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In the days before mega-theme parks and
interstate travel, my two brothers and I would
pick up stacks of brochures at visitor centers
and motels and beg my parents to visit places
like Silver Springs, Six Gun Territory and Cy-
press Gardens. However, mom and dad gener-
ally opted for the more educational attractions
such as The Ringling Museum, Edison’s Winter
Home and Marineland.

One afternoon, driving south on U.S. 19 on
our way to see relatives, Dad pulled the old
Rambler station wagon into the parking lot of
Weeki Wachee Springs. Weeki Wachee! Just the
quirky name elicited excitement. Being 11, the 

REVISITING
MERMAIDS 

EXPLORE FLORIDA’S CLASSIC ATTRACTIONS

Doug 
Alderson
TLH BLOGGER

DOUG ALDERSON

Cyndi Hunt at Gatorland entrance.

PROVIDED BY DOUG ALDERSON

1930s Wakulla Springs scene postcard, signed by

Johnny Weismuller on the back.

DOUG ALDERSON
Mermaid waving goodbye at Weeki Wachee
Springs.

See CLASSIC, Page 4D
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DO YOU SUFFER FROM
ASTHMA & ALLERGIES?
WE CAN HELP.

AIR DUCT CLEANINGUPHOLSTERY CLEANING

656-1777
TD-0000276154

Cleaning Completed by 6/30/16
Must present coupon at time of  cleaning.

Must meet minimum charge, residential only.

ANY TILE CLEANING

$20
OFF
$20
OFF
ANY SERVICE

When You Spend $150
Residential Only Exp. 8/31/16

Cleaning Completed by 8/31/16
Must Present Coupon at Time of  Cleaning.

Must Meet Minimum Charge, Residential Only.

$50
OFF

AIR DUCT CLEANINGasthma & allergy friendlyTM
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OFFER

Everyone in her home knew when
young Yoshiko Murdick was painting.
The house was filled with the scent of
turpentine as she studiously composed
on the canvas. Her pieces fluctuated
between serious and dark subject mat-
ter to the natural beauty surrounding
her childhood home. 

In her first grade class in Kobe,
Japan, Murdick vividly remembers
drawing using blue crayons instead of
greens for the surrounding mountains
against her teacher’s instructions.

When she showed it to her father he

commended her artistic eye and she
later received an award for the draw-
ing. Murdick appreciated her family’s
encouragement and felt lucky to be
recognized for her talent. As a teen-
ager, seemingly gloomy ruins piqued
her interest as she sought to capture
their crumbling frames. Looking back,
Murdick, 65, now reflects on her trajec-
tory as an artist and the lighter, natural
themes that are represented in her
current work.

“The artist tendency when you’re
young is to be more attracted to the
serious, dark, and deep,” Murdick
laughs while scowling comically.
“When I got older I just wanted to cre-

ate something pretty and happy. I want
to paint something that makes the view-
ers feel good or nostalgic.”

The colors she utilizes largely de-
pend on her mood but Murdick stays
true to a limited palette approach with
only three colors. She finds that select-
ing one red, blue, and yellow variation
each yields marvelous results and al-
lows colors to harmonize uniquely each
time she picks up her brush. While she
has made several abstract works, she
finds their freedom more challenging
as they lack the constraints that a more
representational image presents.

Watercolorist dips into good times, nostalgia
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

YOSHIKO MURDICK

"Wild Aviary" (2012), 22x29, framed. SeeMURDICK, Page 3D
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I was the only male customer in
World Market the other day, but I’m
usually the only dude in the land of
throw pillows, sconces and area rugs. 

My occasional trips to World Market
are sharply focused on the store’s wine
section. It’s way in the back. Past the
tea towels, candle holders and accent
furniture.

It was early, early August and I was
standing in the check-out line with my
four-pack of vino when one of the
young moms piped up with three of the
most terrifying words on the planet:
Back. To. School. 

She and the other mothers in line
began talking about all the sneakers,
blue jeans and backpacks that were on
sale in this store and that store around
town.

I nearly dropped the bottles of Cas-
tle Rock pinot noir on my toe. Even
after all these years, those three words
make me want to run and hide under
the porch.

When I was a kid growing up in Mar-
ianna, nothing was more of a summer-
time buzzkill than seeing those first
“Back To School Sale” signs appear in
the windows of the locally owned de-
partment stores along Lafayette Street.
That meant, at any given moment, my
mother would drag me and my three
older brothers out of the swimming
hole and march us down to Daffin’s or
Schreiber’s to buy new clothes.

Why did the stores in my hometown
begin stocking fall and winter clothing
in the sweltering dog days of summer?
Someone in the rag trade was under the
impression we lived in the cool, crisp
Green Mountains of Vermont instead of
the booger-wood swamps of North Flor-
ida, where everything was as hot and
steamy as the inside of an opossum’s
mouth.

And why in the pluperfect hell were

all the pants made of corduroy? My
mother had an obsession with corduroy
pants, which gave burlap a run for its
money in terms of skin rash. I always
looked like a lost Yukon lumberjack on
the first day at Golson Elementary
School, walking down the freshly
bleached halls making those horrible
“zoot, zoot, zoot” friction noises with
my corduroy-encrusted legs. If you’re
planning a successful career as a cat
burglar, here’s a piece of advice: Wear
yoga pants and avoid the corduroy.

In high school, when I was turned
loose to follow my own misguided fash-
ion instincts, I gravitated toward the
late-disco-era Nik Nik shirts. The shirts
were made from some sort of petro-
leum-based, nylon-esque material that
was most likely highly flammable, car-
cinogenic and dangerous to wear. They
came in garish colors and usually fea-
tured some bold, printed graphic im-
ages — a gumball machine, a vintage
Rolls-Royce, a Japanese garden, a but-
terfly, a parrot, a ferret and so on.

My favorite Nik Nik shirt, pur-
chased at the Fancy Pants house of
fashion homicide in Panama City
Beach, was a mini-masterpiece featur-
ing horses and an English hunting par-
ty. It meant I was upperclass and fan-
cied the bloodsport of fox-hunting with
people named Nigel. If I’d ever gotten
too close to an open flame, I would have
smelled like burning horse meat.

All the Nik Nik shirts and flare pants
got pushed to the back of the closet
when my friends and I saw a little
movie called “Caddyshack” (1980). The
golf comedy about the slobs versus the
snobs had a profound impact on our
simple little minds. We went off to col-
lege dressed like Carl Spackler, the
gopher-hunting groundskeeper played
by Bill Murray. 

The Carl Spackler couture was sim-
ple, economical and utilitarian (trans-
lation: ugly). The Spackler look re-
quired beaten-up hiking boots, cargo
fatigues from an Army/Navy store, a
Gilligan-style cap and a vintage Hawai-
ian shirt. The in-your-face floral shirts
were added to the Spackler line after a
well-traveled relative died and left his

collection of Hawaiian shirts to my
father. I liberated them from the closet
and wore them until they mercifully
fell apart.

So, as you can clearly tell, I am a
dedicated follower of fashion, just like
The Kinks said. That makes me the
perfect fellow to hand out back-to-
school fashion tips, so I drew up a list. 

These bits of advice are much more
down to earth than, say, the back-to-
school feature that ran in a recent on-
line issue of InStyle magazine. InStyle
recommended that young women buy a
“punchy fire engine shade” peasant’s
dress made by Gucci that retails for a
mere $1,890. Yeah, that will look good
when it’s smeared with Tater Tot grease
in the lunchroom.

OK, let’s get ready to go, gulp, back
to school:

✓When it comes to skirts, dresses
and other ensembles, velvet is the “it

fabric of the fall,” according to all the
in-the-know fashionistas. Go for bold
colors of red, cobalt, orange and pink.
Just make sure your undergarments
and Spanx are made of bulletproof
Kevlar. Sadly, school shootings have not
gone out of style.

✓If you want to get a real-world
reading of what the contemporary col-
lege gal is wearing these days, plant
yourself at an outdoors table at An-
drew’s in downtown Tallahassee. Then
wait for the party bus to arrive at
Clyde’s. On Thursday evenings, when
school is in session, nearly every
female reveler is decked out in short-
shorts, crop-tops and platform-stack
sandals. It looks like a casting call for
Jodie Foster’s role as an underage pros-
titute in a remake of “Taxi Driver”
(1976).

✓Converse sneakers — aka Chuck
Taylors — have never gone out of fash-
ion. These days, they come in many
different colors and patterns other than
your basic black or boring white. The
price tags have also gone up. Way up.
It’s your duty as a parent to remind
your teen, as you are shilling out $65
for canvas shoes that will soon be sto-
len from a locker, that, “These things
used to cost 20 bucks when I was a kid.” 

✓At this point, it’s very clear that the
dreaded preppy look will never die.
Trendy clothing companies such as
Vineyard Vines sell shorts with boat
designs on them for $85 a pop, and a
Party Oxford Slim Tucker shirt by
Vineyard Vines is $125. You will go
broke making your son look like Greg
Marmalard from the Omega Theta Pi in
“Animal House” (1978). 

✓Jack Rogers sandals, which look a
lot like the ones worn by Heddy Lamar
when she played hair-loppin’ Delilah,
are the must-haves for girls in middle
and high school. You will need to float a
loan because they top out at $150 per
pair. Try tricking your daughter by
convincing her that Showaflops shower
shoes ($17) are all the rage these days.
And, as an added bonus, no foot fungus!

Contact Mark Hinson at mhin-
son@tallahassee.com

Here are some cool school fashion tips 
Mark 
Hinson
DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER
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Who knew that Jodie Foster’s underage
prostitute character in “Taxi Driver” (1976)
would be a fashionable trendsetter 40 years
later?

Priced for the Whole Family to Eat Together!

CALL AHEAD FOR TAKE-OUT

Jim & Milt’s
BAR-B-QUE

A Tallahassee Bar-B-Que Tradition Since 1969

Across from
Westwood

Shopping Ctr

Better BBQ,
Better Price.

Locally owned and operated for 45 years
BECAUSE WE ARE THE BEST!

1923 W. Pensacola St • 576-3998 • JimandMilts.com
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kitchentuneup.com

Kitchen Tune-Up has two independenlty owned & operated franchise locations serving our area.

1 Day Tune-Up
Refacing & Redooring
New Cabinets & Design

KITCHEN UPDATES MADE SIMPLE!

Granite Sealing

850.364.1085 850.765.0558

We have kitchen solutions for every need and
budget. Many projects complete in 1-5 days.
Contact Frank or Chuck today to schedule a
no-obligation estimate.

TALLAHASSEE ORTHOPEDIC CLINIC WELCOMES
Tony Bryant, M.D.

3334 Capital Medical Blvd | Tallahassee, FL 

Call 850-877-8174 to schedule 
an appointment today!

Orthopedic Surgeon, fellowship trained in foot and ankle surgery 

TD-0000276329

Florida Lupus
Summit

August 29, 2016, 8AM-4PM
Four Points Hotel, Tallahassee, FL

“Exploring the National Public
Health Agenda for Lupus”
For patients, health care
professionals and pastors

Register Online Now
EVENTBRITE.COM

Supported by a grant from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
through a partnership between the American College of Rheumatology 

and the National Association of Chronic Disease Directors.

- Free Registration/Lunch,
3-$50 Gift Cards, CE/CME -

850-224 -1177
www.bigbendahec.org

Murdick considers her
work to be impression-
istic, only using pho-
tographs as points of
reference and relying on
her memory to fill in the
blanks. Local parks like
Wakulla Springs and St.
Marks National Wildlife
Refuge are frequent
haunts, as she seeks out
migratory water birds —
wood storks, great
egrets, blue herons, and
anhingas — to paint. Her
travels to Japan, Costa
Rica, Guatemala and
most recently Spain are
equally as motivating as
she’ll often take many
photos and combine fea-
tures from each in her
mind’s eye. 

“To go to a new place
and see an unexpected
scene gives me a push,”
explains Murdick. “It’s
like an encounter, very
close to human relation-
ships, like people and
chemistry. Some paint-
ings talk to you, and even
if a very good one doesn’t
talk to you that mystery
is interesting.”

While she earned her
first degree in literature
in Kyoto, Murdick be-
longed to many art
groups in Japan and ex-
hibited her oil paintings
before arriving in the
U.S. as an international
art student in Pennsylva-
nia. During that time she
explored ceramics,

sculptures, and print-
making and learned an
immense amount about
painting from professor
Gail Boak, whom she
admired for his kindness
and skill.

Soon after she gradu-
ated, Murdick went back
for an MBA in account-
ing. She moved away
from art for a time, set-
tling in Tallahassee and
working as an adjunct
Japanese language in-
structor at Florida State
University. At the sug-
gestion of her husband
and close friends, she
returned to art after 20
years and enrolled in the
Senior Center’s figure
drawing classes, before
transitioning into water-
color.

“Once you’re an artist,
you go back to art,”
smiles Murdick. “I feel
lucky to be able to do so.
I fell in love with water-
color because I can have
a happy accident.”

She became a water-
colorist in the pre-Google

era and found answers to
her many questions in
the Tallahassee Watercol-
or Society’s (TaWS)
newsletter, as well as the
camaraderie of fellow
artists. 

She put her account-
ing skills to work as
TaWS treasurer and is
grateful to the group for
providing a supporting
foundation and is ada-
mant that young people
continue to get involved. 

“Each instructor has
their own experience and
view of the world and
that inspires me,” says
Murdick. “When (Chee)
illustrated the children’s
book, ‘Old Turtle,’ he did
2,000 sketches of a turtle

so he could freely paint
the turtle and start cre-
ating. He was obsessed
with art, and I admire
that kind of hard work.”

Though she confesses
that she makes 10 to 20
sketches at most before
putting brush to canvas,
Murdick focuses intense-
ly on one painting per
week. In the afternoons,
Murdick paints in her
studio, Yoshiko’s Art
House, which found a
new home on All Saints
Street after relocating
from Railroad Square.
With watercolor, she
warns against overwork-
ing an image, which is
termed “making mud.”
Unlike the oils of her
past, maintaining the
maximum level of trans-
parency and least
amount of layers helps to
keep a piece “flat and
open.” By allowing the
eye to rest, she hopefully
transports her viewers to
a happy memory.

She has sold 80 paint-
ings since 2004 and ex-

hibited work throughout
the community. Addition-
ally, she has achieved her
goals to become a signa-
ture member in Georgia
and Tallahassee’s water-
color societies. Even in
the face of a rejection
letter, her philosophy is
to look ahead to the fol-
lowing year. Murdick is
happy to be a part of the
2016 Brush Strokes exhi-
bition, and will show
“Lake lamonia in May”
and “My World is Fading
Away.” The latter revis-
its the decaying architec-
ture of her youth, but is
re-envisioned by Mur-
dick with a wiser opti-
mism.

“When my mother was
80 years old, she looked
at the sky and comment-
ed on its beauty,” remi-
nisces Murdick. “Usually

when we’re younger and
too busy, we don’t have
time, but anything can be
inspiring if it’s the right
moment. I try to remem-
ber what my mother said
and appreciate the sky.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.
org).

Murdick
Continued from Page 1D

IF YOU GO
What: 2016 Brush Strokes
Exhibition
When: Opening reception,
6-7:30 p.m. on Aug.18; Art-
work on display through
Sept. 26 8-5 p.m., Monday
through Friday 
Where: City Hall Galleries,
300 South Adams St
Cost: Free
Contact: For more informa-
tion, visit cocanet.org or
contact Amanda Karioth
Thompson at 850-224-2500.

YOSHIKO MURDICK

Artist Yoshiko Murdick photographed in front of her work. 
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