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F ive-year-old Dorothy Matthews could

barely contain her zeal for a new joke.

She provided the setup: “Did you hear

about the actor who fell through the floor?”

Then, with the comedic timing of a seasoned

stand-up, she delivered the punchline: “It was

just a stage he was going through.”

Dorothy’s quip was perfectly suited for the week-
long I’m a Star summer camp she was attending. Host-
ed by the Oasis Center for Women and Girls, the Girls
Can Do Anything program offers a series of camps, 

OASIS CAMPERS CONNECT
WITH ART AND ARTISTS

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See OASIS, Page 2C

TOP: Dorothy Matthews hugs the dog in “The Sunday Paper” sculpture by Sandy Proctor.
AMANDA THOMPSON ABOVE: Campers pose in front of the Stormsong sculpture by Hugh
Bradford Nicholson. CHRISTY RODRIGUEZ DE CONTE
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

Movies

IT TAKES ‘NERVE’: An online game that
tempts teens to risk their lives in dangerous
challenges goes out of control in the the
thriller “Nerve.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens
Wednesday at AMC 20.

‘BOURNE’ AGAIN: Memory-impaired assassin
Jason Bourne (Matt Damon) gets back in the
fight when a social-media magnate threatens

the peace in the action-thriller “Bourne.” It’s
rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square.

‘BAD’ TO THE BONE: Overworked moms
(including Mila Kunis and Kristen Bell) go out
for a wild night on the town and run across an
uptight PTA princess (Christina Applegate) in
the raunchy comedy “Bad Moms.” It’s rated R
and opens Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

HOLLYWOOD HOPEFUL: During the ’30s, a
bright-eyed nephew (Jesse Eisenberg) leaves

the Bronx to try his luck in Hollywood show
business with his slightly shady, talent-agent
uncle (Steve Carell) in Woody Allen’s comedy
“Cafe Society.” It’s rated PG-13 and tenta-
tively opens Friday at AMC 20.

MAGIC FINGERS: An investigative journalist
(David Farrier) delves into the fetish realm
when he requests interviews an uncooperative
company that broadcasts “competitive endur-
ance tickling contests” when The Tallahassee
Film Society presents the offbeat documentary
“Tickled” on Friday, Saturday and Sunday at
All Saints Cinema, in the Amtrak station off

Railroad Avenue. It’s not rated and is subtitled.
Visit tallahasseefilms.com.

Special events
RUMBLE IN THE RING: Indulge your inner
12-year-old and prepare for a night of pro
wrasslin’ at the WWE Live Summerslam
Heatwave Tour, coming at 7:30 p.m. Friday to
the Tucker Civic Center, 505 W. Pensacola St.
For the main event, witness Roman Reigns
take on AJ Styles and Seth Rollins in a triple
threat match. Stick around for a tag team 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

COOL OFF WITH SUDS AND SCOOPS BAR CRAWL 
NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See EXTRA, Page 3C
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THURSDAY

Carolina Shag Beginner and Inter-
mediate Lessons: Learn to dance the
smooth steps of Carolina shag to favor-
ite songs. Beginners welcome. $5 a per-
son, 7-9 p.m. ARTS Afterschool, 3510
Weems Road.
Clogging Classes - Mountain Dews: Beginning
clogging classes for all ages, all types of music. 6:15-7:15 p.m.
Jackson Lodge, 2818 Apalachee Parkway. 
Food Truck Thursday featuring Red Hills Rhythm and
Blues: 6-9 p.m. The Shops at Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St.
Free Beginner West Coast Swing Dance Lessons: 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Elks Lodge, 276 North Magnolia Drive. 

SATURDAY 

Brickyard Farmers Market: A new
Farmers Market has formed at The
Centre of Tallahassee’s Brickyard next
to Dreamland BBQ. This market will
be home to local farmers offering
seasonal, local fruits and vegeta-
bles. 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 1519 Capital
Circle NE. 
Harry Potter Countdown
to Midnight Release
Party: Join us for a
special Countdown to

Midnight Party leading up to the release of
Harry Potter and the Cursed Child Parts One

& Two. The party will feature a Sorting Hat
station, special activities at each of the 4
houses, a special Muggle Wall where
customers can share their favorite mem-
ories of Harry Potter as well as amazing
giveaways and more fun activities. 8
p.m.-12:30 a.m. Barnes & Noble Booksell-
ers Tallahassee Mall, 2415 N Monroe St. 

Downtown MarketPlace: Open every
Saturday, March through December. Fresh

homegrown produce and organic items.
Local musicians play their music on stage, au-

thors and poets read from their latest books, and
regional artists show their arts and fine crafts. 9 a.m.-2

p.m. Ponce de Leon Park, Monroe St. (U.S. 27 south of I-10)
and Park Avenue.
We Found Waldo Party: Kids will have a chance to meet
and get their picture taken with Waldo. Also featuring a
Waldo Lookalike contest. Call 229-228-7767 or email
events@bookshelfthomasville for more details.11 a.m. The
Bookshelf & Gallery, 126 S Broad St Thomasville, GA 31792. 

UPCOMING

Aug. 6 - Marvel Fan Night: Come and
explore the Marvel Universe with a spe-

cial offer and exclusive samplers, in-
cluding the first storyline for Mosaic.

Also enjoy trivia, coloring, cosplay
and more. 7-8 p.m.
Barnes & Noble
Booksellers Talla-
hassee Mall, 2415
N Monroe St.

Calendar Send us
information

Let us know what’s on your
schedule. Use the online form at
Eventful/calendar. The deadline

for submissions is 5p.m. the
Monday before publication.

Questions?
Call 599-2161.

MANUEL HARLAN

The road is not easy for the grown Harry Potter (Jamie Parker) and his conflicted teenage son Albus (Sam Clemmett) in
the new London production of 'Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.' Visit Barnes & Noble on Saturday evening for a
midnight release party of the play’s script. 
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TV producer Norman Lear is 94. Actor
Jerry Van Dyke is 85. Actress-director
Betty Thomas (“Hill Street Blues”) is 69.
Singer Maureen McGovern is 67. Come-
dian Carol Leifer is 60. Comedian Bill
Engvall is 59. Country singer Stacy Dean
Campbell is 49. Singer Juliana Hatfield is
49. Comedian Maya Rudolph is 44. Drum-
mer Abe Cunningham of Deftones is 43.

Singer Pete Yorn is 42. Actor Jonathan Rhys Meyers is 39.
Actress Taylor Schilling is 32. Singer Cheyenne Kimball of
Gloriana is 26.

Rudolph

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). The shepherd and the sheep
have an interesting relationship. The sheep are known to
drift to new horizons and greener pastures at will. The
shepherd expects no loyalty, but understands the job: Corral
and protect.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). What seems boring to you is
riveting to another — not every other, though. Being a
winner with your crowd will depend on choosing your
audience or censoring yourself.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You are driving yourself crazy
trying to figure out the answer to a puzzle. Maybe this is
about an upcoming occasion and how to celebrate it well,
or maybe it’s about a relationship in general. Whatever it is,
the muses are with you.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Results might not come as fast
as you want them to, but keep at it. Faith is a muscle that
needs to be exercised just like the other muscles you have. In
your love life, you’ll receive the confirmation you’ve been
wanting.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). This day echoes the biblical story
of the prodigal son, i.e., the one who goes off and goes
crazy seems to get the most and best attention — not you.
Perhaps you should straight-out ask for your due.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The song insists that “only the
lonely” know the way the singer is feeling tonight. Howev-
er, people who are not lonely but are very empathetic (like
you) know, too, and will help the situation.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Should emoji icons be used as
punctuation? In the future, will this be the case? And if so, is
this a dumbing down or a smarting up? These and more
questions will speak to the emotional intelligence of you
and your generation.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Hopefully, you are still aware
of the fun that is to be had under this sky. It’s a lot. A lot
more than you had yesterday, and a lot less than you’ll have
tomorrow if you play your cards right.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). A certain relationship will
be on your mind all day. If this relationship had a sound-
track, what would that defining song be? The evening will
bring a welcome change in mood.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Did you sleep better than
you have in months? Are your stars finally aligning to the
projection of your higher mind? No surprise: You’re lighten-
ing up and straightening out at the same time.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You do your best work when
you are emotionally distanced from a problem. Clear your
head; get away. Humor heals! Give your brain a break. Seek
comedy.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Well, hey, might you say that
the smarter a person is, the more engaged he or she is in
what others might classify as ‘’mundane’’? This could explain
today’s simple fascination.

Today’s birthday (July 27). You’ll go into this year with
clear goals and wind up with a completely different set of
aims by the end of August because of all the inspiration
you’ll soak up over the next four weeks. Physically you’re
getting stronger, and in September you’ll capture someone’s
fascination. October and February bring a windfall. Virgo
and Aquarius adore you. Your lucky numbers are 11, 32, 26,
5 and 47.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, July 27, the 209th day of 2016.
There are 157 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1789: President George Washington signed a measure

establishing the Department of Foreign Affairs, forerunner
of the Department of State.

1866: Cyrus W. Field finished laying out the first success-
ful underwater telegraph cable between North America
and Europe (a previous cable in 1858 burned out after only
a few weeks’ use).

1921: Canadian researcher Frederick Banting and his
assistant, Charles Best, succeeded in isolating the hormone
insulin at the University of Toronto.

1953: The Korean War armistice was signed at Panmun-
jom, ending three years of fighting.

1967: President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed the Kerner
Commission to assess the causes of urban rioting, the same
day black militant H. Rap Brown said in Washington that
violence was “as American as cherry pie.”

1974: The House Judiciary Committee voted 27-11 to
adopt the first of three articles of impeachment against
President Richard Nixon.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell of
the grid. Each row,
column and region must
contain only one in-
stance of each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.

SU | DO | KU

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

each with a different
theme. This camp fo-
cused on the performing
and visual arts while
empowering girls, ages
5-15, to dream big. Camp-
ers had the opportunity
to take field trips, sing,
dance, act, write, paint,
and create music on in-
struments they made
themselves. The girls
were also introduced to
women who are practic-
ing artists and enjoy
creative careers. 

One of the highlights
of the camp was the
downtown public art
walk, led by the Council
on Culture & Arts.
Through this special
event, campers not only
were able to learn more
about the artworks in
their community, but also
got to meet and speak
with Susan Stelzmann,
the creator of one of the
artworks on the route. 

Stelzmann is a ceram-
icist who designed and
produced the Gaines
Street Tree Wall mosaic
mural. The piece capti-
vated many of the camp-
er,s including 12-year-old
Aliya Greyer who said, “I
loved the glaze on the
leaves and the texture.”
Meeting Stelzmann
helped open Aliya’s eyes
to her own artistic poten-
tial. “I might think that I

wouldn’t be able to do
this but knowing how she
went through it, that
inspires me. This art
inspires kids like us who
maybe never thought
about doing this type of
stuff.”

That is exactly the
kind of response that
Oasis camp director
Christy Rodriguez de
Conte is hoping for. Her
goal is to create a safe
space where the girls
feel welcome and valued.
She embraces individual-
ity and strives to design
activities that will allow
each camper to make
connections and discover
something new about
themselves and their
community. 

One example of this
occurred along the art
walk. Campers were
asked to guess what
kinds of materials were
used to create Storm-
song, the sculpture fea-
turing frolicking dol-
phins located on the west
side of the Capitol. Many
campers were delighted
to learn that along with
stainless steel, the piece
contains recycled alumi-
num. 

“They were like ‘oh,
yeah we recycle, it’s
really good for our envi-
ronment,’” said Rodri-
guez de Conte. Pointing
out that the campers
were gathering a deeper
understanding of what
art making could symbol-
ize, she added, “So look:
There’s other things

besides being an ecol-
ogist that you can do if
you care about the envi-
ronment.”

With the art walk com-
pleted and campers rest-
ing in the shade, Rodri-
guez de Conte reflected
on the experience. “This
walk highlights the fact
that there is art in our
backyard, literally. The
fact that Tallahassee and
COCA have provided that
for us, I’m just grateful

and I think that speaks to
our community as a
whole and to how we
think about art.”

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the educa-
tion and exhibitions di-
rector for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahassee
arts.org).

Oasis
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Local artist Susan Stelzmann shares details about her public
artwork on Gaines Street. 

I just read about the
convoluted and Byzan-
tine way that the state
comes up with grading
schools and calculates
learning gains and feel
the need to speak out
very clearly on why the
system of high-stakes
testing and grading
schools is a profoundly
bad idea. There are many
negative, real-life conse-
quences (many unin-
tended) to giving a school
a “D” or “F” grade, all of
which impact children,
faculty and parents.
Here is a list in no partic-
ular order.

1). Parents with means
will try to flee the school
and take their children
elsewhere. Many of the
children who leave are
some of the school’s bet-
ter students, causing a
further downward spiral
in test scores.

2). Since there is a
movement to tie test

scores to paychecks,
some faculty will leave
the schools and look to be
employed elsewhere,
often in schools and com-
munities of wealth where
children are more pre-
disposed to succeed on
tests. Thus, the children
who need a good teacher
the most — those strug-
gling in school — are
least apt to get one.

3). The tone of the
school year starts out
wrong. From day one of
the following year the
entire school, from facul-
ty to the children, is un-
der a negative cloud.
Every conversation re-
volves around how to get
rid of the negative label.
The joy of looking for-
ward to a new school
year is sucked out of the
room, replaced with a
dread of failure.

4). Property values in
the neighborhood take a
hit.

5). Businesses will
look elsewhere to relo-
cate. 

6). Children and par-
ents sour on the school
experience. Some chil-
dren drop out. Some
parents home-school.

7). Millions upon mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars
are sucked out of the
public school system and
are given to corporations
to do what should be the
teacher’s job. This money
would be much better
spent on putting more
adults in the classroom to
give more individualized
help for children that are
behind.

8). The stigma of fail-
ure is internalized in
some children. In new
teachers the stigma
leaves such a bad taste in
their mouths that they
leave the profession.

9). The rules of the
game are so convoluted
that most parents don’t
understand what is going
on. To make matters
worse, the rules are con-
stantly changing so as to
make any grading virtu-
ally meaningless.

10). In order to have

time for grading, the
tests are given well be-
fore the end of the school
year. Once the testing
has ended, exhausted
students (and faculty)
think that the school year
is over. This wastes
weeks of what could be
valuable instruction
time.

11). Weeks of valuable
instruction time are also
wasted in test prep, pre-
testing and practice test-
ing.

12). Educational stud-
ies have shown that there
is a correlation between
the effectiveness of cor-
recting a mistake to the
immediacy of finding a
mistake. This is why
helping a child correct
something as soon as
they make a mistake is
much more effective
than giving a test and
then waiting a week to go
over it, for example. 

In short, we can do
much better than this.

Bill Hoatson has been
an educator in the Big
Bend area for 30 years.
Reach him at billhoatson
@yahoo.com, or visit
childachievement.com.

Bill 
Hoatson
GUEST COLUMNIST

The problems of high-stakes testing
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