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Ask About Our Limited Time Special Move-In Rates! Call (850) 309-1982

St.Augustine
Plantation

AssistedLiving&MemoryCare

AL#9149

www.staugustineal.com

Tried & True - A Proven History of Trusted Care!
Assisted Living

• 50+ years of staff experience in senior living care
• Multiple Deficiency Free state commendations
• Care plans customized to your specific needs
• Engaging, unique activities based on resident input

Memory Care
• Unique In the Moment® program
• Care guided by the Six Elements of Engagement
• Care that reaches the resident in the moment they are experiencing with
a caring interaction, rather than pre-scheduled activities
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Y CAMPERS EXPLORE 

MIX OF CREATIVIT Y, 
PROBLEM-SOLVING IN 
COMPUTER CODING

<CRACKING THE CODE>

<
Computer programming and

creativity conjure up

powerful and often

conflicting stereotypes. Those

who write code, the instructions

all computers follow, are

frequently considered to operate

in a left-brain fashion, focused

solely on the analytical, logical,

and mathematical.

But programming is an open-ended
activity and each code writer makes
unique choices in an attempt to create
something that’s dynamic, compelling,
and innovative. To conceive an original
idea and bring it into being requires a
hefty dose of imagination and artistry,
even in the digital realm.

In the 21st century, computers run
the world. They power our phones, our
cars, our appliances, not to mention our
economy, health care system, military,
and manufacturing industries. We are
undeniably and inextricably linked to
these machines and the developers,
computer scientists, software engi-
neers, and coders who command them.
Learning to code is comparable to learn-
ing a new language, complete with syn-
tax. Codecraft Works, a local nonprofit,
is intent on teaching it. 

The organization was founded by
Shannon Landin in Melbourne in 2011
and it quickly grew, expanding to Talla-
hassee through a connection with Domi
Station, a local startup incubator. Mea-
gan Bonnell, the Leon County Director
of Codecraft Works explains that
through their educational program-
ming, “kids become empowered. They
start to understand that technology isn’t
just this weird, magic, obscure thing.

It’s something that they can see behind
the scenes of and make their own. There
is a need for kids to start creating the
technology they consume.”

Codecraft Works offers several sum-
mer coding camps in partnership with
Florida State University’s College of
Communication and Information and
Florida A&M University’s Center for
Public Computing and Workforce De-
velopment. Campers use the Codecraft
Works platform to learn coding, ethical
hacking and how to design their own
web pages and games and explore meth-
ods for enhancing them with digital
graphics, animation, and sound. 

Describing the content that the
campers encounter, Bonnell said, “we
start with the HTML, which is the
bones.” Hypertext Markup Language
(HTML) acts as the underlying skeleton
of any computer program. “Then we
started adding in the CSS.” Cascading
Style Sheets (CSS) determines the way
information is presented. “I call that the
clothes. It’s the design where you get to
add the colors and the fonts. It’s how
you make it look pretty. And then the
hardest part is the JavaScript and that’s
the interactivity so that’s what makes
things highlight when you click on it or
a button that does something.”

Once campers gain proficiency with
the basic building blocks, they can be-
gin to explore the possibilities.

Though 10-year-old Madeline For-
slund has some previous experience 

See Coding, Page 4C
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Campers write code to create music boxes that
can be played like a simple instrument. 

Campers work
collaboratively on
coding projects,
embedding
graphics and
musical elements. 
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Movies

ON THE BEACH: Civilian boaters and yacht-owners in
the English Channel join the military effort when thou-
sands of British soldiers are trapped on a beach in France
while the German soldiers advance in director Christo-
pher Nolan’s epic war movie “Dunkirk.” It’s rated PG-13
and opens Friday at AMC 20, the IMAX Theatre and
Governor’s Square.

GIRLS JUST WANT TO HAVE FUN: During the annual
Essence Festival in New Orleans, four long-time friends
(Regina Hall, Queen Latifah, Jada Pinkett Smith and
Tiffany Haddish) known as the Flossy Posse decide to cut
loose and have plenty of bawdy fun in the comedy
“Girls Trip.” It’s rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20
and Governor’s Square.

RUSH TO SAVE THE PLACE: In the distant future, two
young warriors (Dane DeHaan, Cara Delevingne) have
only a short amount of time while saving an advanced
civilization from destruction by a dark force in the sci-fi
action pic “Valerian and the City of A Thousand
Planets.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20
and Governor’s Square.

IT WAS 20 YEARS AGO TODAY .... : Composer-musician
Scott Freiman delivers a TED-style talk about the making
of the landmark “Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band”
album at Abbey Road Studios at 4:30 p.m. Saturdaywhen
The Tallahassee Film Society continues its series of filmed
lectures called “Deconstructing the Beatles” at All
Saints Cinema. It’s not rated. Visit www.tallahassee
films.com.

MEET THE NEW RABBI: After part of a synagogue
collapses and an ultra-Orthodox rabbi moves in, many of
the female members of the flock feel left out in Jerusa-
lem when The Tallahassee Film Society presents the
Israeli comedy “The Women’s Balcony” on Friday and
Sunday at the All Saints Cinema. It’s not rated and subti-
tled. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

MISSISSIPPI BURNING: A vagabond (Paul Newman)
and pyromaniac’s son returns to Frenchman’s Bend,
Miss., and finds work at rich man’s store but can’t com-
pletely escape his past when The Tallahassee Film Society
presents “The Long Hot Summer” (1958) on Saturday
at All Saints Cinema. It’s not rated. Visit www.tallahassee
films.com.

Comedy

LAUGH IT UP: The Comedy Zone club is back in action in
Tallahassee when stand-up comics Ryan Van Genderen
and Blayr Nias share the stage starting at 8 p.m. Thurs-
day at The Junction at Monroe concert hall, 2011 S.
Monroe St. General admission tickets are $10 and $15 for
reserved seats. The shows will contain adult humor. Visit
www.junctionatmonroe.com.

Opera

MEET MOZART IN QUINCY: Even people disinterested
in opera love Mozart’s “The Magic Flute.” Featuring
some of Wolfgang’s most famous hits (such as the aston-
ishing “Queen of the Night” aria), it’s a story of a young
prince sent on a quest to retrieve a kidnapped princess
from a sorcerer’s cult and the characters he encounters
along the way. It’s also the first in what the Quincy Music
Theatre hopes to become a tradition of putting on
summer operas. Featuring students and alumni of Flori-
da State Opera and sung in English, it runs 7:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $18
for adults and $15 for students, seniors, and active mil-
itary. Call 875-9444 or visit qmt.org.

Theater

THIS WILL ‘HOUND’ YOU: Arthur Conan Doyle’s mur-
derous mystery “The Hound of the Baskervilles” is given
a comic twist by playwright Ken Ludwig (“Lend Me a
Tenor,” “Moon Over Buffalo”) in the play “Baskerville:
A Sherlock Holmes Mystery,” produced by New
Horizons Stage Co. and running at the Monticello Opera
House, 185 W. Washington St. in Monticello through July
30th. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. for dinner (7 p.m.) and
curtain is at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays and Sunday,
July 30th. Visit monticellooperahouse.org for tickets. 

THE DARKER SIDE OF DISNEY: For something inspired
by a Disney movie, “The Hunchback of Notre Dame”
sure talks a lot of death, damnation and burning people
at the stake. That hasn’t stopped it from becoming a
fan-favorite, which Leon High School’s performing arts
department will prove when it performs the stage ver-
sion 7:30 p.m. Thursday through and Saturdays and
3:30 p.m. Sunday. Tickets are $14 general public, $10
students and seniors. It’s being staged in Leon High
School’s auditorium, 550 E. Tennessee St. Visit www.leon-
performingarts.org.

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

ARMSTRONG
READY TO ROCK
THE HOUSE
Get a jump on your weekend

entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the

Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 2C
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Harold Eugene Pitts, age 85, of Tallahassee, Flori-
da, died on Sunday, July 9, 2017 after a lengthy illness. 

Son of Arthur G. and Bertha Hayes Pitts of Mitch-
ell County, GA. He grew up enjoying family farm 
life in the Branchville-Hopeful, GA. area. A Veter-
an of the U.S. Navy, Harold began active duty dur-
ing the Korean War.  After marriage in Camilla, GA., 
and earning a Bachelor of Science degree from Flori-
da State University, he began his career as a salesman 
in the oil industry. He and his wife Beverly Waldron 
Pitts lived the last 52 years in Tallahassee and enjoy-
ing 5 children; 10 grandchildren, a lot of Seminole 
football, fi shing, golfi ng, gardening, and lots of travel-
ing after they both retired.

Harold is survived by his wife, Beverly Pitts of 64 
years and their 5 children; Harold Martin, Barbara 
Helen Griffi  n, Helen Elaine Gunn (Tommy), John 
Douglas (Tonya), Susan Diane Johnson (Randy), two 
sisters; Merle Ross of Th omasville, GA. and Margie 
Kirkland of Sylvester, GA., 10 grandchildren, and 8 
great-grandchildren.  

A private family service will be held at a later date. 
Please join the family in remembering Harold by 
sharing your thoughts and fond memories at www.
bevisfh.com.

In lieu of fl owers memorial contributions can be 
made to the  Shriners Hospital for Children N. Rocky 
Point Dr. Tampa, FL., 33607 or the Wounded War-
rior Project, P.O. Box 758516 Topeka, KS 66675.

Scotti Th ompson of Bevis Funeral Home is assisting 
the Pitts family with their arrangements. (www.bevis-
fh.com 850-385-2193)

Harold Eugene Pitts

Marjorie Louise Valentine, 94, of Tallahassee died
Saturday (7/15) at Big Bend Hospice House. A na-
tive of Wellborn, FL she came to Tallahassee in 1960
from Albany. Marjorie enjoyed shop-
ping, but was an avid collector of Por-
celain Dolls and proudly displayed her
collection all over her home. She also
enjoyed collecting tea sets and light
houses, and was a constant reader un-
til she could no longer see well enough.
She was a FSU fan and followed all
their sports. Marjorie was a member
of Immanuel Baptist Church.

She was preceded in death by her husband: Ira S.,
Jr; a granddaughter: Melissa Helms; and brother Hor-
ace Burton Bond, Sr. Survivors include her children:
James Sylvester (Peggy Joyce) of Crossville, TN, Mar-
jorie (Arthur, Sr.) Jonas of Valdosta, GA, Mary (Win-
ston) Colvin of Havana, Cheryl (Ethane) Helms of
Valdosta, GA; sister: Elizabeth McMullen of Live
Oak; Aunt: Irene McCall also of Live Oak; sev-
en grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; and many
nieces and nephews.

Funeral services will be Friday (7/21) at 11:00 AM
in the Immanuel Baptist Church and burial will fol-
low in MeadowWood Memorial Park. The family
will receive friends at the church from 10:00 AM un-
til time of services. For friends who wish, the fami-
ly suggests memorial donations to the Florida Baptist
Children’s Home, 8415 Buck Lake Rd, Tallahassee,
FL 32317 (the Tallahassee home) in lieu of flowers.

Marjorie Louise Valentine

Celebration of Life
Service for William
“Dove” Robinson, will
be 10:00
AM Fri-
day, July
21, 2017,
at Great-
er Mace-
d o n i a
B a p t i s t
C h u r c h ,
1880 Edgewood Ave
W, Dr. Landon Wil-
liams, Pastor. William
transitioned July 11,
2017 and will be deeply
missed by his wife, Nor-
ee Robinson; son, Wil-
liam Robinson, Jr.; 2
grandchildren; 3 great-
grandchildren; other rel-
atives and friends. Vis-
itation THURSDAY at
The Soutel Chapel from
5 – 7:00 PM. Interment
in Jacksonville Nation-
al Cemetery. Because of
the love of his family, ar-
rangements entrusted to
J. E. Fralin & Sons Fu-
neral & Cremation Ser-
vices, 5065 Soutel Dr,
904.924.9400. Light a
candle in remembrance
at jefralinandsons.com.

William “Dove”
Robinson

Valentine, Marjorie Louise age 94, of  Tallahassee, 
07/15/2017, Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home

Stone, Stanley L. age 87, of  Tampa, July 14, 2017

Stone, Stanley L. age 87, of  Tampa, July 14, 2017, Neptune 
Society

Pitts, Harold Eugene age 85, of  Tallahassee, July 9, 2017, Bevis 
Funeral Home 

Sadler, Brian Joseph age 42, of  Tallahassee, 0717/2017, Bevis 
Funeral Home

Paul, Frances 
Dean, Rebecca Ward McClanahan age 74, of  Ft. Worth, 

TX, July 11, 2017

Brennan, Sr., Oscar A. age 74, of  Greenville, FL, July 11, 2017, 
Tillman of  Monticello

Robinson, William “Dove”, July 11, 2017, J. E. Fralin & Sons 
Funeral & Cremation Services

Death Notices

Oscar Alphonso Bren-
nan, Sr., 74, of Green-
ville, FL passed away on
July 11,
2017. Fu-
neral ser-
vices will
be 11:00
a.m. Sat-
u r d a y ,
July 22,
at Cove-
nant M.B. Church, Flor-
ida City, FL. Viewing-
visitation is 3-6 p.m.
Wednesday (TODAY) at
TILLMAN OF MON-
TICELLO 850-997-
5553.

Oscar A. Brennan, Sr.

Rebecca Ward McClanahan Dean, 74, a resident
of Ft. Worth, Texas, peacefully departed this life on
Tuesday, July 11, 2017, surrounded by her family. She
is survived by her beloved husband of 12 years, Jessie
M. Dean of Ft. Worth, TX. 

She is preceded in death by her beloved husband of
38 years, Th omas M. McClanahan, of Tallahassee, FL,
her stepson Th omas A. McClanahan of St. Augustine,
FL and step daughter Sharon L. McClanahan of Jack-
son, MS.

Born November 17, 1942, in Sardis, Mississippi, she
was the daughter of the late John Benjamin Ward and
Sadie Mathews Ward and sister to Gerald F. Ward
and John B. Ward, Jr.

Rebecca attended the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi and later transferred to Delta State University,
where she graduated with a degree in history and re-
ceived recognition for Who’s Who Among Women in
American Universities.

She moved to Tallahassee, FL to study music under
the renowned Madame Elena Nikolaidi and ended up
studying marriage instead. 

Mrs. Dean leaves behind a multitude of friends and
associates who knew her to be a loving wife, mother
and one of the fi nest women they ever had the plea-
sure of knowing.

Other survivors include son, John B. McClanahan
(Charlotte) of Quincy, FL. Daughters, Nancy M. Ste-
phens of Tallahassee, FL and Susan M. Busbee (Kev-
in) of Havana, FL, stepsons Robert M. Dean (Melis-
sa) and Bradley J. Dean, both of Ft. Worth, TX, fi ve
grandchildren, four step grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.

Th e family will receive guests at the home of John
and Charlotte McClanahan, 115 Bear Creek Road,
Quincy, FL, July 29, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. In lieu of fl ow-
ers, donations can be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 262 Danny Th omas Place, Memphis,
TN 38105 or the charity of your choice.

Rebecca Ward McClanahan Dean

Frances Jeannette Paul, 81 of Quincy, passed away
July 16, 2017 at Big Bend Hospice House in Tallahas-
see, FL. Th e graveside service will be Th ursday, July 20,
10:00 AM at Hillcrest Cemetery.

    Jeannette was born on January 24, 1936 in Bain-
bridge, GA to Melvin and Virginia Faircloth. She
married her high-school sweetheart, Quinton, in
1954 and waited faithfully stateside for him to return
from military service in Europe to start their family,
she raised two adventurous boys into exceptional men.
She enjoyed a long career as a beautician and after re-
tirement, she devoted her time to her fl ower gardens,
cooking delicious country meals, spending time with
her granddaughters and being an active member of
her church, New Philadelphia Presbyterian in Quincy.
She was also a compassionate animal lover who made
sure no stray cat in the neighborhood went without a
meal.

    She is survived by her beloved husband, Quinton
Paul, devoted sons Bruce Paul (Susan) of Sneads and
Keith Paul of Quincy, and cherished granddaughters;
Lawson Paul and Brittany Yazdanpanah both of Tal-
lahassee. In addition to her parents, Jeannette was pre-
ceded in death by her brother; Melvin Faircloth, Jr.,
her sister; Linda Faircloth Kappelle, and granddaugh-
ter; Elizabeth Lauren Butler.

   In lieu of fl owers, memorial donations may be
made to Big Bend Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center
Blvd., Tallahassee, FL 32308 or Gadsden County Hu-
mane Society, P.O. Box 1268, Havana FL 32333.

    Independent Funeral Home (850-875-1529) is
handling arrangements.

Frances  Paul

Stone, Stanley L., 87,
of Tampa, passed away
at home on Friday, July
14, 2017.
Sur v ived
by wife
Lois and
f a m i l y .
Life Cel-
e b r a t i o n
from 4
– 7 PM
on Fri., July 21, 2017
at Sheraton Sand Key,
Clearwater Beach (727)
595-1611.

Stanley L. Stone

OBITUARIES

Make charitable donations.
tallahassee.com/obituaries

View Florida’s comprehensive 
list of death notices and obituraries.

OBITUARY 
POLICY
The Tallahassee 
Democrat does not 
charge for a standard 
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extended obituary is 
available for a 
charge. The Tallahassee 
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obituaries. Obituaries 
and photographs 
submitted to the 
Tallahassee Democrat 
may be published, 
distributed, re-purposed 
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print, electronic and 
other media platforms. 
Deadline for publication 
for the following day is 
2:30 p.m. 
After that time no new 
submissions, changes 
or cancellations may be 
made.
LOBBY HOURS: 
Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm

CALL CENTER HOURS: 
Monday - Sunday 8:30am - 6:00pm

Email obituaries to 
obitstd@tallahassee.com. 
For more information on 
placing an obituary, 
please contact the obituary 
team at 888-516-0060.

Our SympathyExpress your 
condolences in our 
guestbook at:
www.tallahassee.com/obit

with app design and coding, after a week at camp
she was surprised by how much more she’d learned.
“I didn’t know that there were all these different
things that you can do in coding,” she said. When
reflecting on how she brings her own creativity into
her designs, Madeline said, “you have to use your
imagination or it’ll be kind of boring. You have to
pick different colors and fonts.”

Kailey Hoffman, 11, agreed and explained that
the design elements a coder selects can affect the
user’s experience. “If there’s a bunch of lines or if
it’s really bright neon colors, you’re like, ‘Oh, I don’t
want to look at this for a long time.’ ”

Camp counselor Darius Holliday had similar
sentiments. “You have to think about what the front
end looks like, so you think about lines and balance
and colors and the style and how you express your
personality within the bounds of the code. That’s the
challenge. It’s really about problem-solving.” Nei-
ther Holliday nor Danielle Taylor, another camp
counselor, has a background in coding and they’ve
been learning alongside the campers. Taylor was
surprised by how quickly she took to it.

“It’s much easier than I thought it would be. Now
I can do Scratch,” she said. Designed at the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, Scratch is an
online computer programming language. “It’s free,
anyone can do it and they teach you within the site
how to do everything. It’s block based coding, like
drag and drop stuff and you can make a game or a
video or a story.”

Block-based coding is often the first way camp-
ers are introduced to computer programming. It
teaches fundamental concepts that they will use
later in more advanced camps and classes.

Another digital experience popular with campers
is a game called Minecraft. “I find Minecraft fasci-
nating because they’re building their own worlds,”
said Bonnell. “They can build their own houses and
hotels and roller coasters and boats to go to differ-
ent lands. It gives them this creative free play that
they don’t often get because sometimes they don’t
have that sort of agency because they’re kids. Here,
whatever they dream, they can create.”

Owen Forrester, 11, is a big fan of the game and
he gets a thrill by engineering on a scale that
wouldn’t be possible in real life. “I like creating big
things in Minecraft. It makes me feel like I can do
anything I put my mind to.” Niko Palaios, 10, also
enjoys playing and he’s especially proud of the solu-
tions he comes up with. “In Minecraft, I think of
stuff that other people probably don’t.” 

It is exactly these kinds of creative problem-
solving skills that Bonnell hopes campers gain.
“They’re learning how things work. They’re learn-
ing that this isn’t an intimidating space, you can
learn how to make it yourself. They get confidence
from this, they get collaboration skills, presentation
skills. Coding isn’t just somebody in a box with their
head down, banging away at a keyboard. At Code-
craft Works, we want them to learn that there’s cre-
ativity in it and there are so many ways that we can
affect technology in our world, there’s no end.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Di-
rector for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the
capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Coding
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Madeline Forslund and Kailey Hoffman pay close attention
to the design details of their coding projects. 

Paint Dog! Art Supplies & Gallery, in Havana, will
host Art to the Rescue, a gala fundraiser to benefit
the Gadsden County Humane Society, on Saturday,
July 22, from 7 to 10 p.m. at the gallery, at 307 N.
Main St.

The free event will feature artwork from local
artists available for purchase, a wide variety of
silent auction items, raffle drawings, wine, light

hors d’oeurves and live music. 
GCHS is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit or-

ganization whose purpose is to improve the lives of
abused, neglected, and homeless animals by pre-
venting cruelty, supporting animal-protection laws,
and promoting spay/neuter through humane educa-
tion and community outreach. 

Proceeds from this fundraiser will directly bene-
fit animals in Gadsden County. If you would like
more information, please call GCHS st 539-0505.

Gadsden Humane to host
Art to the Rescue benefit
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 
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Paint Dog! Art Supplies & Gallery, in Havana, will host Art to
the Rescue, a gala fundraiser to benefit the Gadsden County
Humane Society on Saturday.
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