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TLHLIFE

Florida A&M University has made
its Living-Learning Community (LLC)
Program central to the academic suc-
cess of its high achieving undergradu-
ate students. 

The six-year-old initiative, which
allows students of common academic
interests to live, work and play togeth-
er, has led to higher GPAs and im-
proved retention and graduation rates
– key metrics that count toward the
University’s Performance Based Fund-
ing from the Florida Board of Gover-
nors. 

Conducted in partnership with the
Division of Academic Affairs and the
Division of Student Affairs, the FAMU
LLC Program provides incoming fresh-
men a unique opportunity that is fo-
cused on faculty engagement, active
learning, and the ability to live and
work closely with classmates as they
matriculate through the University. 

In the fall semester, freshmen LLC
students will live together in the FAMU
Towers, the University’s newest resi-
dence hall, and participate in focused
out-of-class learning experiences
such as study groups, community ser-
vice projects, career exploration and
development, mentoring, leadership
development, research, global educa-
tion, and cultural and social activities. 

“The LLC has allowed me to learn
about networking and building con-
nections with my fellow classmates,”
said Kinnedi Bonner, a broadcast jour-
nalism student in the Journalism LLC.
“Due to COVID-19, we could not do the
normal activities in the LLC; however,
the administration has tried its best to
make it family-oriented and an overall
great learning experience.” 

In 2015, the inaugural LLC Program
began with five major-specific pro-
grams - Business, STEM, Journalism,
Allied Health Sciences, and Honors.
Since then, the offerings have grown to
13 separate LLCs representing each
school and college. More than 380
freshmen participate in the program. 

Director Brenda C.
Spencer, Ph.D., often
describes the LLC Pro-
gram as a supportive
community within a
larger supportive com-
munity. 

“The program helps
students with their aca-

demic and social transition from high
school to the University,” said Spencer,
whose office is housed in the Under-
graduate Student Success Center, 501
Orr Drive, Gore Education Complex-C
214. 

“Students thrive in and outside of
the classroom and motivate each other
to succeed.” 

The LLCs also help students create
long-lasting relationships through the
experiences and events organized to 

FAMU program
helps students
live, learn and
thrive together
Jonathan Edouard
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
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Spencer 

See FAMU, Page 2C

Great competition returns to Talla-
hassee this spring as active adults age
50+ take part in the Capital City Senior
Games from April 30 to May 11. Presented
by the City of Tallahassee, the Capital
City Senior Games is an effort to keep
Tallahassee’s senior population active
and healthy.

Registration is available online and by
phone at 850-510-5966, this year as part
of the updated health safety protocols.
Register today at Talgov.com/Senior
Games.

Registration begins at $15 for one
event and includes a T-Shirt. Each addi-
tional event will cost $3, and venue fees
apply for some events (check registra-
tion form).

Registration ends two days prior to
each competition’s event date. For the
dates, times and locations of each com-
petition, visit Talgov.com/SeniorGames.

The games feature competitions de-
signed for all fitness levels, including ar-
chery, bag toss, basketball, bowling, cy-
cling, golf, horseshoes, pickleball, swim-
ming, tennis and track and field. Pickle-
ball offers opportunities to compete in
singles, doubles and mixed doubles; ten-
nis offers doubles and mixed doubles

competitions.
To protect public health, most events

will be held outdoors; indoor competi-
tions will be held with adherence to CO-
VID-19 protocols.

Athletes and fans can help kick off the
Capital City Senior Games by viewing
the virtual Torch Run, which will debut

on April 30 at as part of the Senior Cen-
ter’s weekly Facebook Live at 10 a.m.,
just before competition begins that af-
ternoon. The virtual Torch Run will sub-
sequently air at 7 p.m. on the City of Tal-
lahassee’s Facebook page and WCOT,
the City’s government access television
station (Comcast and CenturyLink
channel 13), and be available on the
City’s YouTube channel.

If you’re interested in volunteering at
this year’s Senior Games, contact Cindy
Mead with the City’s Parks, Recreation
and Neighborhood Affairs department,
at 850-510-5966 or Cindy.Mead@Tal-
gov.com.

Organized by the City’s Parks, Recrea-
tion and Neighborhood Affairs Depart-
ment and its Senior Services division,
the Capital City Senior Games is present-
ed in partnership with Audiology Asso-
ciates of North Florida, Capital Health
Plan, Friends of Our Parks, Leon County 

Sign up opens for Capital City Senior Games
Joel Dawson,
representing
pickleball, leads
torch run at the
11th annual Capital
City Senior Games
in 2020. This year’s
games start with a
virtual Torch Run
on April 30. TORI
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The new Tallahassee Classical School opened its
doors to students in August and their art teacher,
Robert Yorke, wasted no time in outfitting his class-
room.

He applied for and received an Arts Education
Grant from the Council on Culture & Arts. The grant
was made possible this year through philanthropic
support from the Duke Energy Foundation’s Power-
ful Communities program. With the grant funds
and an additional supplement by the school, Yorke
purchased a printing press, a device of epic histori-
cal proportions that aligns closely with the school’s
liberal arts focus.

At Tallahassee Classical School, history is infused
throughout the curriculum and studied in chrono-
logical order as the backbone structure for learning,
beginning with ancients and progressing forward to
the moderns in history, science, literature, art, and
music. Subjects are interrelated and students are
taught the connections between the disciplines. 

For Yorke, a printing press offered a tangible way
to illustrate those connections.

He anticipated the press would “bring to life the
history components of my course, allowing stu-
dents an experiential knowledge of the printing

processes which have pushed our world into the
contemporary era. From the Gutenberg processes
which helped extend literacy around the world, to
the leaflets that provided for human rights dis-
course during revolutionary periods, traditional
printing has left its mark prominently on our col-
lective culture.” 

Some students bravely attempted a two color print, which requires two different plates. SPECIAL TO THE TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

PRESSING
INTEREST

Students at Tallahassee Classical School make
colorful prints with their new press. SPECIAL TO THE

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Tallahassee Classical teacher
ties lessons together 
with printing press 

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See PRESS, Page 6C
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Happy Mother’s Day

If there was a day for

everything you have given

to me as a mother, it would

be Mother’s Day every day.

Thanks for always helping

me to remember what is

important in life…and today

it is you! You’re the best!

ONLY

$1500

Sunday,
May 9th, 2021
Hurry! Deadline is
Monday, May 3rd

Please call 888-508-9353,
email TCLASS@gannettnj.com,

or visit www.tallahassee.com/celebrations
to place your ad today!

TD-GCI0601931-01

Public notices inform citizens of the changes that affect them
and their community. Some state and local officials want tomove
these notices from newspapers to government-run websites,
where they may not be easily accessed.

URGE FLORIDA LAWMAKERS TO OPPOSE HB 35 AND SB 402
These bills seek to eliminate the newspaper requirement for public
notice and allow local governments to post notices on publicly
accessible governmentwebsites and government access channels.

To learn more, visit floridapublicnotices.com

WHATARE THEY
TRYING TO HIDE?

DON’T LET FLORIDA LAWMAKERS
REMOVE YOUR RIGHT TO KNOW
Call your legislators and voice your
opinion today.

KEEP PUBLIC NOTICES IN NEWSPAPERS

It is not easy to watch friends suffer
through the horrors of a determined ef-
fort to eliminate their families and ethic
group through the tools of murder, rape,
and famine.

Husband and wife, Geb Kiros and
Tsige Tadesse were born in the Tigray
region and grew up in north west Ethio-
pia. She left Ethiopia in 1987 to live in
Greece until 1990 when she moved to
Philadelphia. She found her way to Tal-
lahassee in 2006. 

Despite all the wonderful athletes
from Ethiopia we get to watch compete
throughout the world, fabulously repre-
senting their country, there is a history of
ethnic based violence that sets the sec-
ond largest country in Africa back from

its potential. And builds resentments
that smolder and come to life again at
unexpected times. 

Following this incomprehensive vio-
lence perpetrated on her birthplace left
Tsige and Geb feeling frustrated and
helpless.

On April 11, 2021, Tsige stepped out
her front door and began running her
own personal marathon seeking to call
attention to the violence exploding in Ti-
gray.

Geb and Tsige, both members of Gulf
Winds Track Club and strong Tallahas-
see runners, have had to watch in horror
at the carnage from mass killings, vio-
lence and property destruction. They
have lost contact with their families for
long periods of time as the current gov-
ernment does its best to control the in-
formation coming in and going out from
the area. 

Tsige had signed up to run the Albany
Marathon in April and hoped to use it as
a way of calling attention the tragedy.

However, the Albany Marathon was can-
celed because of COVID-19. 

She had to make her voice heard, how-
ever. “I was hoping to run the Albany
Marathon to honor the victims of rape
and massacre back home in the Tigray
regional state, Ethiopia."

Tsige decided to create her own mara-
thon. She dedicated it to “all my people
who can’t even walk a block away from
their homes safely. 

“There have been sickening atrocities
such as rape, massacres inside churches,
burning of crops, destruction of clinics
and schools by the Ethiopian army, Am-
hara extremist expansionists, and Eri-
trean troops for the past 167 days. The
level of cruelty and hate my people have
experienced has no parallel in Ethiopia’s
history. Power and all forms of communi-
cations were blocked.” 

Tsige concluded: 
“Running is a way of releasing my an-

ger and frustration towards what has
been happening to my people. Genocide

and ethnic cleansing have been commit-
ted using bullets and starvation. This has
never happened to the people of Tigray in
their ancient history.” 

“The forecast didn’t look good, so I
mapped out a route in my neighborhood.
I started at 4:06 a.m. alone. My friend
Ruffian Tyner joined me at 5:30 a.m. and
we ran 13.1 miles. We were talking the
whole time and it made the miles fly by.
At around mile 19 my daughter Leah
came on her bike and my husband Geb
ran the last 10K with me. It took me
4:15:23 to complete the distance. 

“I know Tigray is a faraway place and
most people do not even know where it
is, but humanity connects us. Tigrayans
are feeling abandoned not only by their
government but also the entire world.”

Not even the fast feet of the Ethiopian
runners can outrun the cruelty being
dispensed. 

David Yon is addicted to running. In
his spare time, he is an attorney with the
Radey Law Firm.

Personal marathon a plea against cruelties

David Yon
Guest columnist

The allure of the printing press

The art of printmaking originated in
the Far East and dates to at least the fifth
century. Designs were carved into wood,
inked and pressed upon textiles or paper.

With an undergraduate fine art degree
in printmaking, Yorke understands the
allure of the press and predicted his stu-
dents would be captivated by the ma-
chinery and analog process.

“Their hands are so used to digital ap-
pliances. Just the idea that you have to
apply force to the press is foreign to them
because you apply no force through elec-
tronics. Printmaking is so physical and
you can’t skip any steps. It’s a lengthy
process,” Yorke said.

The inner workings of the press are
visible to the students, which allows for a
deeper understanding of how the device
works as a cohesive system and serves as
a tacit metaphor for the school’s inter-
connected curriculum. “I see students
who maybe aren’t terribly interested in
making art in general but every single
one of them is interested in that press.” 

Currently, more than 100 students in

fourth through eighth grades are using
the press. They’re learning about its his-
tory and applying their knowledge of art
elements like line weight and contour in
their compositions. Students are also
gaining mastery of the printmaking
process, including the preparation of the
printing plates where they incise their
design and apply colored ink.

Hands-on engagement with ink

Addison Davis said, “I’m surprised
how long it takes and how many steps
there are.” The seventh-grader ex-
plained, “to print, you have to carve deep
into the foam. Then you have to cover it
with ink. Then you put a piece of paper
on both sides. The last step is to roll it
through the printer.”

Eighth grader, Elijah Edwards shared
that one of the most challenging aspects
is “trying to get the best colors together
on the plate and how to do it. It got easier
when learning more about plates, print-
ing, what choices to make, and how to
make better choices.” Elijah’s favorite
part of printing “is listening to the satis-
fying sound of the roller, rolling on ink
and then rolling onto the plate.”

In addition to experiencing the de-
lights and intricacies of the process, stu-
dents are also learning about printmak-

ing’s omnipresence in the modern world.
Seventh-grader Carmen Diaz said

she’s now thinking “more about how
things around me are made. Everywhere
are signs and other prints. Pictures or
paintings in museums, stores, and res-
taurants could actually be prints, and I
had no clue.”

One of Yorke’s goals was to showcase
how much printmaking affects his stu-
dents’ everyday lives and our collective
culture.

“Once you pull out a dollar bill, all the
students are paying attention and they
didn’t realize it’s a print. The man who
illustrated Washington was a famous
artist and this dollar bill is an actual
piece of art. We talk about the utility of
that. Printmaking touches on so many
aspects of life,” said Yorke.

Connecting with physical process

One group of fifth-grade girls person-
ified that notion. “They were already en-
gaged in artmaking but after the press
arrived, and they understood that they
could make an infinite edition of prints,
they were actively trying to trade their
prints for their classmates’ printing time.
They’d created a whole bartering sys-
tem, essentially a very strange monetary
system which was super unexpected to

me,” laughed Yorke. 
As students awaken to the value,

ubiquity, and power of the press, they’re
also developing a sense of the personal
significance printmaking can have in a
world that’s increasingly more abstract
than concrete. 

“Electronic life is good in so many
ways, but it really does wash the individ-
ual in this noise. For students to poke
their heads above that and make a phys-
ical thing that’s theirs; a manifestation
of their mind that they made real is really
unusual for them,” Yorke said.

“Contemporary life is so smooth be-
cause we don’t want anyone to get hurt
and we’d prefer people to be happy and
that’s all good. But if you create a com-
pletely smooth environment, that tex-
ture is missing. For some students, it’s
like they’re scrambling for purchase.
When you give a kid a physical art proc-
ess, it’s like a hand hold, something for
them to dwell upon.”

This article is part of COCA’s Creativ-
ity Persists collection and highlights how
area arts educators are continuing to
teach and inspire during the COVID-19
pandemic. Amanda Karioth Thompson
is the Assistant Director for the Council
on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 
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