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Watercolorist dips into good times, nostalgia
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

Everyone in her home knew when
young Yoshiko Murdick was painting.
The house was filled with the scent of
turpentine as she studiously composed
on the canvas. Her pieces fluctuated
between serious and dark subject matter to the natural beauty surrounding
her childhood home.
In her first grade class in Kobe,
Japan, Murdick vividly remembers
drawing using blue crayons instead of
greens for the surrounding mountains
against her teacher’s instructions.
When she showed it to her father he

commended her artistic eye and she
later received an award for the drawing. Murdick appreciated her family’s
encouragement and felt lucky to be
recognized for her talent. As a teenager, seemingly gloomy ruins piqued
her interest as she sought to capture
their crumbling frames. Looking back,
Murdick, 65, now reflects on her trajectory as an artist and the lighter, natural
themes that are represented in her
current work.
“The artist tendency when you’re
young is to be more attracted to the
serious, dark, and deep,” Murdick
laughs while scowling comically.
“When I got older I just wanted to cre-

ate something pretty and happy. I want
to paint something that makes the viewers feel good or nostalgic.”
The colors she utilizes largely depend on her mood but Murdick stays
true to a limited palette approach with
only three colors. She finds that selecting one red, blue, and yellow variation
each yields marvelous results and allows colors to harmonize uniquely each
time she picks up her brush. While she
has made several abstract works, she
finds their freedom more challenging
as they lack the constraints that a more
representational image presents.
YOSHIKO MURDICK

See MURDICK, Page 3D

"Wild Aviary" (2012), 22x29, framed.
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YOSHIKO MURDICK

Artist Yoshiko Murdick photographed in front of her work.

sculptures, and printmaking and learned an
immense amount about
painting from professor
Gail Boak, whom she
admired for his kindness
and skill.
Soon after she graduated, Murdick went back
for an MBA in accounting. She moved away
from art for a time, settling in Tallahassee and
working as an adjunct
Japanese language instructor at Florida State
University. At the suggestion of her husband
and close friends, she
returned to art after 20
years and enrolled in the
Senior Center’s figure
drawing classes, before
transitioning into watercolor.
“Once you’re an artist,
you go back to art,”
smiles Murdick. “I feel
lucky to be able to do so.
I fell in love with watercolor because I can have
a happy accident.”
She became a watercolorist in the pre-Google

era and found answers to
her many questions in
the Tallahassee Watercolor Society’s (TaWS)
newsletter, as well as the
camaraderie of fellow
artists.
She put her accounting skills to work as
TaWS treasurer and is
grateful to the group for
providing a supporting
foundation and is adamant that young people
continue to get involved.
“Each instructor has
their own experience and
view of the world and
that inspires me,” says
Murdick. “When (Chee)
illustrated the children’s
book, ‘Old Turtle,’ he did
2,000 sketches of a turtle

so he could freely paint
the turtle and start creating. He was obsessed
with art, and I admire
that kind of hard work.”
Though she confesses
that she makes 10 to 20
sketches at most before
putting brush to canvas,
Murdick focuses intensely on one painting per
week. In the afternoons,
Murdick paints in her
studio, Yoshiko’s Art
House, which found a
new home on All Saints
Street after relocating
from Railroad Square.
With watercolor, she
warns against overworking an image, which is
termed “making mud.”
Unlike the oils of her
past, maintaining the
maximum level of transparency and least
amount of layers helps to
keep a piece “flat and
open.” By allowing the
eye to rest, she hopefully
transports her viewers to
a happy memory.
She has sold 80 paintings since 2004 and ex-
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hibited work throughout
the community. Additionally, she has achieved her
goals to become a signature member in Georgia
and Tallahassee’s watercolor societies. Even in
the face of a rejection
letter, her philosophy is
to look ahead to the following year. Murdick is
happy to be a part of the
2016 Brush Strokes exhibition, and will show
“Lake lamonia in May”
and “My World is Fading
Away.” The latter revisits the decaying architecture of her youth, but is
re-envisioned by Murdick with a wiser optimism.
“When my mother was
80 years old, she looked
at the sky and commented on its beauty,” reminisces Murdick. “Usually

when we’re younger and
too busy, we don’t have
time, but anything can be
inspiring if it’s the right
moment. I try to remember what my mother said
and appreciate the sky.”
Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.
org).
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Murdick considers her
work to be impressionistic, only using photographs as points of
reference and relying on
her memory to fill in the
blanks. Local parks like
Wakulla Springs and St.
Marks National Wildlife
Refuge are frequent
haunts, as she seeks out
migratory water birds —
wood storks, great
egrets, blue herons, and
anhingas — to paint. Her
travels to Japan, Costa
Rica, Guatemala and
most recently Spain are
equally as motivating as
she’ll often take many
photos and combine features from each in her
mind’s eye.
“To go to a new place
and see an unexpected
scene gives me a push,”
explains Murdick. “It’s
like an encounter, very
close to human relationships, like people and
chemistry. Some paintings talk to you, and even
if a very good one doesn’t
talk to you that mystery
is interesting.”
While she earned her
first degree in literature
in Kyoto, Murdick belonged to many art
groups in Japan and exhibited her oil paintings
before arriving in the
U.S. as an international
art student in Pennsylvania. During that time she
explored ceramics,

What: 2016 Brush Strokes
Exhibition
When: Opening reception,
6-7:30 p.m. on Aug.18; Artwork on display through
Sept. 26 8-5 p.m., Monday
through Friday
Where: City Hall Galleries,
300 South Adams St
Cost: Free
Contact: For more information, visit cocanet.org or
contact Amanda Karioth
Thompson at 850-224-2500.
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Kitchen Tune-Up has two independenlty owned & operated franchise locations serving our area.
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