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Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating location only. ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY and ASTHMA & ALLERGY FRIENDLY LOGO are Certification Marks and Trademarks of ALLERGY STANDARDS LIMITED. 

The ASTHMA AND ALLERGY FOUNDATION OF AMERICA is a Registered Trademark of AAFA. Combined living areas, L-shaped rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.TD
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CARPET 
CLEANING
3 ROOMS & A HALL

ONLY $99
Residential only. Exp. 9/30/16 

Must Present Coupon at Time of Cleaning.

Must Meet Minimum Charge, Residential Only.

AIR DUCT CLEANING
$50
OFF

Cleaning Completed by 9/30/16

Must Present Coupon at Time of Cleaning.

Must Meet Minimum Charge, Residential Only.

BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET | TILE & GROUT | HARDWOOD | UPHOLSTERY

AIR DUCT | 24 HR EMERGENCY WATER SERVICES

656-1777

G o Pink, Paint the Town

Pink and Pink Lemonade

are making a sweet

return on Oct. 5.

This section of today’s newspaper is
just a small taste of what is to come. In
a little over five weeks, on Wednesday,
Oct. 5, the Tallahassee Democrat will
once again Paint the town Pink! The
entire newspaper will be printed on
pink paper and with a lot of help from
you, businesses, organizations, schools
and buildings, including the iconic Tal-
lahassee Democrat columns, will turn

pink as well. 
In addition to buying pink ribbons,

paint, lighting, clothing and balloons,
start preparing yourself now to serve
pink lemonade to the masses. Last year,
Go Pink Lemonade stands, all 101 of
them, raised over $20,000 for Joanna
Francis Living Well in one day. That’s a
lot of lemonade!

That money, all of that money, went
directly to women with breast cancer
diagnoses in our area. While other or-
ganizations raise very much needed
money for research and treatment,
Joanna Francis Living Well raises mon-
ey for local women to help cover ev-
eryday living expenses like groceries,
rent, electric bills or afterschool care
for their children. All of the other ne-
cessities that don’t go away despite the
fact that these women are now con-
sumed with getting treatment or recov-
ering from treatment for days, weeks
or months on end.

DEMOCRAT FILES 

The city was overrun with pink lemonade stands last October to raise money for Breast Cancer Awareness.

DEMOCRAT FILES 

FSU President John Thrasher talks to student Emma McCoy at FSU's Go Pink lemonade stand on
Landis Green last year. The stand was one of many established up around town for the start of
breast cancer awareness month. 

DRINK IN THE PINK 
GET A TASTE OF WHAT’S TO COME FOR BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH 

Leslie 
Smith
DEMOCRAT MARKETING DIRECTOR

See PINK, Page 4D

It all started with one picture. Jos-
tled awake by turbulence, Art McCon-
nell lifted his head to see a stunning
sunset framing the wing of the air-
plane. Somewhere suspended between
Munich and Berlin, he rummaged
through the bag at his feet, located his
camera and snapped a few photos. Mo-
ments later, the pilot corrected course
and the image was lost but for the shots
McConnell had taken.

A month later, a friend saw the im-
age on the background of McConnell’s
computer and encouraged him to try
selling prints. They spurred one anoth-

er to pursue photography as a hobby,
purchasing Fuji XT-1 cameras and com-

plementary lenses. The act of catching
such fleeting moments couldn’t be
more rock and roll to McConnell, a
roadie whose day job, seeing a bird’s
eye view of a stage, could send him
anywhere in the world for months with
just days notice. 

“My whole life is on the fly,” re-
marks McConnell, who is grateful to
have the opportunity to travel with his
work. “I’m surrounded by music every
day but I don’t take pictures of the acts
or behind the scenes. I’d rather take a
picture of the day off when I’m wander-
ing the city.”

Initially, McConnell, 47, began tak-
ing photos as a release from the stress-
es presented in his line of work. An

Usher tour in 2004 took him to Europe
for the first time. Plastered to the win-
dows of the bus, he was in awe with
every change of scenery and he
snapped photos at a rapid fire pace.
McConnell’s love for theater and being
behind the scenes combined with his
drive to go places manifested in taking
more jobs that toured domestically and
internationally.

Though he calls Philadelphia the
place he’s from, McConnell’s family
was always on the move. His father was
a pilot, while his mother, a painter, en-
couraged McConnell in his artistic
pursuits as a poet and storyteller. He 

TRAVEL THE GLOBE THROUGH ART MCCONNELL’S LENS
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See TRAVEL, Page 3D

ART MCCONNELL

“Munich Flight” is the image that started
McConnell’s photo adventure. 
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2016
Active Living Expo

1400 N. Monroe St.
850-891-4000

Sponsored By:

Thursday

September 15

5 - 8 pm

Light

Refreshments

Friday
September 16

9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Continental
Breakfast

80+

Exhibitors!

Health Screenings &

Demonstrations.

Visit 50 booths to be

eligible for

$200 Value

GRAND

PRIZE

at the

Tallahassee

Senior Center

$3 - 2 Day Admission

Complimentary

Valet

Parking

Flu
Shot
Fair
Thurs., 

Sept. 15 &

Friday, 

Sept. 16

Institute for
Successful
Longevity

®

TD-0000277379

Charles V. Martin and Spring
D. Vaughn are pleased to
announce the wedding of their
daughter, Tanita Martin to
Maurice Thames, son of Marie
Thames and the late Woodrow
Thames.

Tanita received a Masters
Degree in Social Work from
Jackson State University. She
is currently a Mental Health
Therapist in Jackson, MS.

Maurice attended Jackson
State University. He is currently
a Master Sergeant in the United
States Marine Corps.

Tanita is the granddaughter of
Charlie Martin and the late Mae
Francis Martin and Barbara
Vaughn and the late James
Vaughn.

Maurice is the grandson of the
late Bernard and Daisy Bober
and the late Leon Thames Sr.
and Minnie Cubberson.

The wedding will be held on
Saturday, September 3, 2016
at 4:00 p.m.

The location will be at: St.
John M. B. Church 4895
Medgar Evers Blvd. Jackson,
Mississippi.

Tanita Martin • Maurice Thames

T L H  LO C A L

remained gypsy-like in
his college years, hop-
ping from school to
school, but sticking with
pursuits that related to
acting and the theater. At
one point in Illinois he
was dorm-less and relied
on the kindness of a pro-
fessor to provide a hous-
ing solution. 

“I didn’t have a place
to stay so she let me live
on the stage as long as I
would build the set,”
confides McConnell. “For
a couple months I would
go to class during the day
then build the set for the
show and sleep on the
couch in the back. I had a
great time because I was
learning acting, stage
combat, and voice train-
ing, and also how to hang
the lights and set craft.”

He briefly let some
dust settle when he ar-
rived in Tallahassee and
earned his BFA in theater
at Florida State. McCon-
nell was less interested
in learning lines, instead
finding fulfillment in
technical theater. The
Donald L. Tucker Civic
Center gave him his first
job as a stagehand until
The Moody Blues band
came into town in 1994. It
was at that concert that
he became intrigued by
the intricate set of ropes
and supports that made
up the stage and the
brave gentleman who
suspended above it all
assembling the pieces
together.

After discovering he
had no fear of heights,
McConnell jumped in a
harness of his own and
became a stage rigger.
Pretty soon he garnered
a reputation as the “out
of town local” and go-to
guy to call in the south-
east, though he always
maintained Tallahassee
as his home base where
he put down roots with a
family of his own. His
theatrical knowledge
assisting him in rigging
shows from Jacksonville
to Nashville. He’s shim-
mied upside-down at 290
feet in the air, straddled
cables like the man on a
wire, and used immense
strength to stay suspend-
ed midair. 

“It’s exciting and I’ve
done some hairy things,”
admits McConnell. “Now-
adays you have to have
lifelines and safety har-
nesses, but back in the
nineties I would walk air
conditioning ducts to go
somewhere and drop a
line in.”

Though he doesn’t
climb as much anymore,
he still organizes riggers
and stage-manages, feel-
ing fortunate for his tour
family and dream job.
He’s taught the drummer
of Twenty-One Pilots
stage combat, played
pool with idol Roger
Waters, and listens to
some of his favorite rock
music. All the while,
McConnell began culti-
vating his photographic
eye by acting as a videog-
rapher. After rigging all
afternoon, he would jump
in the pit of a concert
with a camera on his
shoulder, projecting live
images onto the sur-
rounding screens for

concertgoers in the nose-
bleeds.

Over the years, he’s
learned different filming
techniques from video
directors. In the chaos of
rock concerts, McConnell
focuses on the fingers
dancing on a guitar, then
pans away for a fade out.
Since the output is broad-
cast unedited, he has
learned to find the capti-
vating image composi-
tions based on instinct
and without much prep-
aration. On the Lady
Antebellum tour, he even
got the chance to be on-
stage with the band.

“I was running around
with them onstage as if
the video camera was
another instrument,”
explains McConnell.
“I’ve slowly gotten better
over the years and
through my work I’ve
learned how to incorpo-
rate the camera eye into
photography. Now when I
go walk a town with my
camera, I’m looking at
the shadows and the way
the reflection on a win-
dow looks and it’s be-
come fun for me.”

He seeks out the histo-
ry of a city through its
structures, and finds his
favorite places to pho-
tograph in the unique
architecture of cathe-
drals and castles that
aren’t typically found in
American landscapes.
Oslo, Norway’s Frogner
Park beckons with its
sculptures, as does a
“Scooby-Doo spooky”
graveyard in Glasgow,
Scotland with crooked
headstones and tilted
crosses. Some of his
more subdued images
tell adrenaline-filled
stories like “Holy Lan-
terns.”

While on the Seal tour,
he was given three hours
to explore Jerusalem
with a small group. They
hopped in a cab with a
man who spoke broken
English and dropped
them off in the hubbub of
the walled city where
they could get lost by the
turn of a corner. Mer-
chants selling everything
from fly-buzzed fish to
fine carpets competed
for their attention, how-
ever, McConnell’s serene
photograph sought to
immortalize his quiet
moment resting his hand
on a holy object.

“We found a guide
who knew every nook
and cranny,” describes
McConnell. “He took us
to the place where Christ
had been taken after the
crucifixion and lanterns
were hung over marble
slab where they laid him
down. The picture to me
resembles the peace of
the event amongst the
chaotic world that sur-
rounds it now.”

Owning an art gallery
in Hannibal, Missouri,
McConnell’s mother

curated one of his first
photography shows.
Though he couldn’t make
it to the reception, he
plans to attend his open-
ing at Oglesby Union’s
art gallery on September
6th at his alma mater.
McConnell goes under
the moniker “Travel
Dreams Photography”
and wants his images to
inspire viewers to set out
on their own escapades,
think creatively, and see
the world.

While photography is
a fairly new adventure
for McConnell, he still
feels the wide-eyed won-
derment of his inner
child pushing him on-
wards in this new mode
of self-expression. From
straddling stage sets to
meandering down wind-
ing stairwells in the cata-
combs of Marseilles,
France, he shares his
photos with the hope that
they will spark conversa-
tions and transport his
friends and family to far
off lands.

“When I’m in Europe
there’s days I get no
sleep,” says McConnell,
who will grab an espres-
so and his camera and
walk for hours. “It’s easy
to get lost working in
your job and life drags
you down, but whether
you like to take pictures
or not, it’s the idea of
getting out there and

exploring. You’ve only
got one life—just go.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Travel
Continued from Page 1D

ART MCCONNELL

“Figure Fountain” is of the water fountain that is in the middle of Frogner Park in Oslo, Norway. 

ART MCCONNELL

Art and Felix the Cat, a cheetah named after the famous
cartoon. This photo was taken in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

IF YOU GO
What: Travel Dreams Photog-
raphy
When: 6-8:30 p.m. on Sept. 6
for Opening Reception,
Exhibition runs 11 a.m.-9 p.m.,
Sept 6-23
Where: Oglesby Gallery, 75 N
Woodward Ave
Cost: Free
Contact: For more informa-
tion, call 850-644-4737 or visit
traveldreamsphotog-
raphy.com. 
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