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TLHLife 2.22%*
APY 24 mos. CD

2.00%*
APY 12 mos. CD

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of April 5, 2018 and are subject to change
without notice. CD minimum deposit of $500. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY). APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Subject to
withdrawal limitations and fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

LEARNING
NEW TRICKS 

Campers gain
confidence, fly high 
at FSU circus camp

Campers work on the flying trapeze, juggling, tight rope,
balancing, cloud swing and more. TOP: Campbell Hewitt
feels brave on the cloud swing. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Movies

POOH MAKES A COMEBACK:
Now a middle-aged working man
(Ewan McGregor) with a family, the
adult is revisited by his talking
stuffed friends from childhood dur-
ing a crisis in the Disney comedy-
drama “Christopher Robin.” It’s rat-
ed PG and opens Friday at AMC 20,
CMX and Governor’s Square.

LOCK UP THOSE KIDS: Some-
time in the near future, teenagers
with special powers are rounded up
for internment camps but they fight
back in the action-thriller “The
Darkest Minds.” It’s rated PG-13 and
opens Friday at AMC 20, CMX and
Governor’s Square.

NOT A EUROPEAN VACATION:
Two underemployed American roo-
mies (Mila Kunis, Kate McKinnon)
get sucked into a bullet-ridden trail of
international intrigue which leads
them to Vienna, the Czech Republic
and Berlin in the action comedy “The
Spy Who Dumped Me.” It’s rated R
and opens Friday at AMC 20, CMX
and Governor’s Square. 

FROM LINCOLN TO TRUMP: Re-
cently pardoned writer-filmmaker
Dinesh D’Souza draws comparison
with the Democrat Party during Abe
Lincoln’s time with the party now un-
der Donald Trump, with stops to look
at fascism in Germany under Adolph
Hitler, in the documentary “Death of
a Nation.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens
Friday at the AMC 20.

WON’T BE MY NEIGHBOR?: A
neighborly dispute in a Reykjavik
suburb over a shade tree in the back-
yard escalates to everything from pet
murder to mayhem when the Talla-
hassee Film Society presents the
dark societal comedy “Under the
Tree.” It’s not rated, subtitled and
will be shown this weekend at All
Saints Cinema. Visit www.tallahas-
seefilms.com.

MEANWHILE IN FRANCE ...: In a
rural corner of contemporary France,
a home-visiting nurse is recruited to
run as a conservative candidate for
mayor while she is dating a dude who
secretly belongs to a neo-Nazi group
when the Tallahassee Film Society
presents the drama “This is Our
Land.” It’s not rated, subtitled and
will be shown this weekend at All
Saints Cinema. Visit www.tallahas-
seefilms.com.

WHAT DID THE STUDENTS
MAKE?: See what the next genera-
tion of filmmakers is up to when the
KeyLight Festival 2018 runs twice at
2:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday at Ru-
by Diamond Auditorium on the FSU
campus. The 17 short films from the
MFA class ranges from stories about
the pressures of high school to a nar-
cissistic vampire. The titles range
from “Elephants Purr Like Cats” to
“Standardized Heisting.” The films
are not rated but do contain profan-
ity, violence, drug content and adult
situations. It’s free and open to the
public. First come, first served, when
it comes to seats.

START MIXING THE CAUCA-
SIANS: That’s your name, Dude! The
rug really tied the room together but 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

The annual Possum Festival is
Saturday in nearby Wausau.
JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

Roll with
FSU films,
Possum
Festival
Get a peek at
weekend ahead and
be sure to pick up
Limelight on Friday

Mark Hinson Tallahassee Democrat 
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 7C

B alancing high in the air on a rope, Campbell Hewitt beamed a wide smile.

Though this was her first time attending the FSU Flying High Circus

Camp, she took to it like a natural. “I love the cloud swing, the hoop, the

small trampoline, the big trampoline. They’re all fun,” the 7-year-old said. The

cloud swing is her favorite and this aerial apparatus is enough to strike fear in the

hearts of most grownups.

It consists of not much more
than a length of rope suspend-
ed in a “V” shape. The seated
acrobat performs tricks from
this precarious perch. Camp-
bell explained that once you’re
positioned on the rope swing
“you fall backwards while it’s
swinging,” wearing a safety
harness, of course. She admits,
“sometimes I feel very scared,
but I do it anyway. This camp
makes me brave.”

The summer camp program
has been cultivating courage
for nearly a decade though the
circus’ roots go back more than
70 years. One of only two col-
legiate circuses in the United
States, it has gained interna-
tional acclaim.

The troupe consists of FSU
students who perform, rig
equipment, sew costumes,
serve as lighting and sound
technicians, and set up the Big
Top tent on campus. These
FSU students and circus alum-
ni then become the camp
counselors, passing along their
knowledge to the next genera-
tion. 

Harrison Carter, 13, has at-
tended the camp three times
and he recognizes his camp ex-
periences have allowed for 

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See CIRCUS, Page 7C
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thieves flagrantly take the colorful floor piece from The
Dude (Jeff Bridges) and thus set off a Dashiell Ham-
mett-style mystery in L.A. during the 20th anniversary
screen of “The Big Lebowski” (1998). It’s rated R and
screens Sunday at 2 and 7 p.m. at Governor’s Square.
There is an encore screening on Aug. 8. Visit www.fan-
dango.com. 

Art

LEMOYNE DOUBLES DOWN: Fans of the visual art
should catch the group show “From the Ground Up:
Plein Air and Pottery” and “Ink Noble” (by father
and son Shan and Xinyue Goa from China) Friday at 5
p.m. for members and 6 p.m. for the public at LeMoyne
Center for the Visual Arts, 125 N. Gadsden. Julie Bow-
land has a new painting from Hawaii included at the
new shows opening Friday at LeMoyne Center for the
Visual Arts.

Special events

THE MARSUPIAL IS KING: All hail the mighty
trash-and-tick-eater, plenty of politicos and family
fun when the 49th annual Possum Festival runs this
weekend in nearby Wausau in Washington County
(yes, Oscar-winner Errol Morris made a film nearby in
“Vernon”). Enjoy the Wausau Possum King & Queen
Contest at 6 p.m. (CDT) Friday. The parade rolls at 10

a.m. (CDT) Saturday, followed by family fun and enter-
tainment. It’s free to see. Visit www.WausauPossum-
Festival.com. Say hello to The Possum Monument.

Music

THE DEAD COME ALIVE: Are you a Dead Head? Of
course you are. See the Grateful Dead in front of thou-
sands of fans on a summer day in 1989 when the in-
concert film at “The Meet-Up” is shown at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at The Movies at Governor’s Square. Lead
guitarist Jerry Garcia died in August 1995. Tickets are
$13.44. Visit www.fandango.com.

JAZZ IT UP EARLY: Jazz pianist and Florida State
University-educated Dave Meder will get musical
help from drummer-professor Leon Anderson and
bass player-professor Rodney Jordan (of The Marcus
Robert Trio) during a gig at 7 p.m. Thursday at B-
Sharp’s Jazz Club, 648 Brevard St. in Frenchtown. Ad-
vance tickets are $25 and they are $30 at the door.

BBC IS BACK IN ACTION: “The Soul Machine” Nor-
man Jackson and The Norman Jackson Band make
their debut on the corner stage at 9 p.m. Friday at Brad-
fordville Blues Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Advance tickets
are $20 and they are $25 at the door. The party con-
tinues when the Grand Marquis pulls in from Kansas
City at 9 p.m. Saturday at the BBC juke joint. Ad-
vance tickets are $20 and $25 at the door. In late
May, the historic club was taken out of action when a
250-year-old, water-logged oak tree crashed to the
ground and ruined all the fun. After volunteers, a Go-
FundMe online fund and a benefit concert took
place, the BBC is back in action. Visit www.bradford-
villeblues.com.

A BIG NIGHT OF MUSIC: Catch up on the local
scene when Sarah Morrison, Matthew Fowler, Little
Band in the Sky and Jacob FM are playing for free
starting at 9 p.m. Friday at The Wilbury, 513 W. Gaines
St. The music acts will gladly accept donations.

DON’T LOOK UP: The band Taller Trees, whose
members can play a little bit of everything, take center
stage at 9:30 p.m. Friday at Fifth & Thomas, 1122
Thomasville Road in Midtown. There is no cover
charge but you must be over 21 to enter.

THE COLLECTIVE IS IN SESSION: If you are a jazz
and R&B fan The J-Rive Collective featuring youngish
players gets into tune at 7 p.m. Friday at B-Sharp’s Jazz
Cafe, 648 Brevard St. in Frenchtown. It’s $20 online
and at the door. Visit www.b-sharps.com.

SAY SO LONG: Before they leave for Music City (aka
Nashville, Tennessee), the duo of McCall and Kata-
reen give a farewell concert at 8 p.m. Saturday at the
Junction @ Monroe Street, 2011 S. Monroe St. Tickets
are $12 general admission and $18 for reserved seats.
Visit www.junctionatmonroe.com. 

THAT’S PAT ON THE STAGE: Singer-songwriter
Pat Puckett, who has toured with everyone from Ale-
jandro Escovedo to Crooked Fingers as well as opened
for Levon Helm, will perform his originals in one of his
fave rooms at 8 p.m. Saturday at the Blue Tavern, 1206
N. Monroe St. There’s $5 cover at the door.

READY FOR TALLAHASSEE NIGHTS?: Hear some
of your fave soul songs and hits when The Tallahassee
Nights band collective delivers “The Soul Heaven Edi-
tion” at 7 p.m. Sunday at The Moon, 1105 E. Lafayette
St. Patrons are asked to dress in all-white. General ad-
mission tickets are $30. Reserved seats are more. Visit
www.tallahassee.moonevents.com.

Limelight
Continued from Page 1C

more freedom in the rest of his life. He said that “when
I was younger, I used to stay inside my comfort zone
but now that I’ve gone here, I’ve learned to grow out of
my shell. I’ve tried new things and I feel like I should
try more and more.” 

With each passing year, Harrison finds confidence
to attempt more complicated tricks. This year he fo-
cused on the trapeze, one of the most iconic compo-
nents of any circus. The trapeze frame hangs a dizzy-
ing 32 feet from the ground but Harrison isn’t fazed
and he’s tackled a new trick called the straddle whip.
After swinging back and forth to build momentum, “I
go upside down into a straddle while holding onto the
trapeze bar. I let go at the last second and somebody
catches me in the air.”

He’s quick to point out that while this trick looks
dangerous, there are several safety precautions built
in. “There’s somebody with a line that’s attached to
your harness and they can stop you in not even a sec-
ond. If they don’t, there’s a net below and below the
net, there’s a mat. You’ve got a lot of layers of protec-
tion so if anything goes wrong there’s always a fail-
safe.”

The suspense of flying through thin air, no matter
how safely, lends an exciting sense of theatricality. As
someone who enjoys performing, Harrison draws on
his acting experience and strives to make his tricks
“looks fluent, graceful, clean and well-rehearsed. You
have to keep trying and trying and trying until you get
it correct. It’s all very controlled but the audience, they
feel that it’s so difficult. It’s actually pretty easy. If you
have dedication and you work hard, really you can ac-
complish anything.” 

The circus offers a magical place where the impos-
sible becomes possible and where audience members
hold their breath in a willing suspension of disbelief. It
has always been a multi-disciplinary artform combin-
ing athleticism and technical skill with elements from
the visual arts, music, theater and dance. “We borrow
and steal from everything, everywhere,” said Nate
Stapp. 

As an alumnus of FSU’s circus and currently its as-
sociate director, Stapp helps to administer the summer
camp program. One of his favorite parts of the camp is
the culminating showcase where family and friends
are invited to watch campers demonstrate what
they’ve learned. Because most people aren’t familiar
with the mechanics of the circus, “the parents have no
concept of what the kids are actually doing,” Stapp
said. 

“When they walk in, they look at the trapeze and go
‘man, that’s really high.’ Then their kid goes out and
not only climbs the ladder but then does tricks. Par-
ents are just totally blown away because they would
have never imagined that their kid would have done it.
They can’t believe it.”

Shattering the notion of what children are and
aren’t capable of is an important outcome of the camp.
Witnessing the skills campers gain serves as a remind-
er for parents, loved ones and care-givers that while
some dreams may seem far-fetched, they actually
aren’t and with support, children can reach surprising
goals. 

“You never really know what kids are capable of,”
concluded Stapp. “Usually it’s more than you think.
Send them to circus camp and who knows what

they’re going to do after that.” 
Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-

tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

A camper prepares to take off on the trapeze. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Balancing on a ball takes focus, core stability and
coordination.

Circus
Continued from Page 1C

Whether clambering onto the cloud swing or flying
on the trapeze, campers are always supervised by a
knowledgeable counselor.

Happy First Birthday 

Kendall Ky-Mani McBean, July 28, 2017.

Son of Jaylon SebronMoore and Kristal

Dominique McBean.

Legal Notices

FINDING WORK 
SHOULDN’T BE WORK.

Get started by visiting 
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