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T
he Chiles High School auditorium
recently resonated with the
voices of nearly 200 elementary
students. Representing 20
schools, these vocalists were part
of the 2016 Leon County Elemen-

tary Honor Chorus. For the last 16 years,
this special program has provided an
opportunity for young singers to per-
form and celebrate their love of music
with their teachers, their loved ones and
the entire community.

While offering words of encourage-
ment, Superintendent Jackie Pons
shared a personal memory with the stu-
dents. “I love music and I love to sing.
When I was in chorus, my teacher, who I
loved, used to tell me that I didn’t have
to sing very loud. It was OK if I kind of
kept it quiet. Now that I’m older I won-
der if I wasn’t a great singer, but I still
love it anyway. Keep loving the arts, it’s
the key to your success.”

The Honor Chorus program includes
an advocacy speaker, and this year For-
est Van Camp was invited to speak about
the importance of music education. As a
former educator, administrator and
school board member, he emphasized
what students have to look forward to.
“This is not the end for you to partici-
pate in chorus. I know that some of you
are going to middle school next year,
and there are art programs, music pro-
grams, band and so much more waiting
for you.” 

One of the most remarkable aspects
of the Honor Chorus concert is that,
until the morning of the event, the stu-
dents have never sung together. With 20
schools participating, multiple group

rehearsals are not logistically practical,
so much of the preparation occurs in
small student ensembles at their re-
spective schools. Students who are in-
terested in being part of Honor Chorus
work with their own music teachers to
learn these songs before or after school.

Randy Baez, music teacher at DeSoto
Trail and co-founder of the Honor
Chorus, explained how it all comes to-
gether. “I work with my kids in my own
style, and the other teachers work with
their kids, and they are all ready to do
the best of their best. For some of these
students, this is the first time they have
ever done a concert, and to do it at this
magnitude, it’s great. The most amazing
thing is that these kids have never seen
each other. They came this morning for
the one group rehearsal, and it’s like
magic. They opened their mouths and
sang and it sounds beautiful.” 

This magic is due entirely to the dedi-
cation and expertise of our local music
instructors and the leadership of the
concert’s choral director. This year, Dr.
Suzanne Byrnes took on that role. She is
the director of the FSU Capital Chil-
dren’s Choir and a music education pro-
fessor. Though this was also her first
time working with this particular group
of singers, she felt the cooperative spir-
it. “We worked really hard to mesh all of
these wonderful schools and teachers
together, and I got 200 high-fives on the
way in.” 

That energy was palpable throughout
the program all the way to the last song,
titled “We Are One.” The sentiment of
the piece was not lost on these young
artists, especially Buck Lake fifth-grad-
er Hailey Burke. Though she found it
“kind of difficult to make your voice
match other peoples’ voices,” the end
result “sounded like one giant voice and
that was what the song was about. It was
really cool to hear it and to be thinking
about the song at the same time, to be
singing it with everyone else and having
a great time with them.” 

Hailey’s mom, Danielle Burke, has
noticed a difference in Hailey’s overall
maturity this year and she feels it has a
lot to do with her music training. “In
music, you don’t always get what you
want, you might not get the solo or the 
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1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

Young Honor
Chorus members
learn skills for life
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS 

Suzanne Byrnes directs the Honor Chorus.
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Students sing 
“We Are One” 

during the 
Honor Chorus

concert.

See Singers, Page 2C

Limelight Extra:
Take in Drive-By
Truckers, regatta
and rock ballet
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment
plans every Wednesday, and pick up the
Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

MOVIES

AFTER THE CAT: Two middle-class
cousins (Keegan-Michael Key, Jordan
Peele) pose as street-tough thugs to
retrieve their beloved kitty from a
dangerous drug dealer (Method
Man) and his dangerous gang in
the action-comedy “Keanu.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at AMC
20 and Governor’s Square.

GO SEE YOUR MOM: A
workaholic television host (Julia
Roberts), an unhappily divorced
woman (Jennifer Aniston) and her
pal (Kate Hudson) work through
their various family issues during a
holiday gathering in the ensemble
comedy “Mother’s Day.” It’s rated PG-13
and opens Friday at AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square. 

‘RATCHET’ IT UP: Inspired by a video game,
a fox-like creature and a tiny robot become
an unlikely team to save their planet from
total destruction in the animated action pic
“Ratchet & Clank.” It’s rated PG and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square. 

BOXING DAY IN CANADA:
During 2012 in Ottawa, a liberal,
low-ranking member of
Parliament challenges a
conservative senator to a boxing
match in the name of charity and the
neo-con tries to knock his head off in the documentary “God Save Justin
Trudeau.” It’s being shown Friday through Sunday by The Tallahassee Film
Society at All Saints Cinema. It’s not rated but it contains profanity and
violence. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

MEET THE HIGH PRIESTESS: Rediscover a ferocious talent from the South
in “The Amazing Nina Simone,” which traces the singer-pianist’s career
from her impoverished childhood to recording hits as The High Priestess of
Soul to her role in the civil rights movement. It’s being shown Saturday
and Sunday at All Saints Cinema. It’s not rated but contains profanity. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com. 

THE VIEW FROM HERE: Astronauts from different nations observe Earth
from the viewpoint of the orbiting International Space Station when the
Jennifer Lawrence-narrated documentary “A Beautiful Planet” opens
Friday at the IMAX Theatre in the Challenger Learning Center on Kleman
Plaza. It’s not rated. 

DANCE

GET READY TO ROCK: There won’t be any highfalutin ballet-school
attitude when World Ballet presents its hard-driving, guitar-shredding,
high-jumping “World of Rock” concert at 7:30 p.m. Saturday and 2:30
p.m. Sunday in Lee Hall Auditorium, on the FAMU campus. Tickets are $35
and $15. Call 553-3315 or visit www.worldballetinc.org.

ART

PAINTINGS WITH A POINT: Hear Tallahassee painter Alexa Kleinbard
discuss her vivid artwork and environmentally driven message when she
takes viewers on a tour through her career-spanning “Observations of the
Natural World (1982-2016)” from 5 to 7 p.m. Thursday at the 621 Gallery,
621 Industrial Drive in the Railroad Square Art Park. It’s free to the public
and suitable for families. Visit www.621gallery.org.

THEATER

‘ONCE’ UPON A TIME: An Irish street musician falls for a Czech pianist
and the characters become the orchestra when Opening Nights
Performing Arts festival presents the national Broadway tour of the
musical “Once” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at Tucker Civic Center. The musical
was nominated for 11 Tonys and won eight. Tickets are $55, $70, and $85.
Visit https://openingnights.fsu.edu/performer/once/

WORLD BALLET, INC.

Anakarin Smith kicks out the jams
this weekend in World Ballet’s
original dance concert “World of
Rock” in Lee Hall Auditorium.

See Limelight, Page 3C
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Actress Anouk Aimee is 84. Singer Cuba
Gooding of the Main Ingredient is 72.
Singer Ann Peebles is 69. Singer Kate
Pierson of The B-52’s is 68. Singer Herbie
Murrell of The Stylistics is 67. Guitarist Ace
Frehley (Kiss) is 65. Singer Sheena Easton
is 57. Singer Mica Paris is 47. Singer Jim
James of My Morning Jacket is 38. Singer-
guitarist Travis Meeks of Days of the New
is 37. Actress Ari Graynor (“Nick and

Norah’s Infinite Playlist”) is 33. Singer-guitarist Patrick
Stump of Fall Out Boy is 32. Singer Nick Noonan of Kar-
min is 30. Actress Emily Rios (“Breaking Bad”) is 27.

Rios

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). Emotional-energy-saving tip of
the day: Take a gentle, nonconfrontational approach to
communication. Avoid if you must. Defer if you can. Flattery
and sweetness will work wonders, as will a gracious exit
strategy.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’ll have a clear sense of
what you need to do. Getting yourself to actually do it is
another story. Mostly this is a matter of being organized and
falling into a routine that can be easily repeated.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). With Mercury as your guiding
planet, you’re keenly aware of the opportunities to be seized
before tomorrow’s retrograde. There’s such confidence in
your approach that others can’t help but follow your lead.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The club you’re in now is a very
small one. Cherish the other members. Only the ones who are
in your league know and appreciate all the work that goes
into playing at this particular level.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll meet one who has succeeded
at this game already and overcome surprising obstacles to do
so. For you to win at this too, you’ll need to train hard. Much
will depend on the internal fortitude.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll find yourself enjoying the
very same thing that others are stressing over. There is oppor-
tunity in this dynamic. Perhaps you can relieve their pain for a
fee. You truly want others to have as much ease in life as you
do.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Moving forward can be scary, and
yet right now you feel oddly undaunted by the prospect.
Perhaps you sense there’s something very familiar to embrace
a few steps beyond where you are. Rushing ahead feels like
coming home.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Do a quick self-esteem check. It
would be a shame not to fully accept the abundance this day
has to offer you because you simply don’t think you deserve
it. You do! And how!

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). The difference between
excitement and anxiety is a belief that you’re safe in the
world. You are, so relax. Once you do that, you can direct
your energy in a most productive manner.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll follow a direction,
stand in a line, see a need and fill it, all in the name of duty.
Don’t let this take over your whole day! There really is time to
energize your spirit by doing what you want to do, if you
make it a priority.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Maybe you don’t know exact-
ly how to say what you need to say, but open up and try
anyway. You’ll be extremely effective in getting your point
across; the language of emotions is universal.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Is the relationship progressing
or regressing? Don’t worry too much about it now. Instead,
just be mindful not to get too comfortable where you are,
and welcome change in whatever form it shows up.

Today’s birthday (April 27). Your rules for yourself are
what keep you on track, and you’ll make some stellar ones in
the next three weeks. By the end of May you’ll already see
the evidence that 2016 represents some major life improve-
ments. A big, joyful love will touch everything you do. You’ll
be changing over the next three weeks. Cancer and Virgo
adore you. Your lucky numbers are: 4, 22, 14, 11 and 29.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, April 27, the 118th day of 2016.
There are 248 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1521: Portuguese explorer Ferdinand Magellan was

killed by natives in the Philippines.
1865: The steamer Sultana, carrying freed Union prison-

ers of war, exploded on the Mississippi River near Memphis,
Tennessee; death toll estimates vary from 1,500 to 2,000.

1925: The song “Yes, Sir! That’s My Baby” by Walter
Donaldson and Gus Kahn was published by Irving Berlin, Inc.
of New York.

1941: German forces occupied Athens during World War
II.

1967: Expo ’67 was officially opened in Montreal by
Canadian Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson.

1973: Acting FBI Director L. Patrick Gray resigned after it
was revealed that he’d destroyed files removed from the
safe of Watergate conspirator E. Howard Hunt.

1982: The trial of John W. Hinckley Jr., who had shot four
people, including President Ronald Reagan, began. (The trial
ended with Hinckley’s acquittal by reason of insanity.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

Wednesday
Beginner Country Western Dance Classes: New begin-
ner country western dance classes will begin. Featuring
West Coast Swing and Cha Cha. Partners are not needed.
For more info call Sue at 445-9362. Hosted by the WTNT Rug
Cutters. 6:30 p.m. $8 at the door. American Legion Hall on
Lake Ella, 229 Lake Ella Drive. 

Thursday
Carolina Shag Beginner and Intermedi-
ate Lessons: Learn to dance the
smooth steps of Carolina shag to
favorite songs. Beginners welcome.
$5 a person, 7-9 p.m. ARTS After-
school, 3510 Weems Road.
Clogging Classes - Mountain
Dews: Beginning clogging classes
for all ages, all types of music.
6:15-7:15 p.m. Jackson Lodge, 2818
Apalachee Parkway. 
Food Truck Thursday Featuring
Tall Combo: 6-9 p.m. The Shops at
Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St. 
Free Beginner West Coast Swing Dance
Lessons: 6:30-7:30 p.m. Elks Lodge, 276 North
Magnolia Drive. 
Literary Night featuring Scott Sweeney and Jay Snod-
grass: Literary Night is thrilled to welcome two prestigious
poets from the Tallahassee community. 7 p.m. Black Dog on
The Square, 567 Industrial Drive.

Friday
“Alice in Wonderland”: The theater department at Lin-
coln High School will present Lewis Carroll’s fantasy ad-
venture 7:30 p.m. $10 adults, $5 students. Lincoln High
School 3838 Trojan Trail. Call 921-2516, ext. 1302, for tickets. 
Contra Dance: Richard Hopkins calls the dances and the
Long Forgotten String Band plays the tunes. No experience
necessary and you do not need to bring a partner. Beginners
should arrive by 7:15 for the lesson. Wear comfortable
clothes and flat soft-soled shoes. 7:30 p.m. $8 adults, $7
seniors, $5 students. Tallahassee Senior Center Ballroom,
1400 N Monroe St.
Neil Simon’s “Plaza Suite”: Hilarity abounds in this por-
trait of three couples successively occupying a suite at the
Plaza. 8 p.m. $15. TOSAC Storefront Theater, 117 S. Broad St.
Thomasville, Georgia. For more information, call 229-226-
0863 or visit www.tosac.com. 

Saturday
15th annual Kidsfest: Hands-on children’s activities, train
rides, games, bounce house, obstacle course/water slide

combo, live children’s entertainment and much more. 10
a.m.-3 p.m. $3 donation per person. North Florida Fair-
grounds, 441 Paul Russell Road. 
Annual Girl Award Ceremony for Girl Led Projects: This
year marks a special celebration as Girl Scouts across the
nation are also celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Girl
Scout Highest Award. 2-4 p.m. Faith Presbyterian Church,
2200 North Meridian Road.
Basic Needlepoint Workshop: Carole Fiore, Canopy Oaks,
co-curator, will present a workshop on basic needlepoint.
Participants will learn seven needlepoint stitches while
creating a colorful coaster. All needed materials will be
provided. 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m. $25. Lemoyne Center for The
Visual Arts-Education Complex, 417 E Call St. 
Make History, “Archi-Adventure”: Celebrate National
Preservation Month and historic buildings at the Museum of
History with fun, building-based workshops for kids and

adults. 10 a.m.-noon. $1 adults, $2 children 6+, $1 children
3-5, free for children under 3. Thomas County Mu-

seum of History, 725 N. Dawson St Thomasville,
GA 31792. 

Sunday
Lake Ella Sunday Brunch Featuring
The Electric People: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. The
Shops at Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St. 

Calendar

JULIA LUSCHER/CHRONICLE 

The Girl Scouts organization will be celebrating its 100th
anniversary on Saturday. 

Send us
information

Let us know what’s on your
schedule. Use the online form at

Tallahassee.com/calendar. The
deadline for submissions is 5p.m.
the Monday before publication.

Questions?
Call 599-2161.

Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell of
the grid. Each row,
column and region must
contain only one in-
stance of each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.

SU | DO | KU

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

song you want and you have to
realize that you’re part of a team.
I’ve seen her grow and even
though she might get a little frus-

trated, she’s able to control it and
say ‘OK, it’s somebody else’s turn
to have that part.’ ” 

Hailey’s music teacher, Barbara
Hartsfield, was thrilled to hear
this because it’s one of the many
qualities she nurtures in her stu-
dents. “When kids are into music,
that discipline of practicing and

that discipline of teamwork and
listening to one another, those are
all great skills for life.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is
the education and exhibitions di-
rector for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Singers
Continued from Page 1C

Looks like we were all wrong last week.
“Game of Thrones” opened its sixth season

with the deaths of Areo Hotah, Doran Martell and
Trystane Martell.

Too bad for them. Too bad for the show, really.
Dorne is a bit of an underutilized commodity, and it
would have been nice to see the show get some more
mileage out of some of the characters there.

No one in our dead pool predicted that trio would
kick the bucket — honestly, I didn’t think the Sand
Snakes and Ellaria Sand would get such a fun start to
the season — and now we’re in Week 2 of the “Game
of Thrones” competition.

So who dies this week? Balon Greyjoy and the Iron
Islands (noticeably absent from the season opener)
still need to be established. After last week, I wouldn’t
be shocked if Balon Greyjoy was introduced, and then
immediately killed off.

The show is full of surprises, and I’d like to see the
show do something bold by bringing back the King of
the Iron Islands and then tearing him away from
viewers. I’ll put my money on Balon this week.

Of course, other possible candidates for execution
this week include Sansa Stark (she’s being protected
by Brienne of Tarth, who essentially is a harbinger of
death these days) and the oh-so-lovable Ramsay Bol-
ton. He’s out for revenge, and revenge never goes
over well in this show.

Make your picks before Sunday at 8:59 p.m. EST.
There are plenty of people who could kick the bucket
— or have spears shoved in their faces — this week.

We’re excited that joining our dead pool competi-
tion from down south are Florida Today news col-
umnist John Torres and Sports Radio 1560 The Fan
program director and sports talk show host Mark
Moses. Their team: the Space Coast House of the
long-suffering Redskins and Bears fans. Their motto:
We want to drink grog with Tyrion.

While these two enthusiasts are sure they’re going
to win our friendly competition, the Tallahassee team
isn’t so sure. 

Mark Moses, program director and
sports talk show host/Sports Radio
1560 The Fan-Melbourne:

Jon Snow was still dead at the end of
episode 1, so team Torres/Moses was
correct after episode one. Long live the
Space Coast! Episode 2 will be the re-
venge of the Lannisters as Jamie will
kill the High Sparrow. Watch out for
The Mountain to do some damage as
well. 

John Torres, Florida Today news
columnist:

I agree with Mark that the Lannis-
ters are going to do some damage this
week — remember, a Lannister always
pays his debts — but I think it will be
time for an eye for an eye. One of the
Sand Snakes will perish maybe by ...
hmm …poison.

Neil Coker, entertainment reporter:
It’s fair to assume that the standoff

between Ser Davos’ Snow loyalists and
Alliser Thorne’s mutineers will “end
with blood” as the latter warned. Davos
and Thorne might be too compelling to
go just yet, but fans of the second-tier
character Edd should be very worried
about the fate of Jon Snow’s right-hand
man.

William Hatfield, executive editor:
It will sure be a “Shame!” when

judgment day comes for Septa Unella
in Episode 2 of Season 6. There shall be
no Mother’s Mercy for the stern, Bible-
beating priestess as the Lannister love-
birds reclaim King’s Landing and force
the flight of the High Sparrow. Sure I
could guess that Melisandre will suc-
cumb to old age after last week’s reve-
lation, but that would be too easy. See
ya, Septa!

Peter Schorsch, Extensive
Enterprises publisher:

After striking out in Episode 1,
which seemed more focused on con-
firming previous deaths than creating
new ones, I’ll double-down on the pre-
diction that Balon Greyjoy’s death will
be addressed. The Internet Movie
Database does not indicate when Pilou
Asbæk will show up as Euron Greyjoy,
but it has to happen sooner or later.
Otherwise, I’ll be back next week with
the same pick. 

Ashley White, digital producer:
Last week’s death-filled episode was

a real shocker for me; I was hoping Sun
Spear would get more screen time.
This week, Balon Greyjoy makes his
first appearance in some time, but I
don’t think he’ll die just yet. A leech
with his name was thrown into the fire,

but I think Balon Greyjoy and everyone else are safe
this episode. 

Ready to play? Place your pick before Sunday at
8:59 p.m.

TELEVISION

‘Game of Thrones’ dead pool:
experts’ picks for Week 2
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