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CARPET CLEANING
$33

PER ROOM
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Photographer Michael Riffle wants you to “get out there” — in the woods, on a trail, by the water.

He tags his landscape photographs online with the phrase. Though he doesn’t consider himself a

conservation photographer, Riffle presents the outside world to viewers in extraordinary ways. ❚

His infrared photographs shed new light on Tallahassee’s wild surroundings. Visitors can view

interpretations of the landscape in his “Transcend the Ordinary” exhibition at the Artport Gallery

this summer. ❚ “Even before I started doing photography, I was always asking people to go hike

and get out there,” says Riffle. “I’m hoping these images inspire people to go see these places

because they’re beautiful.”

The exhibition features photographs taken at Natu-
ral Bridge State Park, the St. Mark’s National Wildlife
Refuge, Torreya State Park, Bald Point State Park and
many more. Riffle approaches photography with the
eye of a scientist. He graduated with a Ph.D. from Okla-
homa State where he studied the biochemistry of
plants and crops. 

His analytical mindset was immediately drawn to
the complex processes of infrared photography. An in-
frared camera captures heat in a spectrum of light in-
visible to the naked eye. While Riffle calculates which
nanometer lens to use, a decision that determines how
much light is allowed inside the camera, the resulting
image will assign otherworldly color temperatures to
traditional landscapes. 

“The science side benefits me in what to look for and
how to look at a plant and flower,” adds Riffle. “Looking
at a magnolia flower, it’s an ancient species that was
very early in the evolutionary process, but it’s also just
strikingly beautiful. I can look at it from a scientist’s
view, and now I can also look at it from an artist’s view
and what might make a pleasing image.” 

Riffle’s interest in photography has been a lifelong
pursuit. He photographed plants for the University of
Florida’s herbarium, and during his college graduation,
his brother hung a new camera around his neck as a
present. Though his career as an agricultural research-
er kept him too busy to shoot often, Riffle picked up a 

Cathedral by Michael Riffle. His infrared photographs shed new light on Tallahassee’s wild surroundings. M.S.RIFFLE
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Photographer Michael Riffle wants you to “get out there” — in the woods on a trail by the water

LIGHT
Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Michael Riffle’s infrared photos cast nature in new dimension

See LIGHT, Page 3C

Editor’s note: As summer approaches
we’re taking a look at several summer
mystery reads written by local authors.
The final in the Summer Mystery Series
is Installment Three, “Privilege” by
Claire Matturro.

Florida’s sun and sand aren’t the only
sources of heat in Claire Matturro’s legal
thriller, “Privilege” (Moonshine Cove
Publishing, 2019). The ethics of a law
firm are fried to a crisp in this fast-paced

story featuring the beautiful Ruby Ran-
dolph.

At first glance Ruby’s life seems to be
a Cinderella story. The homeless, trou-
bled teen doesn’t even have on shoes or
a bra when she first appears in the law
offices of Gardner Randolph. 

Yet by the second chapter, Ruby is a
beautiful, wealthy attorney. Her trans-
formation seems complete. We soon
learn her improved circumstances have
been purchased at high cost. She is
trapped in a loveless marriage to Gard-
ner, a much older man. 

One day while walking by the Myak-

ka River, Ruby meets Hank, a cop who
makes her think she might learn to love

again — if she dares to
leave Gardner — but can
she, when he holds all the
secrets of her past, se-
crets he has used to en-
trap her? The sex be-
tween Ruby and Hank
sizzles, and she senses it
holds the potential of

moving toward a deeper place, “that
hallowed world where the touching was
flesh, but the giving was spirit.” If only
she can escape her past.

Slowly, Matturro doles out the back
story of how Ruby came to marry this
unethical, abusive, weasel of a lawyer.
Yet there’s nothing slow about the pace
of this thriller set on the west coast of
Florida. 

When Gardner is found murdered in
their bedroom, Ruby is first on the list of
suspects. There were no signs of a
break-in, so who else had a key? Or who
else would Gardner have invited into
their bedroom? Ruby and Hank must
uncover the killer to clear her name.

Secrets boil over in compelling legal thriller
Donna Meredith
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See THRILLER, Page 3C

Matturro
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HOME SECURITY YOU CAN TRUST
WITH AN ADT®-MONITORED SECURITY SYSTEM FROM PROTECT YOUR HOME

• Quickly connect to fire and emergency response

• May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

• 24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

• Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM
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FREE MOBILE APP
Manage your home security on the go when
you upgrade to ADT Pulse®

BONUS! DOORBELL CAMERA
Answer your front door from virtually anywhere.
When you upgrade to ADT Pulse®+ Video
—$229 VALUE!
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From Protect Your Home
—$100 VALUE!
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and saw this giant mushroom growing
on a log, a foot and a half across,” says
Riffle. “It was beautiful. I sat there and
shot that thing for a good half an hour.
I’m just blown away by the biology of
the natural world.” 

After returning to his computer, Rif-
fle will choose eight or nine images out
of hundreds to edit. Infrared photogra-
phy feels like a larger reveal than reg-
ular photos because what you see
through the camera lens is not what is
processed on a computer screen. 

Riffle will change color and white
balance to achieve different effects for
these images. Some create an ethereal
blue sky, while others use red and pur-
ple hues to create a vivid, alien land-
scape. Converting infrared images into
black and white also yields wildly dif-
ferent results. 

His image, “Feeling Blue” features a
copse of palm trees with winter-white

leaves taken from behind the St.
Mark’s Lighthouse. The palms appear
painted in bright light, while the sun
and water radiate an aqua blue. In “Un-
der the Canopy,” the once-green forest
is gilded in gold. 

“You can process these pictures in
these vivid blues, purples and reds,”
says Riffle. “It’s not for some people,
but I think it’s just another way for me
to get out and try something new. If I
can help inspire others to get out into
nature and appreciate the natural
world then I will have done my job.”

The Cape by Michael Riffle. M.S.RIFFLE PHOTOS

Under the Canopy by Michael Riffle

If You Go
What: Transcend the Ordinary: Infra-
red Photographs by Michael Riffle 

When: Opening reception 6-7:30 p.m
June 14; exhibition displayed through
Aug. 19 

Where: Artport Gallery, 3300 Capital
Circle SW 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call
850-224-2500 or visit http://coca.tal-
lahasseearts.org/art-in-public-places/
artport-gallery.

Visitors can view interpretations of 
the landscape in Michael Riffle’s
“Transcend the Ordinary” exhibition 
at the Artport Gallery this summer.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Light
Continued from Page 1C

wide-angle lens five years ago and re-
kindled his passion.

He appreciates the mentorship of lo-
cal landscape and wildlife photogra-
pher David Moynahan. Riffle is also 
a part of an informal photography 
group that hikes and shares images 
with one another for feedback. He 
also joined the Northwest Florida 
Nature Photog-raphy group run by 
Rick Higgins, and has attended free 
workshops on every-thing from 
composition to editing at the Bear 
Creek Educational Center. 

“I’m more of a guerrilla shooter 
when I’m hiking,” says Riffle. “I’ll stop 
and shoot a bit, but then I’m anxious to 
get back out on the trail and see what’s 
out there.” 

Riffle devours magazines like “Out-
door Photographer” and “Shutterbug.” 
The images give him ideas that he will 
write in a notebook as a running list of 
shots to try. His sling camera strap and 
tripod travel alongside him as he 
searches for interesting compositions 
of light, color and contrast. 

Riffle treks anywhere from a half a 
mile to 15 miles, sometimes taking sev-
eral hours if he is taking long exposure 
photographs that require six to 10 min-
utes to capture. His favorite spot is 
Horn Spring Run where the clear, blue 
water runs down into the St. Mark’s 
River. He is always on the lookout for 
eye-catching fauna and fungi. 

“I was walking on the white forest 
meadows trail in the middle of winter

There are plenty of suspects. Like
Ruby’s first boyfriend, Billy, a man re-
cently released from prison. Gardner
was supposed to help Billy; instead, he
allowed the kid to spend 15 years inside.
Plenty of motive for revenge. 

Then there’s the firm’s other lawyers.
Gardner’s underhanded financial man-
agement has brought the firm to the
brink of collapse — and when it folds, he
is poised to take over. Another prime

suspect is Tally, Gard-
ner’s spurned lover.
And who knows what
other enemies he’s
made? 

Matturro has a gift
for locking readers
into a scene with
evocative details, cre-
ating a strong sense of
place, from the city
life of Desoto Cove (a

fictional town on Florida’s west coast) to
the Myakka River wilderness to the
swamps of Louisiana where Ruby grew
up. You can practically feel beads of
sweat on your skin when you read this
passage: 

Summer in Louisiana is so hot, even
at night, that things stick to you. Pillow
cases, sheets, tiny bugs, dirt, dust. It all
just gums into the greasy film on your
skin you can’t wash off for more than a
couple of minutes. It was just that kind
of night.

Seductively, like a strip tease of
words, Matturro reveals bits of Ruby’s
past with Billy — and the way Gardner
Randolph used that past to betray both
young people. Ruby longs to free herself
from her wayward youth, but those
long-ago events threaten to drag her
down, even send her to prison or to her
death. And most important to her, can
any new love burdened by all these se-
crets survive their exposure?

“Privilege” is a compelling story, with
twists that keep you turning the pages
until the very end. It is Matturro’s sixth
mystery. Her award-winning books in-
clude “Skinny-Dipping,” “Wildcat
Wine,” “Bone Valley and Sweetheart
Deal,” and “Trouble in Tallahassee.” A
former lawyer and former Tallahassee
resident, Matturro now resides in the
Bradenton area.

Donna Meredith of Tallahassee is As-
sociate Editor of Southern Literary Re-
view.

Thriller
Continued from Page 1C
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