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T
here was plenty to celebrate
on the 20th anniversary of the
Annual Middle School Art
Exhibition. From sculpture to
cut paper, monoprint to col-

ored pencil, gallery goers had more
than 70 pieces of artwork to enjoy.
This exhibition represented seven
schools and illustrated the wide
variety of materials and techniques
that our students can explore in
their art classes. It also afforded
these young artists the chance to
have their artwork displayed in a
professional gallery space. 

Born in Korea, Jaeryung’s family
moved to Tallahassee last year.
While she has always taken art
classes in school, she notes some
differences between the two coun-
tries. “In Korea, they teach us about
art but we have to do it by our-
selves. Here, they actually teach us
how to do it and we have all kinds of

materials. In Korea we
have to bring our own ma-
terials.”

Mackenzie Wilhelm, a
Deerlake eighth-grader,
also took home an award
for her artwork and she is
equally energized by ac-
cess to unique materials.
“In art, I get to enjoy pro-
jects that I wouldn’t be able
to do otherwise because I
have a bunch of materials
that I didn’t even know
existed. We’re currently
doing a basket weaving
project and we’re using

core,” a stiff, rope-like material that
provides a sturdy structure for bas-
ketry. 

In addition to gaining experience
with specialized materials and tech-
niques, Mackenzie realizes that she
is acquiring other skills that will
allow her to more nimbly navigate
her interactions with others. “One
skill that you end up learning in the
art room is how to give your opinion
on someone’s project but in a nice
way. You’re not just saying ‘I don’t
like your project,’ but you’re giving
a reason why and how you believe
they could improve it.”

Linda Johnson is the art instruc-
tor at Deerlake and co-founder of
the Annual Middle School Art Exhi-
bition. “I’d been thinking about the
fact that the high schools have their
annual show at LeMoyne and the
elementary schools have their show
at the library but there was no show
for the middle schools.” Johnson
gathered her middle school art col-
leagues together to discuss the pos-
sibility of an exhibition, and they
were all enthusiastic about the idea.
Though the show’s first venue was
the FSU Oglesby Gallery, for the
past 10 years, FAMU’s Foster Tan-

Middle School students learn
technical and social skills

preparing for art exhibition

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Exhibition, Page 4C

PRENISHA REID
ABOVE: Guests at student reception for
20th anniversary of the Annual Middle School
Art Exhibition. RIGHT:Artwork by Kendall
Bodner, a student at Swift Creek Middle School 
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

Movies
TO LIVE AND DIE IN L.A.: In disco-

thumping 1977, a fist-slinging enforcer
(Russell Crowe) and an inept private
detective (Ryan Gosling) team up to
find a missing teen who has disap-
peared into Los Angeles’ sleazy crimi-
nal underworld in the action-comedy
“The Nice Guys.” It’s rated R and
opens Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

THE GIRLS NEXT DOOR: Young
homeowners (Seth Rogen, Rose Byrne)
are unhappy when a rowdy sorority
moves in next door, so they recruit
their former frat-boy foe (Zac Efron) to
help fight the booze-happy sisters on

their own debauched terms in the raun-
chy comedy “Neighbors 2: Sorority
Rising.” It’s rated R and opens Friday
at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

BIRD IS THE WORD: Mysterious
green piggies start stealing eggs when
they move to a remote island and it’s up
to two avian outcasts named Chuck
(voice of Josh Gad) and Bomb (Danny
McBride) to declare war on the porkers
in the animated comedy “The Angry
Birds Movie.” It’s rated PG and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

IT’S MOTHER’S DAY EVERY DAY:
After her beloved husband dies, a 60-
something, overbearing mom (Susan
Sarandon) moves from New York to Los
Angeles to be near — and suffocate —
her screenwriter daughter (Rose
Byrne) in the comedy-drama “The
Meddler.” It’s rated PG-13 and tenta-
tively opens Friday at Governor’s
Square.

WHAT A FRAGILE ‘DOLL’: A mentally
challenged young woman loses her job
when the factory where she works is
marked for closing and it sends her
hyper-protective mother into stress
overload when The Tallahassee Film
Society and the Tallahassee Jewish

Federation present the Israeli drama
“Wedding Doll” on Friday and Sunday
at All Saints Cinema, off Railroad Ave-
nue in the Amtrak rail station. It’s un-
rated and subtitled. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com. 

LET’S KEEP THIS SHORT: Mini-
movies take the spotlight when the
Tally Short Films Festival presents
“Tallahassee Premiere Nights!” start-
ing at 8 p.m. Friday at All Saints Cine-
ma. The lineup of indie short films
includes “Breathe” (a slasher is the
central character), “Reversed” (a col-
lege guy gets pregnant and his girl-
friend is not supportive), “Leave No
Trace” (an eco-themed tale with a twist)
and “Dead Meat” (about a chef who
goes too far). The movies are not rated
but contain themes and subject matter
aimed at adults. Admission is free.

BRICK WAITS FOR THE CLICK: Boozy
ol’ Brick (Paul Newman) and Maggie
the Cat (Elizabeth Taylor) argue over
their failing marriage during a family
birthday party for Big Daddy (Burl
Ives) when the Tallahassee Film Soci-
ety continues its Southern Gothic Film
Series with a screening of Tennessee
Williams’ “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”
(1958) at 7 p.m. Saturday at All Saints

Cinema. It’s not rated. Florida State
University professor, columnist, author
(“Tribal”) and commentator Diane
“D.K.” Roberts will be on hand to dis-
cuss the film. Admission is free. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Special Events
LET FREEDOM RING: Journey into

the past when the Museum of Florida
History and John G. Riley Museum put
on this year’s Emancipation Day Cele-
bration to commemorate the struggles
of those who lived through slavery. The
day starts 10:30 a.m. Friday with a Civil
War Commemorative Service at the Old
City Cemetery, followed at 11:30 a.m.
with a dramatic reading of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation at the Knott House
Museum, 301 E Park Ave., where it was
originally read to Tallahasseeans upon
coming into effect. Local African
American history sites will offer free
admission afterward. All events are
free and open to the public. Call 850-
922-2459 for more information.

TALOOFA FEST NO. 2 ON TAP: The
second Tallahassee Taloofa Festival —
which is part history quiz, part music 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Celebrate history at Emancipation Day, Taloofa fest
Get a jump on your weekend
entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the
Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK
HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR

WRITER

See Limelight, Page 3C
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Laura Ann Dean, 80, of Panama City, went to Heav-
en on Friday,May 13, 2016 in Ocala, Florida. She was
born August 13, 1935 in Quincy, Florida to Samuel
& Annie Bell Carman. She had been
a resident of Panama City for the past
25 years moving here from Miami, FL.
She was faithful employee in the child-
care department at Hiland Park Bap-
tist Church,where she was also a mem-
ber. She is survived by her husband of
61 years, William R. Dean; 5 children,
William Ray Dean Jr. (Debbie); Laura
Grant, Sandra West ( Jerome Herring); Melinda Mar-
tinez (Raul); Lynnette Martin (Dave); 8 grandchil-
dren, Chris Dean, Beth Monserrate, Brandon West
(Mikaela); Anthony Martinez (Carissa); Travis Mar-
tinez (Katie), Justin Martinez, Brett Martin, Nichole
Martin; 2 great-grandchildren, Maci Martinez, Kyle
Martinez; brother, Donald Carman; 3 sisters, Mildred
Morris, Nell Dean, Carol Burchnell and numerous
nieces, nephews and extended family. Funeral servic-
es will be held on Thursday at 1 p.m. CDT in the Hi-
land Park Baptist Church with Rev. Carl Fondren of-
ficiating.The family will receive friends at the funeral
home on Wednesday from 6-8 p.m. CDT Graveside
services will be held on Thursday at 5 p.m. EDT in
the Providence Baptist Church Cemetery, Greens-
boro, Florida.Those desiring may make memorial do-
nation to the Hiland Park Baptist Church Building
Fund, 2611 N.Highway 231, Panama City, FL 32405.
Active pallbearers are Wayne Givens, David Emory,
Ed Dardon, Ray McCart, W.J. Marlow, Jerry Strick-
land, Charlie Bunch and Ralph Hammond. Honorary
pallbearers are Lowell Russ and Jeff Hall.
Wilson Funeral Home
214 Airport Road
Panama City, FL 32405
(850) 785-5272

Laura AnnDean

Lynn L. Plenge, 75,
died Saturday at his
home in Tallahassee,
Florida. A memorial ser-
vice is scheduled for 1:00
pm on Saturday, May 21,
2016 at Lakeview Bap-
tist Church in Tallahas-
see. In lieu of fl owers,
please send donations
to Grace Pointe Baptist
Church Outreach Fund.

A native of Louisville,
KY, and college gradu-
ate of Stetson University
(Deland, FL), Lynn lived
in Tallahassee for 46
years and served as Cap-
tain in the United States
Air Force from August
1963 through March
1967. He retired as an
Accountant for the State
of Florida and was a de-
vout Christian.

Survivors include
his wife, Susan Burns
Plenge of Tallahassee; a
son, Nicholas F. Plenge
of Thomasville, GA; a
daughter, Susan “Lori” J.
Sever of Tallahassee, FL;
two brothers, Robert W.
Plenge of Paradise Valley,
AZ; Martin A. Plenge of
Coldwater, MS; one sis-
ter, Joyce P. Parker of Ft.
Myers, FL; two grand-
children, Zachary John-
son and Jenny Johnson
of Tallahassee, FL.

Lynn Lee Plenge Dolores C. Robert-
son, 87, born July 9,
1928, went to her Heav-
enly Mansion, on May
15, 2016, to be with her
Lord and Savior and her
beloved husband James
“J.D.” (2009).

Her going home cel-
ebration will be 11:00
AM, Thursday, May 19,
2016 at Abbey Funer-
al Home, 4037 North
Monroe Street, Talla-
hassee, Florida. Visi-
tation with family and
friends will be one hour
prior to the service, with
interment following at
Woodland Cemetery in
Havana, Florida. Online
condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.abbeyfh.
com.

Dolores C. Robertson

Betty Ann Martindale, 83, died peacefully on May
13, 2016 after a brief illness. In her fi nal days she was
completely surrounded by her loving family. Services
will be held on Saturday, May 21, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
at the Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses in Craw-
fordville.

Betty was born on November 28, 1932, in Washing-
ton, D.C. She was the oldest daughter of Henry and
Nelda Klopp. She had two older brothers, Kenneth
and Durwood, and three younger sisters - Nelda, Eu-
nice, and Naomi - whom she loved dearly.

Betty was preceded in death by a son, Timothy Al-
lan Martindale. She is survived by her loving husband
of over 64 years, Dorman (Dale) Martindale; her sis-
ters, Nelda and Naomi, and her brother-in-law, Carl;
her three children, Deborah Courtney (husband Bill),
David Martindale (wife Linda), and Sharon Roberts.
She is also survived by a multitude of grandchildren
and great-grandchildren who all regard her as “the
best grandmother in the world”: Sara Nordlof (hus-
band Eric and children Zachary, Justin and Annika),
Katie Peacock (husband Robert and children Adri-
an, Anna, and Hayden), David Martindale II, Beth-
any Mathers (husband Trent and children Keely and
Rowan), Laney Winder (husband Jeramy and son
Kai), Kristi Roland (husband Glenn and children
Wyatt and Thomas), Jamie Roberts (daughter Jordan),
and Michael Roberts.

In living her life as a devout Jehovah’s Witness, she
gave her children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children the greatest gift of all – the gift of uncondi-
tional love.

Betty Ann Martindale

Marilyn Moret Johnson, 59-year resident of Tal-
lahassee, passed away peacefully on Sunday, May 15.
She was born in New Orleans, Louisiana on the 14th
of July, 1928. She was a blessing to all
who knew her.

Marilyn grew up in New Orleans,
the city where she met and married
Milton Swayze Johnson, Jr. at the
close of World War II. They were mar-
ried for 62 years. As a young wife and
mother, she established life roots in
Tallahassee, the city that became her
long-term home. There she found happiness and ful-
fillment. When asked about her greatest accomplish-
ments, she consistently pronounced it was her three
children, Carol, Gail and Milton. She also found great
gratification in caring for her beloved dogs: Pax, Pou-
lette, Poupette and Morgan.

“Mere” as she was known to many, liked to volun-
teer. She served as a Gray Lady at Trinity Catholic
School (formerly Blessed Sacrament); Docent at the
Governor’s Mansion and contributed to the Tallahas-
see Symphony Orchestra. She was also a member of
the Killearn Ladies Club and the Tallahassee Town
Club. She was employed on several occasions, treasur-
ing her tenure as a 15-year founding employee of Lin-
coln High School as administrative assistant to two
principals, Doug Frick and Senator Bill Montford,
then later as an amendment proofreader for the Clerk
of the Florida House of Representatives.

One of her greatest life enjoyments was reading.
Never was she without a book in hand. She partici-
pated as a member of one of the first book clubs es-
tablished in Tallahassee and recently participated as a
member of the Book Broads Book Club. Her favor-
ite book was, “To Kill a Mockingbird”. She enjoyed
crossword puzzles, music, and dancing. She was an ac-
complished dance partner to husband Milt, who to-
gether, wooed audience applause with their jitter-bug.
Marilyn enjoyed hosting friends at home including
bridge night and afternoon BBQ parties. She was an
avid fan of FSU football; and with family and friends,
enjoyed many game-day tailgates.

Marilyn was a woman of great wisdom and grace
who had an abundance of time and energy to give
to her family and friends. She loved each one with
a unique and magical touch. She cherished her fam-
ily. No one will ever fill the special place she held
in the hearts of those who loved her. She never for-
got a birthday and was always ready to offer positive
encouragement and support. She was a caring, kind
and gracious lady who lived her life with passion and
goodness.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Mil-
ton Johnson; her sister, Olga Burgess; and her broth-
er James Moret. She is survived by her daughters,
Carol McKee of Tampa and Gail (Kit) Moffatt,; and
son, Milton (Laura) Johnson III; her grandchildren,
John (Donna) Palomino; Brie (Adam) Hertz; Lynette
(Rick) Russell; Boo (Stephanie) Suber; Josh Suber;
Kyle (Warren) Smith; Sara Kate Johnson; Mary Park-
er Johnson; brother Edward (Virginia) Moret and
many beloved extended family of great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews. Her family is especially grate-
ful for the loving care she received at Centre Pointe
Health and Rehabilitation Center and the Margaret
Z. Dozier Hospice House.

A visitation will be held on Thursday, May 19th at
Bevis Funeral Home from 6-8 pm, and a Catholic
Funeral Mass will be celebrated at Good Shepherd
Catholic Church on Friday, May 20th at 3:00 o’clock.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the Leon
County Humane Society or Big Bend Hospice.

Kelly Barber of Bevis Funeral Home (850-385-
2193, www.bevisfh.com) is assisting the family with
their arrangements.

MarilynMoret Johnson

Death Notices
Brim, Martha age 68, of Crawfordville, FL, Friday, May 13, 2016,
Abbey Funeral Home and Tallahassee Memory Gardens, www.abbe
yfh.com
Connell, Artis Stanford age 91, of Tallahassee, FL, Sunday,

May 15, 2016, Beggs Funeral Homes
Dean, Laura Ann age 80, of Panama City, Friday, May 13, 2016,

Wilson Funeral Home
Johnson, Marilyn Moret of Tallahassee, FL, Sunday, May 15,

2016, Bevis Funeral Home
Martindale, Betty Ann age 83, Friday, May 13, 2016, Culley’s

MeadowWood Funeral Home
Plenge, Lynn age 75, of Tallahassee, FL, Saturday, May 14, 2016,

Bevis Funeral Home, www.bevisfh.com
Robertson, Dolores of Tallahassee, FL, Sunday, May 15, 2016,

Abbey Funeral Home and Tallahassee Memory Gardens, www.
abbeyfh.com

Martha H. Brim, 68, a loving daughter, wife, moth-
er, grandmother and friend to many, passed away sud-
denly May 13, 2016, in Tallahassee.

The daughter of Joe and Maybelle
Hollingsworth, she was on born Au-
gust 18, 1947, in Sanford, Florida. She
was raised in Tallahassee, Florida and
graduated from Leon High School
in 1965. She married John Brim and
they lived in several locations through-
out the United States before they set-
tled down in Crawfordville, Florida in
1981 to raise their sons and be close to family. She
studied to become a paralegal and worked for the
State of Florida where she endeavored to insure chil-
dren received the child support they deserved, before
retiring in 2005. She was a Majority Member of Tal-
lahassee #64 International Order of the Rainbow for
Girls and a 50-year Member of Tallahassee #119 Or-
der of the Eastern Star. She was a member of John
Wesley United Methodist Church.

She is survived by her children, William (Tracy)
Brim and Jason Brim; grandchildren, Jessica, Joshua,
Justin and Jayda Brim, multiple nieces and nephews
and many other extended family members.

She is preceded in death by her husband John Brim
and her parents Joe and Maybelle Hollingsworth.

The funeral is 11:00 AM, Friday, May 20, 2016, at
Abbey Funeral Home, with interment at Tallahas-
see Memory Gardens. The family will receive friends
from 10:00 AM until 11:00 AM Friday, May 20, 2016
at Abbey Funeral Home. Online condolences may be
expressed at www.abbeyfh.com.

Martha H. Brim

Artis Stanford Connell, a native of Jeff erson Coun-
ty, Florida, made his entrance into Heaven on Sun-
day afternoon, May 15, 2016, at home surround-
ed by his loving family. He was born on August 28,
1924, to John W. Connell & Annie Spratt Connell.
He married his sweetheart Betty Stafford Connell on
June 24, 1949. They were married over 50 years when
she passed away in 2002. He was a very much loved
& cherished husband, father, grand-father & great-
grandfather “Papa”, brother, & uncle.

He loved his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and he
devoted many tireless hours to his church. He served
over 44 years as Deacon. He has served as Sunday
School Teacher, and served on the Building Commit-
tee that oversaw the reconstruction of the Cody Pen-
tecostal Holiness Church. He always poured his heart
and soul into the Lord’s work.

He served two years in the United States Army Air
Forces , 7/3/46, Corporal.

He has been a proud member of the United Asso-
ciation Plumbers, Pipefitters, and HVAC Technicians,
Local 234 for over 66 years, and an avid farmer.

He is survived by a son, Johnny Wayne & wife Deb-
bie Harvey Connell, two daughters, Ann Connell
Starling & husband Terry, and Linda Fletcher & hus-
band Daniel all of Tallahassee. Four grandchildren
two step grandchildren, Jason Starling (Tiff any), Me-
gan Starling, Jared Fletcher (Casey), all of Tallahas-
see; Justin Fletcher (Amy) of Jacksonville, FL, Casey
Walker (Travis) of Crawfordville and Toby Star-
ling (Alexis) of Pt. St. Lucie. Th ree great-grandchil-
dren  Collin, Owen and Aubriella and soon to arrive
Noah Fletcher. Three step great-grandchildren Jacob
and Ian Walker and Jackson Starling; and one broth-
er, Edgar Connell. He is preceded in death by his wife,
Betty Stafford Connell, parents, and brothers and sis-
ters.

Funeral services will be held 11:00 a.m., Th ursday,
May 19, 2016 at Cody Pentecostal Holiness Church
with burial at Cody Church Cemetery. Family will re-
ceive friends from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. Wednesday at
the Church. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made
to Cody Pentecostal Holiness Church Building Fund,
3812 Tram Rd., Monticello, FL 32344.

Artis Stanford Connell
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ner Gallery has served as the home to this student
exhibition, and in that time the show has expand-
ed to fill both floors of the gallery. 

Johnson underscored the importance of the
venue. “The kids come in and they see their work
in a professional gallery. To give the kids a chance
to see their work hanging, not in the cafeteria, not
in the halls or front office at school but out in the
community where other people can see the work,
what a thrill that is.” 

One of the most anticipated components of the
show is the exhibition reception and awards an-
nouncements, and this year was no exception.
Johnson takes full advantage of the event as it
gives her an opportunity to make connections
with her students’ families. “I had an interesting
conversation with one of the parents who told me
that her daughter is working on one of our art
projects and she can’t put it down. To have some-
thing that they are so excited about that they want
to keep doing it, it is a good thing for them to ex-
perience that drive, that stick-to-itiveness.” 

Johnson adds that her art class “is not just
about learning about the artwork and making the
artwork, it’s also about learning about yourself
and what you’re capable of. The end product is
important but it’s not as important as the process.
I might have a kid who at first thinks, ‘I don’t
come up with very good ideas,’ but then they
learn how to come up with good ideas because
they’ve had practice at it. It’s real cerebral, it’s
real tactile, it’s product, it’s process; it’s all of that
and more.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the education
and exhibitions director for the Council on Culture
& Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrella agen-
cy for arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Exhibition
Continued from Page 1C
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