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The Pas de Vie ballet company will
present its annual Spotlight on
Dance 8 p.m. Friday, 2:30 and 8 p.m.
Saturday. 

WEDNESDAY

Clogging Classes - Mountain Dews: Beginning clogging
classes for all ages, all types of music. 6:15-7:15 p.m. Jackson
Lodge, 2818 Apalachee Parkway. 
Country Dance lessons: Learn country dance from Sue
Boyd in a group setting. Private lessons upon request. 6:30-
8:15 p.m. for beginners; 8:15-9:45 p.m. for advanced. $8
beginners, $8 advanced, $13 for both. American Legion
Post 13 at Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. 

THURSDAY

Carolina Shag Dance Lessons: Learn
to dance the smooth steps of Carolina
shag to your favorite songs. Begin-
ners welcome. $5 a person, 7 p.m.
ARTS Afterschool, 3510 Weems
Road. 

SATURDAY

2017 Spotlight on Dance: Pas de Vie
Ballet is known for offering original
choreography as well as traditional works.
The vibrant, mixed repertoire performance will
be held at Opperman Music Hall, Florida State
University. 2:30, 8 p.m. $20 Opperman Music Hall, 114 North
Copeland St. Tickets are Visit www.pasdevieballet.com 
Slice of Tallahassee Pizza Festival: There will be dough
tossing, box-folding contests, a pizza-eating competition

and a pizza sauce dunk tank. 4-8 p.m.
$20. Madison Street down College Town.

Visit www.sliceoftallahassee.com.

SUNDAY

Sunday Brunch with Crossroads: 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. The
Shops at Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St.
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Singer Taj Mahal is 75. Actor-comedian
Bob Saget is 61. Singer Enya is 56. Actor
Craig Ferguson (“The Late Late Show,”
“The Drew Carey Show”) is 55. Musician
Trent Reznor of Nine Inch Nails is 52. Actor
Hill Harper (“CSI: NY,” “He Got Game”) is
51. Singer Jordan Knight of New Kids on
the Block is 47. Actor Sendhil Ramamur-
thy (“Heroes”) is 43. Singer Kandi Burruss

(Xscape) (“The Real Housewives of Atlanta”) is 41. Singer-
songwriter Passenger is 33. Dancer Derek Hough (“Danc-
ing With The Stars”) is 32. Actor Tahj Mowry (“Smart Guy,”
“Kim Possible”) is 31. Actress Nikki Reed (“Twilight”) is 29. 

Ferguson

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). It’s uncomfortable not being
in control. Of course, it’s especially hard to let go and trust
when you have reason to doubt the leader. Today it might
even be grounds for taking over the leadership position.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). It’s not an exaggeration to say
that sometimes love matters to you as much as life itself.
Therefore, you can’t really overthink it. It’s complex and
mystical and completely worthy of all the thought you put
into it.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Productivity doesn’t always
manifest in the same way. If you can help another person
behave better, kinder and with more awareness of the big
picture, you’ve done more than your share.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Do not underestimate the
power of nonconformity. It can, in fact, change the world.
As you customize your lifestyle to suit yourself instead of the
social norms, new contours will emerge.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You want to override bad memo-
ries by adding good ones. Bad memories tend to have more
impact (a function of biology), so it will take quite a few
more good ones to do the trick. It’s a worthy use of your
time and energy today.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Is love a serious illness? You
may wonder this, because you feel physically terrible when
your love suffers and absolutely high when your beloved is
joyful and mutually enamored.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You don’t have to reach out,
communicate better or be proactive in the least. You’ve
done the work already. Now the path before you is being
cleared. Trust and be ready to move forward.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You’ll enjoy making predic-
tions and then waiting to be proven wrong or right. But this
is about your creation, really. Whatever happens, you will
be the one who made it so.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The difference between
romantic love and platonic love can be a close call. Also,
things can change along the way. Stay open to possibility.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). In your quest for truth, do
not let yourself be diverted by what you wish to believe or
by what you wish everyone believed. The only way to see
what’s really there is to do away with expectation.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Though it makes sense to
think in terms of equitable distribution of tasks, attention,
money, etc., it just won’t happen. Create something that
works for both people.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Reason and logic are not
going to lead you through the situation. Your instinct will
get you there. All you have to do is listen and follow.

Today’s birthday (May 17). You will create a contract
for what you want to change in your life this year, and you’ll
find the inner drive and resources (including the right peo-
ple) to help you make that happen. Distractions part. Most-
ly, your desired result will be front and center of your mind,
which makes this one of the most productive years to date.
Cancer and Capricorn adore you. Your lucky numbers are:
18, 9, 40, 13 and 20.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, May 17, the 137th day of 2017.
There are 228 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1792: The New York Stock Exchange had its beginnings

as a group of brokers met under a tree on Wall Street and
signed the Buttonwood Agreement.

1954: A unanimous U.S. Supreme Court handed down its
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka decision which held
that racially segregated public schools were inherently
unequal, and therefore unconstitutional.

1961: Cuban leader Fidel Castro offered to release pris-
oners captured in the Bay of Pigs invasion in exchange for
500 bulldozers. (The prisoners were eventually freed in
exchange for medical supplies.)

1973: A special committee convened by the U.S. Senate
began its televised hearings into the Watergate scandal.

1977: The Chuck E. Cheese’s fast food and family enter-
tainment chain had its start as the first Chuck E. Cheese’s
Pizza Time Theatre opened in San Jose, California.

1980: Rioting that claimed 18 lives erupted in Miami’s
Liberty City after an all-white jury in Tampa acquitted four
former Miami police officers of fatally beating black insur-
ance executive Arthur McDuffie.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell of
the grid. Each row,
column and region must
contain only one in-
stance of each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.
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One of America’s most
beloved musicals, “The
Music Man” by Meredith
Willson, takes place in
Iowa in 1912, not a loca-
tion or an era you’d ex-
pect for local elementary
school students to readily
identify with. 

However, with expert
guidance from Maclay
School’s Cindy Thomas,
emerging actors in sec-
ond through fifth grades
have learned to stretch
their theatrical muscles
and inhabit characters
from a century ago. “We
talk about the time peri-
od and the language in
this show. Some of the
lines are so cute, ‘geezle
petes’ and ‘oh, swell.’
That’s a bad word,” said
Thomas.

The students were
entirely unfamiliar with
the musical which, in
many ways, was an ad-
vantage. “They had no
idea so they didn’t have
any pre-conceived no-
tions. It inspired their
imagination. They’re a
big part of how they want
to present their charac-
ters and how they want to
dress. I let them make
those creative choices.”

Thomas nurtures a lot
of creative choices as the
lower school and upper
school drama teacher.
She extends herself even
further by sponsoring
Company, the upper
school’s thespian troupe
and serves as the co-
chair of the Fine Arts
department. In many
ways it’s not surprising
that Thomas is so devot-
ed to her work at Maclay.
She’s an alumna and,
with an extensive back-
ground in theater, she
can relate to her ele-
mentary students’ bur-
geoning love of the art
form. 

“It started when I was
about their age. I grew
up at Young Actors Thea-
ter and I went to New
York and saw ‘Annie’ for
the first time. I fell in
love with it. It was a mo-
ment in my life where it
clicked.” She went on to
study theater in Philadel-
phia and at FSU, later
taking to the stage in
New York and doing
television in Los Angeles.
She came back to Talla-
hassee and began teach-
ing at Maclay in 1997. 

“We’re so lucky at
Maclay that every lower
school student has drama
as part of their curricu-
lum and students in the
second through fifth
grades get to participate
in an annual musical,”
said Thomas. Another
unique aspect of the
drama program is that
“each class puts on their
own performance instead
of it being the whole
lower school. It gives
more children an oppor-
tunity to play a part.”
That means Thomas is
working with 12 different

casts which allows her
more time with each
individual to celebrate
small victories. 

“I love it when you see
that child, all of a sudden,
make that connect and a
little light goes on,”
Thomas said. “They just
shine. Just to see their
passion come out and
how creative they are.
The things they say
crack me up, everyday. I
love that they don’t have
any inhibitions and
they’re up for whatever.
They seem to be having a
great time with it.”

Fourth-grader Jamie
Maloy is a perfect ex-
ample. He played Profes-
sor Harold Hill and said
“I think it’s fun to be the
lead role because you
have all the attention on
you. I love being the
center of attention, I
can’t lie.” He enjoys the
creative process and
shared “it’s fun to get to
know your character and
to express how that char-
acter feels and acts.” A
veteran performer with a
spirited temperament,
Jamie said, “I’m a very
hyper person, so I get to

channel my energy
through acting, through
my lines, through danc-
ing, too. It just helps me a
lot to act.” 

In the role of Marian
Paroo, fifth-grader Ame-
lia Haggins also sees
value in her theater expe-
rience. “You have to
memorize a lot and it
really teaches you how to
be responsible. It teaches
you how to talk in front
of people, make eye con-
tact, how to project, and
do a lot of things.” She
appreciates the way
Thomas structures the
productions and said
“nobody’s left out, every-
body has a part and ev-
erybody gets a line. Ev-
erybody has something
that they need to do and
everybody’s role is really
important.”

As a second-grader,
this is Campbell Ruff’s
first time on Maclay’s
stage, but he’s no strang-
er to the limelight. As a
student at Young Actors
Theater, he has per-
formed before and be-
cause of his experience,
he said, “I never get ner-
vous. I feel awesome and

excited.” Campbell
played Mayor Shinn and
said “I really like having
lines and stuff. I also like
the dances. My favorite
dance is the Shipoopi.”

The students’ enthusi-
asm is matched by that of
Thomas and those who
have helped bring the
production to life, in-
cluding Maclay’s lower
school music teacher,
Kristen Hughes and local
sound technician, JB
Ritter. Maclay’s visual
art teachers also provide
assistance, making the
annual musical truly
cross-curricular. “We’re
doing it in a way that
brings the arts together
in one big production,”
said Thomas. 

This kind of teamwork
is echoed by the students
who learn dramatic tech-
nique and much more.
“They practice life skills
like cooperating, listen-
ing, timing, focus, put-
ting themselves out
there. For some of them,
it maybe conquers some
fears, it brings out things
in them that they didn’t
know they had. I want to
provide them with that
opportunity they might
not seek out by them-
selves.”

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

‘Music Man’ tickles the
fancy of Maclay students
AMANDA KARIOTH
THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ADDRESS

AMANDA THOMPSON

Michael Boulos from Lori Angerer’s class played Harold Hill. 

AMANDA THOMPSON

Cindy Thomas runs a dress rehearsal for one of her
second-grade casts. 

Send us
information

Let us know what’s on your 
schedule. Use the online form at

Eventful.com/Tallahassee.
The deadline for submissions is 

5 p.m. the Monday before 
publication. Questions?

Call 599-2161.


