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Campers pair what they’ve learned
about storytelling with basic hand-draw-
ing techniques and an understanding of
the principles of animation which include
concepts like squash and stretch, exagger-
ation, timing, anticipation and arc. “Those
are kind of the mechanics of motion, how 

ANIMATION
GENERATION 
Campers thrilled to see their work ‘come to life’

Keith Osborn guides a camper through the  digital animation software. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

Working in a movie theater has its
perks. Not only can you see all the films you
want for free but sometimes they trans-
form your life. That was true for Keith Os-
born in 1991 as he watched “Beauty and the
Beast,” Disney’s new release. “I left the
theater with tears in my eyes. I was like,
‘What just happened?’ This movie took me
on an emotional journey I wasn’t prepared
for and that charted my course from that
point on.” 

He went on to earn a degree in computer
animation from Ringling College of Art and
Design and he now works as a freelance
animator full-time. After giving a presen-
tation to local middle school students, he
realized young people are eager to learn
these skills. So he teamed up with fellow
animator Kristin Bass-Petersen and devel-
oped an animation summer camp. 

“Animation is this amalgam of all these
different art forms,” Osborn explained.
“You’ve got drawing, painting, drama, film,
dance, sound, writing and editing. They all
come together in a truly unique way,” and
he’s sharing this rich diversity with inter-
ested teens. He developed a curriculum
that focuses on the basic techniques of
hand-drawn and digital animation with an
emphasis on storytelling. 

Campers learn to construct a story with
a beginning, middle and an end and how to
tell it concisely. “They’ve only got about
five seconds. The stories have to be short
enough so they can complete it in the time
we have. They will be simple but they’ll be
their own.” 

Grace Wells and other campers learn
principles like squash and stretch,
exaggeration and timing to create
compelling animation.

See ANIMATION, Page 7C
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TLHLife

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out
shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

EASY ACCESS MEANS

EASY LIVING.

Schedule your free design consultation
(850) 354-6988

*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com. Expires 6/30/2018.

2.22%*
APY 24 mos. CD

2.00%*
APY 12 mos. CD

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

Soar to
HIGHER CD Rates

For New Accounts
*Rates are effective as of April 5, 2018 and are subject to change
without notice. CD minimum deposit of $500. Annual Percentage Yield
(APY). APY assumes principal and interest remain on deposit until
maturity. A penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal. Subject to
withdrawal limitations and fees could reduce earnings.

www.AmericanCommerceBank.com
850-681-7761

Movies

GO AHEAD AND JUMP: On this his
sixth outing, mega-spy Ethan Hunt
(played by an indefatigable Tom Cruise,
56) goes globe-hopping from Belfast to
Berlin to Paris to London to Eastern
Europe to stop a madman who has a plot
against the world in the latest action pic
“Mission Impossible - Fallout.” It’s rat-
ed PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20,
CMX, IMAX downtown and Governor’s
Square.

CARTOONIST IN A WHEELCHAIR:
Based on the memoir, cartoonist John
Callahan (Joaquin Phoenix) loses the
use of his legs following a drunken car
accident but it can’t kill his lust for life
and a talent for off-color jokes in the bio-
pic “Don’t Worry, He Won’t Get Far On
Foot.” It’s rated R and tentatively opens
Friday at AMC 20.

IT HAPPENED IN OAKLAND: Just
days away from ending his probation, a
mover (Daveed Diggs) and his best buddy
(Rafael Casal) witness a police shooting
and their friendship is tested in the com-
edy-drama “Blindspotting.” It’s rated R
and tentatively opens Friday at CMX.

UP ON THE BIG SCREEN: Super-
heroes who are let down over not having
starred in a movie, attempt to rectify the
situation by convincing a famed Holly-
wood director (voice of Kristen Bell) to
develop one while the evil villain Slade
(voice of Will Arnett) gets in their way in
“Teen Titans Go! To The Movies.” It’s
rated PG and opens Friday at AMC 20,
CMX and Governor’s Square.

SAY SO LONG TO TAB: Look for
Edith Bunker (aka Jean Stapleton) and
future Oscar-winner Bob Fosse when
The Tallahassee Film Society properly
marks Tab Hunter’s death, he died at 86
this month, with a showing of the de-
lightful musical “Damn Yankees”
(1958). It is not rated and is being shown
at 7 p.m. Wednesday at All Saints Cine-
ma. Admission is $5. Visit www.talla-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Tom Cruise pays super-spy Ethan Hunt
in "Mission Impossible - Fallout,"
opening Friday. PARAMOUNT/AP

Welcome
Tom Cruise,
FAMU and
21 Blue
Get a jump on this weekend
with a look ahead in
Limelight Extra. Be sure to
pick up Friday’s Limelight

Mark Hinson Tallahassee Democrat 
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 2C

The Florida Department of Health in Leon County
encourages parents to contact their health care pro-
viders now to have their children vaccinated for the
2018-19 school year.

Leon County public schools open Aug.13.
Parents who do not have a primary health care pro-

vider can call 211 (helpline) for information on area
providers.

“Now is the time for back-to-school vaccinations,”
School Health Program Administrator Holly Kirsch
said. “These vaccinations are the best way to protect

your children and their classmates from getting and
spreading a variety of illnesses.”

DOH-Leon has scheduled a special Saturday clinic
for July 28 at the Roberts & Stevens Clinic (1515 Old
Bainbridge Road), primarily to help parents who find it
more convenient to have their children vaccinated
outside of routine weekday work hours.

To schedule an appointment for the clinic, call 850-
606-8020 or 850-606-8000.

Children must be accompanied by a parent or legal
guardian. Parents/guardians are asked to bring a valid
ID, copies of their children’s vaccinations records and DOH-Leon will have a clinic Saturday at the Roberts

& Stevens Clinic, 1515 Old Bainbridge Road. GAJUS,

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO 

It’s time to get back-to-school vaccinations
Christopher Tittel Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See VACCINES, Page 2C
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things move in an appealing way. They’re fundamen-
tal to communicating your ideas. It’s like learning a
language,” said Osborn.

The first challenge campers tackle is the bouncing
ball exercise, a rite of passage for every animator. On
separate pieces of paper, they hand-draw individual
frames or images of a ball in motion. Using Stop Mo-
tion Studio, a downloadable app, the frames are re-
corded with a webcam that’s oriented downward. 

“They put down their sheet of paper, we take a pic-
ture of it, they put down their next sheet of paper, we
take a picture of it, all the while it’s on the big screen
so everyone can see what’s going on,” Osborn ex-
plained. “They get to see it played back as soon as
they’re done. It takes all of seconds to make a movie.
As soon as it starts playing, their eyes light up.
They’re seeing their work come to life for the first
time. That, to me, is really exciting.” 

It’s exciting to 17-year-old Grace Wells too. “The
idea of making something, a story you can see, and
then showing it to the world, there’s a sense of pride
in that,” she said. Grace dreams of owning her own
animation studio one day but until then, she’s grate-
ful to attend this camp. “Having access to something
like this gives me an opportunity that I don’t have at
school. Most kids don’t.” 

That’s why Osborn is keen to push the envelope
and show campers digital techniques as well. Using
a scaffolding approach, campers build on their ex-
isting hand-drawing skills and move their atten-
tion to computer animation software called Maya.
“The company that owns Maya has graciously of-
fered the software to the students for free. We’ve
installed it on their own laptops and they get to use it
for three years,” said Osborn.

“It’s the same software that’s used professional-
ly in studios so it’s incredibly deep but what’s re-
markable is the students get it. Two days into
teaching the software, they’re already creating ani-
mation and that’s really rewarding.”

Campers still start with pencil and paper to create
storyboards or comic book style panels that lay out
their narrative and imagery. They’re simply reinter-
preting those images with a different tool, one that
gives them access into the digital world. “Some of

them are doing such advanced stuff, I didn’t antici-
pate. They’re really surprising me in that regard.” 

With a brother in the film industry, 17-year-old
Maddy Beckham has more knowledge of the busi-
ness than most teens. She enjoys film, storytelling
and drawing so she couldn’t pass up a chance to try
her hand at animation. What attracts Maddy most is
“the fact you can immerse yourself in the storylines
and the problems the characters face and all the art
and imagery. I can create these imaginary worlds and
shape what happens in it. It gives me a sense of con-
trol.”

It’s that freedom to explore and experiment, be cu-
rious and whimsical that makes animation so mag-
ical. Now more than ever, emerging animators can
share their creations with the world. 

“Animation is such a compelling medium for sto-
rytelling because it doesn’t put any limits on imagi-
nation and it’s accessible to everyone, especially
through platforms like YouTube,” Osborn enthused.
“Students can make their own animated films and
publish them for everyone to see. I think it affords
these tremendous opportunities for them to tell their
stories in a very compelling way.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Animation
Continued from Page 1C

The bouncing ball exercise is a rite of passage for
every animator. AMANDA THOMPSON

To help families prepare to go back to
school, 1200 Church is giving away
backpacks stuffed with school supplies
Saturday. 

As part of its 2018 Back to School
Community Fun Day, the non-denomi-
national church, 1200 W. Tharpe St., is
giving away the supplies on a first come,
first serve basis from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

“We thought it would be a great way

to give back to the community,” said An-
dy Hinton, the community outreach co-
ordinator for North Florida. “It will help
kids start school with confidence.” 

There also will be free food, snow
cones, a bouncy house, local business-
es, counseling services and the big red
fire truck from the Tallahassee Fire De-
partment and Tallahassee Police offi-
cers. Supplies for the giveaway came
through grant money and donations
from businesses. 

GETTY IMAGES / ISTOCKPHOTO

1200 Church giving
away backpacks, food
Ashley White Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

QUINCY - Kenneth
Wilson Waters, age 78,
passed away Saturday,
July 21, 2018 at Select
Specialty Hospital in Tal-
lahassee, FL surrounded
by family following a
brief illness.

A Celebration of Life
will be held at 11:00 AM
on Friday, July 27, 2018,
in the chapel of Harry T.
Reid Funeral Home in Jasper, FL. The family will
receive friends at the funeral home on Friday
beginning at 10:00 a.m.

Kenneth was a native of Hamilton County, FL
born on November 18, 1939, to the late Woodrow
Wilson Waters and Lillie Mae Langford Waters. He
grew up with eight brothers and sisters. Kenneth
served in the U.S. Army in Korea and was retired
from the State of Florida. He was a devoted and
loving husband, father, grandfather, and brother.
Kenneth was preceded in death by his parents and
three of his brothers, Charles, Gary and Shelly
Waters.

Survivors include his loving wife, Barbara Ann
Schmidt Waters; two daughters, Gina Waters Hart-
field (Rick) and Kimberly Waters Alvarez (Mi-
guel); two stepchildren, Lee Jones (Lori), Margo
Jones Sumner (Archie); three brothers, Donald,
Robert and Dale Waters; two sisters, Sharon Waters
Wilson and Sherry Waters; eight grandchildren
and one great grandchild “on the way.”

Harry T. Reid Funeral Home, Jasper, FL. is in
charge of arrangements. In lieu of flowers, please
remember the patients of Shriners Hospitals for
Children, 2900 N. Rocky Point Dr., Tampa, FL
33607.

Kenneth Wilson Waters
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