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If Linda Bulecza, costume designer for

the Ballet Arts Conservatory of

Tallahassee, could travel anywhere in

time, it would be to the industrial era. She

can only imagine what the period’s palpable

energy must have been like — from the rise

of steam-powered locomotives to new

inventions and automation.

AMANDA SIERADZKI COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Ballet, Page 6D

If you go
What: Alice in Wonderland,
presented by the Ballet Arts
Conservatory of Tallahassee 
When: 7:30 p.m. on Friday,
June 9; 2:30 p.m. on Saturday,
June 10 
Where: Lincoln High School
Auditorium, 3838 Trojan Trail 
Cost: $20 for adults, $15 for
children (Group discounts
available). 
Contact: For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.bact-
dance.com or call 850-562-
1430. 

ARNOLD ABELLERA

Steampunk touches
pop in the Queen of
Hearts costume. 
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A new exhibition opening this June
at the Florence National Archaeological
Museum will feature nearly 300 ancient
items excavated from the Florida State
University-operated archaeological site
Cetamura del Chianti. 

The exhibition reveals the ancient
history of the Chianti region, said Nan-
cy de Grummond, the M. Lynette
Thompson Professor of Classics and
the director of excavations at Cetamura
del Chianti, an archaeological site in the
hills of the Chianti region. 

“I’ve wanted to do an exhibit like this
ever since I became the director,” de
Grummond said. “My dream is coming
true.”

The show, “Wells of Wonders: New
Discoveries at Cetamura del Chianti,”
opens June 9 and runs until Sept. 30,
2017. 

Nearly 300 items pulled from two
wells that sit on the site explore the
history of Etruscan, Roman and medi-
eval civilizations. 

While the majority of items are tools

or artifacts — 14 bronze pitchers, bowls
and buckets were recovered — there
are also some ecological exhibits. Re-
searchers found a huge series of grape
seeds dating back to 300 B.C. suggest-
ing the area was full of vineyards even
then. Visitors to the exhibition will be
able to see a video explaining the exca-
vation process and how finding these
seeds illuminated the history of one of
the world’s most popular wine regions. 

Though some items were recovered
in perfect or near-perfect shape, often
only fragments or shards of an item
have been excavated. To give visitors a
better view of what a given artifact
looked like, fragments will be placed
next to a 3D-printed recreation of the
object. 

Cetamura del Chianti is an archae-
ological site that was discovered in 1964
by an Italian avocational archaeologist
named Alvaro Tracchi and has been
investigated by Florida State Univer-
sity since 1973. Since 1983, de Grum-
mond has run the excavation of the site
that has proven to be a treasure trove
of information about the Etruscan set-
tlement over multiple eras. 

It took researchers years to reach
the bottom of one of the two wells on
the property. This well is cut deeply
into the bedrock and water seeps in
from the sides. The second well, which
was more accessible, is more tradition-
al and has walls of masonry. Each is
about 6 feet in diameter, so when ar-
chaeologists descend into the well, they
have to take a breathing apparatus and
lighting equipment. 

They only go down for shifts of
about two hours. 

Throughout the excavation process,
de Grummond has been aided by under-
graduate and graduate students at Flor-
ida State University through Interna-
tional Programs, students and col-
leagues at Studio Arts College Interna-
tional (SACI) and Italian archaeologists
from the firm ICHNOS: Archeologia,
Ambiente e Sperimentazione, who engi-
neered the excavation of the two wells.

Former FSU graduate students Lau-
rel Taylor, now a professor at Univer-
sity of North Carolina-Asheville, and
Charles Ewell, who teaches in the Flor-

FSU prof’s dream coming true with Florence exhibit
KATHLEEN HAUGHNEY
FSU COMMUNICATIONS

DEMOCRAT FILES

The exhibition reveals the history of the
Chianti region, said Nancy de Grummond, the
M. Lynette Thompson Professor of Classics. See Exhibit, Page 6D
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ence programs for New York University and Syra-
cuse University, have continued to work at the site
and have brought along their students, too. 

Ken Kobré, a retired photojournalism professor
and FSU alumnus who was part of the inaugural
class at the FSU Florence Study Center in 1966,
photographed all of the items for the exhibition
catalog. 

To learn more about de Grummond’s work, visit
the program’s Facebook page to see photos from
the dig. 

FSU

Items from discovered from Etruscan well to be displayed
at museum in Florence. 

FSU

The show, “Wells of Wonders: New Discoveries at
Cetamura del Chianti,” opens June 9 and runs till Sept. 30.

Exhibit
Continued from Page 1D

It also appeals to Bu-
lecza’s fascination with
steampunk culture, a
futuristic version of the
industrial age imagined
and expressed in fashion,
book, and movies.

When it came time to
put a twist on her designs
for BACT’s spring ballet,
“Alice in Wonderland,”
premiering on June 9 and
10, steampunk was her
first thought. 

“I’ve often heard
steampunk referred to as
the time that never was,”
explains Bulecza. “It
comes from the notion of
the steam era which
involves gears and loco-
motives. It also deals
with the notion of time
travel, which lends itself
so well to Alice traveling
and being time-driven.”

In fact, it was during
company’s first iteration
of “Alice in Wonderland”
10 years ago that Bulecza
began helping with cos-
tuming, creating papier-
mâché teapots and paint-
ing unitards. Her history
as a seamstress reaches
further back, however,
starting with sewing her
own clothes as a child. 

As a self-taught artist,
the first dance costume
she ever made was for
her daughter —a red
pleated skirt and polka-
dotted top fit for a jazzy
solo number. As a painter
and crafter of all kinds,
Bulecza was ready to
jump into new territory
and next volunteered her
time helping out for Pas
de Vie’s “Nutcracker”
where she learned tech-
niques for dance costum-
ing from Claire Walker,
the costume shop man-
ager for the FSU Theater
Department. 

“I’ve never been shy
about trying something
new artistically,” says
Bulecza. “Claire gave me
advice on the weight of
fabrics and how to get
more movement in them.
Mainly, I’ve learned how
to do costuming by read-
ing and a lot of trial and
error.”

Bulecza says most of
her process takes place
in the researching and
shopping stages. Many of
her books, supplies, and
patterns are sourced
from an online dance
website, which gives her
helpful guidelines in
terms of making bodices
and tutus for ballet.
When it comes to materi-
als, her workshop is
packed to the hilt with
fabrics from all over the
country. 

Anytime she travels to
a larger metropolitan
area, New York City
being among her favor-
ites, she scours the fash-
ion districts for low-
priced, high-quality ma-
terials to take back home.
She’s also had luck on
sites like eBay where she
can buy directly from
suppliers in China, espe-
cially when she’s looking
to acquire more embel-
lished, intricate fabrics. 

Her philosophy in
costuming is to create as
many reusable pieces as
possible, so she is able to
mix and match more
easily for future pro-
jects. For example, in her
first storybook ballet for
BACT, “Christmas in
Narnia,” she created
white circle skirts and
blouses that have been
used in multiple ways
over the years, and will
even make an appear-
ance in “Alice.” Her indi-
vidual approach to cos-
tuming, however, never
comes out the same way
twice.

“I think flying by the
seat of my pants would
probably be my style,”
laughs Bulecza, as she
relies on improvisation in
her process. “I can do the
traditional tutu or I can
get into the crazy off-the-
wall stuff. Mostly, I get a
look in my head and I
think about how I can
make it work with the
way the dancers move.” 

Over the years, she’s
formed a unique part-
nership with BACT’s
Artistic Director, Amy
Lowe, working closely to
create a cohesive look for
each original ballet. It all
begins with a sketch, and
from there Bulecza looks
to colors and music for
inspiration. 

She remarks that
while the bulk of the

cutting and sewing is
finished rather quickly, it
is the final fittings and
tailoring that take the
most time. Most impor-
tantly, Bulecza finds
attending rehearsals to
be paramount in order to
imagine how her pieces
will relate to one another
based on characters and
choreography. 

“You have to design
for movement, and it’s
even more important
when there’s partnering
involved,” says Bulecza.
“I like to see who’s inter-
acting with who because
it helps me figure out the
flow of their costume and
what colors are going to
look good onstage togeth-
er.”

With “Alice in Wonder-
land,” much of Bulecza’s

costuming is based in the
Victorian Era, featuring
formal attire and hats
reimagined with steam-
punk trademarks like
machinery, gears, gog-

gles, and metal baubles.
One of Bulecza’s favorite
costumes in the ballet is
for the inquisitive Cater-
pillar who will stand out
in a handmade turquoise
unitard, wide belt, ruf-
fled skirt, blue goggles,
and antennae with daz-
zling disco-like balls. 

Bulecza wants her and
Lowe’s vision for the
ballet to stretch the audi-
ence’s imagination of
Wonderland, transform-
ing the look and feel of
familiar characters not
only in appearance but
additionally within the
music and choreography.
The June performance at
Lincoln High School’s
Auditorium will be par-
ticularly special to Bulec-
za as her daughter, a
recently graduated sen-
ior, will star as Alice
after having been a tea-
pot so many years ago. 

Primarily, Bulecza
hopes attendees will be
thoroughly entertained
as well as gain an appre-
ciation for the company’s
willingness to go outside
their comfort zones with
this fresh steampunk
take on a timeless tale. 

“Without a doubt, this
show has brought out the
best in everyone in every
way,” smiles Bulecza.
“The most rewarding
aspect is when the girls
are being fitted or are
excited to see the new
costumes. They just love
putting them on and see-
ing each other in them,
and that’s definitely the
best part for me.” 

Ballet
Continued from Page 1D
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Linda Bulecza designed the costumes for the Ballet Arts
Conservatory’s recent production of “Alice in Wonderland.” 

ARNOLD ABELLERA/ AJ STUDIOS

PHOTOGRAPHY

Linda Bulecza costume for
the caterpillar in Ballet Arts
Conservatory’s production of
“Alice in Wonderland.” 
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