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MEMPHIS, Tenn. - The pilgrims are
p.o.’d.

I am standing along Elvis Presley
Boulevard in the south part of Memphis
on the night of Aug. 15. The street is
blocked off by police to allow thousands
of Elvis fans to pass through the gates of
Graceland and visit the King of Rock ‘n’
Roll’s grave site during a candlelight
vigil. It’s hot. People are starting to faint.

There’s a lot grumbling among the
true believers because, at the last min-
ute, they found out they required an
Elvis Week Property Pass to take part in
the candlelight vigil. The cost is $28.75
per person. For 39 years, the vigils have

been free. I guess Lisa Marie and ‘Cilla
Baby need to pay for the new $45 million
entertainment complex and luxury hotel
that have been built across the street and
next door to Graceland.

“Elvis wouldn’t like this one bit,” one
pilgrim sporting a jet-black dye job and
large sideburns says as I push my way
out of the crowd and head for my cheap
motel down the road.

Along the way, I drive by The Pony:
America’s Strip Joint, which is painted a
garish shade of purple and pink. The
building is accented with statues of
white, bucking horses on the roof. A
large sign in the parking lot proclaims:
“Elvis would hang here.”

I am doubtful.
My motel is located by the airport.

Make that under a runway at Memphis
International. Around 3 a.m., I am nearly
blown out of bed by the roar of a jet 

Memo from Memphis: Graceland is a little pricey 

MARK HINSON/DEMOCRAT

One of the many tributes left on the lawn of Graceland during the 40th anniversary of Elvis
Presley‘s death. See Hinson, Page 3D
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Hinson
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ROBERT DEWITT SMITH

Robert Dewitt Smith teaches painting at the Tallahassee Senior Center and has a couple of
paintings on display at the upcoming Senior Artist Showcase and reception on Friday. 
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ASTHMA AND ALLERGY
FRIENDLY CARPET CLEANING

BEYONDCARPET CLEANING
CARPET |TILE &GROUT | HARDWOOD | UPHOLSTERY 656-1777FL #CAC1816408

AL #08158

TD-0000287735

3 ROOMS
AND ONE HALL

ONLY $99

1 ROOM OF TILE CLEANED
(up to and 300 sq ft)

1 ROOM OF TILE CLEANED
(up to 100 sq ft)

Minimum Charge Apply. Residential Only. Offer expires 8/31/2017. Promo Code: August

$99Minimum Charge Apply. Residential Only. Offer expires 8/31/2017. Promo Code: August
Combined living room/dining room and room over 300sq.ft. are considered two rooms.

CARPET CLEANED
AND

R
obert Dewitt Smith believes
“if you’ve never smelled an
elephant then you shouldn’t
paint one.”

As a Tallahassee-native
painter and art educator for the better
part of seven decades, Smith is current-
ly an instructor for the
Tallahassee Senior
Center. In his classes,
he engages with stu-
dents on a wide spec-
trum of ages and apti-
tudes, from seasoned
artists as young as 90 to
aspiring pupils as old as 13.

He emboldens many who are 55 or
older to enter shows like the Senior
Artist Showcase, which is on display
through Sept. 27 at the Senior Center
Art Gallery. 

Smith’s core belief in a painting’s
ability to engage with personal experi-
ence and surroundings is ever present
in his own work — he jokes it’s why no
one would ever find a mountain land-
scape in his pieces as it’s the one miss-

ing land feature in Florida landscapes.
Sites like St. Mark’s Wildlife Refuge
invigorate Smith, and though his style
is expansive in its array of eclectic
subject matter and methods, it remains
rooted in genuine and honest explora-
tions of landscape and figures.

“I think somebody ought to have,
somewhere in their psyche, an under-
standing of the things that they paint,”

says Smith. “It’s not just
copying images, but
having some relation-
ship to whatever it is
that is your subject mat-
ter.”

Smith holds a BFA in
art and advertising from

Florida State University and a master’s
from Syracuse University. Having dual
interests in producing work for both
utilitarian and fine arts purposes, Smith
has held positions in graphics at mul-
tiple colleges including, the University
of South Florida, Florida Atlantic Uni-
versity, Syracuse University, and the
State University of New York at Oswe-
go. 

Paint locally
Tallahassee native brings what he knows to
the canvas for Senior Showcase exhibit 
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

JASON CARD

Latte and
cappucino at
Journeyman

Coffee.

See Senior, Page 6D
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Labor Day, September 4, 2017
–– at ––

J.R. Alford Greenway

1M FUN RUN/WALK over the scenic

Lafayette Heritage Trail Canopy Walkway

5K TRAIL RUN/WALK in the

J.R. Alford Greenway with chip timing

8:00am

START TIME

8:30am

START TIME

Register. Volunteer. Donate.

BluebirdRun.com

Brought to you by NAMI Tallahassee, the National Alliance on Mental Illness

Mon-Sat 7:30-8:00 Sun 8:00-6:00
2743 Capita l C i rc le , NE 850-386-2114

ESPOSITO’S
isTallahassee’s Grilling Headquarters!ss rilling H

Check out our extensive
selection of grilling
accessories!

536 North Monroe Street • Tallahassee, FL 32301
850-681-7761 • AmericanCommerceBank.com

LET THE CD RATES

ROLL!

APY 12mos
CD Rates

LIMITED
TIME OFFER

Rates are effective as of August 1, 2017 and are subject to change
without notice. Minimum $5,000. Annual Percentage Yield (APY)

*APY assumes principal and interest remain on
deposit until maturity. A penalty may be

imposed for early withdrawal.

s.

e

APY 24mos.
CD Rates!

LIMITED
TIME OFFER

1.70%

TD-TLH0004357-13TD-TLH0004384-09

THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF THE BIG BEND

PROVIDE A FUN, SAFE AND NURTURING

ENVIRONMENT FOR APPROXIMATELY 300 KIDS,

AGES 5-18, DAILY.

BOYS&
GIRLS
CLUBS

MISSION
STATEMENT

To inspire and enable all young people,

especially those who need us most, to reach

their full potential as productive, caring and

responsible citizens.

(850) 656-8100
www.bgcbb.orgMAKE ADONATION

Painting has also taken him as far as
Nigeria with the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development, where he served
as an adviser to the country’s Minister
of Education teaching local artists
methods of using art for television and
instruction. At the Tallahassee Senior
Center, one of his main focuses in oil
painting is imparting the importance of
value versus color to his beginning art
students. 

“I like to respect the basic principles
of how painting is derived,” says Smith.
“So often I hear students of mine and
other painters saying how much they
love color, but color is secondary to
value. If I take a picture of the painting
in black and white, it should still stand
out as a good painting. But if you don’t
have the values, the darkness and
lights, then it will not stand out no mat-
ter how good the coloring is.”

This ideology can be witnessed in
Smith’s photorealistic painting, “1911
Downtown Tallahassee,” which won
first place in the Gadsden Arts Center’s
annual show. The work captures a his-
torical photo sourced from his late
grandmother’s photo album, showing

his great
aunt and
her two
sons seated
in a horse
and buggy
on Monroe
Street two
years be-
fore it was
paved.
Smith put
in extra
research to
understand
the me-
chanics of

the carriage, and only utilized ivory
black and titanium white oils to stay
true to the era and highlight the pho-
tograph’s details.

His process differs however based
on any given project, as he has painted
colorful subjects ranging from the old
cars and boats of Carrabelle to succes-
sions of Virginia creeper paintings. In
order to avoid “writer’s block,” he will
revisit topics via series as a way of
constantly pulling from a “reserve of
inspiration.” Smith also enjoys plein air
painting and uses its on-site and in the
moment activity to motivate ideas. 

“Plein air paintings make you do
something,” says Smith. “You load your-
self up in your car, go somewhere, set
up, find something quick, and get it
done.”

He’s always seeking a challenge,
however, whether it’s starting with a
painted canvas in a wildly different
color than he’s used to, using a palette
knife over his preferred brushes, or
starting with a blank canvas and no
drawing preparation. Smith has never
been fond of philosophical explanations
on why he makes work, and instead
opts for an artist statement that focuses
on expanding his “visual vocabulary.” 

Smith feels honored to have been
involved with the Tallahassee Senior
Center for 10 years, and wants more
people in the community to know about
its “high caliber instructional staff.” He
welcomes anyone open to experiencing
a new medium to his class, and thor-
oughly enjoys the ability to pass along
his knowledge of oils to his students.
He subscribes to the idea that when it
comes to teaching, sometimes it’s just
best to “turn [students] loose,” as he
walks a tightrope of encouragement
and guidance. 

“It’s a two-way street, and I wouldn’t
be painting as well as I do now without
my students,” says Smith. “It’s reward-
ing to see them producing art, doing
well, and getting work in shows.” 

With the upcoming Senior Artist
Showcase and reception on Friday,
Sept. 1, Smith is proud of his students
who entered into the show; he entered a
few works himself titled “Torreya Area
Shed” and “WJII at Carrabelle,” but
wants the focus to remain on his stu-
dents and their growth. 

As he hops around from canvas to
canvas over the course of one of his
three-hour classes, Smith is delighted
to hear from individuals on how art has
influenced their perspective. No matter

if they’re pursuing it recreationally or
professionally, he sees those realiza-
tions as greater than any awarded prize
or accomplishment. 

“A lot of us go through life accepting
whatever passes through our corneas,
but art causes you to reflect on what

you see,” remarks Smith. “There’s so
much that you can gain from trying to
express something visually, and a lot of
times I have students who say they
don’t look at trees the same way or they
go down the street and look at a build-
ing as an art piece. The more you do it,
the more you see, and I advise people to
get involved with art so that they can
see the world better.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Senior
Continued from Page 1D

ROBERT DEWITT SMITH

Firefighter Retired by Robert Dewitt Smith, who teaches art at the Tallahassee Senior Center. 

If you go
What: Senior Artist Showcase
When: Reception 6-8 p.m.,
Friday, Sept. 1, gallery open
to view through Sept. 27
Where: Tallahassee Senior
Center Art Gallery & Audi-
torium, 1400 N Monroe St. 
Cost: Free, donations accept-
ed
Contact: For more informa-
tion please visit http://
www.talgov.com/seniors/
seniorservices.aspx. 

“I think somebody ought
to have, somewhere in
their psyche, an
understanding of the
things that they paint. It’s
not just copying images,
but having some
relationship to whatever it
is that is your subject
matter.”
ROBERT DEWITT SMITH

L IFE
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