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TLHLIFE

In 2017, Anita Miller took to the stage
as Ofelia in Tallahassee Hispanic Thea-
ter’s production of “Anna in the Trop-
ics.” As Miller portrayed the matriarch
of the Nilo Cruz play, she couldn’t help
but reflect on her own mother who had
passed away suddenly just one year pri-
or to the production. 

“My role was an homage and tribute

to my mother, grand-
mother and aunt and an
expression of my admira-
tion for those women
who had such a profound
effect on my life,” says
Miller. “I tried to connect
with their love, selfless-

ness, fierce loyalty to their families,
sense of fun and love of dance, music
and parties. Through this play, I was
able to let go and give voice to what I had

observed as a child.” 
Miller helped to co-found the Talla-

hassee Hispanic Theater in 2016 with
artistic director and president Alejandra
Gutiérrez. The group recently presented
their Third Micro Theater Festival in
March which is available for viewing on-
line through the end of April. The idea of
“micro” festivals originated in Madrid,
Spain, and Miller says it was Gutiérrez’s 

Anita Miller works to make ‘micro’ fest a cultural gift
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Miller

If you go
What: Third Micro Theater Festival 

When: Available to view online through
April 30 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information and to
access the festival, please visit
https://www.tallahasseehispanic
theater.org/. 

See MICRO FEST, Page 3C

It’s an adventurous feeling when you paddle
up a remote creek in the Apalachicola Basin.
The waterway begins to narrow until you feel
embraced by an arching canopy of trees.

Wood ducks call as they fly away and occa-
sionally a turtle plops off a log or you startle a
large gar fish, or something bigger. Maybe a ga-
tor… But mostly there is stillness and few hu-
man noises. Even your companions start to
whisper in order to not break the spell.

The Apalachicola Basin has more than 400
miles of side streams. Some, known as tribu-
taries, feed the Apalachicola River with fresh-
water and nutrients from the floodplain, while
others, known as distributaries, carry water
from the river into the floodplain or parts of
Apalachicola Bay.

It is like a giant capillary system that pulses
through the largest forested floodplain in Flori-
da.

In the late winter and early spring, I had the
good fortune of working with two FSU stu-
dents, Tyler Osha and Dasha Kosheleva, on a
Sustainability Fellows project to create story
maps of some of the Apalachicola Basin’s many
hiking and paddling trails.

Fountain Hutchison and large cypress on Kennedy
Creek. DOUG ALDERSON

Up a
creek

Paddlers help create story
map of Apalachicola Basin 

Doug Alderson
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See BASIN, Page 2C
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Aries (March 21-April 19). The people
close to you should have your best inter-
ests at heart. As for those competitive
“friends” who wish you weren’t as great
as you are – they may still have a place in
your life, but it’s not in the inner circle.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). One can-
not grow and still hang on to the same
old negativity. Because you love your
own development, you drop anything
that smacks of petty grievances, and
with a light heart, you move forward.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ve
learned the subtle signals your loved
ones give when something is bothering
them. You’ll gently tease out the story in
just the manner that cracks open the
trouble, airing it to the daylight.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). There’s a
sister, or a sisterlike person, who needs
what you can give. If you give it, you
might never be repaid, and yet you will
also be richer for having offered.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You know how
to impress others, but it’s a hollow win.
It’s far better to impress yourself, and if
you happen to pick up any accolades
along the way, you’ll consider it a bonus.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). When they
come with questions you can answer, it
feels good to help. When they come to
you with questions you can’t answer, it
gives you ideas about what to learn.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’re just
following your curiosity and doing your
job, but you end up growing your exper-
tise in the process, and your influence
naturally expands. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s hap-
pened before that you got what you
wanted and then were vaguely unsatis-
fied. This time, you’ll question your
wants and get to the bottom of why you
want it.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Focus
on what there is to be happy about. To
appreciate and enjoy where you’re at is
more than just a good practice; it’s a tool
that keeps you connected to the best
parts of your humanity.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Most
judgments are made so quickly you
hardly know you are making them. It
takes self-awareness to pause and ask
questions before rendering a decision.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Everyone
is looking for that person who makes
them feel more alive. But today, that
comes through a situation that calls out
the best that’s inside you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). It is said
that one cannot mourn a thing that was
never possessed. This adage only holds
for those with lesser imaginations than
you. You can embody a dream that to
celebrate or mourn it follows naturally.

HOROSCOPES

Today is Sunday, April 18, the 108th
day of 2021. There are 257 days left in
the year. 

On this date in: 
1775: Paul Revere began his famous

ride from Charlestown to Lexington,
Massachusetts, warning colonists that
British Regular troops were approach-
ing.

1831: The University of Alabama in
Tuscaloosa was officially opened. 

1906: A devastating earthquake
struck San Francisco, followed by rag-
ing fires; estimates of the final death
toll range between 3,000 and 6,000.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actor Hayley Mills is
75. Actor James Woods
is 74. Actor Rick Mora-
nis is 68. Actor Eric
Roberts is 65. Actor
Jane Leeves (“Hot In
Cleveland,” “Fraiser”) is
60. Ventriloquist Jeff

Dunham is 59. Talk show host Conan
O’Brien is 58. Actor Eric McCormack
(“Will and Grace”) is 58. Actor Melissa
Joan Hart (“Sabrina the Teenage
Witch”) is 45. Actor America Ferrera
(“Ugly Betty”) is 37. Actor Vanessa
Kirby (“The Crown”) is 33. 

BIRTHDAYS

O’Brien

brainchild to bring the concept to Talla-
hassee. 

Typically performed in a small venue
for an intimate, traveling audience, the
festival was held at the Goodwood Mu-
seum and Gardens for two years before
being presented in an online format giv-
en COVID-19 distancing restrictions.
This year the festival features record-
ings of three short Hispanic plays:
“Mosquita muerta (The Dead Mosqui-
to),” “The Russian Plan” and “The Union
of Maite and Jose, Inc.” 

“I love how the arts have adapted to
the changing world because of the pan-
demic,” says Miller, who helped to orga-
nize the filming of the festival at the
Monticello Opera House. “They didn’t
stop, they just found a new way to do it,
and that’s been really inspiring to me.” 

While her introduction to Hispanic
theater and literature came later in her
acting career, Miller credits Gutiérrez
with helping her to connect with her
mother’s Columbian heritage. Miller
grew up in the Panama Canal Zone in
the 1960s and 1970s in a bi-cultural and
bi-lingual world. 

In her home, she spoke English given
her father’s American background, but
was determined to speak Spanish flu-
ently so she could communicate with
her mother and maternal grandparents
and cousins.

She was introduced to theater in
fourth grade, but truly fell in love with
the art form while watching lavish Pan-
amanian community theater produc-
tions every summer. With the encour-
agement of her high school theater
teacher, Rick Johnston, Miller devel-
oped her talents onstage in productions
of “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” “Our
Town” and “Antigone.” 

“When you are onstage and you are
performing something that you’ve
worked on, your performance is en-
riched by the audience’s enjoyment of it
and their response to it,” says Miller.
“It’s a symbiotic relationship. You are
experiencing that moment together and
that’s when the magic happens.” 

Miller earned a dual degree from
Northwestern University, taking classes
in radio, television, film, acting and
communications. She worked intern-
ships at television stations and was
married shortly after graduating. Miller
then spent several years away from the
stage and poured her passion and focus
into raising her five children. 

It wasn’t until her daughter got in-
volved with theater in school that Miller
stepped back into the arts. She audi-
tioned for and landed a role in Monticel-
lo Opera House’s production of “Steel
Magnolias” in 2010 and has never
looked back.

Miller has acted in Florida State Uni-

versity student films and participated
in Theater with a Mission’s golden age
Spanish plays. Additionally, she
serves as a board member and secre-
tary for Tallahassee Hispanic Theater.
She feels proud to contribute to an or-
ganization with a mission that is close
to her heart. 

“Once I met Alejandra, I just felt like
I had found my theater home,” says
Miller. “I try to support her vision and
help her with whatever she needs. In
our mission statement we talk about
creating cross cultural interactions
and bridges. I want folks to come to our
plays and appreciate all aspects of His-
panic culture and art.” 

While the Third Micro Festival per-
severed in an online format this
spring, Miller says the group already
has their sights set on the Fourth Micro
Festival that is slated for August. The
Tallahassee Hispanic Theater is plan-
ning to return to the Goodwood Mu-
seum and present a mixture of serious
and comedic plays, many which will be
translated by Gutiérrez into English for
the first time. 

Miller says they hope to have music
and food vendors but are still working
out the details given social distancing
measures. Ultimately, no matter the
shape the festival takes, she is hopeful
that the troupe can continue to build
bridges between cultures. 

“I see the Micro Theater Festival as
a way to bring everyone together,” says
Miller. “This is our gift to you, whether
it’s the beautiful music, the plays or
the food. Experience our Hispanic cul-
ture in all these different ways and,
hopefully, when you hear someone
speaking Spanish or you run across a
Hispanic person, maybe you’ll have a
little more appreciation for that per-
son. Appreciation and tolerance.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Micro festival
Continued from Page 1C

The Third Micro Theater Festival is
available to view online through April
30. PROVIDED

A quick look at the devastating re-
sult of excessive speed: Professional
golf legend Tiger Woods is home re-
covering from critical injuries sus-
tained when his SUV went off the road
striking a hefty sign and trees. Woods
concedes he doesn’t know exactly
what happened or how fast he was go-
ing.

So armed with information down-
loaded from the vehicle event data re-
corder (EDR), the investigating officer
told Woods what happened. Tiger
Woods now understands how fast he
was driving, reaching 80 MPH. 

I bring this up because it is a good
example of how rattled a motorist can
be when involved in a severe traffic
crash. Drivers earnestly try to tell
crash investigators what happened,
but it quickly becomes apparent to the
officer the poor guy doesn’t really
know what happened. So after down-
loading the data from the EDR we can
share with the vehicle operator pre-
cisely what did happened. 

Trying to convince a traffic homi-
cide investigator you were not speed-
ing, you applied brakes, that you tried
to steer away from the crash is of no
consequence because how you as the
vehicle operator was handling the
controls is a matter of fact. 

Facts of a traffic crash don’t come
only from what you say. If you were
driving within the posted speed the
officer will tell you, if you applied
brakes the officer will tell you that too. 

I never expected the driver involved
in a severe crash involving multiple
vehicles, injury or death to be able to
tell me what happened or what caused
the crash. That would be unfair and
asking to much of the upset driver. So
after talking with him and witnesses,
after taking all forensic information
from the crash site and completing my
investigation, I would tell him what
happened and why. 

Q. Sandy has hit on a topic of great
concern for me and those traveling

Miccosukee Road and other canopy
roads. Trees! In Sandy’s case the car
must be driven partially into Miccosu-
kee Road when pulling out of Miles
Johnson Road to be able to see around
the big oak tree and know if traffic is
coming from the east. Sandy writes: “a
catastrophe waiting to happen. I am for
protecting trees but I must value human
life first.” 

A. Traffic engineers, actually any
professional involved in transportation
safety, do not condone fixed objects ad-
jacent to a roadway edge. Not only do
the trees obstruct sight distance of on-
coming traffic, if someone drifts onto
the shoulder a tree in close proximity
can cause a death.

Through the years that is exactly
what has happened on Miccosukee
Road. And Centerville Road. 

As Sandy, I like trees. I also like
shrubbery, flowers and all beautifica-
tion of property be it private or public.
Even canopy roads. However when we
accept human death as a consequence
of beautification I strongly object. 

If we were to incorporate a safe zone
on what are now our hazardous canopy
roads we would still have the canopy of
tree branches over the road some hold
so dear. A safe zone with respect to the
posted speed would find many more
trees along the perimeter of the safe
zone. 

Q. Terry sounds the alert traffic is go-
ing to increase significantly at Thomas-
ville Road and Chancellorsville Drive
when 36 new homes are completed and
occupied in the new Oxford Gate subdi-
vision. Terry believes the potential for
traffic crashes will also increase if the
intersection is not signalized. 

A. Thank you, Terry for the heads up.
A traffic signal might be warranted on
volume alone without waiting for the fa-
tal crash. 

For those keeping an eye on matters
of local interest before it happens; I rec-
ommend taking the opportunity to visit
the virtual tour of the Multi-Use Trail
Feasibility Study - Virtual Exhibit. Go to
the Capital Region Transportation Plan-
ning Agency website: crtpa.org. 

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State
Trooper. Write to crashsites@embarq-
mail.com.

Tiger Woods’ crash is a
lesson in excessive speed

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist


