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L ast month, Tallahassee

celebrated the 100th

anniversary of the local

convention that helped initiate

the Old Spanish Trail. This road

system was a reaction to the

automobile boom of the early

1900s and it capitalized on

travelers seeking adventure. The

highway would eventually stretch

from St. Augustine to San Diego

and would create the east-west

thoroughfare known in our area

as Highway 90.

As the tourism industry grew, busi-
nesses competed for customers with
eye-catching, roadside signage. The
brighter and more theatrical, the bet-
ter. With the popularity of incandescent
lights, signs began to flicker on all
across the country and when the Old
Spanish Trail officially opened in 1929,
neon signage was just beginning to
become a fixture of advertising in
America. 

“I love old signs,” said Katharyn
Jones, art teacher at Ruediger Ele-
mentary School. In an effort to com-
memorate the Old Spanish Trail in her
art class, Jones began researching
signage and she developed a brilliant
lesson for her third- and fourth-grade
students. First, she provided the histor-
ic context for the lesson. She dug
through archives and old photographs
to show her students what Highway 90

would have looked like several genera-
tions ago. 

“We focused on the Florida portion
of the highway from Jacksonville to
Pensacola Beach. We looked at all kinds
of signs and a lot of them were neon or
marquee so that’s what we focused on.”

The classes all watched videos that
illustrated how neon signs are made.
“We watched how they bend the glass
tubes and what gases are put into them
to make what colors.” Narrowing the
scope, Jones then began concentrating
on the local and contemporary connec-
tions. 

Jones isolated letters from signs that
can currently be found along Highway

90. “I picked a mix of local businesses
and chains. Publix is corporate but we
feel connected to it, that’s our grocery
store.”

Jones challenged students to guess
where each letter had originated from.
“Taco Speak, Chubby’s Chicken, Guth-
rie’s, Waffle House. When they see
letters from signs that they recognize,
they freak out. Some were harder than
others like Bethel, Four Points by Sher-
aton, Mr. Roboto, U-Haul, and Wal-
greens. By the end, they’re so charged
up, they’re practically screaming the
letters.” 

RUEDIGER STUDENTS LIGHT UP
STUDIES WITH HIGHWAY SIGNS

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

TOP: Ruediger students created neon colored letters for the project on road signs. 
ABOVE: Katharyn Jones helps Brenton Rucker thread a string through his letter. 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Neon signs, Page 4C

Movies

DOG OF WAR: During combat in Iraq, a Ma-
rine corporal (Kate Mara) trains an aggressive
dog named Rex and the two go on many
missions together until an IED explodes and
injures them in the war movie “Megan Lea-
vey.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at the
AMC 20.

PYRAMID POWER: An angry, murderous,
magically powerful princess (Sofia Boutella)
who’s been buried in an Ancient Egyptian
tomb for thousands of years is awakened by
an adventurer (Tom Cruise) and she is not
happy about it in the latest remake of “The
Mummy.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at
the AMC 20, the IMAX Theatre and Governor’s

Square.

LIVE THROUGH THE ‘NIGHT’: Survivalists who
are hunkered down in a remote cabin after
the apocalypse are faced with more danger
when a stranger shows up with plague-like
symptoms in the intense thriller “It Comes At
Night.” It’s rated R and opens Friday at the
AMC 20.

MEET A JAZZ GIANT: Saxophonist John Col-
trane, one of the greatest American jazz
musicians of the 20th century, kicks heroin and
gets very serious about his recording career
when The Tallahassee Film Society presents the
documentary “Chasing Trane” on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday at All Saints Cinema, in
the Amtrak rail station off Railroad Avenue.
It’s not rated. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Theater

“STREETCAR” AT 70: Since its debut, Ten-
nessee Williams’ “A Streetcar Named De-
sire” hasn’t ceased to shock audiences with its
raw adult content and themes of betrayal and
lust upon a New Orleans backdrop. In time for
the play’s 70th anniversary, Theatre Tallahas-
see (1861 Thomasville Road) is bringing
Blanche, Stanley, Stella and the rest to the
stage starting at 8 p.m. Thursday. The play also
runs at 8 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Sundays, through June 25. It’s $22 for adults,
$17 for seniors and military, and $12 for stu-
dents. Visit theatretallahassee.org or call
224-8474. Fair warning: the play contains
profanity and scenes depicting violence
against women. 

UNREST IN YBOR CITY: Family drama and
culture shock rock a Cuban-American family in
1929 Tampa when their cigar-making factory’s 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

GO ASK ‘ALICE,’ CATCH FLYING FISH 
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 2C

AJ ABELLERA STUDIO PHOTOGRAPHY

Lewis Carroll’s classic “Alice In Wonderland”
gets a steampunk twist when Ballet Arts
Conservatory of Tallahassee presents its
spring production this weekend Lincoln High
School Auditorium.
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Patricia Smith Robinson, age 73, passed away peace-
fully with her family at her side at Tallahassee Memo-
rial Hospital. She surrendered to the complications of
Breast Cancer on May 26, 2017.
Pat is survived by her husband

Charles G. Robinson; her children,
Bowen (Amanda) Robinson and Mor-
gan (Michael) Tolia; her grandchil-
dren, Lucy Robinson (3); Liam (10),
Carissa (6) and Eleni (3) Tolia; her
brother Greg (Denise) Smith; her sis-
ter-in-law, Barbie (Doug) Cooksey
and a number of other relatives.
Younger than her 73 years, Pat was born July 7, 1943,

(shhhh don’t tell anyone) in Lansford, PA, to Col.
Morgan H. and Rosemary Smith. Pat spent her for-
mative years in Sumter, SC. She graduated from York
High School in Langley, VA, and attended St. Francis
Xavier Hospital School of Nursing in Charleston, SC,
where she received her degree in nursing.
In 1975, Pat married the love of her life Captain

Charles G. Robinson and they settled their roots un-
der the shade of the old Magnolia trees of Tallahas-
see, FL. She worked as a nurse for more than 50 years,
infecting her patients with laughter, smiles, and her
sweet southern charm.
In addition to raising their two children, Pat also

taught Sunday School at Good Shepherd Catho-
lic Church, was a member of Springtime Tallahassee,
and mentored young nurses entering the field. Giving
to others was a driving force in her life. She treasured
being a wife and mother, nursing, cooking, entertain-
ing, and Florida State football. She was charming, en-
tertaining, generous and kind. Her smile lit up a room
and her laugh was absolutely contagious. Truly, to
know Pat is to love her.
There will be a celebration of Pat’s life at The Wom-

en’s Club of Tallahassee on Thursday, June 8, 2017,
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. To join in the celebration
of Pat’s love of southern food and cooking, the fam-
ily would like to invite anyone so inclined, to bring
their favorite southern inspired appetizer or dish. In
lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be sent in her
name to Catholic Social Services or Children’s Home
Society.
Kelly Barber of Bevis Funeral Home in Tallahassee

(www.bevisfh.com or 850/385-2193) is assisting the
Robinson family with their arrangements.

Patricia Smith Robinson

Harry Dowden, age 85,
entered into rest June 6,
2017 in Tallahassee. He
was the
son of late
W i l l i am
T r y o n
Dowden,
Sr. and
Exie Ro-
s a l e e
L e a c h
Dowden. Harry was the
owner and operator of D
& D Rentals and was a
member of First Bap-
tist Church. Survivors
include his wife Glo-
ria Council Dowden;
daughter Elyse Bro-
deur (Gary); sons Rich-
ard Dowden (Beth),
James McGrath (Cath-
erine); grandchildren
Lori B. Osborn ( Jeff ),
Donovan Brodeur, Au-
drey McGrath; great
granddaughters Hai-
ley, Holly and Heidi Os-
born; brothers W.Tyrone
Dowden ( Mary Eliza-
beth), Terry Dowden, Sr.
(Lorraine); many loving
nieces and nephews and
many friends. The fam-
ily will receive friends
from 1:00 until 2:00 Fri-
day, June 9, 2017 at First
Baptist Church Talla-
hassee. Funeral services
will follow at 2:00 p.m.
at First Baptist Church.
In lieu of flowers memo-
rial contributions may be
made to Big Bend Hos-
pice or Fellowship of
Christian Athletes. Su-
sie Mozolic of Bevis Fu-
neral Home is assisting
the family with their ar-
rangements. (www.bev-
isfh.com 850-385-2193)

Harry Dowden

Campbell, Madeleine Marie LeMaitre age 93, of  Tallahas-
see, 05/20/2017, Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home

Dowden, Harry age 85, of  Tallahassee, 06/06/2017, Bevis 
Funeral Home

Morris, Jerry Lynn age 65, of  Tallahassee, 06/05/17, Wilson 
Funeral Home, Panama City

Robinson, Patricia Smith  age 73, of  Tallahassee, 
05/26/2017, Bevis Funeral Home of  Tallahassee

Death Notices

Madeleine Marie LeMaitre Campbell, 93, passed
away peacefully on May 20, 2017. She was born on
October 8, 1923, in Algiers, Algeria to Charles Marie
LeMaitre and Matilde Louise LeGo-
upil LeMatire. She met David Camp-
bell in January 1943 in Algiers, Alge-
ria, where David served in the United
States Army Air Corps. David and
Madeleine married in Algiers on Au-
gust 31, 1944.
In 1953, David and Madeleine

moved to Baton Rouge, where Made-
leine quickly became involved in Louisiana’s French
culture. Her first job was teaching French at St. Jo-
seph’s Academy. She taught French at Episcopal High
School from 1969-1988, and during that time led 22
school trips to Europe. Even in retirement, Made-
leine continued to teach, including teaching French to
adult students in lagniappe courses at LSU.
Madeleine moved to Tallahassee in 2014 to be clos-

er to her family. While in Tallahassee,Madeleine con-
tinued to explore her love of education, history and
travel while taking OLLI courses offered by FSU. At
times, the OLLI instructors probably wondered who
was the teacher and who was the student.
Madeleine is preceded in death by her husband Da-

vid, and is survived by her daughters Joelle Miller and
Darlene Graham, and by three grandchildren and
eight great-grandchildren.
Madeleine thanks her family and friends who left

before her to be with the Lord, as well as those who
will rejoin her at a later time. She deeply appreciates
the knowledge and love that her friends and family
gave throughout her life.
A memorial service will be held on Friday, June 9,

2017, at 1:00 p.m. at St. James Episcopal Church in
Baton Rouge. In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made to the youth ministry at St. Peter’s Anglican
Church in Tallahassee, Florida.

MadeleineMarie LeMaitre Campbell

Jerry Lynn Morris, age 65, passed away peacefully
on the morning of Monday, June 5, 2017 in Tallahas-
see, FL. He is preceded in death by his parents Jack
and Lucile Morris and younger sister
Carla Sue Reid, all of Panama City FL.
Jerry is survived by his wife Eliza-

beth “Liz” Morris and daughter Re-
becca Morris Tarver, of Tallahassee FL;
his older brother Terry Morris (Con-
nie), brother-in-law Mike Reid, niece
Marlene Morris Bland (Keith), neph-
ew Matthew Reid (Brandi), grand-
nephews Garrison and John Andrew, and grandniece
Avery, all of Panama City FL and nephew Jack Reid
(Emily), of Tallahassee FL.
Jerry was born on December 1, 1951 in Panama

City FL. He was raised in the Cove where he grew up
playing and fishing in the bayous with his brother. Jer-
ry was a proud alumna of Bay High School. During
his senior year of high school, he was set up on a blind
date with a brown eyed girl from Smyrna GA, where
he would meet the love of his life Liz, whom he would
marry in 1970. Jerry and Liz later realized that this
was not their first meeting – they were in the same
first grade class at Cherry Street Elementary.
After high school, Jerry studied at the University of

Florida and then transferred to Southern Polytech-
nic State University, where he would graduate with a
bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering. Jerry and Liz
returned to Panama City in 1976, where they would
make many friends and become members of St An-
drews Baptist Church. Jerry and Terry continued their
father’s livelihood and ran a construction business. In
1989, Jerry and family moved to Tallahassee where
they would make their new home. Jerry was employed
by the State of Florida Department of Corrections
where he designed new and existing state prisons for
renovations and additions.
Jerry remained a life-long Florida Gator fan, thor-

oughly enjoyed music – particularly 60’s and 70’s rock
and roll, hunting, boating and fishing. He loved to fix
and tinker with things, even when they really should
be replaced (or left alone). In his younger years, he
loved his 1967 Chevrolet Camaro and riding his mo-
torcycle in the north Georgia mountains.
Jerry battled numerous health conditions over his

life, and Liz was his devoted caregiver. Liz and Re-
becca would like to thank the medical professionals
that cared for Jerry “Daddy” over the years. The fam-
ily would also like to thank the doctors, nurses and
staff at Tallahassee Memorial Hospital and Big Bend
Hospice House for their devoted care over the last six
weeks. In lieu of flowers, the family ask that donations
be made to Big Bend Hospice.
Services will be held in Panama City FL at Wil-

son Funeral Home on Friday, June 9, 2017 at 11:00am
CST. Visitation with family will be one hour prior to
the service.

Jerry LynnMorris
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Florida State University’s Florida Center for
Reading Research and Opening Nights Performing
Arts have developed the “Summer Arts Adventure”
activity booklet to encourage elementary school-age
students to read and engage with the arts during the
summer break. 

Students can get their free copy at all Leon Coun-
ty public libraries, Council on Culture & Arts and
Midtown Reader. 

“Summer break
should not be a break
from reading,” said
Jimmy Cole, director of
Development, Public
Relations & Outreach at
the Florida Center for
Reading Research.
“Students who do not
read during the sum-
mer months risk falling
behind their peers. The
Summer Arts Adven-
ture is a fantastic re-
source to make summer
reading fun that hope-
fully will inspire unmo-
tivated readers.”

Highlighting five
professions in the arts
— author, director, ac-
tor, musician and danc-

er — the illustrated, full-color booklet teaches asso-
ciated vocabulary words, nurtures creativity and
provides activities that help develop reading and

writing skills. 
By using this activity booklet, students will have

read five books, learned 25 new vocabulary words
and been introduced to five arts professions before
they return to school in August.

“Arts education is at the core of Opening Nights
Performing Arts,” said Calla MacNamara, education
and engagement manager for FSU’s Opening Nights
Performing Arts. “This partnership is a perfect fit
because it uses the performing arts to encourage
reluctant readers to not only read but to create.”

The activity booklet also may be downloaded
from the Opening Nights Performing Arts website
at https://openingnights.fsu.edu/engage/2017-
summer-arts-adventure/ or from the Florida Center
for Reading Research at http://fcrr.fsu.edu/summer/.

FSU, Opening Nights promote
summer reading with booklet
FSU COMMUNICATIONS 
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Students can get their free
copy at all Leon County
public libraries, Council on
Culture & Arts and Midtown
Reader. 

Jones was able to sustain this level of enthusi-
asm for the project by utilizing tools and materials
purchased with an Arts Education Grant from the
Council on Culture & Arts. The students selected a
letter and recreated it in clay. Once fired in the
kiln, the letters were finished by hand with neon
and glow-in-the-dark acrylic paints. 

Signs are inherently visual but are generally not
considered art even though there is a considerable
amount of design incorporated into the typography,
graphics and construction. The artists and craft-
speople who created the signs of yesteryear were
highly skilled and theirs is a dying breed.

“Signage today looks a little cold because a lot of
it is so flat and printed up in a way that’s not as
hands-on as it might have been in the past. We took
modern letters that were probably digitally cre-
ated and we gave them the old school treatment.
Students have more of a connection now. Even
though it’s the Publix ‘P,’ it’s been rebranded by the
student and it has become their own letter now. It’s
not just representing that brand, it’s representing
them,” explained Jones. 

Nearly 200 students created a letter in Jones’
art class and they all made personal choices rang-
ing from which letter they wanted to work with to
the way they constructed and decorated it. Fourth-
grader Tanner Kail and her classmates reflected
on their experience and what they learned. “You
have to work fast so the clay doesn’t get dry,” Tan-
ner explained. “It will harden and you won’t be able
to work with it.” 

Raymond Zheng chose the letter “Z from Auto-
Zone” and he shared that his favorite part of the
project was selecting colors and painting. Brenton
Rucker agreed and added “I chose green because
it’s my favorite color. I also threw in some red.”

Sophia Cuevas “used a bunch of colors because
why would you paint with just one?” Briauna Doug-
las has plans for her letter “B” once she gets it
home. “I’m going to ask if I can hang it over my
door.” 

This sense of ownership and pride is the best
possible outcome for Jones who said “one of the
things I was really targeting is tapping into the
students’ sense of community.

Highway 90 is their road and these are their
signs. They’re for them and, yes, they’re advertis-
ing but someone got paid to make that art that
people see every day. It’s part of our experience in
Tallahassee. It’s important to acknowledge that
history, acknowledge its usefulness, and pay hom-
age to it.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant
Director for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Neon signs
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Katharyn Jones gives the students a review of the Neons
Along 90 art lesson. 

AMANDA THOMPSON

Ruediger fourth-graders retrieve their letters for finishing. 
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