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Mothers Day
SPECIAL

15%OFF AND AN ADDITIONAL
5% FOR MILITARY AND SENIORS.

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

LIC # CBC 053065

850.391.9479
www.DMCTallahassee.com

SCREEN ROOMS • DECKS
SIDING • WINDOWS

PATIO COVER • SUN ROOMS
ROOM ADDITIONS

Mon-Fri • 11am-4pm
Includes:

BurgerFi Cheeseburger
Personal Cry + Fry
Coca-Cola Freestyle

For Only

$8.97*

* Small upcharge for premium toppings. No substitutions.TD-0000286006
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SOUTHEAST EXOTIC BIRD FAIR
MAY 20-21 2017 At North Florida Fairgrounds

Show Hours: Sat & Sun 9am -4pm.

441 E Paul Russell Rd. Tallahassee FL 32301

www.southeastexoticbirdfair.com

Admission

is $4.00
Every type

of cage, toys

and feedand feed

Kids 16 & under

are FREE! Exotic

bids from finches

to macaws!!

Sharlotte Rose 
Klaira Lee

April 9
The daughter of Miesha 

Barrington – Lee and Luther 
Lee. Happy birthday princess 
from all of us! We love you.

BIRTHDAY
happy

T L H  LO C A L

Every
Thursday
night, you
can be
certain of
where
you’ll find
Heather
Watson. An
original

member of Voces Ange-
lorum, she joins her 20
chorus-mates in song for
two hours every week —
a diverse choir varying
in age and experience,
and composed of every-
one from state workers
and legislators to local
musicians or former
music students. These
rehearsals are vital as
they near their annual
spring concert, “The Poet
Sings,” which will pre-
miere at Goodwood Mu-
seum & Gardens’ Car-
riage House Sunday, May
21. 

Founded in 2000 by
Charlie Witmer, Voces
Angelorum has served
the Tallahassee commu-
nity as one of the only
women’s choirs for near-
ly two decades. Watson
clearly recalls Witmer
pitching his vision to
several church and com-
munity groups, inspiring
her to audition. She’s
been with Voces ever
since and has seen its
transition from Witmer,
who unfortunately
passed away in 2012, to
current director Scott
Leaman.

“We appreciate both
directors for their differ-
ences,” Watson said.
“With Charlie, this was
his vision, so he put a lot
of effort into the group
and made nice repertoire
choices. Scott is fun and
energetic and has a lot of
knowledge, so he brings
a lot of experience to the
table. I think what we
really enjoyed about both
of them is they bring
different things to the
table.”

Watson’s own interests
and experience with
music grew from the
time she was a middle
school student under
instructor Wanda Rivera.
Watson went on to attend
Leon High School and
was part of Judy Arthur’s
choral programs. While
she participated in all the
choral programs, her
highlights from that time
included being a part of
All-State choirs, the Cap-
ital Singers, and serving
as the student director
for the Madrigals.

Watson earned her
bachelor’s degree in
voice from Florida State
University’s College of
Music, and was able to
work with legendary
visiting artists like Rob-
ert Shaw. Her passion for
singing flourished as she
continued to be coached
and inspired by local and
international artists.
Opera singer, Renée
Fleming, serves as a
source of admiration as
Watson aims to emulate
her timeless technique
and style. Among her
most influential teachers
from the past decade,
however, is Tallahassee-
based instructor Carla
Connors.

“I really look up to
Carla because she’s an
amazing singer and
teacher,” says Watson.
“It’s hard to explain, but
there’s something that’s
really magical about her
when she gets onstage.
She’s a really good inter-
preter and she’s got such

a voice and sound that is
a combination of fire,
sparks and storytelling.”

Continually honing
her craft, Watson has
traveled all over the state
with the Festival Singers
of Florida, a professional
level choir directed by
Kevin Fenton, on what
she calls the “choir mara-
thon” of intense rehears-
als and concerts. As for
her own style, she consid-
ers her voice and music
to be the ultimate com-
munication tool, and
always aspires to come
across as candid and
sincere.

“It is something that
touches everybody in
different ways,” Watson
said. “It can be very up-
lifting in difficult times
and I think music is al-

ways a positive influence
in the world. It feeds not
only my soul, but a lot of
souls, and gives you a
peace and comfort.”

Watson’s involvement
in Voces Angelorum has
served as home base for
the past 17 years. Cur-
rently, she serves as
president of the group,
handling administrative
tasks such as setting
concert dates and curat-
ing promotional materi-
als, all while singing
soprano in the collective.

Voces performs twice
a year, collaborating with
local venues such as
Westminster Oaks, the
Lighthouse Children’s
Home, and the First
Presbyterian downtown.
They’ve also branched
out over the years and
have performed in Perry,
Apalachicola, and Quin-
cy. Out of all their perfor-
mances, Watson most
enjoys the community
outreach they do with the

older adult populations.
“There’s an education-

al and communal aspect
of music that’s lifelong,”
Watson said. “A lot of the
seniors we perform for
have musical back-
grounds, so I think it’s
nice for them to have the
opportunity to reach
back a little bit and
they’re always so appre-
ciative. The most re-
warding part is seeing

how our audience is af-
fected by our concerts,
and being able to share
our art and what we love
to do with our sup-
porters.”

For their upcoming
spring concert, Watson
hopes attendees will find
a new appreciation for
classical poets like Emily
Dickinson, Robert Frost
and William Shake-
speare. Director Leaman
chose from an array of
written poetry, which
was set to music by an
assortment of interna-
tional composers. Wat-
son’s favorite selections
include the emotional
Dickinson’s “Heart, We
Will Forget Him!,” and
Shakespeare’s “It Was a
Lover and His Lass.”

The latter will sand-
wich the performance,
opening the show with
Thomas Morley’s renais-
sance version and closing
with John Rutter’s more
contemporary interpre-

tation. Every ticket will
include admission to the
concert, unlimited wine,
and hors d’oeuvres. Wat-
son is also excited for the
chorus to partner with
local artist, Pattie Maney
who will be donating half
of her art sales to the
group. 

“It will be a nice after-
noon where you’ll get a
combination of visual
arts and music,” said
Watson. “Through the
musical compositions the
poems are brought to life
in a different way, and I
believe music is that
global communicator,
where you can relate to
other people and con-
nect.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org
).

Listen for the poets at Voces Angelorum 
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

Music Director Scott Leaman leads Voces Angelorum as they perform at the Goodwood Museum and Gardens. The spring concert is May 21. 

If you go
What: Voces Angelorum
Spring Choral Concert “The
Poet Sings”
When: 2-6 p.m. Sunday, May
21
Where: Goodwood Museum
& Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee
Road
Cost: $25 per person 
Contact: For more informa-
tion, call 850-510-5908 or
email vocesangelorum@com-
cast.net.

Watson

HEATHER WATSON

Voces Angelorum rehearse for spring concert set for May 21. 


