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TREATMENT SERVICES
• 24-hour Behavioral Health Monitoring & Supervision

• Medication Stabilization & Management

• Individual & Group Therapy

vity Therapy

mily Therapy

ent & Family Education

charge & Aftercare Planning

PEOPLE EXPERIENCE
MENTAL ILLNESS

1 5IN

1-844-991-0916.
All information is completely confidential.ADOLESCENTS & GERIATRIADOLESCENTS & GERIATRIC

• Acti

• Fam

• Pati

• Disc

MENTAL ILLNESS

For more information call1
Our staff is available 24 hours a day. ACS

DONALSONVILLE HOSPITAL

BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH UNIT

DONALSONVILLE HOSPITAL

BEHAVIORAL
HEALTH UNIT
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I magine that every seat in

Ruby Diamond Concert Hall

is occupied by a child. Now

triple that and you’d begin to get a

sense of how many young lives

music teacher Blair Clawson has

touched in his 30 years at Sealey

Elementary School.

LEARNING HOW
‘MUSIC IS BORN’

SEALEY TEACHER HAS BEEN TOUCHING LIVES WITH MUSIC FOR 30 YEARS

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

TOP: Blair Clawson teaches students that a round is a type of canon or a piece of the same
music starting at different times. ABOVE: Engaged music students at Sealey Elementary School. 

See Sealey, Page 7C

opens Friday at AMC 20.

WHEN YOU’RE EXPECTING: A pregnant,
young mother-to-be (Jennifer Lawrence) living
in a remote farmhouse is suddenly visited by
menacing strangers (Ed Harris, Kristen Wiig,
Michelle Pfeiffer) and her poet husband (Javier
Bardem) is not much help in the psychological
horror movie “Mother!” It’s rated R and
opens Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s

Movies

ACTIVE SHOOTERS: Deadly killers (Dylan

O’Brien, Michael Keaton) hired by the U.S.
government join forces with a lethal Turkish
agent (Shiva Nega) to stop a mysterious opera-
tive (Taylor Kitsch) who is planning to start
World War III in the Middle East in the action
pic “American Assassin.” It’s rated R and

Square.

DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN: Two brothers
cannot put aside political feelings while carry-
ing their father’s body down a steep mountain
path to the river for cremation during the
Nepalese Civil War when The Tallahassee Film 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

LYDIA LOVELESS BRINGS THE TWANG TO FSU

See Limelight, Page 2C

Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER
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S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Since many school systems are be-
coming more and more test-score
driven, what greets our children at the
classroom door is not just a smiling
teacher, but a battery of pre-tests. Of
all of the tests that children are forced
to endure yearly, pre-tests actually can
be useful if done right and used proper-
ly. If not, they can become just another
waste of a child’s and teacher’s time. 

The state wants a foundation base
line to see where a child starts in a
subject, as in math. At the end of the
year when post-tests are given, it can
be determined how much growth a
child has made in that subject. This is
all well and good, but the pre-test is
much more valuable than a baseline if
teachers have been given the resources
to make use of what they see.

What a teacher will find is a child’s
success level – what a child actually

knows and can do. They will also find
what a child cannot do. The key to
teaching new information to children is
having a solid idea of what a child’s
abilities are and building on those abil-
ities to march towards the unknown,
the creation of new understandings and
ever-expanding abilities. Understand-
ing begets understanding, confusion
begets confusion.

So, for the pre-test to be useful, the
teacher not only needs to understand a
child’s success level, but have the free-
dom to go to that level and build up – no
matter what that level may be. This is
trickier than it sounds and is the crux
of the matter separating good, efficient,
pleasant classrooms, from the ineffi-
cient, unpleasant and stress-filled ones.

What happens too often is that teach-
ers are forced to give pre-tests, but
then can’t use the information in any
meaningful way, because regardless of
a child’s score or understanding level,
the teacher now has to teach the “curri-
culum.” This puts many teachers in a
bind, because what if a child’s intellec-
tual needs are not in the “curriculum?”

A case in point: What if an algebra
teacher is trying to help a student who

is flunking and finds upon examination
that the young man can’t divide very
well and upon further examination
finds that he can’t divide very well
because he doesn’t know his times ta-
bles? This really shaky foundation im-
pacts his ability to also do fractions or
deal with decimals etc. etc.

For the pre-test to be meaningful,
the teacher should have the ability to
pier-six the algebra curriculum, go to
that student’s success level, no matter
how low, and shore the intellectual
bridge up until it is strong enough to be
crossed into the world of algebra.

This begs the question, “How does a
teacher do this in a class of 30 stu-
dents?” “How does the teacher do this
in a class of 30 students with several
children who are at different stages of
understanding and have a lot of intel-
lectual needs that need to be taught,
reinforced and brought up to speed?”

“How does a teacher stand in the
middle of a class in a so-called “F”
school, with children who need a lot of
remedial help and bring them to suc-
cess?” This is the question of the day. 

Teachers need to have the freedom
to access a child’s ability, give the child

what they need and ignore the “curricu-
lum” until the child is ready. The state
should back them with the necessary
resources, including supplying trained
teacher’s aides who can work with chil-
dren under the direction of the teacher
for small group or individual instruc-
tion. If a child is learning it is a pleasant
experience and they will learn at their
optimum speed.

If learning is unpleasant, such as
children being forced to do things be-
yond their ability level that they are
unprepared for, that they are confused
by, and are stressed by tests that they
are going to flunk and scolded at their
inabilities instead of praised for their
abilities and efforts, the student will
not only not learn at their optimum
speed, but will be looking for the door
labeled “Exit,” whether mentally or
physically.

Unfortunately, stressed teachers are
searching for the same “Exit.” Free the
teacher to do their job. Free the child to
learn. School should be enjoyable.

Bill Hoatson has been an educator in
the Big Bend area for 30 years. Reach
him at billhoatson@yahoo.com, or visit
childachievement.com.

Pre-testing can point out gaps, successes
Bill
Hoatson
GUEST COLUMNIST

More than 3,500 students have made
their way through his classroom and
Clawson said, “even after all these
years, I love coming to work and teach-
ing kids to be musicians.”

Though times have changed and
educational models have come and
gone, Clawson stays true to his over-
arching teaching philosophy of provid-
ing his students with the building
blocks for a life-long love of music. “I
want to give them the tools where they
can be successful at whatever they
decide to try, whether it’s a Celtic
group, a folk group, a rock group, a
church group, whatever.”

Clawson has found that one of the
best ways to support his emerging mu-
sicians is to provide a balance between
individual and group learning experi-
ences. And it doesn’t hurt if they’re fun.
“When you get a game and everybody
is playing it in synch in the classroom,
everyone finds communal joy there and
you’re developing your own talents
individually as well.”

While encouraging his students’
sense of play and exploration, Clawson
stresses that scholarship is an impor-
tant part of artistic development that
helps to set up inquisitive habits for
study and a growth mindset. “I try to
put an emphasis on having a classroom
environment that is supportive, it’s
rigorous but not critical in the negative
sense, it’s critical in the academic
sense.”

“We have a sequential, structured,
scaffolded curriculum, that grows year
by year just like any other subject
areas does. There is a body of knowl-
edge and a set of skills that pertain to
music. It’s like speaking a foreign lan-
guage where you can have subtleties,
nuances, and inflections in the music
that are not verbal but are still power-
ful and communicative.”

His students feel that power and are
delighted to discover another way to
express themselves. Third-grader Khe-
rington Smith enjoys being able to use
her voice and movements to communi-
cate and she believes that “songs help
you share your feelings.” Her friend
Dallas Robinson said that singing “in
different ways makes me feel like I’m

having a moment.”
When reflecting on what he learns

from Clawson, Dallas added, “the thing
about music class is it teaches you how
music is born.” Dallas’ friend Tarie
Wise feels that studying music allows
him to connect to his peers and though
he has musical aspirations for the fu-
ture, they aren’t yet clear. “I’m waiting
to learn more and then I’ll be able to
pick out what I want to do.” 

That’s exactly what Clawson hopes

to build for his students, a path towards
whatever comes next. Though he can
proudly cite examples of students who
have gone on to earn advanced degrees
in performance and others who have
toured as singers with internationally
recognized hip-hop artists, Clawson is
steadfast on one point. “My goal is not

to have virtuosi or super talented pro-
fessional musicians, it’s to have every-
one realize that they can use that mu-
sicianship and as a foundation for their
self-esteem in knowing that they’re a
competent and capable person.”

To qualify for that designation, Claw-
son insists that his students develop a
capacity for compassion as well as
creativity. 

He encourages collaboration in his
classroom and nurtures expressions of
kindness and care for one another, not
only within the confines of the school
but globally as well. 

“One of the things that music does so
beautifully, as we sing songs from dif-
ferent cultures, and as we sing with
people from different cultures, we
learn that they’re human beings just
like us who value beauty and don’t like
pain. As we come to know them through
their music, there is more trust and less
antagonism and, at times, hatred that
you see manifested in our world today.
The arts teach us to feel and to listen
and to open our minds and our hearts to
new sounds, new ideas, new ways of
working. When the arts do that, we’re
much better prepared to be a good
citizen of the world.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Sealey
Continued from Page 1C

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Blair Clawson provides a balance between individual and group learning experiences. 

Blair Clawson uses hand movements that
correspond to the solfège syllables. 

Sealey third-graders have answers for music
teacher Blair Clawson's questions. 

Ever wonder what happens to that
yogurt container after it’s tossed into
the recycling bin? Where does it go
from there? How is it transformed

from a yogurt
container to a
carrying bag,
or building
materials, or a
chair?

For many
of us, recy-
cling is a hab-
it; we hope to
minimize our
waste through
this simple
everyday
task. Taking a
tour of our
local recy-
cling facility,
Marpan, can
both strength-
en our resolve
to recycle
smarter and
more often,

and enlighten us about the processes
involved. 

In July, members of three leading
local groups, Big Bend Sierra Club,
League of Women Voter and Sustain-
able Tallahassee, took a field trip to the
Marpan Recycling facility. It was a
tremendous success with demands for
a second tour and greater focus on
recycling. For that reason, BBSC is
dedicating September to recycling.

On Thursday, Sept. 14, the BBSC

monthly meeting will feature Leon
County Recycling and Sustainability
Manager, Tessa Schreiner. She will
present on the recycling goal set in
Florida Statute: By 2020, Floridians will
recycle at least 75 percent of their
municipal solid waste.

Although 75 percent may sound
daunting, every city, county, business,
school, and citizen in our state can play
a role in meeting this goal. It requires

accepts the lumber, concrete, and met-
al, sorts it, then prepares it for recy-
cling. We will then go to the single
stream household and commercial
recycling area and learn how your own
household material gets sorted and
prepared for recycling. 

If anybody has ever doubted that
their discarded paper, plastics and
glass bottles are actually getting recy-
cled, here’s your chance to watch it in
action. 

political will and a rethinking of our
actions. Tessa will discuss some simple
strategies for reducing waste, some
best practices in the world of recycling,
and Leon County’s pursuit of waste
reduction and sustainability.

On Tuesday, Sept. 18, the BBSC is
hosting a second field trip to the Mar-
pan Recycling facility. Consider joining
us to see first-hand what happens after
that “lively” recycling truck collects
your items. We will visit the construc-
tion debris recycling facility which

Educate yourself with tour of recycling facility
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Members from three leading local groups, Big Bend Sierra Club, League of Women Voters, and
Sustainable Tallahassee, took a field trip to the Marpan Recycling facility in July. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

A field trip to the Marpan Recycling facility is
planned for Tuesday. 

If you go
BBSC September Mem-
ber Meeting
Reaching Florida’s 75%
Recycling Goal
6 p.m. Sept. 14, United
Church, 1834 Mahan Drive
Outing to Marpan
Recycling facility
10:15 a.m., Tuesday, Sept.,
18
To sign up, visit Florida
Sierra Club Outings Page
at http://www.sierra-
club.org/florida/outings-
events. Maximum limit of
15 participants. 
For questions, contact
Michelle Sunset at msun-
set27@gmail.com 
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