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FIRST BIRTHDAYS
» Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-FirstBirthdays@talla-
hassee.com. Include the child’s full name, son or daughter,
date of birth and parents’ names, address and phone num-
ber. Photos are published the Wednesdays on or after the
child’s first birthday. Questions? Call 599-2171.

Happy 1st birthday

Richard Lafayette Lutz, May 13, 2015. Son of Rebeccah
and Matt Lutz. 
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LEON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT 

AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Renaissance Center – 2nd Floor Conference Room

435 N. Macomb Street
Wednesday, July 27, 2016

1:30 p.m.

APPLICATION REVIEW MEETING:

1:30 p.m. Project Name: Paws & Claws Veterinary Hospital 

    Building Addition

 Review Level: Type “A”, Concept Plan Approval (CPA) Track
 Project ID#: LSP160024

 Applicant: Paws & Claws Veterinary Hospital
 Agent:  Clifford Lamb & Associates

 Parcel ID#: 14-22-20-012-0000

 Location: 3819 Bradfordville Road

Paws and Claws Veterinary Hospital is requesting a 3,160 square foot 

addition to the existing facility. The proposed two-story addition will consist 
of grooming, treatment, and support areas on the first floor and three (3) 

private doctor’s offices on the second floor. Additional parking spaces will 

be provided to accommodate the proposed improvements. The subject 
property is accessed via Bradfordville Road. The project will be reviewed 

through the Type “A” Concept Plan Approval Track.

Development Services Contact:  Weldon Richardson

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons needing 
a special accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact Community & Media Relations, 

606-5300, or Facilities Management, 606-5000, by written or oral request at least 48 hours prior to the 

proceeding. 7-1-1 (TDD and Voice), via Florida Relay Service.

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Irene C. Edmonds was
a local visionary and
cultural catalyst who
believed deeply in the
power of theater to
change and broaden
children’s lives. As a
FAMU professor, she
established the Creative
Children’s Theatre in
1948 and directed it for 12
years. Her legacy lives
on in FAMU’s youth thea-
ter summer camp named
in her honor, and for the
past 20 years, hundreds
of campers have bene-
fited from their experi-
ence. 

Fourteen-year-old
Iman Baker is one of
them. This marks her
eighth year as an “ICE”
camper, and she keeps
coming back because she
enjoys the process of
putting a show together.
Every year, a group per-
formance caps off the
camp, but this year’s
production, celebrating
the 20th anniversary,
included camp alumni,
many of them now
adults. Iman shared that
“it feels good to be part
of a show like this, it’s an
honor.”

Edmonds developed
eight guiding principles
that have become the
overarching philosophy
for the five-week pro-
gram. Like the campers
before her, Iman is com-
mitted to professional-
ism, decorum, discipline,
responsibility, collabora-
tion, commitment, tradi-
tion, and respect for the
art of theater. She ex-
plained that “we take that
and we follow it, not just
at ICE camp but at school
and home. I use them
every day.”

Matthew Cooper, 9, is
also a veteran camper
and he felt the signif-
icance of this special
anniversary year. “I’m
pretty emotional,” he
shared. “Yesterday we
watched some of our past
shows and I started cry-
ing. It makes me want to
keep coming back so I
can be part of it again
and again.” Though hes-
itant at first, in his three
years as a camper, Mat-
thew has delved into the
craft with enthusiasm
and a sense of humor.
“Theater allows me to

laugh. We get a lot of
laughs in.” He also sees
that through his work in
the theater, he has grown
and matured as an indi-
vidual. “Acting can some-
times make you a better
person and it can help
with your social skills.” 

Volunteer camp coun-
selor Amber Tookes ech-
oes those sentiments. She
started coming to the
camp when she was 7
years old. Now 22, and a
recent FAMU graduate,
she credits much of her
success to the camp. “As
a public relations profes-
sional, you have to be
able to speak. Being in
the ICE camp helped me
to articulate and not be
afraid to get up in front
of a crowd or even in a
one-on-one personal con-
versation.”

Tookes is now able to
impart some of the wis-
dom she gained through
her camp experience.
She especially enjoys
helping kids with their
lines and giving them
encouragement useful
for the task at hand as
well as the future. “If you
mess up, go with the
flow,” Tookes advised.
“Don’t go back, just keep
going. In life, you have to
keep moving.” 

Camp director James
Webb has been affiliated
with the program for
many years and has
served in a variety of
capacities. Just like Ed-
monds, he understands
the effect that theater
can have, mainly because
he has experienced it
himself. Webb holds
several theater degrees
and has worked profes-
sionally as an actor, di-
rector, playwright and
educator. Even with his
experience, the ICE
camp proved to be artis-
tically demanding. This
is due mainly to the fact
that for the past 20 years,
all of the content has
been original and custom
crafted to the program. 

Webb said, “I was
taking playwriting class-
es when I stared my
Ph.D. program, but it
wasn’t to the magnitude
of having 30 people in a
cast and trying to make
sure that every child has
something of signifi-
cance to contribute to the
show. It would be easy to
have my core group of
principles and everyone

else is ensemble, but
that’s not how this
works.” 

The content that Webb
develops each year is
specifically designed to
help stretch campers’
abilities. “Part of my
education background at
NYU is to create a curri-
culum that examines
where a student is and
then figure out how to
push them beyond what
they perceive their limi-
tations to be.” 

Describing the artistic
process that campers
undertake, Webb empha-
sized that “the nature of
a production is going to
challenge you physically,
emotionally and socially.
You must meet the task.
You must step up so that
you can move into your
evolution and become

more.”
Webb gestured to

dozens of binders, filled
to the brim with papers.
“That’s the camp’s histo-
ry,” he said. “We were
able to take Mrs. Ed-
monds’ road map, her
guiding principles, and
we’ve all added our own
spices to flavor things.
She did such work in
terms of creating Chil-
dren’s Theatre. She was a
woman of stature, poise
and excellence. It’s im-
portant to honor that type
of legacy.” 

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the educa-
tion and exhibitions di-
rector for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahassee
arts.org).

Creator’s vision plays on at FAMU theater camp
AMANDA KARIOTH
THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS 

AMANDA THOMPSON

ICE campers take the stage of the youth theater camp at FAMU, which is celebrating its 20th anniversary. 

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Irene C. Edmonds started the Creative Children’s Theatre in
1948 and directed it for 12 years.

AMANDA THOMPSON

James Webb directs campers at FAMU’s youth theater summer
camp, named ICE for Irene C. Edmonds.

Crawford is a member
of the Tallahassee Youth
Orchestra and performs
solos in spaces around
the city. She has consec-
utively earned schol-
arships to attend summer
music workshops at pres-
tigious music colleges in
the U.S. and abroad. 

As a recent recipient
of a competitive artist
grant from the Sphinx
Organization, a group
that supports diversity in
the arts, Crawford will
have a summer filled
with new musical experi-
ences once again. With
the $2,500 MPower
award, Crawford attend-

ed the Philadelphia Inter-
national Music Festival, a
two-week summer music
camp at Bryn Mawr
College. She will also
perform in downtown
Chicago through another
summer program at
Roosevelt University.

Although her roots are
in classical music, im-
provisation feeds her
soul. 

She enjoys figuring
out how to “be a part of
the music” — combining
emotions with technique.
During the Opening
Nights Performing Arts,
she shared the stage with
Black Violin, a violin-
viola duo that fuses hip-
hop with classical. 

Crawford is “truly
grateful” for her experi-
ences, which often re-
mind her why it is impor-

tant to support music for
young students. 

“Without opportunities
like this, young musi-
cians may not feel moti-
vated to go the whole
way on their own,” she
said. 

The arts, she said, too
often “take a second
seat.”

“I have never seen
music as a profitable
venture,” she said. “If
you’re thinking like that,
then I don’t think music
is for you. For a lot of
students, STEM is not a
way of self-expression.
But music can allow you
to do this, in an infinite
number of ways.”

Contact Amanda
Claire Curcio by email at
acurcio@tallahassee.com
or follow @MandaCurcio
on Twitter.

Violinist
Continued from Page 1C

Legal Services offers
free legal information
clinic set for Thursday

Legal Services of
North Florida has orga-
nized a free information-
al clinic to be conducted
for residents who would
like to learn more about
the small claims process
and how to handle land-
lord/tenant issues. 

The clinic will be held
6-8 p.m. Thursday at
Leon County Courthouse
Annex, Courtroom 1.

LSNF, along with part-
ners Leon County Clerk
of Circuit Court and
Comptroller; James E.
Sorenson, a volunteer
attorney from the law
firm of Williams Gautier
P.A.; Herzog Mediation
LLC; and guest Judge
Ronald W. Flury, will
provide information
about the small claims
filing process and other
legal issues. 


