table.  After all three signed I noted as I 
was walking away that Checker’s wife had written  
    Catharina Evans Lodders 
    Miss World 1962 
    from the Netherlands.  
 In retrospect, I wonder if it was a way of affirming that she is important also, that 
she too is a person of significant status.  
 



 
 

Dale Chihuly 
 
 

 
 

 Years ago when the iconic glass artist Dale Chihuly was scheduled to conduct a 
workshop for youngsters at the Albany (Georgia) Museum of Art and volunteers were 
needed to assist in the session, I was delighted to help.  I am not sure what all Chihuly 
actually did during the session but do recall his lavishing of bright and colorful acrylic 
paint on huge and thick paper pieces of paper. I seriously wondered if he was in part 
using the event to promote the paint he brought with him, boxes of four ounce bottles of  
Golden Fluid Acrylic with the words Chihuly Custom Fluid on the label.  Admittedly it 
was good paint, as later I ended up acquiring and using some of it. Chihuly shared this 
product in a unique way at the workshop. Children and volunteers had been asked to 
bring an extra set of tennis shoes to the session and we then lined up all the shoes for 
Chihuly. Later at one point he upended various bright bottles of colorful liquid acrylic 
and squeezed out wriggly lines of color on the shoes as he walked down the row. I had 
brought an old pair of leather tennis shoes that were decorated by him—but not 
signed—along with all the rest, but sadly they did not long stand the test of time. 
 How my signed sketch of the intriguing artist came about is Chihuly’s fault.  
Chihuly’s distinctive appearance absolutely caused me to feel compelled to draw him.  
The man looked like he had stuck his finger in a light socket, causing his hair to splay 
out crazily. And he wore a black eye patch because of an eye injury caused by a 
serious car accident in 1976. My sketching hand itched to catch what I saw, but I did not 
have any sketch paper whatsoever with me.  Anxiously I asked those around me for 
paper, and finally someone scrounged up a thin piece of lined notebook paper.  
Necessity dictated its use, and I made a drawing that captured exactly how he appeared 
to my eye and pen.  I’m not always by any means satisfied with the result of a sketch, 
but I was in this case.  Then came the problem:  I wanted to ask him to sign it, but how 
would he respond to my rendition of the great Dale Chihuly?  I screwed up my courage, 
went over to him, and asked if he’d sign the sketch.  He really liked it and readily signed 
it with the words “Good Job” above his name.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
Petula Clark 

 
 

                                              
 
 Luckily I was able to talk with the gracious and beautiful singer and actress 
Petula Clark in a quiet moment. At that time near an elevator when our paths crossed 
no cruise ship hubbub was about, no rushing of cruise passengers on the way to dinner 
or a scheduled performance. Her concert the previous day had been superb! She was 
elegant, in excellent voice, and had put on an exceptional performance, singing 
Downtown, Don’t Sleep in the Subway, A Sign of the Times, and other songs with the 
dynamism of a young woman.  How could anyone possibly believe that she was 81?!  
When I showed Petula Clark my drawing of her, Petula’s only comment about it was 
that she thought I might have put a bit of extra hair on the back of her head! Her 
signature is lovely, literally:  the word Love, and a swirl of the first letter of her name that 
rounds its way under the word love.  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Jim Fowler 
 

 

                      
 
 
 
 
 Because I had worked on and was interested in the field of family and oral 
history, I once was invited to a Georgia plantation, along with two Albany State 
University colleagues, for a conversation with its landowner and his family about getting 
down in print some of the history of the property.  That evening we were joined by Jim 
Fowler, career biologist, long-time host of Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom, and 
frequent supplier of wild and exotic animals to Johnny Carson’s Tonight Show.  Jim 
invited the two of us who had opted to stay overnight to come the next day to Fowler 
Farms, his nearby property, for a safari-style jeep ride among the wild creatures he 
raises.  Some of the animals go to zoos while others such as ostrich, emu, and rhea 
were raised to be sold to restaurants because their meat is quite healthy. The bouncy 
jeep jaunt over the property gave us glimpses near and far of the wild animals. On my 
sketch of him Jim Fowler wrote,  
  I hope you enjoyed our safari in Georgia!    
   “Wild Kingdom”   
      Jim Fowler 
Indeed, I enjoyed the Southwest Georgia safari on Jim Fowler’s Farm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Lesley Gore 
 
 
 

                                   
 
 The power and intensity of Lesley Gore’s performance as she sang “You Don’t 
Own Me” is nearly impossible to describe. In 1963 when she first jetted it into the ranks 
of song chart fame she was a high school junior, fresh from her first top-of-the-charts 
song It’s My Party. Of her second hit that became a feminist anthem Gore said, My take 
on the song was; I’m 17, what a wonderful thing, to stand up on a stage and shake your 
finger at people and sing you don’t own me. But given the passage of time and Gore’s 
decades of life experiences, any audience member hearing what The New York Times 
called an “incredibly defiant” ballad cannot help but reel, sensing the deep-seated 
intensity of Gore’s feelings arising from the heart’s core.  Of course in performance the 
vitality of her delivery of all her hits was spectacular, but her riveting execution of You 
Don’t Own Me goes down in my memory as one of the most intense audience 
experiences that I have ever had. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jerome “Little Anthony” Gourdine 
 

 Under any ordinary circumstance my husband and I would not have attended 
anything called a Renewal of Vows Ceremony, but when Little Anthony was listed on 
the 15 May 2010 cruise log as the man to conduct said ceremony we signed up. By the 
time we arrived at the site for the event a rather large group of passengers had 
assembled on the deck in anticipation of the arrival of the very famous master of 
ceremonies. He came dressed in rather unlikely garb for this type of ritual: a baseball 
cap, shorts, sunglasses, a shirt with two flowery designs on each side of the center row 
of buttons, socks, and sandals.  
 

                                            
 
 
 After sundry commentary, Little Anthony asked all of us at the ceremony to rise, 
repeat words he fed to us, and thereby renew our vows.  The precise words of our vows 
on that day escape me, but I do recall that we promised to continue to doo-wop 
together. My husband mentioned to Anthony that he was an unlikely person to conduct 
a ceremony in which people vowed to continue their relationships, because some of his 
famous songs were Hurt so Bad, Tears on My Pillow, and I’m on the Outside! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



David Letterman 
 

 
 

 For four months in 1980 David Letterman hosted an NBC morning comedy show. 
During part of that time both my husband Ben and I were participants in separate 
National Endowment for the Humanities seminars at Columbia University. Toward the 
end of our seminars, when some members of Ben’s family visited us in New York City,  
we acquired a few tickets for one of his shows. The busy set interested me, and I soon 
began to wish I had a sketch tablet with me so I could capture it on paper.  
Unfortunately, when I rummaged around, I only found a thin rectangular sheet of what 
looked more like European toilet paper than suitable material for a drawing. I’m not sure 
what it was, perhaps wrapping paper for a purchase we just had made, but I had to 
make do with what I had. So, while the show rolled on, I drew the set’s details, 
Letterman and the stage crew, scruffily drawing in six people in all.  
 
 As the program ended, I began to wonder if I might be able to meet Letterman 
and obtain his signature on the sketch; my sister-in-law Ann gladly accompanied me as 
I headed toward the set to inquire if he would be available. On the way up I showed the 
sketch to Frank Owens, the band leader for the Dave Letterman Symphony Orchestra, 
who liked the drawing and signed it. I asked my question about obtaining Dave’s 
signature to a petite stagehand wearing a shiny silk jacket with the name of the name of 
the Letterman’s show on the back of it.  She had us follow her behind the scenes to 
Dave, who by then had changed his shirt and jacket for a sweatshirt emblazoned with 
the name of his Indiana alma mater, Ball State University. Dave talked genially with us, 
discussing Indiana colleges and universities. Ann, chiming in, told Dave that in the 
Lawson family six members held degrees from the more renowned Purdue University.  
 
 
 
 

                             



 
Darlene Love 

 
 
 

                                                 
 
 
 The sketch of the lovely Darlene Love was finished, and I thought it caught the 
animated spirit of her 2012 shipboard performance. Earlier in her life Love had worked 
with the gifted but peculiar wall-of-sound maestro Phil Spector, acted successfully on 
Broadway (in Grease, Carrie, Hairspray) and movies (Lethal Weapon), and was the 
voice of He’s a Rebel and other popular songs.  Yes, I had made a sketch of her when 
she was on stage but I did not have her signature on it. Sigh.   
 The next day I planned to do a little shopping and sketching during a several-
hour port stop, so disembarked. Not long into my visit on the island I spotted ahead of 
me the fluffy hair of Darlene Love. As I hastened to catch up with her I found that she 
was surprisingly fast-paced, which I might have thought entirely possible given her on-
stage energy the previous evening. Luckily I caught up with her and she signed my 
drawing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                      



 
                               YoYo Ma 

 

                                                                      
          
 In 1997 twelve of us—professors and two teachers--were awaiting our plane in a 
crowded Wuhan, China, airport. Another group stood out in the large waiting area, a 
throng of youngsters in their early teens wearing blue jumpsuits emblazoned on the 
back with the words Asian Youth Orchestra. Ever curious and not knowing Mandarin, I 
approached a blonde-haired white woman who seemed to be attached with the young 
people, and I asked her about the group. She told me they were with YoYo Ma and had 
just performed in the concert welcoming Hong Kong back to China. My eyes widened:  I 
love the music of YoYo Ma, and so asked if he were there.  She gestured over to a man 
sitting on the floor while resting his back and head against the wall. I quickly pulled out 
my small sketchbook, made two rapid and simple drawings of him, then returned to the 
blond woman and inquired if he might be asked to sign the one I thought to be the better 
of the two sketches.  By that time YoYo Ma was standing up, and he came over to me 
and spent time looking through the pages of my sketchbook that I’d been working on for 
the last few days.  He asked about the program I was in, praised my drawings, and 
signed my sketch, then reached out to shake my hand!   
 Other participants in my group (a Fulbright-Hays Seminar, Tradition and 
Transformation in China) were asked to present detailed lesson plans illustrating how 
they will incorporate what they have learned in China into their classrooms once they 
returned home.  However, after seeing all the ink drawings I was doing along the way, 
the seminar director, Professor Raj Sashti, asked me to incorporate a selection of my 
drawings into a booklet so he could send them to the Washington Fulbright 
headquarters as my part of the group’s required submissions. Later Sashti reported that 
my particular submission had caused his report to “come to the top of the heap.”   
 My booklet of selected China drawings included the sketch of YoYo Ma, so when 
he later came to Tallahassee to perform, I wanted to get to him a copy of the booklet.  
The first time YoYo Ma was here I was unable to deliver it to him, but soon after his later 
visit, the director of Florida State’s Opening Nights was able to send it to him.  I received 
a note of thanks from a staff member of his saying that the iconic cellist would be on 
tour for several upcoming months. A few more months passed by. Then, to my utter 
astonishment, a personal letter handwritten by YoYo Ma came directly from his home in 
Boston. Within the envelope, on a card with his name on the top of it, he wrote, 
  Dear Mary,  
 I am stunned and moved by your reminiscences and your sketches.  
 Many many thanks.  
    Sending you  
    warmest wishes- 
    YoYo Ma 

 



Chris Montez 

 
 A 2013 Malt Shop Memories cruise brought into my radar an acquaintanceship 
with Chris Montez, whom I’d not heard of before.  A special session featuring his life 
apprised the audience of this vocalist and guitarist whose music ranged from rock and 
roll and pop standards to Latin music. Hits of his include Let’s Dance, The More I See 
You, Call Me, and Time after Time. Very personable, he spent time chatting comfortably 
with me.  What I found particularly interesting about him is the fact that the Beatles 
opened for his concerts—until they became famous with their first big hits.  Then, 
Montez said, he opened for some of their concerts. 

 
 

The Neville Brothers’ Hats 

 
 One of the more unique drawings in the collection is a sketch of The Neville 
Brothers’ Hats. In March of 2009 The Moon, the spot for touring bands in Tallahassee, 
hosted a rousing and fabulous Neville Brothers performance. I was too far away to do 
sketches of the brothers but happened to notice that each brother had a very distinctive 
hat.  Although I was a bit far away even for a detailed drawing of the hats I did a quick 
scrawling rendition of them.  
  An announcement saying the brothers would not be signing autographs came 
over the speakers at the concert’s end. Three of the Nevilles left the stage to thundering 
applause, and then the audience began leaving the Moon. The very sociable Charles 
Neville, however, was still on stage shaking the hands of the few people who had 
remained, so I decided to go up to him and show him my sketch of the hats.  He flashed 
a smile on seeing it, and when I asked if he’d sign it—he did, in spite of the 
announcement we had just heard over the loudspeaker.  Emboldened, I asked if he 
thought his brothers might sign the drawing. He looked to be thinking about it, nodded, 
then went over to talk with a roadie who was unhooking the equipment on the stage. 
Charles gave me nod, smiled, gestured his head toward the roadie, and left the stage.   
 A few minutes passed, and the roadie came over to me, took my sketchbook and 
pen, and started to go backstage.  In hopes he also might get signatures, a younger fan 
vigorously tried to hand a CD to the stagehand, but he shook his head and went on 
backstage.  After a few minutes, he returned; each brother had signed his name near 
his distinctive hat!  The quickly scribbled hat renditions might not be “my best shot,” but 
this drawing is one of my favorites. 



 
    
 
 

Ruth Hyde Paine 
 
 

                                                     
 
 
 Ruth Hyde Paine was the owner of the first beach house my family rented for an 
entire week on St. George Island, Florida.  I didn’t know who owned the place at that 
time, but I had so much loved the experience there that I left a sketch at the SunCoast 
Realty administrative office along with the request that it be delivered to the owner of 
the beach house. Over time we met and became friends with Ruth, who bought a small 
marine watercolor scene I’d painted of the bay where she and I had walked on one of 
our visits to the island. When I began exhibiting paintings at the Apalachicola Seafood 
Festival Ruth kindly asked us to her home for dinner after the long, tiring Saturday at my 
booth.  
 During one St. George Island visit Ruth and I went to Apalachicola’s Gibson Inn 
for lunch while my husband and son stayed to do repair work at the beach house we 
had purchased as a rental property. On the way she told me that she was the kind of 
person who happened into experiences, like when Marina Oswald was staying in her 
home in Irving, Texas. Dumbfounded, I tried to clear my head, and asked her, do you 
mean the Marina Oswald? Ruth told me a shorter version of some of her experiences 
with history—with Marina, Lee Harvey Oswald, the Warren Commission—happenings 
all fairly well chronicled in many articles and books. Ruth said she probably would not 
have been more forthcoming about this painful part of her life, but she was going to be 
part of an upcoming BBC special production, The Trial of Lee Harvey Oswald, which 
was set up as if Oswald lived and was put on trial. Occasionally that BBC special 
appears on television in November around the time of the anniversary of JFK’s death. 
We keep in touch with Ruth, who has visited us in Albany, Georgia, and we have stayed 
with her when she lived in St. Petersburg, Florida.  She now lives in a Quaker commune 
in California and periodically sends us a letter.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lynn Redgrave 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 This is a story about distinctive shoes. In 1997 Ben and I drove a group of Albany 
State University English majors to the Alabama Shakespeare Theatre in Montgomery.  
There we saw plays and listened to an excellent and informative talk by Lynn Redgrave, 
an English stage and film actor from a highly esteemed family of actors.  Redgrave has 
the questionable distinction of being the only person known to have been nominated for 
all of the Big Four entertainment awards (Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and Tony) without 
receiving any of them. 
 
 Redgrave looked quite elegant on the stage as she spoke before us--except that 
she wore a pair of flamboyantly colorful tennis shoes.  I made two sketches of her, one 
while she was standing and another while she sat down, legs crossed, during part of her 
presentation. She seemed so far away, and I despaired of securing her signature on my 
drawings.  Later on after her long talk I sought out the ladies’ restroom, which by then 
had a long line of others waiting to enter it. As I was glancing around, my eyes noted a 
pair of shoes worn by someone slightly behind me in line, someone sporting a pair 
distinctively like those of Ms. Redgrave.  And indeed they were hers.  After I left the 
restroom I waited until the pair of shoes exited that same room—and secured 
signatures on both drawings.  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Neil Sedaka 

 
 
 

 

                       
 
 
 
 The energetic, ebullient, and prolific singer, composer, and songwriter Neil 
Sedaka put on a predictably impressive show, dazzling his audience with just a few of 
the more than 500 songs that he wrote.  I duly sketched him and he signed my drawing, 
but the amusing part about encountering him came later, after his main performance. 
When I arrived at a special “Backstage Pass” interview of Sedaka that was held later 
on, rows of his loyal fans already were nestled comfortably on the seats nearer to the 
set, so I did not even have a good view of the main attraction.  Nonetheless, I sketched 
what I did see, and that included the top of the head of the guest of honor who was 
engaged in mightily entertaining his audience with his answers to the interviewer’s 
questions.  On a whim, after I finished the sketch, I lettered on it the words “Neil 
Sedaka,” underlined by an arrow pointing to his head. 
 
  A day or so later I happened to see Sedaka in the dining area, and since it 
looked like he was finished with his meal I made the embarrassingly impolite move of 
dropping by and showing him the backstage pass sketch.  He was extremely amused, 
laughed out loud, chatted with me for a bit, then signed it.  And that is my favorite 
remembrance of Neil Sedaka. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Sly and the Family Stone 
 
 

 
 
 

 The 2018 Sly and the Family Stone band was a super-popular hit on board the 
Flower Power cruise.  They had the crowd singing and dancing to hits like Dance to the 
Music, Everyday People, There’s a Riot Goin’ On, I Want to Take You Higher, as well 
as many others.  The ship was really rocking both when they took the stage and when 
they sang on the Lido! 
 The extra dividend of an experience in relation to the group, though, was a 
happenstance meeting with Swang Stewart, the lead of the group who capably had 
assumed the role of the now reclusive Sly.  It was late in the evening on the night before 
disembarkation and the halls were quiet, even eerie.  Most passengers were no doubt 
stuffing clothes and souvenirs into their suitcases or were bedded down for the last 
night’s gentle rock-a-bye lull on the slow-moving ship. There in a large hallway on a 
small cluster of comfortable chairs sat my husband Ben, his Seattle area brother Steve 
and wife Mary Ann, and Debby and Geo, a cruise-loving couple from Indiana. There, 
too, sat Swang Stewart, the lead of Sly and the Family Stone. I can’t recall details of our 
conversation, but we did talk about the current group, which included Sly’s daughter 
Phunne (pronounced fun), whom we also spoke with at some point. That night was 
relaxing and a bit sad, for tomorrow would be the end of a week of fantastic 
entertainment by icons and, in some cases, their sound-alike successors, like Swang 
Stewart. 
 
 
 



Tiny Tim 
 

                                         
 For me, what a boon Tiny Tim inadvertently turned out to be. I was experiencing 
writer’s block in efforts to finish up my doctoral dissertation on Victorian novelist 
Anthony Trollope when I happened to learn that Tiny Tim would be appearing at a small 
venue in Albany, Georgia.  On a whim, in spite of pressure to finish my writing, we went 
to the performance. 
  Famous for singing Tiptoe Through the Tulips and Livin’ in the Sunlight, Lovin’ in 
the Moonlight in a high falsetto voice, Herbert “Tiny Tim” Khaury often seemed to be a 
source of amusement whenever he appeared on television, as he frequently did on the 
Johnny Carson show and various other network programs. Because his manner of 
speaking was habitually quirky, as was his look and attire, he always attracted 
commentary.   
 I wondered what he would look like when performing to a modest audience on 
that quiet Albany night in a dreary bar that had only a small number of tables. To my 
surprise when Tiny Tim did enter a side door of the venue he was wearing a flowery 
sixties hippie-style shirt exactly like one I had given my husband a few years earlier! 
After a few minutes backstage (probably in the venue’s small bathroom) he came out 
dressed in impressive performance gear. So this is what we’d be seeing, I thought, but 
what would we would be hearing?  It turned out to be a startlingly impressively 
performed medley of songs from the fifties, sixties, and seventies sung in a superb 
multi-voice-range vocal sound.  It was an absolutely brilliant performance. My personal 
mantra is that we should “always look at every person first and foremost as a human 
being,” but perhaps like others in the audience I had expected a bit of an amusing 
spectacle, not a wondrously professional show in a postage stamp of a venue.  
 The feelings generated by Tiny Tim’s show were reinforced by my conversation 
with him in line following the performance. First I told him of the coincidence of his 
having a shirt just like the one my husband owned, and he told us that his wife Miss 
Vicki had given it to him. Then I showed him my drawings, which he addressed to Mr. 
Ben and Miss Mary.  His countenance and gentle speech were all so genuine, so from-
the-heart, so natural.  My view of his honest and pure demeanor coupled with my new 
knowledge of his gifted talent reinforced in my mind the importance of never making 
assumptions about individuals.  And he was, indeed, a very individual kind of individual.  
 Revitalized by the evening’s experience, I returned home with a curiously 
renewed energy, and not long after that performance I wrapped up my dissertation.  
Thank you, Tiny Tim, who now has gone on to tiptoe through the eternal tulips.  
 



 
 
 

Kenny Vance and the Planotones 
 
                                                
                                                                                 

           
 
 
 One of the surprises of the cruise was an introduction to a group that we had not 
heard of, Kenny Vance and the Planotones. Ardent Brooklyn area fans on board soon 
let others know of the popularity of the man who rose to some fame in Looking for an 
Echo, title song of the movie that made his song a hit. They also knew him as a member 
of Jay and the Americans. The energy of his wildly gyrating musicians is reflected in the 
sketch I made of them, which the group’s members really liked. The hulking, slightly 
stooped Kenny Vance animatedly lunged back and forth across the stage, dominating it 
as he sang while the rest of the Planotones, matching his level of animation, 
harmonized. The ardor of his long-time fans was easy to understand!  
 
Kenny Vance came on board for two of the years when I was on oldies cruises, but the 
second one was a sad time for him.  While he was on the ship, hurricane Sandy 
destroyed his home along the Jersey shore.  He still sang as beautifully, but the 
sadness was registered in his face when he spoke. He genuinely seemed to be looking 
for an echo of something precious to him that now was lost forever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Alice Walker 

                                       

                                              
 

                               
      In 1997 when I presented a paper at Brewton Parker’s Writing the Rural conference 
the distinguished main speakers were the renowned Pulitzer-prize-winning Alice Walker 
and South Carolina novelist and culinary writer Dori Sanders. Hoping to get students 
from the English Department at Albany State to this event, I initiated an application on 
campus for transportation for a number of the students, and thankfully the forms were 
approved.  Of course, we all were particularly eager as we awaited the Pulitzer-prize-
winning Alice Walker’s address, and the audience was entranced by her and her words.  
After it, Mrs. Mary Jo Haywood, a former graduate of Albany State, engineered a group 
photo of the Albany contingent and Alice Walker.  It is a photo I really treasure. 
 
 A delightful side effect of being at that conference is the friendship I now have 
with Miss Dori Sanders, who happened to come to my own presentation at the Writing 
the Rural conference. We became friends initially through a shared interest in family 
oral and written history, and then have kept in touch ever since.  A year or two later Dori 
was the main speaker at a Southern food conference held in Albany, Georgia, and we 
were her guests at her presentation. On another day when she was there in Albany we 
hosted Dori in our home for dinner.  Then one summer when we drove up to visit 
relatives in the north we stopped to visit her. The author of Dori Sanders’ Country 
Cooking showed us around her property and later prepared a delightful Southern meal 
for us in her home. She also put me to work. After driving us to get painting supplies 
Dori had me repaint the very large sign for the Sanders family’s peach stand that figures 
into her 1990 novel Clover, which became a Hallmark Channel movie.  Dori frequently 
calls me from South Carolina and talks at length. 
 



Group Portrait Sketches at the Munroe 
 

By Mary Sterner Lawson 
 

 
The Buckinghams, with Micky Dolenz (Monkees), and  

Mark Lindsay (Paul Revere and the Raiders) 
 

 
 

This mixed-musical-group panel discussion sketch includes two original members of 
The Buckinghams, Carl Giammaresse [1947 -  ] and Nick Fortuna [1946 -  ]; Mark 
Lindsay [b. 1942 - ], lead singer in Paul Revere and the Raiders]; and Micky Dolenz 
[b.1945 - ], actor, vocalist and drummer in The Monkees]. At various times between 
2010 and 2022 the panel participated in Happy Together tours around the US.  
 
Hits of The Buckinghams include Kind of a Drag, Mercy,Mercy, Mercy, Don’t You Care, 
Hey Baby (They’re Playing Our Song), I Knew You When, and Susan. From Chicago, 
their only five top 40 hits were in 1967. After a ten year hiatus they got together again in 
1980 and they continue to tour today. 
 
George Michael “Micky” Dolenz was known for performance with The Monkees but went 
on to a successful career as an actor, businessman, and producer. He still performs as 
a musician along with touring groups and as a solo artist. Monkees hits include I’m a 
Believer, Last Train to Clarksville, Hey, Hey We’re the Monkees, and Pleasant Valley 
Sunday. 
 
Mark Lindsay is lead singer of Paul Revere and the Raiders as well as composer, 
lyricist, and producer for the group. Group hits include Arizona, Silver Bird, and Indian 
Reservation. 
 



 

 
    The Association 
                       

 
 
 
 
The Association is a California folk-to-pop early protest group with on-stage six-part 
harmonies and songs that often involve romantic situations and/or allusions to 
marijuana. Hits include Cherish, Never My Love, Along Comes Mary, Everything that 
Touches You, and Windy. Current members of The Association are Jules Gary 
Alexander, Bruce Pictor, Del Ramos, Jordan Cole, and Paul Holland. 
 
 



 
The Buckinghams 

 
 

 
 
The Buckinghams originally formed in 1966 in Chicago and by 1967 were a very 
successful group. They were at the height of success when they charted five top-forty 
hits, all in 1967. After disbanding in 1970 and having a ten-year hiatus, they re-formed 
in 1980 and continue to tour today. Hits of The Buckinghams include Kind of a Drag, 
Mercy, Mercy, Mercy, Don’t You Care, Hey Baby (They’re Playing Our Song), I Knew 
You When, and Susan. Current members of The Buckinghams are Bruce Sobofoff, Carl 
Giammaresse, Dave Zane, Rocky Penn, and Nick Fortuna. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Coasters and Platters 
 

 
                                    

 
 

 
 
 
This sketch featuring a lively panel of musicians discussing their careers and sixties 
music includes Sonny Turner, lead singer with The Platters since 1959, and current 
Coaster members Robert Fowler, Primotivi Candelaria, J. W. Lance, and Dennis 
Anderson along with their manager, Veta Gardner, widow of original Coaster Carl 
Gardner. Coaster hits include Searchin, Young Blood, Yakety Yak, Poison Ivy, and 
Charlie Brown. Platter hits include The Great Pretender, Only You (and You Alone), as 
well as successful remakes of old standards like Smoke Gets in Your Eyes, My Prayer, 
Twilight Time, and Harbor Lights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Cowsills 
 

                   

 
 
 
 
 
The Cowsills both sang and answered questions from the audience in a special oldies 
cruise session.  Active since the mid-sixties, this family group from Rhode Island was 
composed of and variously featured the Cowsill parents and their six children. Bob, 
Susan, and Paul, and occasionally John Cowsill, still tour regularly. Their hits include 
The Rain, the Park, and Other Things; Indian Lake; Hair; and Silver Threads and 
Golden Needles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

The Del-Rays 
 
 

 
                                                              
 
 
 
The Del-Rays, a classic oldies group with spectacular harmonizing skills and an 
extraordinary repertoire of over 300 songs, was formulated in the seventies.  They 
opened for and backed up many headliner groups, and still perform at parties and 
dances, as well as on cruise ships featuring 60s and 70s music.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Devotions, plus one Capri 
 
                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Devotions, a popular American doo-wop band from Astoria and Queens, New York, 
performed in that metro area for over sixty years. The group is best known for its one 
top-forty 1961 Delta Records novelty song, Rip Van Winkle. None of the original 
members remain, though Al Vieco, in the sketch, was with The Devotions since the mid-
1960s. Other current members of the group are Neil Keeffe, John Williams, and Jo 
Spano. 
 
In this sketch along with The Devotions is mainstay Capri singer Frank Reina, the only 
living member of the original group. The founding members of the Capris were all 
Italian-American from Queens who formed in the late 1950s and performed widely.  
They had only one hit, There’s a Moon Out Tonight, in 1961. One of their songs, Morse 
Code of Love, was later recorded in the 1980s and reached top 20 status on the charts. 
 
  
 
 



 
The Drifters 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Drifters have a complicated history with at least 60 vocalists having been a part of 
groups that sang under that name. Rolling Stone Magazine wrote that The Drifters were 
the least stable of the great vocal groups, as they were low-paid musicians. Additionally 
there came to be several splinter groups, beginning with those who worked with founder 
Clyde McPhatter, then with George Treadwell, Bill Pinkney, and Charlie Thomas, plus 
other transformations.  Today groups of musicians labeling themselves in some way as 
Drifters recreate the sounds of the original singers, though a few critics say these 
variations of the Drifters should be called tribute bands. 
 
In any event, their distinctive sounds and R&B harmonies are evident in their fifties and 
sixties hits: Smoke Gets in Your Eyes, The Great Pretender, Only You, Under the 
Boardwalk, Adorable, There Goes My Baby, Save the Last Dance for Me, A Rose by 
Any Other Name, Be My Lady, Money Honey, and Honey Love. 
 
 
 



 
Drifters and Tymes 

 
 

      
 
 
 
 
This busy sketch was made when a panel of musicians met to talk to fans on board a 
2012 Malt Shop Memories cruise.  Among others on the panel, the drawing includes 
Charlie Thomas and Russell Henry of The Drifters, along with Al Caesar Berry and 
Norman Burnett from The Tymes. The hits of The Drifters include Smoke Gets in Your 
Eyes, The Great Pretender, Only You, Under the Boardwalk, Adorable, There Goes My 
Baby, Save the Last Dance for Me, A Rose by Any Other Name, Be My Lady, Money 
Honey, and Honey Love.  Hit songs of The Tymes include Smoke Gets in Your Eyes, 
The Great Pretender, Only You, and Wonderful Wonderful. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Duprees 
 
 

                     

 
 
 
 
 
A New Jersey Italian-American doo-wop group, The Duprees began in the early 1960s, 
achieving success with a series of top-ten singles.  Have You Heard, their album 
released in 1963, contained three singles that charted: Gone With the Wind, Have You 
Heard, and Why Don’t You Believe Me. Other songs that ranked on the charts include 
My Own True Love, and You Belong to Me.  Current members continuing today include 
Phil Granito, Jimmy Spinelli, and Tommy Petillo. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Fireflies 
 
 

                                            

 
 
 
 
 
 
Originally from Long Island, New York, The Fireflies were a doo-wop group quite active 
in the late 1950s and 1960s.  You Were Mine, their biggest hit, was preceded by their 
debut single, The Crawl.  They were the first all-white vocal group to appear at Harlem’s 
famed Apollo Theater. Later 1960 singles include I Can’t Say Goodbye, Marianne, and 
My Girl. In 1967 they officially disbanded, but later the band came back, and today its 
performing Fireflies group includes Marco Gueli, Vic Puma, Tony Errigo, and Nick 
Catello. The members of The Fireflies in this 2011 sketch are Paul Giacolone, Marco 
Guoli, Freddie, Bobby, and Vic Puma.  
 
 
 
 



The Lettermen 
 
 
 
 
 

          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Various combinations of musicians in groups called The Letterman occurred before the 
male American pop vocal trio group laid exclusive claim to the name and had the 
Capital record hit single, The Way You Look Tonight in 1961. Over the years they 
accumulated 11 gold records, Grammy nominations, two top-ten singles, 16 top ten on 
the adult contemporary chart, and 32 consecutive Billboard chart albums. Other hits 
include When I Fall I Love, Theme from a Summer Place, Goin’ Out of My Head, Can’t 
Take My Eyes Off of You, Put Your Head on My Shoulder, and Hurt So Bad. Lettermen 
in this drawing are Donovan Tea, Robert “Bobby” Poynton, and original Lettermen 
member Tony Butala. 
 



List of Autographed Portrait Sketches by Mary Sterner Lawson 

Asher, Peter  [1944 -  ]  English guitarist, manager, and record producer; singer in the 
 duo Peter and Gordon. Chart songs included World Without Love, I Go to 
 Pieces, and Lady Godiva. Produced recordings of James Taylor, Bonnie Raitt, 
 and Linda Ronstadt, among many others. 
 
Avalon, Frankie [1940] -  ] American teen idol, singer, actor in 60s beach movies with 
 Annette Funicello. Hits include Venus, Beauty School Dropout, and Why. 
 
Baird, Julia  [1947-  ] John Lennon’s half-sister. British retired teacher of special needs 
 children. Author of John Lennon, My Brother and of Imagine This: Growing up 
 with my Brother John Lennon, which became the film Nowhere Boy. Toured with 
 a Beatles tribute band that visited Tallahassee in 2016. 
 
 Bond, Julian [1940-2015] American social activist, civil rights movement leader, writer, 
 politician, and professor. In Georgia, he served four terms in the House and six 
 terms in the Senate. NAACP president from 1998-2010. He co-founded SNCC, 
 The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, and helped found the Southern 
 Poverty Law Center (SPLC). Sketched while visiting Albany State University in 
 Albany, Georgia.  
 
Bonds, Gary “US” [1939  -  ] American rhythm and blues singer, songwriter, rock and 
 roll singer, known for Quarter to Three and New Orleans.   
 
Brown, Alton [1962 -   ] Award-winning Food Network chef, author, host of Good Eats, 
 Feasting on Asphalt, Iron Chef America, Chopped, Cutthroat Kitchen. 
 
Cannon, Freddy “Boom Boom” [1940 -  ] An American rock and roll singer inspired by 
 Little Richard, Bo Diddley, and Chuck Berry, his international hits included 
 Tallahassee Lassie, Way Down Yonder in New Orleans, and Palisades Park.  
 
Charles, Ray [1930-2004] born in Albany, Georgia. Iconic American singer, pianist, and 
 songwriter, Charles was a master of blues, R&B, gospel, and jazz whose 
 crossover success on ABC records contributed to steps made in the integration 
 of the music industry business.   His many hits include Georgia on My Mind, 
 Unchain My Heart, Hit the Road Jack, Eleanor Rigby, I Can’t Stop Loving You, 
 and I’ve Got a Woman. This sketch was made in 2002 when he made the only 
 graduation speech he ever gave in his entire life. 
 
Checker, Chubby [1941 -   ] American rock and roll singer known for Let’s Twist Again, 
 The Twist, Limbo Rock, Pony Time, and Jingle Bell Rock. As a dancer he 
 popularized The Twist, The Pony, and The Fly. 
 
Chihuly, Dale [1941 -  ] Internationally known American glass designer and glass artist  
 known for his strikingly colorful and dramatic orbs and shapes seen in venues 
 around the world.  



 
Christie, Lou [1943 -  ] American rock singer-songwriter known for Lightnin’ 
 Strikes, I’m Gonna Make You Mine, The Gypsy Cried, Two Faces Have I, and 
 Rhapsody in the Rain 
 
Clark, Petula [1932 -  ] British child prodigy, singer, actor, and composer who initially 
 achieved international fame with Downtown. Among her subsequent hits are 
 Don’t Sleep in the Subway, and A Sign of the Times. 
 
Davis, Spencer [1939-2020] Welsh musician and singer who founded The Spencer 
 Davis Group, a band whose hits included Keep on Running, Gimme Some 
 Lovin’, and I’m a Man. 
 
Dion Di Mucci [1939 -   ] American songwriter, singer, and guitarist who integrated 
 folk, blues, R&B, doo-wop, pop, and rock into his music and who had 39 Top 40 
 hits in the early 1960s and late 1950s. Initial lead singer in Dion and The 
 Belmonts, his hits in his long career include Runaround Sue, The Wanderer, 
 Ruby Baby, Lovers who Wander, and the later hit Abraham, Martin and John. 
 
Fowler, Jim [1930-2019]  American career biologist, long-time host of Mutual of 
 Omaha’s Wild Kingdom documentary, and official wildlife correspondent who 
 brought wild animals forty times to the stage of Johnny Carson’s The Tonight 
 Show. Later a wildlife expert on the Discovery Channel’s Animal Planet. He 
 raised exotic animals on Fowler Farms in Georgia. 
 
Gore, Lesley [1946-2015] American songwriter, singer, activist, and actress who when 
 she was 16 reached No.1 on the charts with It’s My Party. Other hits include 
 California Nights, Sunshine, Lollipops and Rainbows, Judy’s Turn to Cry, and the 
 poignant and powerful You Don’t Own Me. 
 
Gourdine, Jerome “Little Anthony” [1941 -  ]  American rhythm and blues vocalist 
 who recorded Tears on My Pillow when with The Chesters as lead singer, then 
 sang with Little Anthony and the Imperials. Hits include Hurt so Bad, Tears on 
 My Pillow, Goin’ Out of My Head, Shimmy, Shimmy Ko Ko Bop, and I’m on the 
 Outside. 
 
Haggarty, Dan “Grizzly Adams”  [1941- 2016] American actor who had a bit part in 
 Easy Ryder and acted in various other productions, but is best known for 
 starring in the television and film productions of The Life and Times of Grizzly 
 Adams.  
 
Kaylan, Howard “Eddie” [1947 - ] American singer, musician, actor, and writer, 
 founding member and lead singer of Flo and Eddie’s 60s band The Turtles.  Also 
 was a member of the late 60s group, Frank Zappa’s The Mothers of Invention. 
 Turtle’s songs include Happy Together, It Ain’t Me Babe, She’d Rather Be  With 
 Me, Elenor, You Showed Me, and Eve of Destruction. 
 



 
 
 
Klein, Robert [1942 - ] American stand-up comedian, stage and screen actor, and 
 singer who has hosted Saturday Night Live, had Grammy and Tony nominations, 
 performed in numerous films and plays, and released four standup comedy 
 album specials. 
 
Letterman, David  [1947-   ] This sketch was made during an NBC morning comedy 
 NYC show that Letterman hosted for only four months.  A stand-up comedian, 
 writer, late-night show host, and producer, Letterman had a successful career, 
 ultimately hosting 6,080 episodes of late night talk shows. 
 
Love, Darlene [1941 -   ] American singer who first worked with The Blossoms and then 
 extensively The Crystals, where she rose to prominence in the productions of  
 wall-of-sound maestro Phil Spector and in the performances of many sixties 
 groups who sought the sounds of her distinctive voice. She acted on Broadway in 
 Grease, Carrie, and Hairspray, and in the movie Lethal Weapon as the wife of 
 Danny Glover’s character. Hers is the voice of Christmas (Baby Please Come 
 Home), He’s a Rebel, and He’s Sure the Boy I Love.  
  
Ma, YoYo [1955-  ] Celebrated cellist, a child prodigy who performed from the age of  
 four and a half. Since graduating from Juilliard and Harvard, he has soloed in 
 concert halls around the world, accrued 19 Grammy awards, and recorded over 
 90 albums. Known for wide-ranging instrumental collaborations and a world-
 music repertoire. 
 
McGovern, George [1922-2012] South Dakota representative and three-term U.S. 
 senator who was the1972 Democratic presidential nominee. A B-24 Liberator, 
 he received a Flying Cross for making a hazardous landing that saved his crew. 
 In later life, he taught history at Northwestern University.  
 
Medley, Bill [1940 -  ] American singer and songwriter inspired by R&B music, Little 
 Richard, Ray Charles, and B.B. King. Known as one-half of The Righteous 
 Brothers and for his powerful bass-baritone voice evident in You’ve Got that 
 Lovin’ Feeling, Unchained Melody, (You’re My) Soul and Inspiration, and with 
 Jennifer Warnes in the duet (I’ve Had) The Time of My Life. 
 
Montez, Chris [1943-  ] American vocalist and guitarist with music ranging from rock 
 and roll and pop standards to Latin music. Hits include Let’s Dance, The More I 
 See You, Call Me, and Time after Time.  
 
Neville Brothers’ Hats  The American R&B, funk, and soul group The Neville 
 Brothers—Art, Charles, Aaron, and Cyril--was formed in New Orleans, Louisiana, 
 in 1977. Mainstay Jazzfest and concert performers for years, they are Grammy 
 and platinum award winners. In 2009, they played at the Moon in Tallahassee. 
 Their hits include Yellow Moon, Fiyo on the Bayou, A Change is Gonna Come. 



 
 
 
Paine, Ruth Hyde [1932 -  ] Marina Oswald and her two children were staying with 
 Ruth Hyde Paine on November 22, 1963, when JFK was assassinated by Lee 
 Harvey Oswald.  Paine answered over 5000 questions during the Warren 
 Commission. 
 
Redgrave, Lynn [1943-2010] From the acclaimed English Redgrave family, British-
 American Lynn had a distinguished career on stage and screen, receiving Emmy, 
 Grammy, Oscar, and Tony nominations. She had movie roles in Georgy Girl, 
 Tom Jones, and countless Broadway and television productions.  
 
Rydell, Bobby [1942-2022] American singer, actor, and rock and roll teen 1960s idol 
 known for Wildwood Days, Wild One, We Got Love, Volare, and Forget Him.  He 
 appeared in the film version of Bye Bye Birdie, and frequently was on television. 
 
Schloss, Eva  [1929 -   ] Holocaust survivor and childhood playmate of Anne Frank, 
 she also is the step-sister of Anne Frank following her mother’s marriage after 
 the war to Anne’s father, Otto Frank. Schloss has acquainted many  audiences 
 with her gripping and powerful personal narratives about her family’s 
 Holocaust experiences. 
 
Sedaka, Neil  [1939-  ] American producer, pop singer, prolific composer and 
 songwriter who sold masses of records and composed or co-wrote more than 
 500 songs for others and for himself, primarily with lyricists Phil Cody and Howie 
 Greenfield. Hits include Breaking Up is Hard to Do, Calendar Girl, Happy 
 Birthday Sweet Sixteen, Laughter in the Rain, Stairway to Heaven, and Oh! 
 Carol. 
 
Sedaris, David [1956 -   ] Prolific author of short stories and essays, novelist,
 comedian, humorist, NPR talk show guest, and regular contributor to the New 
 Yorker. His writings are often autobiographical. 
 
Siegal, Jay  [1939 -  ]  American singer who worked with Neil Sedaka both for The Linc-
 Tones and The Tokens, continuing on with The Tokens after Sedaka left. The 
 Tokens were a popular group, but one Siegal song, a rendition of The Lion 
 Sleeps Tonight, has giving him longevity in the music world, aided by its 
 prominence in the movie The Lion King.  
 
Stewart, Swang and Sly and the Family Stone  Active from the mid sixties to the mid- 
 eighties, the original group was ground-breaking in developing psychedelic, funk, 
 rock, and soul music, and was led by the multi-talented musician, singer-
 songwriter, and producer Sly Stone. Now with Swang Stewart as lead, the group 
 continues to stir audiences with hits, including Dance to the Music, Everyday 
 People, There’s a Riot Goin’ On, and I Want to Take you Higher.  
 



“Tiny Tim,” Herbert Butros Khaury [1932-1996] Quirky-mannered multi-voice-range 
 singer and instrumentalist who played mandolin, guitar, and violin, he is best 
 known for singing Tiptoe Through the Tulips and Livin’in the Sunlight, Loving in 
 the Moonlight in a distinctive falsetto voice.  

 
Tutu, Naomi [1960-  ] The daughter of Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Naomi was 
 influenced by her father and her activist mother, Leah. Following her early 
 international education she completed studies in Kentucky and has gone on to 
 become a vigorous human rights activist in her own right. 
 
Kenny Vance [1943 -  ] is an American music producer, singer, and songwriter who 
 helped launch Jay and the Americans and the career of Steely Dan. His long 
 career involves soundtrack production, creations of a sound reminiscent of 50s 
 doo-wop and rock, session work, appearance in six Woody Allen films, and 
 scores for films and TV. His voice rings out in Looking for an Echo, the title song 
 of the movie that made his song a hit, For Your Love, and Rock and Roll is Here 
 to Stay. 
 
Volman, Mark “Flo” [1947-   ] American songwriter, vocalist, guitarist, and a founding 
 member of TheTurtles along with his friend Howard Kaylan, with whom he 
 appears regularly in as many as 50 concerts a year. He worked with Frank 
 Zappa and The Mothers of Invention. Songs include Happy Together and covers 
 of popular 60s songs. Following successful academic studies that began when 
 he was 45, Volman teaches as Associate Professor of the Entertainment Industry 
 Studies Program at Belmont University 
 
Walker, Alice [1944-  ] The 1982 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction winner for her novel The 
 Color Purple, Walker is a noted social activist, poet, novelist, and short story 
 writer. She is the first African-American woman to win this award. Her writings  
 include seventeen novels and short story compilations, a dozen non-fiction 
 writings, and collections of poetry and essays.  
 
Group Sketches Title List (six sketches are in each of two large frames): 
 
The Association, The 
Buckinghams, The 
Buckinghams, with Micky Dolenz and Mark Lindsay 
Coasters and Platters 
Cowsills 
Del-Rays 
Devotions plus one Capri 
Drifters 
Drifters and Tymes 
Duprees 
Fireflies 
Lettermen 
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