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Movies

WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE: Giant, shape-
shifting robots from outer space are deter-
mined to destroy Earth and the human race
(not again!) after Optimus Prime becomes in a
bad guy in the ear-blasting, CGI-driven, pop-
corn spectacle “Transformers: The Last
Knight.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at
AMC 20, the IMAX Theatre and Governor’s
Square.

THIS MEANS WAR: When war breaks out in
Northern India, two grown brothers are sep-
arated when one of them is drafted for com-
bat and the sibling who is left behind is deter-
mined to get him back in the drama “Tube-
light.” It’s not rated, subtitled and opens
Friday at the AMC 20.

NOW FOR THE RELIGIOUS MATERIAL: Forty
teams of filmmakers travel the planet to take
a survey of religious practices — everything
from Catholicism to Judaism to the Hindu faith
- when The Tallahassee Film Society presents
the documentary “Sacred” on Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday at All Saints Cinema, in the
Amtrak station off Railroad Avenue. It’s not
rated. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Art

TURN ON YOUR BLACKLIGHT: Revisit the art
of William Walmsley, the whimsical Florida
State professor and painter who died in 2003,
during the “Ding Dong Daddy: The Real
Thing” show of blacklight art that opens with
a reception from 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at the
Florida State University Museum of Fine Arts,
corner of Copeland and Call streets. There will
also be blacklight art by Perdita Ross, Jeff
Zenick, Joan Matey and more. The Artists’
League “Summer Annual” exhibition is also
opening with a reception at the same time on
Friday. It’s free and open to the public.

ART FOR A CAUSE: Nationally known Talla-
hassee artists such as Ron Yrabedra, Debo
Groover, Stuart Riordan and Dean Gioia have
donated their work for “Artopia 2017,” the
annual fundraiser for Big Bend Cares, which
starts at 7 p.m. Saturday at the Tucker Civic
Center. Bid on silent and live auction items; all
proceeds benefit education and comprehen-
sive support for people infected with or affect-
ed by HIV/AIDS locally. Tickets to get in the
door are $10 per person. Call 656-2437 or visit
www.bigbendcares.org.

Comedy

LAUGH IT UP: The Comedy Zone club returns
to Tallahassee when stand-up comics Erik
Myers and Carmen Vallone share the stage
starting at 8 p.m. Thursday at The Junction at
Monroe concert hall, 2011 S. Monroe St. Gen-
eral admission tickets are $10 and $15 for
reserved seats. The shows will contain adult
humor. Visit www.junctionatmonroe.com.

Opera

GET BUSY WITH BIZET: Two friends on the
isle of Ceylon during ancient times run into
trouble when they fall in love with the same
Hindu priestess (played by Diana Damrau)
when The Metropolitan Opera broadcasts its
production of Georges Bizet’s “Les pêcheurs
de perles (The Pearl Fishers)” at 7 p.m.
Wednesday at The Movies at Governor’s
Square. It’s not rated and runs 135 minutes.
Tickets are $13.44. Visit www.fandango.com.

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

IT’S AN
ARTY
WEEKEND
Get a jump on your

weekend entertainment

plans every Wednesday,

and pick up the Limelight

section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 2C

When Florida State University
music professor Kevin Fenton puts
his mind to something, he thinks big
and acts bigger.

Fenton is pursuing a unique mis-
sion to use the international language
of music to help spread peace around
the world. Now, a powerful new docu-
mentary spotlights his work to ac-
complish that goal.

The film, just released this month
and available for viewing at
avoice4peace.org/film, is sponsored
by the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi and
directed by FSU graduate Bud Simp-
son.

The 44-minute movie focuses on
Fenton’s trek across Kenya in fall
2016 for an effort called
“AVoice4Peace.” He has worked over
the past couple of years to help orga-
nize the ongoing project, which chal-
lenges choirs across the globe to ded-
icate one day a year to talk and sing
about peace.

The documentary shows Fenton,
professor of choral conducting at
FSU’s College of Music, and Ken
Wakia, director of the Nairobi Cham-
ber Chorus, as they prepare to liv-
estream a “peace concert” on Sept. 21,
2016 — the International Day of
Peace.

In the film, which was recognized
at the Madrid International Film
Festival, Fenton said the time was
right for the concert as war and suf-
fering covered all corners of the
earth.

“I think that right now people are
ready for a response to the violence
that’s out there,” Fenton said.

Wakia echoed those sentiments.
“If you see what’s going on around

the world, you feel like we need mu-
sic now more than ever before. I’ve
never thought of a better way we can
heal the world than through music,”
Wakia said.

The film features the travels of
Fenton, Wakia and singer Maureen

Obadha, a Fulbright Scholar from
Nairobi, in the days leading up to the
concert. The film describes their
mission as a “musical journey
through Kenya in search of music
and peace. Where they found one,
they found the other.”

See AVoice4Peace, Page 3C

FILM DOCUMENTS FSU PROF’S EFFORTS IN ‘AVOICE4PEACE,’
JOINED IN A LIVESTREAM BY CHOIRS AROUND THE WORLD

INCLUDING KATE SULLIVAN ELEMENTARY 

DAVE HELLER
FSU COMMUNICATIONS

AVOICE4PEACE SCREENSHOT

Florida State University music professor Kevin Fenton watches traditional Maasai dance. 

SCREENSHOT FROM

AVOICE4PEACE

Jeep in the
Maasai Mara

during filming of
doscumentary

“AVoice4Peace.”

School is out for summer and even
though students are no longer reporting
for duty, teachers still are. From June
through August, our teachers become
students, working to continue their own
education. Through a variety of profes-
sional development workshops, they
build strategies, gather resources, and
learn new information that keeps them
up-to-date on the latest research and
instructional techniques.

For all educators, including those
who focus on the arts, one of the top
concerns is the ability to effectively
reach students of all different abilities.
That’s an area that the Florida Diag-
nostic & Learning Resources System
specializes in and they collaborated
with other local experts to present a
workshop titled “Accessible Arts: De-
signing Art and Music Lessons for All
Students.” Nearly 40 visual art and
music teachers convened for a two-day
seminar highlighting a relatively new
educational framework known as Uni-
versal Design for Learning.

Participants were provided with an
overview of the legislation that has
evolved to protect students including
the Every Student Succeeds Act, signed
by President Obama in 2015. Kelly
Claude of the Florida Inclusion Net-
work said “it’s the very first time that
the nation’s K-12 education law includes
and endorses Universal Design for
Learning. It’s mentioned 14 times in
that legislation.”

Claude went on to outline how earli-
er legislation created an environment
where UDL can thrive. Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 is a civil
rights law that prohibits discrimination
on the basis of a disability.

Claude said that “it began with Viet-
nam and Korean War veterans who
came back missing a limb, or couldn’t
hear, or couldn’t see. They found that
they were not allowed access to em-
ployment, even with very small accom-
modations like being able to roll into
their desk instead of sit at the regular
chair.” This paved the way for the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

Arts for all: Teachers learn to eliminate barriers
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA THOMPSON

Teachers browse examples of assistive technology which are products or tools that improve the
functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities. See Teachers, Page 3C
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CASH & CARRY
FLOORING AND
SUPPLIES
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1 STOP FLOORING SHOP

YOU ASKED FOR IT / HERE IT IS

Luxury Vinyl Plank $2.49 NOW .99 sq feet
Waterproof Flooring $4.39 NOW $2.69
Roberts Seaming Iron $99 NOW $49

Roberts Power Stretcher $499 NOW $299

Roberts Knee Kicker $99 NOW $69

Ceramic Wall Tile (8 colors) .15 per foot

VCT Tile .63 per foot

Laminate Underlay 200 sq foot roll for $49

Rebond Pad $1.18 sq yard

Commerce Carpet .69 sq foot

4567 D Capital Circle NW
Tallahassee, FL 32303

(850) 212-2689

Pre
Opening
Sale

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Summer is here and a lot of children
are out of school with some free time
on their hands. This affords parents a
great opportunity to further their edu-
cation and spend extra time with them,
which is valuable all unto itself.

Gas up the car and go someplace,
anyplace, as long as it is different. The
destination doesn’t have to be far, ex-
pensive or necessarily historic or im-
portant.

Travel itself is education. Children
experiencing someplace new are learn-
ing on several different levels through
all of their senses. As any Floridian can
attest, one of the most memorable parts
of first hitting the beach is not just the
breathtaking view, but the smell of the

ocean.
The same is true for a hike deep into

a forest. Sight and smell working to-
gether, then add the sounds – this is
education at a deep level that cannot be
reproduced in any classroom. Throw in
touch – that of a starfish or moss or
sand or a furry animal, and you have
real school.

Different experiences flowing into a
child’s brain aren’t quantifiable or test-
able but are invaluable to build an un-
derstanding of the surrounding world.
Planet earth is facing large problems,
presenting large opportunities for
those ready to figure out ways to make
things better.

In order to make things better, it is
important to understand how things are
now. Take them to the river. Take them
to the beach. Take them to the forest.
Take them to a farm. A lot of children
think that clean water comes from a
tap, food comes from a store and oxy-
gen is just sort of there. Period. 

I remember going to a farm for the

first time where I found myself stand-
ing in a pasture among a herd of cows
on a foggy evening. I remember shuck-
ing corn for the corn roast. 

If you don’t want to go for nature go
for the architecture.

The old houses in Thomasville or St.
Augustine have tales to tell. Pre-air
conditioning houses teach us science.
There are reasons for porches, tall
ceilings and long hallways running
through the middle. They teach us his-
tory.

In Charleston, you can tell the Union
sympathizers from the Confederates
from the fences around the house. If
they were iron, they were union, be-
cause the rebels had donated their iron
to the cause. Rebel fences are wooden.
Speaking of history, I remember vis-
iting Gettysburg, gazing out over the
peach orchard where Pickett made his
charge and viewing the union hills
ahead. It made the carnage of war very
real to me.

Closer to home is Andersonville,

Georgia, where the Union prisoners
were held. There are old forts to the
east and west of us. Florida State has a
World War II museum and FAMU one
for civil rights.

If you like learning about people,
Ray Charles came out of Greenville, on
the other side of Monticello. Jesse Ow-
ens, who stuck it to Adolph Hitler and
the Nazis during the Olympics, came
out of Cairo, Georgia. Or, if you like
science, visit the MagLab, or the Ma-
rine.

The point is, get in the car, load up
some food and water, take the family
and go, anywhere, just as long as it is
someplace different.

Childhood memories will turn into
adult understanding over time. This is a
gift for any child. This is an education.

Bill Hoatson has been an educator in
the Big Bend area for 30 years. Reach
him at billhoatson@yahoo.com.

Build young minds by seeing new places
Bill
Hoatson
GUEST COLUMNIST

which addresses equal access to pro-
grams, services, and buildings for peo-
ple of all ages and all identified dis-
abilities, including students in schools.

Addressing the needs of diverse
learners requires a shift in thinking and
Allyn Howard of FDLRS described a
cartoon metaphor for how UDL creates
an inclusive classroom environment
where everyone can be successful.

“Three kids of different heights are
standing at a wooden fence. The first
frame shows that the tallest kid can see
over the fence but the other two can’t.
They each get the same size box to
stand on. They’ve all receive the same
level of support, so that’s equal, but the
smallest kid still can’t see over the
fence. The next frame shows the tallest
child’s box has been stacked on top of
the smallest child’s box and now he’s
got two, so everybody can see over the
fence. That’s fair. But it goes a step
further when we think about Universal
Design. Here they’re all in front of a
chain link fence. They don’t require any
supports and they can all see. We can
move the boxes but why do that? Let’s

just take down the barriers.”
Howard’s colleague, Lindsey Brown

realizes there are some significant
challenges that are specific to arts
educators who often teach several hun-
dred students. Making appropriate
accommodations and modifications can
seem daunting to some. “Time is the
issue across the board, planning time
and instructional time, but no two kids
are the same and we need to teach each
child the way that they learn, not the
way that we want to teach them.”

Howard agreed and added “it’s time-
consuming to do UDL the way it’s
meant to be done. You’ve got to put in
the legwork ahead of time but the bene-
fit is truly in the response. You’re not
going to be putting out fires and the
students are going to be better off in
the long run.”

Shanaya Graham, music teacher at
Sabal Palm Elementary School, was
inspired by what she learned during the
workshop and found parallels to her

own life. “When I think about my child-
hood, I wanted to be included in every-
thing. It was very important to me to
build my confidence.” In her 15 years of
teaching, she has built a culture of com-
passion and acceptance in her class-
room. Through this workshop, she
found new ways to celebrate each stu-
dent’s unique qualities and model the
empathetic behaviors that she expects
from her students. “Let’s practice what
we teach.”

With a background in art therapy,
Woodville School art teacher Sally Ash
may have more strategies at her dis-
posal than others but she stresses, “no
matter how much experiences you gain
in your field, refreshers like this are
always meaningful. It also reminds you
not to become complacent, especially in
the arts because it’s a field that is ever
changing and evolving.”

Ash recognizes that the arts are
perfectly suited for meeting UDL’s core
tenet that every learner is unique and
processes information differently. “I
always say art is a universal language.
Art is naturally adapted to every stu-
dent but taking that extra step could
make the big difference for a student
that just can’t quite get there,” Ash
said. “Equal access is not only the law,
but it’s the right thing to do. It’s our
jobs as educators to make sure that we
are innovative and that we’re using all
of the resources available to us in the
classroom to encourage and engage the
most students possible.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Teachers
Continued from Page 1C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Local art teachers share instructional strategies during the Accessible Arts workshop. 

The camerawork offers a captivat-
ing glimpse of the African landscape —
including its wild cheetahs, leopards,
elephants and giraffes — as the trio
travels across dusty terrain to remote
villages in Kenya’s Maasi Mara Nation-
al Reserve to join villagers performing
traditional dances and songs.

The film offers an emotional

glimpse of the Nairobi Chamber
Chorus leading a performance of the
traditional African hymn “Ukuthula,”
which means “peace” in Zulu.

Children and adults in more than 60
choirs around the world including —
Tallahassee’s Kate Sullivan Elementary
School; Dublin; Seattle; Tokyo; Alpha-
retta, Georgia; Kakuma, Kenya; and
Johnson, Vermont — joined the event
through a livestream.

Fenton said the documentary high-
lights how the thousand decisions we all
make every day can move us toward
tension and conflict or toward release

and peace.
“That’s why we’re pursuing this

effort so assertively,” Fenton said. “We
believe individual decisions are the key
to finding peace.”

Fenton was in Kenya for the concert
as a result of a five-week residency at
the Conservatoire of Music in Nairobi
funded by a Fulbright Specialist grant.
During the residency, he taught choirs
in Kenya, Uganda and South Africa.

Now, he’s planning a 2017 World
Peace Day concert in Tallahassee on
Sept. 21. He will conduct the College of
Music’s University Singers and Cham-

ber Choir in a performance featuring
“Ukuthula.” The AVoice4Peace concert
will be livestreamed so singers world-
wide can join them.

SCREENSHOT FROM AVOICE4PEACE

FSU music professor Kevin Fenton in a scene from the film documentary “AVoice4Peace.” 

BRETT BITTNER

Ken Wakia is director of Nairobi Chamber
Chorus. 

AVoice4Peace
Continued from Page 1C
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