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asthma & allergy friendlyth & ll g f i dl

DO YOU SUFFER FROM
ASTHMA & ALLERGIES?
WE CAN HELP.

AIR DUCT CLEANINGUPHOLSTERY CLEANING

656-1777
TD-0000276154

Cleaning Completed by 6/30/16
Must present coupon at time of  cleaning.

Must meet minimum charge, residential only.

ANY TILE CLEANING

$20
OFF
$20
OFF
ANY SERVICE

When You Spend $150
Residential Only Exp. 8/31/16

Cleaning Completed by 8/31/16
Must Present Coupon at Time of  Cleaning.

Must Meet Minimum Charge, Residential Only.

$50
OFF

AIR DUCT CLEANINGasthma & allergy friendlyTM

EXTENDED
OFFER

A
rtist Stephen Bennett Smith is

always ready to ride the wave.

He’s an outdoorsman in love

with Florida’s beaches and oceans, which

gave him many opportunities to swim and

boat. He was an avid surfer in Long

Island, New York, and continued when his

family relocated to Daytona. Music has

always been another interest, learning the

guitar and keyboard alongside his

burgeoning interest in art at the age of 8.

STEPHEN SMITH

Plein air painter Stephen Smith works outside in Grayton Beach. 

STEPHEN SMITH

"Last Light" depicts the outdoors in Grayton Beach. 

OUTDOORSMAN’S OPEN AIR PAINTINGS MAKE A SPLASH

See SMITH, Page 5D

TRUE COLORS

AMANDA SIERADZKI COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS
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T L H  LO C A L

Smith’s plein air paint-
ings are being shown
among others as part of
the Under Florida Skies
exhibition at Picture
Frames Unlimited. It’s
the second event with the
Plein Air Tallahassee
group and will run
through Aug. 31. 

Smith began drawing
cartoons and cars via his
father, an engineer who
often left drafting ma-
terials like pencils and
triangles within reach. In
high school, he took in-
spiration from psyche-
delic posters and pop art
and began sketching his
own poster designs. Lat-
er, he graduated from the
University of Florida in
1974 with a degree in fine
art and painting, naming
Hiram Williams as a
significant mentor in his
loose figurative work.

“Emotion is closely
tied to my work,” said
Smith. “It’s everything to
me really because with-
out it there wouldn’t be a
real reason to paint. It’s
like improvising a piece
of music or surfing
where you’re totally
caught up in the moment,
the movements, and the
sound.”

In his home studio,
Smith, 63, continued on a
more abstract painting
path working on large-
scale expressionistic
portraits with bright,
bold primary colors. He
balances a day job at the
Museum of Florida His-
tory as an exhibit design-
er, equally enjoying the
speed of digital work and
making computer il-
lustrations for posters
and interactive games.
As a graphic designer for
43 years, he says his
work has played a major
role in his approach to a
canvas.

Painting the moment
The same process he

uses in commercial art is
translated into his out-
door paintings. It’s given
him the chance to experi-
ment with elements of
color and composition,
and ultimately find dyna-
mism in landscape
scenes. Smith will ana-
lyze each component of
an image and find the
most important piece
that he wants to show and
give priority to in order
to get his idea across.

“Through being a
designer, I’ve realized
that sometimes simplic-
ity is the best solution,”
says Smith. “I’m really
trying to communicate
visually and verbally by
manipulating typog-
raphy, but relating a
message is also very
important. With painting,
it may just be how I feel
about the moment or the
scene that I’m viewing.” 

It was after reading
“Fill Your Oil Paintings
with Light & Color” by
Kevin MacPherson that
he discovered plein air
art. The phrasing is bor-
rowed from the French
Impressionist painters to

mean in open air,” and is
a way for artists to work
outdoors. Smith’s passion
for the natural world
surrounding his Florida
home came through in
his own plein air work
that he started in 2005.

Smith finds the memo-
ries hung on the walls of
his home to be the most
valuable aspect of plein
air painting, keeping
many rather than selling
a record of the time
spent on location. He’s
part of many plein air
groups, and has partici-
pated in many “paint
outs” in and around the
Tallahassee area, where
Smith gives credit to
organizer Lorraine Clark
who secured locations
like Mill Stone Planta-
tion. The largest was in
Apalachicola, which was
a conference of about 200
painters, followed by his
first workshop in New
Mexico with MacPher-
son.

“It was a great ad-
venture,” recalls Smith.
“The value of plein air
paintings is just having a
permanent memory of
what you did that day and
they almost become like
friends to you. They’re
your accomplishments
and you look at them and
say, ‘I remember what it
was like that day, and I
remember what New
Mexico light and the sky
was like.’”

Color and texture
In Smith’s typical

plein air set-up he uses
an umbrella to keep the
sunlight off an image and
the palette to avoid being
blinded by the intensity
of the natural light. He
prefers to stand as he
works to allow for free
movement and the mo-
ments where he needs to
step back and evaluate
what a painting needs
next. He enjoys this
physicality combined

with the challenges that
the outdoors poses such
as insects and changing
weather.

He describes his plein
air style as loose and
painterly, with aims of
painting spontaneously
versus the realist ap-
proach. Smith interprets
the landscape through
accessing emotions, al-
lowing his passion for
painting to be conveyed
in an image in order to
determine the overall
feeling of a piece. Cap-
turing life in the seem-
ingly inanimate is
achieved through his
brushwork, making the
mark of the artist obvi-
ous instead of trying to
hide it with a blending
brush. 

“I’m not interested in
creating an illusion,”
describes Smith. “I’m
more interested in cre-
ating an object and I
want the paint to be very
important to the whole
finished piece. I don’t
want to hide the paint by
blending carefully, and
instead I like to show the
paint on the surface.”

When traveling to
locations, he carries four
colors and uses a limited
palette. Smith says using
less not only makes it
more portable, but mix-

ing fewer colors creates
greater harmony on the
canvas. Texture is anoth-
er important aspect and
he uses a palette knife
more than a brush to
apply thicker paint, giv-
ing a more dramatic
effect to the surface of
his work.

Going on safari
Water is a continuous

theme and often the cen-
terpiece for his outdoor
works, which he tries to
complete in three to four-
hour sittings. He enjoys
traveling far and wide,
from Monterey, Cali-
fornia, to St. Mark’s Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge for
picturesque beach
scenes. He recently
caught some sun and surf
in Waikiki, Hawaii and
wants to return to paint
its landscape. One of his
more memorable local
trips around Florida was
to Western Lake where a
particularly stunning
sunset captured his
imagination with a direct
view from where he was
camping.

“It’s really like going
on safari where you’re on
the hunt and you want to
come back with a good
painting,” says Smith.
“Being outdoors gives
you inspiration that you
can’t get in the studio
when you’re trying to
render or reproduce
what you see from na-
ture. Painting from life
also gives you true colors

and you can see detail in
the shadows.” 

In the past, he’s shown
his work as part of the
South of Soho Coopera-
tive Art Gallery in Rail-
road Square and hosted
several one-man shows
around town. Most re-
cently, the piece, “Sunset
over Western Lake,” is
currently being shown
among others as part of
the Under Florida Skies
exhibition at Picture
Frames Unlimited. It’s
the second event with the
Plein Air Tallahassee
group and will run
through Aug. 31. Smith
enjoys the camaraderie
of the group, where the
intensity and energy of
being surrounded by
other artists fuels what
can sometimes be a sol-
itary experience.

Even after a some-
what quiet “paint out,”
where some are zoned
into their work and oth-
ers walk around to cri-
tique and socialize, Smith
can feel exhausted after
three hours of concentra-
tion. He’s looking for-
ward to retirement
where he can immerse
himself more into his
artwork, both abstract
and plein air, and re-
marks on how mental
attitude plays a big part
in the entire process.
However, painting brings
him to his happy place
always, and he is most at
peace under the sun or in
his studio, and with a
brush in his hand.

“Some people are
great at talking about
art,” muses Smith. “But
for me, it’s all about do-
ing it and seeing it. Paint-
ings communicate by
themselves, or if not,
they create a mystery
that intrigues.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Smith
Continued from Page 1D

STEPHEN SMITH

“Jack of Hearts.” 

IF YOU GO
What: Under Florida Skies,
member exhibition of Plein
Air Tallahassee
When: 9 a.m.-6 p.m., through
Aug. 31
Where: Picture Frames Un-
limited, 2774 Capital Circle
NE
Cost: Free
Contact: For more informa-
tion, call 850-422-0088 or visit
pictureframesunlimited.com
/Exhibitions.html.

The 9th Annual Senior Artist Show-
case is an annual juried art exhibition,
celebrating the creative talent of senior-
aged artists in the Big Bend area. The 41
artists come from all walks of life, ama-
teur and professional artists. Some are
retired and others are employed full-
time. The thing these artists have in com-
mon is that they are over the age of 50
and are passionate about creating art.
Their artworks capture people and
places, moments and memories — a
street musician in New Orleans, a curi-
ous cow, a rose in full bloom, children on
the beach and a nap in a hammock.

This is the ninth year for what has be-
come an annual juried art exhibit for Tal-
lahassee’s senior citizens. Exhibition ju-
ror Amanda Karioth Thompson, educa-
tion and exhibition director with the
Council on Culture & Arts, selected 71
artworks for the exhibits from images
submitted for consideration and has se-
lected awards. The artworks are dis-
played, at the Tallahassee Senior Center,
1400 N. Monroe St., 2nd floor auditorium
and 1st floor dining room, through Sept.
30, and at the LeRoy Collins Leon County
Library, 200 W. Park Avenue, 2nd floor
gallery through Sept. 28.

The Art Reception and Award Cere-
mony is 6-8 p.m. Friday at the TSC Audi-
torium. Steve Sternberg will play music

and hors d’oeuvres and beverages will
be served. Donations are appreciated.

September is National Senior Center
Month. Membership week at the Senior
Center culminates with a member ap-
preciation event on Friday, Sept. 30, at 7
p.m. in the TSC auditorium, with enter-
tainment by Pure Platinum. Art classes
and exhibitions are just some of the pro-
grams, outreach and services offered at
the Senior Center that are funded by
membership support.

For more information on the Senior
Artist Showcase, email Leslie.Puck-
ett@talgov.com or call 850-891-4016. For
more information on membership or the
member appreciation event, email Li-
sa.DollarCovert@talgov.com or call 850-
891-4041.

41 artists shine at Senior Artist Showcase
LESLIE PUCKETT
TALLAHASSEE SENIOR CENTER 

TALLAHASSEE SENIOR CENTER 

Artist Mary Berman, former computer programmer, stands beside an oil painting of her
daughter Tara and son Cole, holding their kites at the beach, inspired by a photo. 

TALLAHASSEE SENIOR CENTER

Exhibition juror Amanda Karioth Thompson is
enamored with “Faded Sunflower” by Robert
DeWitt Smith. 
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