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SCHOOL & FAMILY

T hough flamenco is one of the

most iconic elements of Spanish

culture, its origins are somewhat

mysterious. Most of what is known

comes from oral histories, passed down

from generation to generation, much

like the art form itself. Scholars and

practitioners agree that flamenco dance

and music grew out of the influences of

Indian, Moorish and Jewish cultures.
Many centuries ago, these populations mi-

grated to southern Spain and settled in the
Andalusia region. These newcomers were gen-
erally regarded as outcasts and suffered per-
petual persecution. Though flamenco culture
still reflects their struggle, infused throughout
is a resilient spirit of pride and hope. 

As part of the Florida Folklife Folk Artist
Residency Program, nationally recognized
flamenco artists Paco and Celia Fonta shared
some of that history and basic techniques with
350 Florida State University School students.
Though the guitar is commonly associated with
flamenco, Celia said the genre is inherently
percussive, with castanets, hand clapping and
footwork all used to accentuate the rhythms. 

“We accompany flamenco songs and dances
with palmas, or hand clapping,” she said.
“There are two types: We have sordas, which
means muffled, and there’s also loud hand
clapping, or fuertes.” She added that “the third,
and maybe the most important, part of the
percussion element is our zapateado, or foot-
work. I have special shoes with a wood heel,
and it actually has nails in the bottom of it. My
feet are my instrument.”

During the presentation, the students
learned about the geographic context for the
flamenco songs and dances they were experi-
encing. From Seville to Cádiz, Cordoba to Huel-
va, the audience was virtually transported to
Spain. Third-grader Jordyn Adams found this
particularly appealing. “I go to the cafeteria
and, boom, I can watch somebody from a dif-
ferent place.” Fifth-grader Ethan Coats agreed
and added, “I really want to go to Spain. This

helped me learn a little bit more and made me
want to go even more. I like that there’s so
many musicians in the world and you can listen
to all kinds of music.”

Flamenco music is notoriously challenging,
and Paco explained the impressive and in-
tricate strumming technique for flamenco
guitar, called rasgueado. He demonstrated the
finger flicks for the students, each finger
working independently, allowing for extremely
fast and complex rhythms. Paco was born in
Jaen, Spain, where he learned flamenco sing-
ing and guitar from traditional musicians. 

He and Celia met while she was studying
Spanish abroad in Barcelona, a pursuit she
initiated to further her practice of flamenco
guitar. Celia recalled, “I started playing at age
12. My guitar teacher taught me a little bit of
flamenco, and that was it. I knew that’s what I
wanted to play.” Growing up in Chicago, there
weren’t many opportunities to explore fla-
menco, so Celia “decided to become a Spanish
major in college, to learn Spanish, to go to
Spain, to continue studying flamenco guitar.” 

While there, she also learned flamenco
dance and began working with Paco. They later
married and moved to Miami, and they still
perform together, sharing their passion for
flamenco at schools and senior centers. 

“In order to really do flamenco, you have to
love it because it takes a long time and a lot of
frustration,” Paco cautioned. “You want to play
something and it will not come out right away.
But if you really like it, there’s nothing that will
impede it.” That’s the overarching message
they hope to spread through their presenta-
tions to students. 

“It’s a way of giving the knowledge that I
got over the years to the younger generation,”
Paco said. Celia added: “Flamenco, in partic-
ular, is the kind of thing that you learn passing
down from generation to generation, and that’s
the only reason it’s still living and still growing.
Maybe people have never seen it or heard it
before, so that’s knowledge that they’re gaining
about the scope of the possibilities of music out
there. You can be from anywhere in the world
and appreciate it.” 

That’s music to the ears of Amanda Harde-
man, state folklorist with the Florida Folklife
Program, a component of the Florida Depart-
ment of State’s Division of Historical Re-
sources. She works to coordinate learning ex-
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

Movies

BRINGING UP BABY: The talking, flying,
long-legged birds who used to deliver human
infants to parents now work as part of a glob-
al package-delivery company but the whole
operation is thrown into a tizzy after one of
the employees accidentally reactivates the
Baby Making Machine in the animated com-
edy “Storks.” It’s rated PG and opens Friday
at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

COUNTING TO ‘SEVEN’: After a bloodthirsty,
church-burning villain named Batholomew
Bogue (Peter Sarsgaard) terrorizes a small
town in the Wild West, the villagers hire a
small band of mercenaries (Denzel Washing-
ton, Chris Pratt, Vincent D’Onofrio and more)
to fight back in the remake of “The Magnifi-
cent Seven.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

MAKES YOU WANT TO ‘HOLLAR’: A strug-
gling artist (John Krasinski) is summoned
home from New York City to his dysfunctional
family in small-town Middle America when his
mother (Margo Martindale) is hospitalized in
the comedy-drama “The Hollars.” It’s rated
PG-13 and tentatively opens Friday at Gover-
nor’s Square.

SHAKING THE FAMILY TREE: After a mother
dies, three grown Jewish siblings are con-
vinced their real father is an Algerian Arab, so
they travel from Israel to France to track down
mom’s alleged lover when The Tallahassee
Film Society presents the comedy-drama “The
Kind Words” on Friday, and Sunday at All
Saints Cinema, in the Amtrak station of Rail-
road Avenue. It’s not rated and subtitled. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Comedy

LAUGH IT UP WITH MEGAN: Writer-come-
dian Megan Koester, who likes to describe
herself as The Inoffensive Comedian, will bring
her offbeat sense of humor and loopy puns to
the stage at 9:30 p.m. Friday at the Club
Downunder, in the Florida State Student
Union. It’s $5 general public at the door and
free for FSU students. You must be 18 or older
to enter.

Dance

WELL, THIS IS ON POINTE: Get in step when
The Tallahassee Ballet kicks off its 26th annual
“Evening of Music and Dance” concerts at
7:30 p.m. Thursday and Friday; 2:30 p.m. Sun-
day at Opperman Music Hall, at the Florida
State College of Music. The concert features
original choreography by Katy E. Cashin,
Kathryn Karrh Cashin, Lauren Hernandez and
Trent Williams. Ticket prices range from $25 to
$48. Visit www.tallahasseeballet.org.

Theater

SEE INTO THE ‘DARK’: A brother makes a
late-night visit to a cabin in the woods at his
sister’s request only to discover that his reason
for being there goes beyond what he could
possibly imagine in Neil LaBute’s cerebral
drama “In a Forest, Dark and Deep.” It
opens at 8 p.m. Thursday in Theatre Tallahas-
see’s Coffeehouse space, 1861 Thomasville
Road. It also plays at 8 p.m. Fridays and Sat-
urdays, 2 p.m. Sundays, through Oct. 9. Tickets
are $12. The play contains strong profanity
and adult themes, so hire a baby-sitter.

SHERLOCK WHO?: Agatha Christie’s Belgian
detective hero Hercule Poirot is put on the
case when a volatile explosive of epic propor-
tions is stolen from the safe of a renowned
physicist in “Black Coffee.” It opens at 8 p.m.
Friday at Thomasville’s storefront theater, 117 S
Broad St. in Thomasville, Ga. Tickets are $15 or
$12 for students and the play runs 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays through
Oct. 2. Visit www.tosac.com/tickets.

Festivals 

A FINE TIME IN THE PINES: Savor the flavor
of fried seafood, hear the roar of mud trucks
and listen to the sounds of Southern country
rock when The Country in the Pines Music
Festival kicks off at 6 p.m. Friday and 11 a.m.
Saturday at Forest Capital Park in Perry. The
first night of entertainment features Deuces
Wild and the Michael Miller Band. The
all-day Saturday lineup boasts Southern Sass,
Brittany & The Guys, Band of Brothers and
Exit 78 Band. It’s free and open to the public.
Visit www.countryinthepines.com.

SHINE UP THE STEIN: Strap on your best
lederhosen, conscript a designated driver and
get ready to guzzle lots of German beer when 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA 

BRING ON
JAZZ, BALLET
AND RASCAL
FLATTS
Get a jump on your

weekend entertainment

plans every Wednesday,

and pick up the Limelight

section on Friday

See Limelight, Page 2C
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Call 850-250-4575 today to schedule a
visit and learn about the Holiday lifestyle.

an Active Retirement

Cherry Laurel
Independent Retirement Living

1009 Concord Road

Tallahassee, FL 32308

850-250-4575 | cherrylaurel.com
©2016 HARVEST MANAGEMENT SUB LLC, HOLIDAY AL MANAGEMENT SUB LLC, HOLIDAY AL NIC
MANAGEMENT LLC.

The Count Basie Orchestra | Mac Arnold | Rebirth
Brass Band | Shemekia Copeland | Freddy Cole
Quartet | Selwyn Birchwood | and many more!

THIS WEEKEND!

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

The Council on Culture & Arts an-
nounces the new Arts Education Grant
for teachers. The deadline is Oct. 28. 

The goal of COCA’s Arts Education
Grant is to remove financial barriers
for arts educators to access resources
and arts experiences for their students. 

Tallahassee and Leon County public
and private K-12th grade arts teachers
are invited to apply for this opportuni-
ty. Applicants must teach during the
traditional school day and focus primar-
ily on the instruction of dance, drama/
theater, film/media arts, music or visu-
al art. Each applicant may request up to
$500. 

The awarded funds may be used
toward the purchase of arts-related
supplies, equipment, materials, in-
struments, costumes, props; stipends
for presenting organizations, teaching
artists, guest speakers; arts educational
field trips, transportation costs and
admission fees; and professional devel-
opment opportunities specific to the
arts, including travel and hotel costs. 

This grant is made possible by the
generosity of Dustin Daniels, chief of
staff for Mayor Andrew Gillum.

To learn more about this opportunity,
please visit coca.tallahasseearts.org/
arts-education/arts-ed-grant. 

Arts grants
are available
for teachers 
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

Happy 1st 
Birthday

SUBMITTED

Kadence Journey Chambers

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-First-
Birthdays@tallahassee.com. Include the
child’s full name, date of birth and parents’
names, address and phone number. Photos
are published Wednesdays on or after the
child’s first birthday. Photos are published
within one month of the birthday. Call
599-2171.

periences like this in our area and
across the state. “As a folklorist I care
about the sheer diversity of cultural
traditions that you can find in a place
like Florida. This is a cultural melting
pot.” Committed to shining a light on
communities that are often overlooked,
Hardeman creates education and artist
residency programs designed to pro-
mote Florida’s diversity. 

As part of flamenco’s continuing
evolution, Florida, with its strong ties to
Spanish culture, has become a hot spot
for artists seeking to keep the art form
alive. Hardeman believes that by bring-
ing “traditional arts programs into
schools, it shows that there are infinite
possibilities and methods of expression.
Providing these opportunities allows
students to interact with and learn
from those tradition bearers.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the

education and exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts, the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Flamenco
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Paco and Celia Fonta perform for Florida State
University School students. 
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