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Movies

THE NEED FOR SPEED: In the eighth in-
stallment of the “Fast and Furious” film fran-
chise, a villainous super-hacker (Charlize The-
ron) forces a retired outlaw (Vin Diesel) to
drive fast over to the dark side in the nonstop
action pic “The Fate of the Furious.” It’s
rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square:

SPACE MONKEY: After an evil tyrant destroys
his planet, a 13-year-old monkey decides to
fight back and rescue his kidnapped family in
the animated outer-space adventure “Spark:
A Space Tail.” It’s rated PG and tentatively
opens Friday at AMC 20.

DONE IN A ‘FLASH’: Acclaimed director and
Florida State Film School professor Victor
Nuñez will be on hand to discuss his movie “A
Flash of Green” (1984) when The Tallahassee
Film Society screens it at 7 p.m. Thursday at All
Saints Cinema, in the Amtrak rail station off
Railroad Avenue. It tells the story of a small-
town Florida reporter (Ed Harris) who is not
above taking a kickback from an unscrupulous
local land developer (Richard Jordan). Tickets
are $12 general public and $10 for members of
The Film Society. It is not rated and runs 131
minutes. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Special events

TAKE THE ART OUTDOORS: Around 150
painters, graphic artists, jewelers, potters and
photographers from around the country, the
state and the city are converging in downtown
Tallahassee from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday during Le-
Moyne Center for the Visual Arts’ 17th
Annual Chain of Parks Art Festival. Look
for works by such Tallahassee talent as Debo
Groover, Eluster Richardson, Monica Rios,
Quincie Hamby and Robin Rodgers. There will
be live music, food vendors, beverages and
entertainment for the kids. An Easter egg
hunt is being held at 1 p.m. on Sunday. It’s all
free to see, rain or shine. Visit www.chainof
parks.com.

RUN AWAY WITH THE CIRCUS: Warm up the
trapeze and release the clowns when the
student-run FSU Flying High Circus swings
back into action at 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m.
Saturday at the Haskin Circus Complex, 269
Chieftain Way across Pensacola Street from
Doak Campbell Stadium. The circus has more
shows lined up through April 22. Ticket prices
range from $10 to $29. Visit
www.circus.fsu.edu. 

Art

‘COAST’ INTO THE ART SHOW: Check out
works by Jaime Llewelyn, Joyce Estes, Joe
Kotzman and Leslie Wentzell when “Contem-
porary Art From the Coast” opens with a
reception from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday April 14 at
The Gadsden Arts Center & Museum, 13 N.
Madison St. in downtown Quincy. Another
exhibit, “MJ Lord: Warp-Weft-Image,” is
opening in the gallery at the same time. It
features tapestries. Admission to the reception
is free and open to the public.

Theater

PIPE UP WITH ‘PIPPIN’: Go on a bit of a
“meta” trip to the Middle Ages in the musical
“Pippin,” the tale of a young prince — who
in real life was a hunchback — on an existen-
tialist quest for happiness and fulfillment.
With music by “Wicked” composer Stephen
Schwartz, it plays at 8 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday at TheatreTCC!’s Turner Auditorium,
located on the TCC main campus. Tickets are
$15 for adults, $10 for seniors and $7 for non-
TCC students. TCC students, faculty and staff
receive free admission. Call 644-6500 or by
visiting www.tickets.fsu.edu. 

TOUR AMERICA ONE SONG AT A TIME:
“See Rock City & Other Destinations” is a
musical about the connections made at tourist
destinations across America, from Roswell,
N.M. all the way to Niagara Falls. Spanning
genres like pop, rock, and folk, the musical
road trip has a limited engagement at 8 p.m.
Friday and Saturday at The Warehouse, 706 W.
Gaines St. It’s free, but a $5 donation will go
toward funding future student-produced
theater.

Music

WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE: Legendary jazz
saxophonist and composer Wayne Shorter,
of Weather Report fame, is bringing his quar-
tet along when he teams up with members of
the FSU Chamber Winds for a performance of
“The Unfolding” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in Ruby
Diamond Concert Hall. “The Unfolding” was
inspired by reinterpretations of The Big Bang
Theory. Ticket prices range from $15 to $65.
Call 644-600 or visit www.openingnights
.fsu.edu.

SPACE IS THE PLACE: Japanese psychedelic
rock collective Acid Mothers Temple & The
Melting Paraiso U.F.O. calls the faithful to
worship at a show with Babylon at 9:30 p.m.
Thursday at Club Downunder, in the Florida
State Student Union. Formed in 1995 by guitar-
ist Makoto Kawabata, the group has gone 
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You’re not often serenaded by a
jazz ensemble while you’re working
out the finances for a new car but
that’s exactly what happens during
Tallahassee Music Week. 

For the past three years, in the
first week of April, audiences all
across the community have enjoyed
free, live music in both traditional
and unexpected performance spaces,
like Kia of Tallahassee. “Making the
decision to turn our showroom floor
into a music venue was something we
jumped at the chance of doing,” said
Susan Schrier, a Kia of Tallahassee
team member. 

Tallahassee Music Week is a cele-
bration of local music and it features
artists of all genres and at all stages
in their career. From the interna-
tionally renowned professional to the
middle school student just learning
fundamentals, the festival showcases
the wealth and diversity of the talent
in the capital city. A small group of
dedicated volunteers coordinates
more than 130 performances, and all
of the artists are paid a stipend. This
year, more than two dozen of the
bookings highlighted emerging mu-
sicians. 

Kia of Tallahassee hosted three of
these concerts featuring jazz bands
from Rickards High School, and Fair-
view and Raa middle schools. Schrier
said, “Several of us at the dealership
either have musical backgrounds or
just have a genuine love for the arts.
Having been a musician in my young-
er years, the experiences I had dur-
ing that time helped mold and shape
me to who I am today. Had I not had
access to music education, I know my
life would have been much different.”
It is with this understanding and spir-
it of support that so many local busi-
nesses open their doors to young
performers. 

The SAIL High School Musiq En-

semble, led by music teacher Chris
“Seep” Seepersaud, put on a show at
Tallahassee Nurseries. Amid the
marigolds and geraniums were pa-
trons who became accidental audi-
ence members as well as those who
came out specifically to see the band.
The group performed songs from
chart-toppers like CeeLo Green, Amy
Winehouse and Dave Matthews.
Twelfth-grader Brittany Knight is a
vocalist in the group and she ex-
plained why she enjoyed participat-
ing in Tallahassee Music Week. 

“We love music,” she said, “and

we’re here to celebrate our love of
music.” Brittany also pointed out that
these student performances give the
public a glimpse at just how much our
young musicians have to offer. “I feel
like kids don’t get enough credit for
how talented we can be or our skill
set. People don’t know what we’ve
learned, they don’t know that we’re
professional.” Brittany’s bandmate
Mikayla Elbertson agreed and she
credits her music teacher. “Seep is a
great mentor and I think it’s awesome
to be able to show everyone in our
city how well he’s been teaching us.” 

In addition to school music groups,
many individual students performed
during Tallahassee Music Week. Max
VanHoeij is a violinist in the eighth
grade at Cobb Middle School and this
year he played at the Urban Food
Market at The Centre of Tallahassee.
Max began his training at the age of 4
and in the years since he has become 

MUSIC BLOSSOMS
IN UNLIKELY PLACES

YOUNG PERFORMERS GET A CHANCE TO SHINE DURING TALLAHASSEE MUSIC WEEK 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

AMANDA THOMPSON

Tallahassee Nurseries was one of the nontraditional venues and it suited the SAIL High
School Musiq Ensemble perfectly. 

See Music, Page 3C

“We love music, and we’re

here to celebrate our love of

music.” 

BRITTANY KNIGHT
TWELFTH-GRADER, SAIL HIGH SCHOOL MUSIQ

ENSEMBLE

SUSAN VANHOEIJ

The Urban Food Market became
Max VanHoeij’s concert hall

during Tallahassee Music Week
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To get the latest news from the CAPITAL TEAM journalists visit

tallahassee.com/session

COVERAGE THAT COUNTS.

Florida Today | Indian River Press Journal | Naples Daily News | The News-Press

Pensacola News Journal | St. Lucie News Tribune | Stuart News | Tallahassee Democrat

Why is USA TODAYNETWORK

– FLORIDA building one of the

state’s largest press corps at a

time when other news

operations are shuttering

their capital bureaus?

Because it matters. And because

the USA TODAYNETWORK –

FLORIDA has eight distinct digital

and print media enterprises

across the state — we know

Florida locally, regionally and

statewide.

During the 2017 legislative

session, our team of seven

award-winning, veteran

journalists will be the source

for comprehensive capital

coverage — in print, online and

in video. Between them, they

havemore than 150 years of

experience covering stateand

local government in action –

or inaction.

Our expert journalists will have

you in mind as they report about

the decisionsthe legislature

makes about your taxes,your

safety, your health and insurance,

your environment and your

economy. They will investigate

and dig deeply into those

complex issues. They will analyze

the politics and profile the policy

makers.

The CAPITAL TEAM’S mission is

coverage that counts and we

intend to deliver.

MEET YOUR

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

As teenagers get older, they become
more and more possessed with the
notion of money, which will shortly be a
driving force in their life as they strive
for independence. Money — how to get
it, how to manage it, the feeling of pow-
er if you’ve got it, the feeling of help-
lessness and fear if you don’t. The pur-
suit of money and independence, which
in many respects is one and the same
thing, will consume a teenager’s
thoughts and time.

So, what does all of this have to do
with school? In theory, the answer
should be “everything.” School should
be viewed as the vehicle to earn at least
decent money and, if children are lucky
enough, also a vehicle to give them the
skills to achieve their life dreams or
purpose — to actually do something
that they like to earn that coveted mon-
ey. 

But what if the answer is “nothing”? 
What if the teenager sees absolutely

no connection between success in
school and success as an adult? Not
only no connection with success but no
relevance whatever for their life? I’ll
tell you right now that “failing schools”
have a lot bigger problem on their plate
than children struggling academically.
If the state thinks that it can badger
and push and pressure struggling teen-
agers to academic success without
addressing the underlying problem — a
pervading negative view of life that
includes helplessness and hopelessness
— they are seriously mistaken. 

Unfortunately for the state, the teen-
ager has options in his head that young-
er children don’t have, including the
ability to simply drop out. The ability to
escape the painful reality of school
failure and run away, which often leads
to a life of adult failure. 

It may very well be that a child’s
view of school — whether negative or
positive — has more to do with failure
or success in their adult life than the
actual skills learned in that school. And
a child’s outlook on school is directly
coupled with their outlook on life —

hopeful vs. hopeless. 
“Hopeless” children are just reflect-

ing the reality of what they see. “Fail-
ing schools” are found in communities
that are struggling mightily economi-
cally. A child in an economically de-
pressed community is surrounded by
constant money worries, stress, fewer
successful role models, few quality job
opportunities, mostly low wage jobs,
unemployed adults, run-down houses,
etc. In short, when they are struggling
in school the main question about
school always lurking in the back of
their head is “What’s the point?”

The point for society is that these
hopeless teenagers that drop out aren’t
just going to disappear. They will, in
fact, grow up to be adults. And teen-
agers who enter adult life without skills
or hope, with anger simmering just
below the surface, will often not be a
benefit to anybody, much less society at
large. Hiding in the background is the
allure of money, beckoning in the guise
of crime or selling drugs. 

Society needs to redesign schools to
combat the hopelessness and purpose-
less that is found in many teenagers
coming from distressed communities.

If children don’t see success in their
surroundings, they have to see it some-
where — how do children know what
they don’t know? Vocational schools,
community colleges and universities
should have a constant presence in
middle and high schools to provide a
steady stream of positive role models
and career opportunities that children
might not even know exist.

There should be a direct line be-
tween employers and students, using
the student body to fill the needs of the
community, from health care to auto-
motive service to firefighters to pro-
duction to ownership. Employers need
to be seen in force in schools, with on-
site visits and job interviews as re-
wards for academic progress. Job shad-
owing with commercial partnerships
should be part of the mix.

School should be a place of hope,
excitement and the expansion of a
child’s worldview. If a teenager sees
school as the path to a positive and
productive future, it will be.

Bill Hoatson has been an educator in
the Big Bend area for 30 years. Reach
him at billhoatson@yahoo.com, or visit
childachievement.com.

Schools should be springboard to success 
Bill
Hoatson
GUEST COLUMNIST

through name and lineup changes, but its
ethos has remained constant — to push the
boundaries of sound so far back they no long-
er exist. Admission is $10 for the general pub-
lic, free for FSU students with valid IDs. Call
644-6673 or visit up.union.fsu.edu/

BLUES YOU CAN USE: The multi-talented
blues guitarist Albert Castiglia brings his
band up from South Florida for a show at 9
p.m. Friday at the Bradfordville Blues Club,
7152 Moses Lane. Tickets are $20 advance and
$25 day of the show. Visit www.bradfordville
blues.com.

FRYE UP SOME MUSIC: Tallahassee piano
legend Velma Frye and her friend Sammy
Tedder, on saxophone, are playing an early
show at 6 p.m. Friday at The Blue Tavern, 1206
N. Monroe St. There’s no cover charge.

ADD A LITTLE MAGIC: Groove to the sultry,
blue-eyed soul tunes when the Magic City
Hippies trio lays down the sound at 9:30 p.m.
Friday at Side Bar Theatre, 809 Railroad Ave.
Tickets are $10 and $12. Visit www.sidebar
theatre.com.

JAZZ IT UP: Pianist Bob Dogan is also bring-
ing his quartet when he jams with sax player
Boyce Griffith, bassist Vincent Moore and
drummer Ronan Cowan starting at 7 p.m.
Friday at B Sharp’s Jazz Cafe, 648 W. Brevard
St. Expect a cover charge at the door, so bring
cash. Visit www.b-sharps.com.

DOWN FROM THE MOUNTAIN: Soak in the
sounds of the hill country when 12-year-old
prodigy Emi Sunshine plays some Appa-
lachian tunes starting at 8 p.m. Friday at The
Junction at Monroe, 2011 S. Monroe St. Boo
Radley is the opening act. Tickets are $15

general admission and $25 for the VIP seats.
Visit www.junctionatmonroe.com.

IT’S THE REAL DEAL: Chicago will be in the
house when John Primer & The Real Deal
Blues Band blow in from the Windy City for a
show at 9 p.m. Saturday at the Bradfordville
Blues Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Tickets are $25
advance and $30 day of the show. Visit
www.bradfordvilleblues. com.

BREAK OUT THE BANJO: If you’re a bluegrass
fan, The Bottom Dollar Boys band is tuning
up the fiddle, mandolin, banjo and big bass
fiddle for a foot-stomping show at 8 p.m.
Saturday at The Junction at Monroe, 2011 S.
Monroe St. Tickets are $10 advance and $12
day of the show. Visit www.junctionatmonroe
.com.

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Leslie Wentzell’s “Dreamer” is part of the
“Contemporary Art From the Coast” exhibit,
opening Friday at The Gadsden Arts Center &
Museum in downtown Quincy.

Limelight
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an accomplished musician. He is the
youngest violinist with the Jacksonville
Symphony Youth Orchestra Philhar-
monic and he’s played with Itzhak Perl-
man.

Though he’s used to grand concert
halls, Max has performed at many non-
traditional venues with Tallahassee
Music Week since the festival’s in-
ception. “I believe that music is meant
to be shared with other people,” he said,
“and I like to show other kids that they
can learn an instrument.” 

His mother, Susan VanHoeij, is a
Tallahassee Music Week committee
member and she has seen the benefits
the event affords. “It brings in so many
different worlds, all the live acts from
kids like Max to these professionals
that play all over the world. Being able
to play in Tallahassee and the fact that
everyone is from Tallahassee, it’s a
wonderful opportunity for him and for
others.”

Hub Chason had similar sentiments,
and said, “I love the whole event. It’s so
cool to see so many musicians in so
many different places.” An 11th-grade

guitarist at Leon High School, Hub
plays in multiple groups including the
Leon Frets and The Good Little Chick-
ens. Participating in Tallahassee Music
Week has allowed him to exercise ver-
satility and flexibility. “You play differ-
ently depending on where you are, how
a room sounds, the equipment that’s
there, the crowd. That can all vary
between every single show you do. It’s
important to get out and experience
different kinds of things like playing
underneath the flagpole at the Tallahas-
see Democrat or in a local restaurant
that I’ve never been to. It’s good to
experience different ways to perform
and how to handle different situations.”

Bandmate and Leon 11th-grader

Gilbert Voegtlin sees another benefit
for emerging musicians. “Some places
we’ve played are extremely hard to
book and you have to know people but
with Tallahassee Music Week, all you
have to do is sign up. It’s really helpful
for people who are just starting out
because it gives us a baseline of sorts.” 

Josiah Pye and Austin Boyd are both
12th-graders at Leon and they’ve decid-
ed to continue studying music after
high school. For Josiah, music offers an
alternative means of communication
that he appreciates. “It’s really hard for
me to articulate myself and speak to
another person one on one. I’ve gotten
much better at it but, when I play, I
don’t have to say anything. It’s not im-
portant what I say, it’s not important
who I am, it’s all about the music.”

Relatively new to the local music
scene, Austin has only been playing the
drums for the past few years. “I really
didn’t realize the span of people that
are musicians and where you can play.
With Tallahassee Music Week, I’ve
realized it’s very fluid and there’s all
these different types of music going on
in the city. This week make it clear to
me how much variety there is.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Music
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PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Raa Middle School band director Barbie Townsend said ,“Tallahassee Music Week allows our
students to be performers in their community and gives them a chance to grow as musicians.” 

The Rickards High School Jazz Combo
performed at Kia of Tallahassee. 

Happy 1st
Birthday

Grayson Beau Thai, April 14, 2016. Son
of Mike and Amanda Thai.

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-First-
Birthdays@tallahassee.com. Include the
child’s full name, date of birth and parents’
names, address and phone number. Photos
are published Wednesdays on or after the
child’s first birthday. Photos are published
within one month of the birthday. Call
599-2171.
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