
Tallahassee Democrat - 08/20/2017 Page : D01

Copyright © 2017 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 08/20/2017
August 21, 2017 9:47 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 64% from original to fit letter page


Even as she gears up for a book sign-
ing at one of her favorite local haunts,
My Favorite Books, new author Donna
Brown admits that she never thought
she’d write a book. She developed a
voracious appetite for reading from her
father and was praised for her writing
by her peers and teachers in school.
However, she pursued her bachelor’s in
criminology from Florida State Univer-
sity, putting her on the path to the Talla-
hassee Police Department. 

Brown served for 26 years on the
force and spent a decade of her tenure
supervising the homicide unit. Writing
reappeared on her horizon only after
retirement, and her muse came from an
unlikely place.

With the climate around law enforce-
ment shifting in the past couple years,
Brown saw an opportunity to open a
dialogue between the men and women
sworn to serve and their communities,
and so she began to write “Behind and
Beyond the Badge.” 

“I’ll be the first to tell you that there
are those who shouldn’t be doing the

job, and when a police officer does
something questionable it comes into
the media spotlight,” said Brown. “I
was blessed to work with some amazing
people. These people live in and love
the same communities, and the more I
got to thinking about it, I thought this
was something readers needed to know
— they need to know the person.”

Brown followed up on the idea with a

handful of individuals, and though she
was nervous about approaching her
colleagues, there was an overwhelm-
ingly positive response to share their
stories. Using her skills as an investiga-
tor, Brown devised a questionnaire that
she disseminated to the “village of first
responders” and police officers she
chose to include in the book. 

As a new writer, she said her biggest
challenge was getting each story
“right,” in conveying thoughts and
emotions. Writing in the early morning
hours is when she felt most focused,
and she relied heavily on the founda-
tion her schooling in grammar and
English provided her, as well as a pa-
tient editor who taught her about the
publishing process. Brown also picked
the brains of two local authors, Judge
Terry Lewis and William Mark. 

“I’m appreciative of both of them,” 

21 STORIES OF SERVICE 
RETIRED TPD OFFICER TURNS TO
STORYTELLING WITH ‘BEHIND AND
BEYOND THE BADGE’
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Storytelling, Page 3D

If you go 
What: Book signing with Donna Brown
When: 11 a.m.-1 p.m., Saturday. Aug. 26
Where: My Favorite Books, 1410 Mar-
ket Street, Suite C-2 
Cost: Free
Contact: For more information, visit
https://www.facebook.com/
events/381134942284029/. 

COURTESY OF DONNA BROWN

Retired TPD officer and
author Donna Brown

poses at American Police
Hall of Fame & Museum.
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WE CAN HELP.

Editor’s note: Kent Miller, a frequent
columnist for the Tallahassee Demo-
crat, died on Aug. 14 at age 89. His fam-
ily wanted to share this column that he
wrote in 2013 as a farewell to his read-
ers.

Most obituaries are deadly, formula-
like, the subject squeezed dry by the
focus on dates, names, occupation, and
style demands of the paper. Most read-

ers would like a more personal portrait,
at least some inkling of what made this
person tick.

In this context, I challenge you to
draft your obituary now, while you are
reasonably competent. The process
may lead to some insight, and your
family will be grateful for not having to
write it.

As an example here is my last draft.
My critics may complain that this is too
personal, too narcissistic. But isn’t that
the essence of an obituary?

KENT S. MILLER (Nov. 19, 1927 –
Aug.14, 2017).

In high school, he was given the
nickname Pinky (his skin color) and

later someone amended this to Lucky
Pinky (In part because of some minor
skill in pool and poker). The nickname
Pinky was so widely accepted that at
the time of his death the majority of his
college classmates could not tell you his
first name.

In 1946, as a freshman at William &
Mary, he was drafted into the Infantry
but his good luck held. Reporting for
KP duty at Fort McClelland, Miller
mentioned to the Mess Sergeant that he
had a generalized skin rash. The Ser-
geant told him to get the hell out of his
kitchen. The medics decided that he
was allergic to the wool uniform, and
with the war having ended, the world
would be safe without him. 

For most of his life, Miller was Mr.
Everyman, very much in the middle of
the pack. In high school, he was second
string in football, average half-miler.
He regretted not being a better student
at William and Mary (academic proba-
tion twice), but confessed to having a
really good time. Finally, he straight-
ened out enough to earn a Ph.D. in psy-
chology.

He came to Tallahassee in 1955 and
worked as director of a mental health
clinic until 1963. Finding satisfaction as
a therapist, he recalled the words of
one of his last patients, a woman he
worked with for months: I really appre-

A farewell to readers: Lucky Pinky has the last word

Kent
Miller
GUEST COLUMNIST

See Miller, Page 3D
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T L H  LO C A L

Mark Hinson is on a road trip this
week. His column will return on Sunday,
Aug. 27.

Hinson
column will
return

Mark
Hinson
DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER

Hats off to the City of Tallahassee
for foresight in starting the process of
a unique and most welcome pedestrian
safety project. Tallahassee has dis-
patched an advance investigator to
seek out and identify potential locations
of uneven, broken or missing sections
of sidewalk in the city so necessary
repairs can be made before someone is
injured. 

As a forensics expert witness, I have
given testimony in several trip and fall
cases where a municipality had in-
formation about a trip hazard but did
nothing to effect a remedy. Trip and fall
lawsuits are common when a person is
tripped-up, suffers a broken arm, leg,
broken hip, concussion or any incapaci-
tating injury due to a known hazardous
walkway condition that wasn’t re-
paired.

I welcome this proactive method of
ensuring pedestrian safety and ask
Street Scene readers to let me know of
any locations you recognize as potential
trip hazards so I can forward the loca-
tion to the city. 

Pothole patrol
Rip is asking anyone who will listen

to please repair the potholes in the
outside lane of Thomasville Road be-
tween I-10 and Kerry Forest Parkway. 

Rip, I believe you are referring to
the underground utility access loca-
tions commonly referred to as man-
holes and manhole covers.

I have written about this before so
let’s again solicit the maintenance de-
partment of the FDOT to go out there
and do what is necessary to fix these
things. The right (outside lane) is where
heavy trucks travel and the utility ac-
cess (manholes) are not only plentiful
in the area you single out, Rip, many
are designed directly into the pavement
along the wheel tracks making them
difficult to miss. Come on Florida DOT,

get with it, save us the cost of constant
wheel alignments. It’s past time to re-
pair them all. Thank you. 

Speeding truckers in Georgia 
Dale’s daughter who lives in Madi-

son, Georgia, about 60 miles east of
Atlanta, is concerned the way large
trucks are speeding through the city
center on Main Street which is also
busy US-441. When she asked about
speeding trucks, Dale’s daughter was
told by a George State Patrol Officer
the Georgia State Patrol doesn’t issue
speeding tickets to large trucks unless
they are traveling 11 mph over the post-
ed speed limit. Dale asks if this is a
common enforcement standard. 

Dale, I am able to say unequivocally
there is no such latitude given to any
speeding motorist. If you have been
reading Street Scene for any length of

time you know even first responders
are not allowed to violate traffic laws
and endanger the public. 

I consider speeding a top priority
especially when it involves heavy
trucks speeding through a congested
town center.

Accordingly, I spoke to Madison
Police Chief, Bill Ashburn (706-342-
1275) to confirm the downtown posted
speed limit of 25 mph. Although I al-
ready knew the answer, I also called the
Madison, Georgia, GSP Post (706-343-
5870) to inquire of any such speed toler-
ance protocol. I am assured no such
consideration is given to those driving
trucks or anyone else. Dale, if your
daughter believes large trucks continue
to jeopardize public safety as they vio-
late the Madison Georgia speed limit I
would suggest she contact Chief Ash-
burn and or the Georgia State Patrol

and request speed enforcement be put
in place. 

Unsafe shrubbery 
Kathy reports sight distance re-

strictions for northbound Cold Harbor
Drive traffic at Kerry Forrest Parkway.
Trees and shrubbery are making it
hazardous because drivers can’t see
vehicles coming down the hill on Kerry
Forrest. 

OK, Tallahassee Public Works right-
of-way clearing crew extraordinaire,
please do what you do best and clear
away the sight distance restriction for
Cold Harbor traffic. Also, the very tight
curve on Marston Road north of Deme-
ron Road is once again playing havoc
for motorists unable to see vehicular
and pedestrian traffic comin’-round-
the-bend. (There oughta-be a song.)

Cramped traffic circle
Craig, a traffic circle guru having

driven traffic rotaries in Europe, some
while driving on the left side of the
street, finds the traffic circle at Rob-
erts Avenue and Rankin Avenue to be
too small in diameter for safe naviga-
tion. Adding some confusion is Patrick
Avenue/ Roberts Avenue coming in
from the west as somewhat of a forgot-
ten stepchild. (my words not Craig’s)
Craig also asks if navigating a traffic
circle in Tallahassee requires a lane
change while in the circle. 

Craig, I think what you are saying
about the Roberts Avenue-Rankin Ave-
nue Traffic Circle is Roberts Avenue
should have been realigned further
north to come in at Patrick to have a
full 4-way approach. But that would
mean purchasing expensive real estate.
So this off-set traffic circle design was
apparently thought to be the best al-
ternative.

As far as the correct way to navigate
a traffic circle, my answer is to take it
slow and do what is necessary to go into
a circle with patience and calm and
come out without frustration or a traf-
fic crash. Leon County provides a nice
little how-to pamphlet titled “Round-
about Information Guide.” You may
telephone the public works guys: 850-
606-1500, to have one mailed to you. 

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida
State Trooper, Traffic Operations Pro-
ject Engineer and Forensics Expert
Witness. Send questions and comments
about roads and traffic to him at
crashsites@embarqmail.com.

City takes proactive approach to sidewalk repair

Philip
Stuart
GUEST COLUMNIST

GETTY IMAGES

The City of Tallahassee took initiative in finding potential sidewalk dangers to make repairs
which can prevent trip and fall cases. 

ciate all you have done for me, partic-
ularly since I didn’t have the money to
see a real doctor.

At Florida State University he
moved through the professorial ranks
with relative ease. For the most part,
his books were favorably reviewed but
modest sellers (he liked to think that
the darkness of the subjects may have
contributed to this — e.g. child abuse,
death penalty, racial issues, guard-
ianship for the elderly. Comfort was
found in Ecclesiastes: of the making of
many books there is no end and much
study wearies the body….

Miller was not in the middle of the
pack when it came to family, embracing
Calvin Trillin’s observation that any
man who does not think his children
superior is suspect. 

The greatest and most demanding
hustle of his life was persuading Betty
Davis to marry him. They were unique
in being the only couple ever to own
three Studebakers.

Towards the end he said that he
could die peacefully, knowing that he
would not have to see the inside of an-
other cathedral or be served jugged
hare.

In his 80s he was asked the question
commonly put to old timers: What have
you found to be true and do you have
rules to live by?

Nothing you haven’t heard before.
Have fun. Always have some work to
do. Love mightily. You can nearly al-
ways find somebody willing to leave a
tour to go for a beer. Never get so old
that you can’t get angry in the face of
social injustice. He embraced Gandhi’s
words: Whatever you do will be insig-
nificant, but it is very important that
you do it.

The words he would have liked to be
said over his open casket: Look! He’s
moving. (Didn’t happen. He was cre-
mated.)

Miller
Continued from Page 1D

says Brown. “I spoke to them early on,
and with all the questions I had, both
of them said the exact same thing: Just
write. I finally did that and as I got
into the writing process, everything
else fell into place.” 

When it comes to her own reading
palette, Brown prefers historical nov-
els. Many of her favorite books high-
light true stories from past wars or
hardships and give a thorough look at
what life was like in times gone by. She
enjoys finding new authors as well and
discovering books that many may
never find. 

Though Brown admires those who
write fiction, she much prefers non-
fiction as her style of choice. She has
to be passionate about the subject in
order to find a steady flow of words
and tries her hardest to stay genuine
versus throwing out unnecessary ad-
jectives and descriptions. 

“I asked everyone who agreed to be
in the book very specific questions and
what I got back was more than I ever
anticipated,” says Brown. “A lot of it,
from my perspective, was incredibly
heartfelt, and my goal was to be able
to recreate that in writing their indi-
vidual stories.” 

Brown speculates that this draw
towards truthful storytelling might be
an outcome of her upbringing. Her
mother was the youngest child in a
family of 17, so while growing up,
Brown was fascinated by the tales her
aunts and uncles would tell her from
the early 1920s, the Great Depression,
and World War II. She was particularly
struck by the triumphs of the women

of the era who went to work in fac-
tories in order to support their fam-
ilies. 

“They did their part, without ques-
tion, totally selflessly,” describes
Brown. “It was about the community,
the country, and taking care of each
other. To me, that’s the most amazing
generation.”

In the 21 stories that are featured in
her book, including her own, Brown
admires these testimonies of altruism,
expressing the human being and real
feelings that live inside every service

uniform. The crafting of the book
came out as a combination of Brown
narrating stories, as well as direct
quotes.

Separated into sections, it follows
police officers, dispatchers, firefight-
ers, emergency medical personnel,
victim advocates, as well as the un-
expected roles of an orthopedic sur-
geon and a chiropractor. 

From husbands lost in the line of
duty to battles with illness, each per-
son’s words bolster Brown’s vision for
writing the whole person, rather than
a caricature of those who carry the
badge. Though she admits that writing
was the easy part as she looks ahead to
her book signing at My Favorite Books
on Saturday, Aug. 26, in hopes of gain-
ing new readers and seeing old
friends. 

“I realized my words do not have
the power to change you or anyone
else’s minds, but perhaps by offering
different perspectives it might open a
mind or two and give them pause to
think a little bit differently,” says
Brown. “A woman came up to me who
recently read the book who said that
even as an adult, all she ever saw was
the badge and that this book opened up
her eyes. And honestly, even if I never
sell another copy, for me, in my heart,
my book is already a success.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

RED FLY STUDIOS

Donna Brown features 21 true stories in "Behind and Beyond the Badge," including her own. 

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Donna Brown wrote 21 stories for "Behind
and Beyond the Badge." 

Storytelling
Continued from Page 1D
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