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Annie B. Allen Petersen, 92, passed away on Friday,
August 11, 2017, in Tallahassee, FL. She was born
November 27, 1924 in Leon County and was a 1942
graduate of Leon High School. She
was the daughter of Bryan Allen and
Annie Lee Alligood Allen. She was
the grand daughter of Isaac Alligood, a
veteran of the Civil War Battle of Nat-
ural Bridge near Woodville. She liked
gardening and working in her yard.
She dedicated her life to her God Je-
hovah and was baptized November 3,
1974. She was a member of the Tallahassee West
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

She was predeceased in death by her parents, her
husband Maurice A. Petersen, her son Ivan D. Peters-
en, three brothers, Raymond , Palmer, and Winford
Allen and one sister, Thelma Williams. She is survived
by her son, Dwight Petersen of Citrus Heights, Cali-
fornia and her daughter Marie Petersen of Tallahas-
see. She is also survived by two sisters-in-law, Nellie
Lou Petersen of Ansley, Nebraska and Beverly Peters-
en of Kearney, Nebraska.

A visitation will be held at Bevis Funeral Home
Tuesday, August 15 from 6-8 p.m. A graveside service
will be held 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 16, 2017
at Tallahassee Memory Gardens. Todd Wahlquist
with Bevis Funeral Home (850-385-2193, www.bev-
isfh.com) is assisting the Petersen family with their
arrangements.

Annie B. Allen Petersen

Joshua Matthew Thomas was taken unexpectedly
August 12th 2017.

Josh is survived by grandfather, U.S. Army Retired
Lt. William E. Thomas, his father, Jon-
athan Matthew Thomas, mother, Jay-
sica Noemi Thomas. His older broth-
er, Jonathan Michael Thomas, a cousin,
Nimo Isidoro, and his nephew, Jona-
than Mason Thomas; his fiancé Chel-
sea Cross and children. He is preceded
in death by his daughter, Isabella Lay-
la Thomas.

Josh was born on August 5th 1985 at Tallahas-
see Memorial Hospital. A Tallahassee native for 32
years, he attended Ft. Braden School and Godby High
School with his brother, Mikey.

He will be remembered among his family as a fun-
loving jokester with a huge heart. He always looked
up to his mom and dad – aspiring to become a hard-
working, dedicated family member like them. Josh
would turn to his older brother for advice, receiving
tough love at times, but they had a bond unlike any
other. He had an abundance of love for children in
general, but especially his daughter, nephew and fu-
ture adoptive children with Chelsea.

Friends would describe him as a loyal protector, one
to turn to for support and companionship. No matter
what, he had his friends and family’s backs.

A viewing is scheduled for 5:00 PM, Thursday, Au-
gust 17th, 2017 at Bevis Funeral Home with a recep-
tion to follow. All friends and family are welcome to
attend and celebrate Joshua’s life. Flowers and condo-
lences may be sent to 2710 N. Monroe St. Tallahassee,
FL 32303. Todd Wahlquist with Bevis Funeral Home
(850-385-2193, bevisfh.com) is assisting the Thomas
family with their arrangements.

JoshuaMatthewThomas

Laura Ann McCo-
nnell, 54, passed away
Tuesday, August 8, 2017
in California.

Funeral services will be
held 11:30 a.m., Th urs-
day, August 17, 2017 at
White Church in Wood-
ville, FL with burial fol-
lowing at Woodville City
Cemetery. Family will
receive friends 30 min-
utes prior to service at
Church.

Laura was born in Tal-
lahassee, FL, August 25,
1962 to Lloyd and Sonya
Wood. She has resided
in California for the past
thirty years.

She is survived by her
sister, Susan Wood-Mer-
ritt (Gary) of Tallahas-
see. Her parents preced-
ed her in death. 
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2017, Bevis Funeral Home

Death Notices

Dorothy Griffin Coe, 93, of Tallahassee, passed
away on Friday, August 11, 2017. She was born in
1924 on August 9th, in Valdosta, Georgia, and was
the daughter of the late Thomas C. and
Eva Spinks Griffin.

In 2013, after 70 years of marriage,
she lost her husband and the love of
her life, Thomas Ridgway Coe. She
was also preceded in death by a broth-
er, Thomas C. Griffin, Jr., a sister, Sara
Naomi Brem and a great-grandchild,
Amira Baggett.

Dot graduated from Leon High School in 1942. In
high school she served as one of only three major-
ettes selected to march with the Capital City Band,
which later became the Leon High School March-
ing Redcoats. She married soon after graduation and
became a dedicated wife, homemaker, and a wonder-
ful mother.

She still found time to pursue other things. She was
a fantastic cook. She was a talented seamstress. She
worked in the ER of TMH, then later for a group of
physicians. She was a loyal FSU fan and supporter. In
her younger years, she rarely missed an FSU football
game. She was a member of the Florida State Dog
Hunters’ Association. She hunted and fished with
Ridgway. These experiences created a desire in her to
encourage the younger generation to be more aware of
the need to preserve and protect our forest lands. So,
she published a book for her children and grandchil-
dren called “Experiences of a Naturalist in the Apala-
chicola National Forest.” And last but certainly not
least, she believed in the “Golden Rule” and proved it
by generously putting others before herself. She at-
tended the First Baptist Church until her death and
was a member of the “Golden Age” group.

Dot is survived by three children: Ann Coe Ab-
bott (Buddy), Thomas (Tom) Ridgway Coe, Jr. (Pat-
ty), and Ruth Coe Baggett; six grandchildren: Lewis
(Bud) Abbott, Jr., and Michele Abbott Norman (Dar-
rell), Matthew (Matt) Coe (Kristen), Michael (Mike)
Coe (Heather), Brandon Ridgway Baggett ( Jessica),
and Nicole (Niki) Baggett; and 17 great-grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by a brother-in-law, Wil-
liam (Bill) Stanley, and many wonderful nieces and
nephews whom she dearly loved.

A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, Au-
gust 19th at 11:00 a.m. at the First Baptist Church
located at 108 W. College Avenue, Tallahassee, FL
32301. The family will receive friends beginning at
10:00 a.m. in the church Welcome Center. Interment
at Oakland Cemetery will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
First Baptist Church at the above address, or the
Lighthouse Children’s Home, 7771 Mahan Drive,
Tallahassee, FL 32309. Susie Mozolic of Bevis Fu-
neral Home is assisting the family with their arrange-
ments. (www.bevisfh.com 850-385-2193)

Dorothy Griffin Coe

Evelyn Whitney Ellison, age 92, passed away on
Saturday, August 12, 2017. Evelyn was born on April
12, 1925 in Waterloo, Iowa to Herbert C. and Carolyn
Zeigler Whitney, and moved to Talla-
hassee in 1939. She loved fishing, ten-
nis, traveling in their RV with her hus-
band Ernie and especially St. Teresa
Beach and her Pelicans.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, sisters Irene Whitney (Block)
Smith, Loucile Ella Whitney, and sis-
ter in law Sara Ellison (Eugene) Du-
naway.

She is survived by her husband of 71 years, O. Er-
nest Ellison, Jr, daughter Sharon Ellison Johnson, son
Ernest Whitney (Lea Ann) Ellison, all of Tallahas-
see: her sister Suzanne Shaw of St. Augustine, sister
in law Eva Ann (Don) Belcher, Bainbridge. She is also
survived by her grandchildren, Samuel Ellison (Can-
dace) Johnson, Little Rock Arkansas, Sarah Kathryn
Ellison and Elizabeth Whitney Ellison of Tallahas-
see, and great-granddaughter, Ellison Nicole Johnson.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, August 19, 2017
at 10:00 am at Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home
on Riggins Road with service and reception to follow
at 11:00 am.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Big
Bend Hospice, Inc., 1723 Mahan Center Blvd, Talla-
hassee, Florida 32308

EvelynWhitney Ellison
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Lyndon and I help them
clean it up and edit it
down so it’s a little more
cohesive.”

In an example of art
imitating life, one of the
campers’ favorite record-
ings was an original song
titled “I Fell Off Of My
Chair.” Accompanied by
ukulele, the music and
lyrics were collaborative-
ly written and each
camper requested the
track be added to their
personal album. 

Marsalli explained,
“they learned the chords
first and gave themselves
a framework. Lyndon
recorded them while they
were playing and then
they added a couple of
percussion instruments.
So there was a voice
track, a ukulele track,
and then additional sound
effects.” 

Some sound effects
may be difficult to dis-
tinguish when listening to
a song on the radio but
Marsalli wants campers
to have a broad sound
vocabulary and guest
artists are brought in to
supplement the camp
content. 

“We had an African
drumming instructor do a
drum circle with them
and he also showed them
a lot of different percus-
sion instruments that you
might hear in a particular
track and not know exact-
ly what that sound is.
They’re getting a wide
range of different mu-
sical experiences that
they might have missed
by going to iTunes or the
radio and just listening to
the same channels. It
exposes them to the pos-
sibilities that are out
there that they might not
have realized before-
hand.”

Much like Rihanna’s
transformation from
emerging musician to
megawatt superstar,
Marsalli recognizes that
GarageBand can open up
a whole new world to
young artists and camp-
ers looking to find their
own voice and style. 

“Some of them come
in here really confident
and they leave realizing,
‘oh my gosh, there’s so
much more I can learn.’
We also get really shy
kids who want to be a
rock star but they’re kind
of timid and by the end of
the week they’ve opened
up a lot. It’s neat to see
different student change
in different ways.” 

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Layering influences
from reggae, hip-hop,
rock, and R&B to create
her unique sound, Rihan-
na is one of the world’s
most recognized and
successful pop stars.
Dubbed the “Digital
Download Queen,” she is
the best-selling digital
artist of all-time and was
the first artist to ever sell
more than 100 million
digital singles. Her mega-
hit “Umbrella” contrib-
uted to that total and it
launched her to stardom. 

“Umbrella” was re-
corded in a professional
studio with state of the
art equipment under the
expert supervision of
music producers and
sound engineers. 

Despite all that, the
song’s beat and distinc-
tive drum intro came
from a source we all have
access to, Apple’s Ga-
rageBand. 

Launched in 2004, this
music-software program
has democratized the
making and recording of
music. It allows users to
create tracks with pre-
made loops, an array of
various instrumental
effects, and voice record-
ings. Artists at all stages
of their careers have
embraced this new man-
ner of working and sum-
mer campers at Music
Lesson Express are get-
ting in on the fun. 

The organization of-
fers an array of different
summer opportunities
and their recording camp
has become a favorite.
Children receive five full
days of instruction on
several instruments and
learn how to use Ga-
rageBand software to
record their own album.
Though the program is
new to her, 9-year-old
Aubrey Recks has experi-
mented with recording
before without much
success. 

“I had a little toy that
you could press a button
and you could record
yourself singing but it
didn’t come out very
good. This is a lot better
than that. There’s so
much different types of
music and people get to
mix things together and
make something unique.
It makes me feel like I’m
free to be me.” Marcelo
Medina, 9, had similar
sentiments and shared,
“I’m inspired by jazz
sometimes but mostly by
hip-hop and retro. Re-
cording this way lets me
express myself.” 

Using a delicious anal-
ogy, 10-year-old Connor
Ferguson, explained the
process. “It’s like a vi-
brant cake. Some layers
are vanilla and others are
chocolate. Sometimes the
sound we record will be
the background, some-
times it will be our
voices, and we just layer
them on top on one anoth-
er until we get the sound
that we want.” 

Natasha Marsalli is
the general manager at
Music Lessons Express
and, along with instructor
Lyndon Thacker, she
teaches the recording
camp. Combining their
knowledge, they offer
training in a variety of
instruments and record-
ing techniques. While
some campers attend
Music Lessons Express
year-round, others are
just starting out and Ga-
rageBand suits both. 

“We use it because it’s
very accessible to chil-
dren with no musical
experience whatsoever,”
said Marsalli. “It’s also
flexible enough that if
they do have a musical
background, they can
record themselves play-
ing or singing but if
they’re not comfortable
with that, it allows them
to still be creative and
participate. Some stu-
dents prefer to click and
drag and combine cool
sounds, but some of them
really want to showcase
something that they’ve
worked on so they record
the instrument and then

Music camp taps GarageBand tricks
AMANDA KARIOTH
THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS Campers

learned
chords on the
ukulele and
put them to
use in an
original
composition. 

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Camper Aubrey Recks enjoys
her moment in the spotlight. 



Tallahassee Democrat - 08/16/2017 Page : C04

Copyright © 2017 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 08/16/2017
August 16, 2017 1:04 pm (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 58% from original to fit letter page


4C » WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2017 » TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Annie B. Allen Petersen, 92, passed away on Friday,
August 11, 2017, in Tallahassee, FL. She was born
November 27, 1924 in Leon County and was a 1942
graduate of Leon High School. She
was the daughter of Bryan Allen and
Annie Lee Alligood Allen. She was
the grand daughter of Isaac Alligood, a
veteran of the Civil War Battle of Nat-
ural Bridge near Woodville. She liked
gardening and working in her yard.
She dedicated her life to her God Je-
hovah and was baptized November 3,
1974. She was a member of the Tallahassee West
Congregation of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

She was predeceased in death by her parents, her
husband Maurice A. Petersen, her son Ivan D. Peters-
en, three brothers, Raymond , Palmer, and Winford
Allen and one sister, Thelma Williams. She is survived
by her son, Dwight Petersen of Citrus Heights, Cali-
fornia and her daughter Marie Petersen of Tallahas-
see. She is also survived by two sisters-in-law, Nellie
Lou Petersen of Ansley, Nebraska and Beverly Peters-
en of Kearney, Nebraska.

A visitation will be held at Bevis Funeral Home
Tuesday, August 15 from 6-8 p.m. A graveside service
will be held 11:00 a.m., Wednesday, August 16, 2017
at Tallahassee Memory Gardens. Todd Wahlquist
with Bevis Funeral Home (850-385-2193, www.bev-
isfh.com) is assisting the Petersen family with their
arrangements.

Annie B. Allen Petersen

Joshua Matthew Thomas was taken unexpectedly
August 12th 2017.

Josh is survived by grandfather, U.S. Army Retired
Lt. William E. Thomas, his father, Jon-
athan Matthew Thomas, mother, Jay-
sica Noemi Thomas. His older broth-
er, Jonathan Michael Thomas, a cousin,
Nimo Isidoro, and his nephew, Jona-
than Mason Thomas; his fiancé Chel-
sea Cross and children. He is preceded
in death by his daughter, Isabella Lay-
la Thomas.

Josh was born on August 5th 1985 at Tallahas-
see Memorial Hospital. A Tallahassee native for 32
years, he attended Ft. Braden School and Godby High
School with his brother, Mikey.

He will be remembered among his family as a fun-
loving jokester with a huge heart. He always looked
up to his mom and dad – aspiring to become a hard-
working, dedicated family member like them. Josh
would turn to his older brother for advice, receiving
tough love at times, but they had a bond unlike any
other. He had an abundance of love for children in
general, but especially his daughter, nephew and fu-
ture adoptive children with Chelsea.

Friends would describe him as a loyal protector, one
to turn to for support and companionship. No matter
what, he had his friends and family’s backs.

A viewing is scheduled for 5:00 PM, Thursday, Au-
gust 17th, 2017 at Bevis Funeral Home with a recep-
tion to follow. All friends and family are welcome to
attend and celebrate Joshua’s life. Flowers and condo-
lences may be sent to 2710 N. Monroe St. Tallahassee,
FL 32303. Todd Wahlquist with Bevis Funeral Home
(850-385-2193, bevisfh.com) is assisting the Thomas
family with their arrangements.

JoshuaMatthewThomas

Laura Ann McCo-
nnell, 54, passed away
Tuesday, August 8, 2017
in California.

Funeral services will be
held 11:30 a.m., Th urs-
day, August 17, 2017 at
White Church in Wood-
ville, FL with burial fol-
lowing at Woodville City
Cemetery. Family will
receive friends 30 min-
utes prior to service at
Church.

Laura was born in Tal-
lahassee, FL, August 25,
1962 to Lloyd and Sonya
Wood. She has resided
in California for the past
thirty years.

She is survived by her
sister, Susan Wood-Mer-
ritt (Gary) of Tallahas-
see. Her parents preced-
ed her in death. 

Laura Ann  McConnell

Coe, Dorothy Griffi  n  age 93, of  Tallahassee, August 11, 2017, 
Bevis Funeral Home

Ellison, Evelyn Whitney
McConnell, Laura Ann  age 54, of  Paramount, August 8, 2017, 

Beggs Funeral Homes
Miller, Kent S. age 89, of  Tallahassee, August 14, 2017, Bevis 

Funeral Home 
Petersen, Annie B. Allen age 92, of  Tallahassee, August 11, 

2017, Bevis Funeral Home
Thomas, Joshua Matthew age 32, of  Tallahassee, August 12, 

2017, Bevis Funeral Home

Death Notices

Dorothy Griffin Coe, 93, of Tallahassee, passed
away on Friday, August 11, 2017. She was born in
1924 on August 9th, in Valdosta, Georgia, and was
the daughter of the late Thomas C. and
Eva Spinks Griffin.

In 2013, after 70 years of marriage,
she lost her husband and the love of
her life, Thomas Ridgway Coe. She
was also preceded in death by a broth-
er, Thomas C. Griffin, Jr., a sister, Sara
Naomi Brem and a great-grandchild,
Amira Baggett.

Dot graduated from Leon High School in 1942. In
high school she served as one of only three major-
ettes selected to march with the Capital City Band,
which later became the Leon High School March-
ing Redcoats. She married soon after graduation and
became a dedicated wife, homemaker, and a wonder-
ful mother.

She still found time to pursue other things. She was
a fantastic cook. She was a talented seamstress. She
worked in the ER of TMH, then later for a group of
physicians. She was a loyal FSU fan and supporter. In
her younger years, she rarely missed an FSU football
game. She was a member of the Florida State Dog
Hunters’ Association. She hunted and fished with
Ridgway. These experiences created a desire in her to
encourage the younger generation to be more aware of
the need to preserve and protect our forest lands. So,
she published a book for her children and grandchil-
dren called “Experiences of a Naturalist in the Apala-
chicola National Forest.” And last but certainly not
least, she believed in the “Golden Rule” and proved it
by generously putting others before herself. She at-
tended the First Baptist Church until her death and
was a member of the “Golden Age” group.

Dot is survived by three children: Ann Coe Ab-
bott (Buddy), Thomas (Tom) Ridgway Coe, Jr. (Pat-
ty), and Ruth Coe Baggett; six grandchildren: Lewis
(Bud) Abbott, Jr., and Michele Abbott Norman (Dar-
rell), Matthew (Matt) Coe (Kristen), Michael (Mike)
Coe (Heather), Brandon Ridgway Baggett ( Jessica),
and Nicole (Niki) Baggett; and 17 great-grandchil-
dren. She is also survived by a brother-in-law, Wil-
liam (Bill) Stanley, and many wonderful nieces and
nephews whom she dearly loved.

A Memorial Service will be held on Saturday, Au-
gust 19th at 11:00 a.m. at the First Baptist Church
located at 108 W. College Avenue, Tallahassee, FL
32301. The family will receive friends beginning at
10:00 a.m. in the church Welcome Center. Interment
at Oakland Cemetery will be private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the
First Baptist Church at the above address, or the
Lighthouse Children’s Home, 7771 Mahan Drive,
Tallahassee, FL 32309. Susie Mozolic of Bevis Fu-
neral Home is assisting the family with their arrange-
ments. (www.bevisfh.com 850-385-2193)

Dorothy Griffin Coe

Evelyn Whitney Ellison, age 92, passed away on
Saturday, August 12, 2017. Evelyn was born on April
12, 1925 in Waterloo, Iowa to Herbert C. and Carolyn
Zeigler Whitney, and moved to Talla-
hassee in 1939. She loved fishing, ten-
nis, traveling in their RV with her hus-
band Ernie and especially St. Teresa
Beach and her Pelicans.

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents, sisters Irene Whitney (Block)
Smith, Loucile Ella Whitney, and sis-
ter in law Sara Ellison (Eugene) Du-
naway.

She is survived by her husband of 71 years, O. Er-
nest Ellison, Jr, daughter Sharon Ellison Johnson, son
Ernest Whitney (Lea Ann) Ellison, all of Tallahas-
see: her sister Suzanne Shaw of St. Augustine, sister
in law Eva Ann (Don) Belcher, Bainbridge. She is also
survived by her grandchildren, Samuel Ellison (Can-
dace) Johnson, Little Rock Arkansas, Sarah Kathryn
Ellison and Elizabeth Whitney Ellison of Tallahas-
see, and great-granddaughter, Ellison Nicole Johnson.

Visitation will be held on Saturday, August 19, 2017
at 10:00 am at Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home
on Riggins Road with service and reception to follow
at 11:00 am.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Big
Bend Hospice, Inc., 1723 Mahan Center Blvd, Talla-
hassee, Florida 32308

EvelynWhitney Ellison
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Lyndon and I help them
clean it up and edit it
down so it’s a little more
cohesive.”

In an example of art
imitating life, one of the
campers’ favorite record-
ings was an original song
titled “I Fell Off Of My
Chair.” Accompanied by
ukulele, the music and
lyrics were collaborative-
ly written and each
camper requested the
track be added to their
personal album. 

Marsalli explained,
“they learned the chords
first and gave themselves
a framework. Lyndon
recorded them while they
were playing and then
they added a couple of
percussion instruments.
So there was a voice
track, a ukulele track,
and then additional sound
effects.” 

Some sound effects
may be difficult to dis-
tinguish when listening to
a song on the radio but
Marsalli wants campers
to have a broad sound
vocabulary and guest
artists are brought in to
supplement the camp
content. 

“We had an African
drumming instructor do a
drum circle with them
and he also showed them
a lot of different percus-
sion instruments that you
might hear in a particular
track and not know exact-
ly what that sound is.
They’re getting a wide
range of different mu-
sical experiences that
they might have missed
by going to iTunes or the
radio and just listening to
the same channels. It
exposes them to the pos-
sibilities that are out
there that they might not
have realized before-
hand.”

Much like Rihanna’s
transformation from
emerging musician to
megawatt superstar,
Marsalli recognizes that
GarageBand can open up
a whole new world to
young artists and camp-
ers looking to find their
own voice and style. 

“Some of them come
in here really confident
and they leave realizing,
‘oh my gosh, there’s so
much more I can learn.’
We also get really shy
kids who want to be a
rock star but they’re kind
of timid and by the end of
the week they’ve opened
up a lot. It’s neat to see
different student change
in different ways.” 

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Layering influences
from reggae, hip-hop,
rock, and R&B to create
her unique sound, Rihan-
na is one of the world’s
most recognized and
successful pop stars.
Dubbed the “Digital
Download Queen,” she is
the best-selling digital
artist of all-time and was
the first artist to ever sell
more than 100 million
digital singles. Her mega-
hit “Umbrella” contrib-
uted to that total and it
launched her to stardom. 

“Umbrella” was re-
corded in a professional
studio with state of the
art equipment under the
expert supervision of
music producers and
sound engineers. 

Despite all that, the
song’s beat and distinc-
tive drum intro came
from a source we all have
access to, Apple’s Ga-
rageBand. 

Launched in 2004, this
music-software program
has democratized the
making and recording of
music. It allows users to
create tracks with pre-
made loops, an array of
various instrumental
effects, and voice record-
ings. Artists at all stages
of their careers have
embraced this new man-
ner of working and sum-
mer campers at Music
Lesson Express are get-
ting in on the fun. 

The organization of-
fers an array of different
summer opportunities
and their recording camp
has become a favorite.
Children receive five full
days of instruction on
several instruments and
learn how to use Ga-
rageBand software to
record their own album.
Though the program is
new to her, 9-year-old
Aubrey Recks has experi-
mented with recording
before without much
success. 

“I had a little toy that
you could press a button
and you could record
yourself singing but it
didn’t come out very
good. This is a lot better
than that. There’s so
much different types of
music and people get to
mix things together and
make something unique.
It makes me feel like I’m
free to be me.” Marcelo
Medina, 9, had similar
sentiments and shared,
“I’m inspired by jazz
sometimes but mostly by
hip-hop and retro. Re-
cording this way lets me
express myself.” 

Using a delicious anal-
ogy, 10-year-old Connor
Ferguson, explained the
process. “It’s like a vi-
brant cake. Some layers
are vanilla and others are
chocolate. Sometimes the
sound we record will be
the background, some-
times it will be our
voices, and we just layer
them on top on one anoth-
er until we get the sound
that we want.” 

Natasha Marsalli is
the general manager at
Music Lessons Express
and, along with instructor
Lyndon Thacker, she
teaches the recording
camp. Combining their
knowledge, they offer
training in a variety of
instruments and record-
ing techniques. While
some campers attend
Music Lessons Express
year-round, others are
just starting out and Ga-
rageBand suits both. 

“We use it because it’s
very accessible to chil-
dren with no musical
experience whatsoever,”
said Marsalli. “It’s also
flexible enough that if
they do have a musical
background, they can
record themselves play-
ing or singing but if
they’re not comfortable
with that, it allows them
to still be creative and
participate. Some stu-
dents prefer to click and
drag and combine cool
sounds, but some of them
really want to showcase
something that they’ve
worked on so they record
the instrument and then

Music camp taps GarageBand tricks
AMANDA KARIOTH
THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS Campers

learned
chords on the
ukulele and
put them to
use in an
original
composition. 

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Camper Aubrey Recks enjoys
her moment in the spotlight. 
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