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TLHLife

Simplify your kitchen with custom pull-out
shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

EASY ACCESS MEANS

EASY LIVING.

Schedule your free design consultation
(850) 354-6988

*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves.
Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions. Learn more at shelfgenie.com. Expires 6/30/2018.

R
ory Strickland is a third-grader at the
School of Arts and Sciences at The
Centre and she’s a fan of the “Little
House on the Prairie” series.

Written by Laura Ingalls Wilder, the
books chronicle a pioneer family in the late 1800s.
They are loving, resourceful, cooperative and
hard-working. Without access to modern conve-
niences, they make things by hand and often rely
on one another to overcome life’s challenges. They
accept help from neighbors when necessary and
provide support to community members in need. 

This appeals to Rory’s creative and civic-mind-
edness, especially as she explores a special art unit
focused on traditional crafts and service learning.
Rory and her classmates are studying utilitarian
artforms including basketry, soap making, felting,
crocheting and weaving. 

“I like the feeling that I’m from a long time ago,”

she said. “We learned about American history and
this is what people used to do. Back then, kids
would help their parents with the stuff around the
house by making things like this.” 

Designed by art teacher Heather Light, the les-
sons serve as a vehicle for students to work with
their hands and hearts by understanding the value
of service to their community. In donating some of
their work to charity, student learn that, through
creating, they can show kindness to others. 

This is a lesson Rory has already internalized.
She said, “I love helping people. It makes me feel
above and beyond good. If you don’t help people, to
me, you’re not human.” 

In the development of this unit, Light drew
upon her own background and interest in tradi-
tional arts. With an overarching classroom theme
of kindness and community, the service learning
component was an obvious extension. By combin-
ing learning goals and community service, Light
hopes to enhance both student growth and the
common good. “I want to build that intrinsic moti-
vation to love and care for other people,” she said. 

One of the most popular class activities was
knitting hats and second-grader Jewel Fernandez 

School of Arts and Sciences students use their new knowledge of basketry techniques during a class exercise focused on traditional crafts and service
learning. HEATHER LIGHT

Crafts and kindness

Third-grader Rory Strickland focuses while
working on an art project in class. 
AMANDA THOMPSON

Students’ civic-minded
creations benefit others 
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See CRAFTS, Page 7C

Movies

KNOCKING OFF THE NICELY
DRESSED: Getting out of prison on pa-
role, a thief (Sandra Bullock) goes right
back to doing what she does best and
assembles a crew to rip off a rich actress
(Anne Hathaway) at the Met costume
gala in the all-female heist flick “Ocean’s
Eight.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday
at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

IT RUNS IN THE FAMILY: After grand-
mother dies an unquiet death, and

keeps coming back, eek, a worried
mother (Toni Collette) keeps a family
secret closer to her chest in writer-di-
rector Ari Aster’s horror debut “Heredi-
tary.” It’s rated R and opens Friday at
AMC 20.

YOU CAN CHECK IN BUT ... : Set in riot-
torn, violent, near-future Los Angeles,
the nefarious nightlife follows the Nurse
(Jodie Foster) who runs a secret, mem-
bers-only hospital for criminals in the
action pic “Hotel Artemis.” It’s rated R
and tentatively opens Friday at AMC 20.

IMAGISTIC WAY TO SAY GOODBYE: In
the final feature by Iranian director Ab-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Tallahassee Theatre goes ‘Barefoot in the Park’

Taylor Filaroski, right, and Jeff Hoh star in Tallahassee Theatre’s comedy
"Barefoot in the Park." ABBY KINCH/SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Mark Hinson and Kati Schardl
Tallahassee Democrat - USA TODAY NETWORK -
FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT EXTRA, Page 4C
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Legal Notices

Wednesday

Lake Ella Growers Market: Meet farmers new
to the community market. Noon-6 p.m. Free to at-
tend, produce and food available for purchase. Lake
Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. 

Thursday

See the original tiny house, off grid living: A
collection of 18 historical buildings, dating from
1820 to the 1940s. Now arranged on five acres to rep-
licate an idyllic farm community, the buildings were
moved from their original locations throughout Cal-
houn County. 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Panhandle Pioneer Set-
tlement, 17869 NW Pioneer Settlement Road,
Blountstown. 

Friday

Contra Dance: 7:15-10:30 p.m. $10 adults, $9
seniors, $6 students, kids under 12 free. Tallahassee
Senior Center, 1400 North Monroe St.

Sneak Thief Reading: In promotion of her new
middle-grade novel, Tallahassee author Faith Har-
key will be hitting the road on a rural libraries sum-
mer reading tour. 1 p.m. Jefferson County R.J. Bailar
Public Library, 375 S Water St, Monticello, FL
32344. 

The Wizard of Oz: 7:30 p.m. Adult: $20 Child:
$10. Lincoln High School Auditorium, 3838 Trojan
Trail.

Saturday

FAMU Farm Fest: Local farmers, producers, and
families in the Big Bend and surrounding counties
are invited to attend this event just 5 minutes from
beautiful downtown Quincy. The day promises to be
both educational and entertaining with exhibits,
demonstrations, value-added workshops, protect-
ed agriculture, kitchen mixology, health and well-
ness, sustainable herb gardening, a 4-H Agri-STEM
carnival, farm tours and our inaugural BBQ-U! 10
a.m.-3 p.m. Kids 17 & under are free. Ages 18 - 64 pay
$5. Seniors 65 & up are free. BBQ-U - $25. 4259
Bainbridge HWY, Quincy, FL 32352. Registration
http://www.cvent.com/d/6gqp0q

FNGLA Scholarship Plant Sale: Many nurser-
ies from around the Tallahassee area donate plants
for this sale, and the proceeds go towards a schol-
arship for someone furthering their education in
horticulture. 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Tallahassee
Nurseries, 2911 Thomasville Road.

Johnnies Home Made Ice Cream: 9:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. Tallahassee Nurseries, 2911 Thomasville
Road. 

Lucky Goat Coffee Tasting and Kitty Rescue:
9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m. Tallahassee Nurseries, 2911 Thom-
asville Road.

Sunday

Sunday Stories: Sunday Stories at My Favorite
Books will be different every week; we’ll do a craft,
sing a song, have special guests, dress in our paja-
mas, or who knows. 2-3 p.m. My Favorite Books,
1410 Market Street.

Tally Go Club: Go is an ancient game popular in
Asia. 2 p.m. LeRoy Collins Public Library, 200 West
Park Ave. 

Tomato Feastival: Turkey Hill Farm is once
again hosting this annual fundraiser for the Red
Hills Small Farm Alliance. Bring the kids, friends
and family. There is something for everyone —
games, great food, silent auction and much more. 4-
8 p.m. Turkey Hill Farm, 3546 Baum Road. 

CALENDAR

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the on-
line link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee or
email Andrew Quintana at aquintana@tallahas-
see.com 

Next school year, Sealey Elementary Principal De-
metria Clemons will have a little help making sure stu-
dents who meet their reading goals get a proper cele-
bration. 

The school received a $1,000 grant from Awesome
Tallahassee to help with its Accelerated Reader Club.
Students have a goal to reach based on their individual
reading levels. If they reach that goal by the end of the
nine weeks, they get to attend a celebration. 

“We’re just really honored that our we are able to
have some impact on the lives of the students at Sea-
ley,” said Kevin Cate, a trustee with the foundation.
“We’re mostly proud of the work that’s already hap-
pened there. It’s truly awesome.”

Clemons started the celebrations about four years
ago. It started with pizza. Then it was pizza and a
movie. Clemons could see the excitement dwindling
from the students and stepped up the game. Now stu-
dents have gone to Fun Station, Chuck E. Cheese’s and
received Chick-fil-A for lunch. After one nine week pe-
riod, students who met their goal went to see “A Wrin-
kle in Time” after reading it in class. 

“I saw how excited the students were about it. I just
get so happy about doing it,” said Clemons, who’s been
at Sealey for 11 years. “Our goal is to keep them read-
ing.”

This year, students earned more than 35,000 AR
points. Every nine weeks, more and more students
reached their goals. At the end of the school year, 416
students achieved their goal. Clemons even created a
150 percent club to encourage students to keep reading
even after reaching the target. Those students’ names
are hung up in the hallway under a big banner. 

“I remember when I first started this, I did two cele-

brations,” she said. “Now I have to have three every
nine weeks because we have so many students.”

At the fifth grade celebration, graduates gave reflec-
tions. At least three of them mentioned the reading
club. 

Contact Ashley White at adwhite@tallahassee.com
or on Twitter @AshleyyDi.

Sealey Elementary Principal Demetria Clemons receives a $1,000 grant for the school's Accelerated Reader
Club. COURTESY AWESOME TALLAHASSEE

Sealey Elementary receives
$1,000 grant for reading club
Ashley White
Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Sealey Elementary students having a blast at Fun
Station for meeting their AR Goal. COURTESY DEMETRIA

CLEMONS

any child to feel successful. They’ve created some-
thing that wasn’t there before. If they’re motivated
and focused and their heart is in it, that’s where you’re
going to get the product and the process coming to-
gether. It becomes meaningful for them. Giving them
a tie into service learning; that serves as motivation
as well.”

Light received an Arts Education Grant from the
Council on Culture & Arts. With the grant funds sup-
plied by Kia of Tallahassee, she was able to take two
continuing education courses to refresh her own
knowledge of traditional art forms.

She also purchased wool for the felted soap and
reeds and bases for basketry. She supplemented
those materials with yarn and crochet hooks donated
by The Sharing Tree. This collaborative sourcing ap-
proach reinforced the goals of these lessons. 

“It hones the idea that we’re all connected; we’re all
in this together,” Light said of the unit. “People matter,
your feelings matter, what you do for people, how you
treat them, it all matters. Hopefully, that’s going to be
infused in everything they do here. Art is such an easy
way to infuse that and be able to create for others.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

proved to be prolific. She and other art students often
took materials home so they could continue their
work. The finished hats will be donated to children
going through cancer treatment. Jewel said “some
people’s hair falls out so we made hats so they could
be happy. It feels good and it’s fun. It’s nice if you help
people when they’re sick.” 

Fourth-grader Izrael Castro gravitated towards the
felted soap project. “You get a piece of wool,” he ex-
plained, “and you spread it over the soap. Then you get
another piece of wool and you cross it over the first
one. You do that about five times. Then you put a little
water and you start massaging it so the wool can
merge together. It sticks on the soap and it helps to get
the dirt off when you use it.” 

Izrael could think of many potential beneficiaries
of his felted soaps, including those experiencing
homelessness. He feels it’s important “to treat others
as though they’re your family. It makes me feel really
good give away things I made myself.” 

That’s an outcome Light is capitalizing on. She said
“creating something, no matter what it is, it’s a way for

Art teacher Heather Light doles out yarn and community spirit during class. AMANDA THOMPSON

Crafts
Continued from Page 1C
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