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B arbara Davis likes to

play with fire.

As an associate

professor at Florida State

University School, she teaches

high school students sculpture

techniques including raku and

saggar, firing processes that

originated in Asia many

centuries ago. These methods

require high heat and

combustible materials, a

combination generally forbidden

in classroom settings. However,

because FSUS is a research and

development school sponsored

by Florida State University,

instructors there are encouraged

to seek out unconventional

learning opportunities and Davis

is happy to oblige.

Growing up, Davis loved making
art in all forms. Her parents were both
medical professionals and when she
enrolled at the University of Miami as
a freshman, her major was biology.
She quickly realized that her heart
was elsewhere and she turned her
attention to sculpture full time.

Davis’ professors recognized her
passion and talent and recommended

she apply to the Cleveland Institute of
Art. Davis was accepted and she began
a five-year program where she ex-
plored many different mediums. She
was drawn to one in particular. “I
found I loved the immediacy of clay,
the give and take. It was during my
third year that I decided to do my 
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THE HEAT IS ON

ART TEACHER
BARBARA DAVIS
FIRES UP THE KILN
AT FLORIDA STATE
UNIVERSITY SCHOOL

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

BARBARA DAVIS

Brushing salt water on a sculpture will create flames of color on the piece when it
undergoes the saggar firing process. 

See Sculpture, Page 4C

BARBARA DAVIS

This is a student’s
piece of artwork
after the saggar
firing process. 

Movies

GET YOUR MOTOR RUNNING: The racing
legend Lightning McQueen (voice of Owen
Wilson) is forced off the track by a new
generation of speedsters and seeks out a
young technician to get him back in the
game in Disney-Pixar’s animated family
comedy “Cars 3.” It’s rated G and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

PAINTING THE TOWN DEAD: Five best
friends (Scarlett Johansson, Kate McKin-
non, Jillian Bell, Ilana Glazer, and Zoë
Kravitz) from college days reunite for a
bawdy bachelorette weekend in Miami but
things go off the rails after they accidental-
ly kill a male stripper in the raunchy com-
edy “Rough Night.” It’s rated R and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

RAGE IN THE CAGE: Two sisters (Mandy
Moore, Claire Holt) take a vacation to
Mexico but swim into dangerous waters
when they climb into a cage for an up-close
look at Great Whites in the thriller “47
Meters Down.” It’s rated PG-13 and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

TUPAC IS BACK: Follow the short, meteor-
ic rise of rapper-actor Tupac Shakur (De-
metrius Shipp Jr.) as he becomes the voice
of his generation and is then murdered in
the bio-pic “All Eyez On Me.” It’s rated R
and opens Friday at AMC 20 and Gover-
nor’s Square.

GET ANIMATED: The weekendlong Flori-
da Animation Festival kicks off with
Disney’s “The Great Mouse Detective”
(1986) at 10:30 a.m. Friday at All Saints
Cinema, in the Amtrak rail station off
Railroad Avenue, and it’s free to the public.
The festival continues with the family-
friendly, Oscar-nominated animated shorts
at 2 p.m. Friday, “My Life as a Zucchini”
(2016) runs at 5 p.m. Friday and it’s rated
PG-13. You must be 18 or older when the
Oscar-nominated “Pear Cider” and “Ciga-
rettes” are shown at 8 p.m. Friday. The
other screenings include “Nocturna,”
which is rated G, at 10:30 a.m. Saturday.
“When Marnie Was There” (2015) rolls at 
1 p.m. Saturday and it’s rated PG-13. Direc-
tor Martin Scorsese’s “Hugo” (2011) hits the
big screen at 4 p.m. Saturday and FSU Film
School faculty member Jonathan Stone,
who worked on “Hugo,” will give a talk
about the movie’s special effects at 7 p.m.
Saturday. The visually dazzling “Kubo and
the Two Strings” (2016) is being shown at
12:30 p.m. Sunday and it’s rated PG. The
fest comes to a conclusion with an assort-
ment of short animated flicks sent in from
around the world at 3:30 p.m. Sunday and
they are not rated. Other than “Mouse
Detective,” the screenings cost $5 at the
door. For more, visit
www.floridaanimationfestival.com.

Special event

A ONE-IN-A-‘MELON’ KIND OF FESTIVAL:
Bite into a slice of Jefferson County when
the annual Watermelon Festival takes
place in downtown Monticello this Friday
and Saturday. Arts and crafts vendors, live
plants and other artisan wares will line the
streets, as will all manner of festival foods.
It starts at 4 p.m. Friday with a Rotary BBQ
and performances at the Monticello Opera
House culminating in a street dance with
Free Wheelin’ Band providing the tunes.
The big parade rolls at 10 a.m. Saturday,
concurrent with a car show, art exhibits,
seed-spitting contests and more. Visit
monticellojeffersonfl.com to learn more. 

Comedy

LAUGH IT UP: The Comedy Zone club
returns to Tallahassee when stand-up
comics Myke Herlihy and Kevin White 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

HUMMING 
IN THE PARK,
MELONS IN
MONTICELLO 
Get a head start on your

weekend entertainment

plans every Wednesday,

and pick up the Limelight

section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 2C

Florida State University Schools
received $7.5 million in state legisla-
tive funding to create a new Science,
Technology Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics (STEAM) facility. The
new space will improve crucial
STEAM training facilities, provide
innovative classroom space and en-
hance communication through a new
school auditorium. 

The STEAM building will be located
on the FSUS campus and provide a
central gathering place for FSUS stu-
dents, university researchers and the
surrounding community.

“We had the space and the plans; we
lacked only the resources to begin
construction,” said Stacy Chambers,
executive director of Florida State
University Schools. “Adding the
planned STEAM building will give
FSUS the opportunity to continue our
charter mission and better serve Talla-

hassee, the State of Florida and be-
yond.”

The STEAM facility will be
equipped with flexible learning
spaces, fully integrated technology,
small group learning rooms, mobile
walls and storage as well as a 750-seat
auditorium. 

The new auditorium will be the
school’s new home for student perfor-
mances, celebrations, award ceremon-
ies, community meetings and innova-
tive professional development and
conferences.

The proposed design for the build-
ing supports the intent, as articulated
in the original Florida Statutes, that
“each developmental research school
shall emphasize mathematics, science,
computer science and foreign lan-
guages.” 

FSUS is the FSU College of Educa-
tion’s developmental research school.
The 1,700-student K-12 school is oper-
ated under a charter agreement by

FSU and provides a venue for educa-
tional research, curriculum innova-
tion, educator development and state-
wide reform efforts. 

Total construction cost for the new
building is about $15 million. The Flor-
ida Legislature will provide half the
money, and FSU will match the state’s
contribution. The project was spon-
sored by state Rep. Loranne Ausley
and state Sen. Bill Montford. 

Chambers extended thanks to both
lawmakers and Senate President Joe
Negron for their support. She is excit-
ed about the opportunity to improve
learning for students and serve educa-
tors and other members of the com-
munity.

“FSUS has a long history of educa-
tional leadership and student success,”
Chambers said. “Our intent is to con-
tinue this tradition and expand our
impact on research, instructional ex-
cellence and innovation through this
new facility.” 

FSUS steams ahead with new funding
FSU COMMUNICATIONS

Get listed in
Living Here
Living Here magazine, your
guide to the Tallahassee area, is
coming in August. Look for the
latest on dining, apartments,
nightlife and entertainment.
Update your listings or add new
ones at TLHLivingHere.com.
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Hirt, Margaret Laird age 85, of  Tallahassee, June 6, 2017

Koppikar, Dinkar B. age 82, of  Tallahassee, June 12, 2017, Cul-
ley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home

Langston, William age 91, of  Tallahassee, June 12, 2017, Beggs 
Funeral Home 

Parker, Mary Ethel age 88, of  Crawfordville, June 12, 2017, 
Bevis Funeral Home, Harvey Young Chapel in Crawfordville, FL

Warmack, Patricia D. “Patsy” age 75, of  Tallahassee, June 7, 
2017, Bevis Funeral Home

Death Notices

Dinkar B. Koppikar
of Tallahassee, Flori-
da, passed away on June
12, 2017
at the age
of 82. He
was born
in Banga-
lore, India
and im-
m i g r a t -
ed to the
United States in 1966.
He worked as an actu-
ary for both the State of
Florida and private com-
panies for more than 40
years. A devoted hus-
band, father and foster
grandfather, his hobbies
included flower garden-
ing and advocating for
solar energy. Mr. Kop-
pikar was preceded in
death by his parents and
two sisters. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 47
years, Vimala of Talla-
hassee; daughter, Devika
of Jinan, China; son, Vi-
vek of Washington, DC;
a brother and sister. Pri-
vate family services will
be held in Tallahassee
this week. In lieu of flow-
ers, memorial contribu-
tions may be made to the
Environmental Defense
Fund.

Dinkar B. Koppikar

Patricia D. “Patsy” Warmack, passed away on June 7,
2017, surrounded by family and friends.

Patsy was born August 8, 1941 in Pensacola, Flori-
da, to the late Rufus James Hammons
and Catherine Louise Hammons. She
moved to Tallahassee as a young teen-
ager and attended Leon High School
where she met the love her life Wil-
liam ‘Billy’ Warmack. She and Bil-
ly were married in 1959. Patsy worked
for years alongside Billy in their family
concrete business. Later, she worked at
Florida State University, and retired from Tallahassee
Community College. Most recently, she loved time
spent at Bradley’s Country Store where she was the
smiling face behind the register.

Patsy was a member of Pisgah United Methodist
Church. Her greatest joy was raising three girls and
a host of their friends, and being Nana to her beau-
tiful granddaughters Jill and Carly. She also had the
pleasure of working with the International Order of
Rainbow for Girls for over 40 years, and impacted the
lives of countless young ladies who referred to her as
“Mom Mack”. She served on the Friends of Tallahas-
see Parks Board for many years, and was a member of
the Tallahassee Garden Club.

Patsy was preceded in death by her husband Wil-
liam “Billy” Warmack; her mother Catherine Louise
Hammons and father Rufus Hammons; sister Joyce
Lee; brother, Donald Hammons; brothers-in-law
Robert Lee and Roy “Buster” Warmack, and sisters in
law Carolyn Warmack, and Judy Richart.

Patsy leaves behind to cherish her memory, daugh-
ters Debbie Kirkland, Eleanor Warmack and Cathy
Warmack; granddaughters Jillian Kirkland and Car-
ly Kirkland Webb and husband Trip Webb; brother
Douglas Hammons (Peggy); sister-in-law Joan “Ten-
cy” Warmack; and seventeen nephews and nieces.

A Celebration of Life Service will be held 5:30 p.m.
Monday, June 19, 2017 at the Retreat at Bradley’s
Pond. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may
be made to Grand Assembly of Florida, in Memory
of Patsy Memorial, 1311 Avalon Blvd., Casselberry,
FL 32707 or Big Bend Hospice, 1723 Mahan Center
Blvd. Tallahassee, FL 32308.

Susie Mozolic of Bevis Funeral Home is assisting
the family with their arrangements. (www.bevisfh.
com 850-385-2193)

Patricia D. “Patsy”Warmack

Mary Ethel Parker,
age 88, of Crawfordville
passed away on June 12,
2017.  She was retired
from FSU.

She is survived by her
sister, Ruby Smith, sis-
ter-in-law, Rochelle
Smith and many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

She is preceded in
death by her daugh-
ter Charlene Parker, son
Joey Parker; brothers
Henry Smith and Ed-
ward Smith and parents,
Henry and Janie Smith.

Visitation will be held
Th ursday, June 15, 2017
from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. at Bevis Funer-
al Home, Harvey Young
Chapel, 3106 Crawford-
ville Highway.  A service
will be held Friday, June
16, 2017 at 11:00 a.m.
at Bevis Funeral Home,
Harvey Young Chapel,
with a graveside service
to follow at New Light
Cemetery.

Scotti Th ompson of
Bevis Funeral Home is
assisting the family with
arrangements. (850-926-
3333 or www.bevisfh.
com).

Mary Ethel Parker

Margaret Laird Hirt
age 85 of Tallahassee
passed away on 6-6-17
in Jacksonville.

She was a graduate
of Leon High and of
FSU. She was retired as
a Tallahassee elementary
school teacher.

Margaret is survived
by two sons, Greg ( Jack-
sonville) and Ron (New
York City), and son-in-
law Richard Green (Tal-
lahassee), granddaugh-
ters Rhiannon Green
and Aaveh Green.

Grave side service will
be held on Saturday, June
17, 2017 at 10:00am at
Roselawn Cemetery in
Tallahassee.

Margaret Laird Hirt
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sculpture work in clay. I’ve been a clay person ever
since.” 

After graduating with a BFA in sculpture, Davis
took a detour to Botswana by way of the Peace
Corps. She was asked to serve as an agriculture
teacher. “They give you eight weeks of cultural
training, language training, and then some training
in your field but I had never taken any education
courses. A lot of people there either had already
been teachers or had been through education pro-
grams. When I got to my site to teach, I was com-
pletely unprepared, I flew by the seat of my pants.” 

Not only did she acclimate herself to the task, she
excelled, and found that she loved being an educator.
Davis developed a collaborative teaching style and
was hired to train the new volunteers. “It wasn’t
stand in front, lecture style, but instead, get people
to work in groups, give them guiding questions, let
them discuss.” After six years in Africa, she came
back to the states and enrolled as an MFA student at
FSU where she continued to teach and explore the
fine arts.

“I was intrigued by artists who were doing art-
work with groups of students. I like that interaction
where it’s not just me.” Some of her professors en-
couraged her to reach out to local schools and FSUS
(called Florida High, at the time) was a perfect fit. “I
went and explained what I wanted to do. Debi Bar-
rett-Hayes, the art teacher, was like ‘yeah, sure,
come on, come on.’ I went Monday through Friday,
two hours a day, for two years.” 

Though Davis had no intention of making teach-
ing her profession after graduation, she landed a job
with a federally funded educational research lab
where she quickly rose through the ranks. “I did it
for 10 years but I got tired of going into low-per-
forming schools to gather data. I would watch as the
teachable moment would come and go and I started
thinking, I want to teach.” She learned of an opening
at FSUS for an art teacher and at age 42, she started
building a second career. 

In the 14 years since, students have benefitted
from Davis’ extensive knowledge, including her
experience with specialized firing practices, such as
raku. In this process, glazed ceramic pieces are
taken, red-hot, from the kiln and placed into lidded
containers filled with newspaper, leaves, or other
flammable materials. The resulting smoke blackens
the surface in unpredictable ways. Students are
excited by the process and look forward to it each
year. “Raku has become a rite of passage for my
advanced kids.” 

Davis recently introduced her students to a tech-
nique called saggar firing. She explains, “here, the
idea is you don’t put glaze on the piece. Instead, you
are going to put things on it or around it, that when
heated, will fume.” It is critical to properly prepare
the surface by burnishing the clay to a smooth fin-
ish. Students may then brush on a solution of Epsom
salt or position combustibles directly against the
surface of the sculpture which is then wrapped in
foil. Crinkles in the foil capture the smoke. 

“All of my sculpture projects have design ob-

jectives, problems to be solved,” said Davis. “My
students learn that there isn’t just one way to handle
the surface of pottery. Glaze is not the end all. It also
makes them pay attention to form because saggar
does not lend itself to busy, intricate things. You
need an open canvas on which the fumed colors will
go. So they have to make very simple forms.” 

In addition to these technical and sculpture spe-
cific lessons, students also gain skills that transfer
to other areas of their lives. “They’re learning that
you don’t always have perfect control. It’s ser-
endipity, you don’t know what you’re going to get. I
teach my kids about craftsmanship, and about going
that extra mile, pushing something further than
what you might initially do. Also, being aware, pre-
sent, and mindful. Some live in a culture where, at a
young age, you’re taught calligraphy and brush
painting, and you have to think and clear your mind
but we don’t do that here. Those are things that the
arts can teach.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Di-
rector for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the
capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Sculpture
Continued from Page 1C

BARBARA DAVIS

These foil-wrapped pieces are waiting to be fired. 

The state of Florida has made its best showing at
the National Senior Games since 1999, with a total of
870 athletes over the age of 50 competing in 19
sports at the 2017 Games, which are in Birmingham,
Alabama.

The biennial event began June 2 and concludes on
June 15 with more than 10,000 athletes competing in
the 30th anniversary celebration of the games that
began in 1987.

Of the 870 athletes, 32 are from the Tallahassee
area. Among the Tallahassee area athletes are Craw-
fordville golfer Broward Sapp, who won the 55-59
age group medal at the 2015 National Senior Games
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Tallahassee swim-
mer Barbara Goltz, a National Senior Games med-
alist in the 2011, 2013 and 2015 National Senior
Games. 

Also competing are the mother and son duo of
Shirley and Pete Butler. Shirley will compete in
women’s singles bowling in the 75-79 age group
while Pete is competing in the cycling competition
in the 50-54 age group. Shirley set a Florida Senior
Games women’s singles 75-79 age group record at
the 2016 Florida Senior Games and Pete won cycling
time trials and road race medals at the 2016 Games.

The Florida athletes traveling to Birmingham
qualified for the 2017 National Senior Games at the
2016 Florida International Senior Games & State
Championships last December in Clearwater and
Pinellas County. Since 2001, nearly 4,000 Florida
athletes have traveled to the National Senior Games.

Other notable facts about Florida Senior athletes
at the 2017 National Senior Games

» Seven former Florida Senior Games Athletes of
the Year will be competing in the 2017 National Sen-
ior Games, including both 2016 Athletes of the Year,
Kathy Petrillo, a cyclist from Jupiter and John Hor-
wath, an archer from The Villages. Also registered
to compete is Rudy Vazmina, of Sarasota (2015), Avis
Vaught, of The Villages (2010), Patrice Hirr, from
The Villages (2009) Claudette Braswell, of Lake
Wales (2007), Harry Carothers, of Pinellas Park
(2004) and Madelaine “Tiny” Cazel, of The Villages
(2003).

» Of the 19 sports of the National Senior Games,
softball tops the list of the sport with the most Flori-
da athletes, with 114. Not far behind is Pickleball
with 100 athletes competing, followed by Track and
Field with 81 and Swimming with 62. The state of
Florida is represented in all 19 sports.

» The oldest registered Florida athlete is 94 year
old Mary Kemp, of Boca Raton, who turns 95 on
June 14. Kemp will run in the 50 meter dash during
the track and field competition, June 5-11. A little
more than a month younger is the 2016 Florida Sen-
ior Games Male Athlete of the Year, John Horwath,
who will shoot in the archery compound release
event, June 4 and 5.

32 Tallahassee area athletes competing in the
2017 National Senior Games:

Barksdale Pullen, Tallahassee, Archery - 50-54
David Guthrie, Tallahassee, Archery - 55-59
Kermit Brown, Tallahassee, Archery - 70-74
Oliver Austin, Tallahassee, Archery - 55-59
Dale East, Tallahassee, Archery - 60-64
John Hall, Tallahassee, Archery - 50-54
Lori Willner, Tallahassee, Archery - 55-59

Douglas Covert, Tallahassee, Bowling - 50-54
Bobby Bacon, Tallahassee, Bowling - 60-64
Shirley Butler, Tallahassee, Bowling - 75-79
Pete Butler, Tallahassee, Cycling - 50-54
Tom Barnhart, Tallahassee, Golf - 60-64
Broward Sapp, Crawfordville, Golf - 60-64
Anthony Hardiman, Tallahassee, 75-79
Gerry Rose, Tallahassee, Golf - 75-79
Charles Finkel, Tallahassee, Pickleball - 75-79
Judy Lyle, Tallahassee, Pickleball - 60-64
Jodi Yambor, Tallahassee, Pickleball - 60-64
Mary Bowers, Tallahassee, Pickleball - 70-74
Carol Wartenberg, Havana, Pickleball - 70-74
Carolynn Watson, Tallahassee, Softball - 70+
Martin Dix, Tallahassee, Swimming - 60-64
Susan Nichols, Crawfordville, Swimming -60-64
Sandra Stark, Tallahassee, Swimming - 60-64
Barbara Goltz, Tallahassee, Swimming - 70-74
Mary Tappen, Tallahassee, Swimming - 60-64
Russell Cumbie, Carrabelle, Tennis -75-79
Michaelin Watts, Apalachicola, Tennis - 75-79
Bill Tharpe, Tallahassee, Track & Field - 65-69
Donald Erickson, Tallahassee, Track & Field -

80-84
Rodney Letchworth, Tallahassee, Track & Field -

80-84
Tim Heikkila, Tallahassee, Track & Field - 65-69

To follow the progress of the Florida Senior ath-
letes and their results, please visit http://
nsga.com/2017results.

Nick Gandy is the Director of Communications for
the Florida Sports Foundation. Contact him at 850-
488-1422 or ngandy@flasports.com.

Area sends 32 athletes 
to National Senior Games 
NICK GANDY
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

DEMOCRAT FILES 

Barbara Goltz is pictured at a previous Senior Games. She’s
competing in the 2017 Games in Birmingham this week. 
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