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‘S
ometimes you stumble upon something and you don’t know where it’s going to go but you just risk it.” These wise

words from Chiles High School 12th-grader Katie Parmalee would make raku masters proud.

A Japanese ceramic technique, raku originated in the 16th century. Though the western version differs from the

traditional eastern practice, the guiding philosophy remains intact – embrace the unpredictable.

Chiles art teacher, Teresa Coates, explained that in art, “a lot of times the process is more important than the product.” Raku is

one example and she wanted her students to experience it first-hand. She applied for and received an Arts Education Grant from

the Council on Culture & Arts. With the grant funds supplied by Kia of Tallahassee, she was able to purchase the necessary tools

and equipment including “raku glazes which are very expensive.”

After Coates presented the back-
ground and fundamentals, her students
researched raku on their own and cre-
ated hand-built pots. The pots were
bisque fired in a traditional kiln to drive
off the moisture in the clay, then they
were ready to accept the glaze. “The
most dazzling glazes have copper in
them and the higher the copper content
the more metallic and mystical looking
it is,” said Coates. 

Twelfth-grader McKenzie Teems ex-
perimented with a resist glazing tech-
nique. “I taped off two strips,” she ex-
plained. With the tape in place, she
glazed her bisque fired pot. “Then I
peeled off the tape,” revealing the un-
glazed areas which, when put through
the raku process, “would become black
where I had taped it off.” Even with this
forethought and planning, McKenzie
acknowledged “you never really know 

Chiles art teacher Teresa Coates get a hand from students Nathan Stratton and Cody Rising. KELLY LITTLE
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TLHLife

Love your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

$250 OFF YOUR ORDER*

YOUR DREAM KITCHEN,

Schedule your free design consultation (850) 354-6988
*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 04/30/2018. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.

without a renovation.

Movies

CAT FEST: Studio Ghibli Fest 2018
comes to Tallahassee with “The Cat Re-
turns” which tells the story of Haru, a
young girl who saves a cat crossing the
street who stands on his hind legs to
thank her. Later she is visited by the cat
king who wants her to marry into the
family. It’s rated G and opens Sunday at
Governor’s Square and runs to Tuesday. 

HERE WE GO: A son is put to the test
when his father’s dying wish is to travel
to the holy city of Varanasi to die with
his soul saved in “Hotel Salvation.” It’s
not rated and plays Friday, Saturday and
Sunday at All Saints Cinema. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

SAY WHAT: Amy Schumer stars in
the new “I Feel Pretty” which follows
an insecure woman who, upon waking
up from a fall, believes herself to be the
most gorgeous woman in the room. It’s
rated PG13 and opens Friday at AMC 20

and Governor’s Square.
SECOND SUPER: The law enforce-

ment team is back together in “Super
Troopers 2” when Mac, Thorny, Foster,
Rabbit and Farva have to settle an inter-
national border dispute. It’s rated R and
opens Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square. 

TOWARD TENSER TIMES: German
construction workers in Bulgaria have
to navigate in unfamiliar culture while
bridging social and language barriers to
keep tensions from breaking in the
movie “Western.” It’s not rated and
plays Saturday, Sunday and Saturday,
April 28 at All Saints Cinema. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com. 

Theater

WOULDN’T IT BE LOVERLY?: A
cockney flower girl takes speech lessons
in order to become transformed into an
elegant lady in the Tony Award-winning
musical “My Fair Lady” at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday, 2:30 p.m. Sunday at
Quincy Music Theatre, 118 East Wash-
ington, Quincy. Tickets are $18, $15 for
seniors and students with ID. Visit
www.qmt.org or call 850-875-9444. 

BRING ON THE ‘RAIN’: During the
transition from silent pictures to talkies,
a movie diva with a grating voice is go-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Find art in the park, Pridefest in the plaza
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Democrat staff 

See LIMELIGHT EXTRA, Page 2C

RAKU RESILIENCE 
Chiles students embrace unpredictability of metallic glazes 

McKenzie Teems used a resist glaze technique seen on her finished
raku ware, left. KELLY LITTLE.

Amanda Karioth Thompson | Council on Culture & Arts

See RAKU, Page 3C
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Tallahassee

Orchid

Society
52nd Annual

Orchid Show and Sale
Plant sales, Local Art, Chiles High School Art,

Bonsai, Potting Supplies

April 21st 10am to 5pm

April 22nd 10am to 5pm

Doyle Conner

Agricultural Center

3125 Conner Blvd

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Free Admission
www.tallyorchid.org

Or 850-320-6566 for more info
TD-GCI0038522-01

TD-GCI0039649-01

The 2018 "Rock The Dock Fishing Tournament"
being held April 28-30 in Panacea will present on
Saturday the Walt Widener Kayak Grand Slam
Award in recognition of Walter T.S. Widener. Among
other Kayak events, he was an avid participant in
this annual tournament and has been featured in the
Florida Sportsman Magazine.

Walt Widener was a resident of Tallahassee and
held the position of Prosecuting Attorney for the
Department of Health in Tallahassee. His second
residence was on his beloved St George Island which
he often frequented for his Kayak adventures.

2018 Rock The Dock Fishing Tournament
April 27th-29th

Spring into
New Beginnings

Spring is the perfect time for new friends,
new adventures and new beginnings!

From themoment you enter our beautiful community, we’ll treat you
as amember of our family. Like any gracious Southern home, you’ll

be greeted with smiling faces andwarm hospitality.

Tallahassee

ALF #9730

100 JohnKnox Road
Tallahassee, FL 32303

www.HarborChaseTallahassee.com

Call today to schedule your exclusive tour!
(850) 517-1811

Wellness Tips for
Seniors Seminar

Thursday, April 19th 3pm

RSVP to (850) 517-1811

Truly Working for and Earning Your Business Everyday

Pergola’s • Screen Rooms • Decks • Patio Covers

Pre-Spring Fling
Up to 15% Off on ALL Patio Products

Tallahassee’s Premier Patio and Aluminum Product Designer.

Military and Senior Discounts Available.

TD-TLH0005028-02

CBC 1262065

850-391-9479
www.DMCTallahassee.com

what you’re going to have in the end.”
Nathan Stratton helped facilitate the

raku firing, an endeavor requiring focus
and an understanding of safe proce-
dures.

The 11th-grader explained the set up
of the outdoor raku kiln which was built
upon several layers of concrete. “Heat
bricks made a platform, then we used
more heat bricks to create a funnel
shape. On top of that was the large stone
plate where we put the pots. The pro-
pane torch was aimed underneath that
plate and the actual kiln was then
placed over the whole assembly. The
heat would circulate around and build
up inside.”

The pots can be viewed through three
strategically placed venting holes. Na-
than knew when they were hot enough
by watching the glaze which he said
should “be visibly shiny and molten. It
can be hard to tell so you’ve got to do a
little bit of guess work but it’s better to
err on the side of caution and wait a little
bit too long than not long enough.”

He continued, “at this point you have
to work relatively quickly. You pull the
pots out and put them into the metal
trash bins with the newspaper clip-
pings. The lid goes on to prevent them
from flaming up and getting out of con-
trol. It traps the air in so we get nice
smoke on the sides of the pots.” This

also reduces the amount of oxygen,
leading to more lustrous surfaces.

For the pots, this is a violent change.
They careen between a kiln temper-
ature of more than 1800 degrees to an
ambient temperature in a matter of sec-
onds. This rapid cooling results in ther-
mal shock and may destroy the artist’s
work.

But this is where Coates hopes her
students find the most meaning. “Often,
the more beautiful something is, the
more fragile, the more ephemeral it is. If
you want that beauty, you have to take
that chance. Everything is fragile in life
and they need to know that everything
is a learning process, not everything is
going to work out.”

Though Nathan didn’t make a pot, he
found this to be true in the firing itself.
“We ran into trouble with some little
things, but nothing we couldn’t figure
out,” he said.

“In life, you’re always going to en-
counter issues and things won’t always
go as you expect. The ability to analyze
those problems, come up with solu-
tions, and work effective with other
people is what sets those who are very
good in their respective fields apart. It’s
not necessarily having a lot of raw
knowledge but being able to adapt and
figure things out. That’s applicable to
basically anything you do.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Raku
Continued from Page 1C

McKenzie Teems and Katie Parmalee clean their pots after they’ve been bisque
fired at Chiles High School. AMANDA THOMPSON 

In the fall, PBS and Edcamp an-
nounced a first-of-its-kind national
partnership that creates opportunities
for early childhood educators across the
country to engage in peer-to-peer learn-
ing. Through this innovative effort, Ed-
camp and PBS member stations are
bringing together teachers in communi-
ties across the country to elevate their
voices and empower them professional-
ly. The initiative kicked off with a series
of PBS Edcamp events produced in part-
nership with PBS stations in late 2017
and continuing into spring of 2018, us-
ing Edcamp’s “unconference” profes-
sional development model in which
teachers lead their own learning experi-
ences. 

WFSU Public Media is one of the
lucky stations nationwide to receive

special funding to facilitate these free
PBS Edcamps, ensuring that all local
educators have access to them. The pro-
gram is open to those who work in vari-
ous learning environments, including
informal and childcare settings. PBS Ed-
camp will give these educators an op-
portunity to share in professional expe-
riences and discuss best practices for
fostering early childhood development
and kindergarten readiness. 

WFSU Public Media is hosting its
second of the Edcamp pilots on April 26,
with a focus on PreK – 2nd grade future
and current educators and administra-
tors. The “unconference” will run from
5:30-8 p.m., with dinner and in-service
credits provided.

“Our goal at PBS is to support educa-
tors, especially those who teach young
children, and connect them with one
another to spark innovation in the

classroom,” said Sara Schapiro, Vice
President, PBS Education. “This new
partnership with Edcamp helps us de-
liver on that commitment by allowing us
to create experiences for early child-
hood educators and bring them together
to transform teaching and learning. We
recognize the need for strong peer-to-
peer teacher networks and look forward
to bringing the PBS Edcamp model to
communities around the nation in part-
nership with our member stations.” 

Edcamp’s personalized, participant-
driven approach gives educators control
over what they learn and fosters a
strong sense of community among at-
tendees. Participants propose topics
they want to discuss or learn more
about, build the agenda and then
choose sessions to attend based on their
interests and experiences. All attendees
are encouraged to share ideas and

methods that will enhance their prac-
tice. 

“PBS’ commitment to fostering local
teacher communities is a natural exten-
sion of our mission,” said Hadley Fergu-
son, Executive Director of the Edcamp
Foundation, “and its national footprint
in early childhood learning will be in-
strumental in supporting PreK-3 teach-
ers. At the center of this partnership is a
shared belief that teachers are a critical
part of the ecosystem in which students
learn, and that they deserve allies. To-
gether we believe PBS Edcamps can
help empower teachers nationwide to
reimagine what they can bring to their
classrooms.” 

The Early Learning Coalition will be
partnering with the station’s education
team to organizing break-out sessions
for the April 26 event and registration is
currently open at wfsu.org/edcamp. 

WFSU teams for teacher learning Edcamp pilot program 
Special to the Democrat
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