
Tallahassee Democrat - 03/07/2021 Page : C01

March 8, 2021 2:02 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

It’s always interesting to trace lineage. Tracking confirmations of our prize poodles or equine racers, or the DNA of our
great-grandparents who emigrated from some faraway land is fascinating.

Art historians do it, paleontologists do it. And so do literati who treasure the influences and inspirational gatherings of
earlier writers who across the decades seem to appear in little nuclei of creativity.

And perhaps that is why when Tallahassee-based poet and editor Michael Rothenberg heard of the death of famed poet
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, who died at the age of 101 on Feb. 22, found himself surrounded with his own memories of Ferlinghet-
ti, and the memories of other poets who knew and worked with Ferlinghetti and were prominent in the so called “beat
scene.” Rather like family ties, even if one is distant, their influence remains.

Rothenberg is the founder of 100,000 Poets for Change, a
world-wide group that gathers poets and artists to promote
environmental, social, and political change. He is a poet and
a performer as well. Perhaps some, seeing him with his
group, The Ecosound Ensemble, reciting poetry to music
with abandon and passion, would cast him in the mold of
the Beat Poets.

Of course, Rothenberg says he was heavily influenced by
the Beat poets, many of whom were based in San Francisco,
the home of Lawrence Ferlinghetti’s world famous City
Lights Book Store. Ferlinghetti was a central figure, in the
Beat Poetry movement which came into public visibility in
the mid-50s and which is influential even today. City Lights
published Allen Ginsberg’s controversial "Howl" which was
first read at the Six Gallery in San Francisco in 1955.

Rothenberg moved to San Francisco 20 years after the
Six Gallery reading, but nevertheless fell under the influ-
ence of an ever-vibrant poetry scene. Rothenberg, who lived
in San Francisco for nearly 40 years before moving to Talla-
hassee, says that by “happenstance” he became friends
with many of the giants of the group, including Michael Mc-
Clure, Phillip Whalen, and Joanne Kyger, because of their
common interest in nature and their visits to his tropical
plant nursery specializing in orchids and bromeliads.

“What characterized this group of poets was not the
common assumption that they were all a bunch of drug ad-
dicts playing bongos,” Rothenberg says. “Instead, it was
their common interests in the power of poetry, art, and mu-
sic to transform society. They sought social and political
change, an end to war and nuclear proliferation, an end to
police brutality. They advocated for sexual freedom and ra-

cial equality and rebelled against censorship.” 
Rothenberg says that, “These poets wanted society to

improve. They wanted peace, justice, and sustainability,
and they would express those concerns through their work
and their lives as writers, and teachers, or in Ferlinghetti’s
case, as a book publisher who advocated for an end to 

Author Lawrence Ferlinghetti recites a poem after he was awarded the Literarian Award for Outstanding Service to the American Literary Community at the National
Book Awards in New York, on Nov. 16, 2005. Ferlinghetti, a poet, publisher and bookseller has died in San Francisco at age 101. His son says Ferlinghetti died at home
on Monday, Feb. 22, 2021. Ferlinghetti helped launch and perpetuate the Beat movement. He was known for his City Lights bookstore in San Francisco, an essential
meeting place for the Beats and other bohemians in the 1950s and beyond. HENNY RAY ABRAMS, AP
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Poet and City of Lights Bookstore co-founder Lawrence
Ferlinghetti and Tallahassee poet Michael Rothenberg in
an undated photo. Ferlinghetti died at 101 on Feb. 22.
Rothenberg’s path crossed with the Beat poets. PROVIDED
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See FERLINGHETTI, Page 2C
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“Everything is heightened, every-
thing is intense, everything is life or

death in these moments,”
states Beth Slade, a grad-
uating senior and BFA
major in Florida State’s
School of Theatre. “Espe-
cially for these charac-
ters,” she adds. 

Slade will step into the
title role of “Antigone” as

part of FSU’s pivot to a virtual season on
March 11-14. The story of “Antigone” fol-
lows Oedipus’ daughter who learns that
her brothers have died on opposite sides

of a civil war. Creon, King of Thebes,
only allows one brother to be buried with
honors, which sparks debate among
young and old citizens who must decide
how their country will proceed into the
future. 

Slade believes the Greeks to be the
most passionate in all of theater based
on the wide range of emotions she and
her cast exhibit during the course of the
show. She says that getting into Antigo-
ne’s mindset was no easy feat, especial-
ly during a shortened rehearsal process
that took place over six weeks on Zoom.

The production will be a hybrid of
theater and filmmaking. Students 

The FSU School of Theatre’s production of “Antigone,” is a hybrid of theater and
filmmaking. TALLAHASSEE

Hybrid ‘Antigone’ took
‘pretending’ to new level

See ‘ANTIGONE’, Page 3C

Beth Slade 

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THIS MONTH’S

WINNERS

NOMINATE YOUR AMAZING TEACHER AT: tallahassee.com/contests
*OFFICIAL RULES: No purchase necessary to enter. Must be 18 years of age or older to enter. Complete contest rules are available online on the contest page.

A speech-language pathologist who strives to serve both students and teachers in her many roles at
Riversink Elementary School has been named an Amazing Teacher for January.

Sarah Watters is the team leader for the Exceptional Student Education (ESE) program at Riversink
and also works with students at all ability levels to develop their speech and language skills.

Watters worked with a speech pathologist when she was growing up.

“I always had a great vocabulary and good language and a lot to say,” Watters said. “But I wasn’t able to
articulate clearly and people couldn’t understand me, and so I remember being little and being frustrated
when I couldn’t get my point across. I went to a speech-language pathologist, and I think that changed
my outlook on life, so I had my own experience with benefiting from that kind of an educator and that’s
most likely why I ended up in the field.”

Watters also is a trained specialist in the Happy Teacher Facilitator program, which works to provide
solutions for teacher mental health and stress.

“I applied for a grant and was awarded the grant so that I could take a six-month course on how to be
a facilitator,” Watters said.

“It was pretty exciting – ours was the first in the state of Florida,” Watters said. “We want to maintain our
own well-being so that we can better support our students.”

Watters said she’s always inspired when her students achieve what they’ve been working toward.

“It takes a lot of energy to keep the kids engaged,” Watters said. “When you’re giving and giving and
then a child gets it, it’s so encouraging. And that’s what keeps us going... .”

SARAH WATTERS
LOCAL WINNER

RIVERSINK
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Congratulations to
our national winner:

JIMMIE ANN DANIELS
from Tuscaloosa
County Schools

SEE FULL STORY ON
OUR WEBSITE

picked up their costumes, props and
green screens at staggered times from
the theater and filmed their parts 
separately.

“Normally, you walk in the theater
and suddenly there’s a set and things
start to feel more real,” describes Slade.
“But this time it’s more about pretend-
ing, which we’re always doing, but the
world is a little less put together than
we’re all used to. Sometimes you’re talk-
ing to people who aren’t actually there,
but when it’s all edited together, there
will be someone to the left of you. We’re
excited to see the final product.” 

As a child, Slade created make-be-
lieve worlds with her stuffed animals
and dolls. She would pull plotlines from
movies and books to create hodge-
podge productions of her own design.
This interest in performance introduced
her to choir, before a high school teacher
encouraged her to audition for college
theater programs. 

Once at FSU, she found a significant
mentor in Dr. Kris Salata, chair of the
School of Theatre. Slade took a graduate
level course in devised theater her soph-
omore year which opened up entirely
new worlds. That same year she partici-
pated in the New Horizons Festival
where she performed a work based on
Gertrude Stein’s play “A List.” The col-
laborative experience of devised theater
captured Slade’s imagination. 

“It taught me a lot about dynamics in
a rehearsal space between a director and
an ensemble,” says Slade. “It’s about
making sure all the voices are heard and
everyone feels respected in that space.
There’s a really liberating feeling being
able to create your own work. It empow-
ers you as an actor.” 

Slade says she will try anything once
when it comes to theater. She is always
up for telling a difficult story or relating
to a character that is nothing like her
own personality. 

In one studio class she ended up
wrapping herself in a weighted blanket
while an audio recording of a monologue
played in the background. 

“I learned something through that
process,” says Slade. “I like that element

of play with things I can mess around
with and explore. I love to get my hands
dirty.” 

In preparing for a typical production,
she would listen to music as she walked
to the fine arts building. She would then
feed off the energy everyone brought
into the rehearsal room. On Zoom, re-
hearsals have looked different, but she
still loves that same energy of a group
warm-up to get everyone on the same
page. 

Slade dives into research to answer
questions about her character outside of
what might be known in the play’s script
alone. The more she reads, the easier she
finds it is to slip inside their skin. With
“Antigone,” the language of the modern
translation has proven to be the most
difficult part of the process. Certain
names trip up the tongue, as well as the
poetics of the words themselves. 

“Antigone comes in and challenges
Creon’s idea of power and law,” says
Slade. “It’s a story about grieving and
honoring the ones you love that you lost.
Pandemic aside, it’s something people

can relate to, but especially the last year
being surrounded by so much loss, I
think it’s very topical for audiences.” 

The amount of Zoom theater Slade
has consumed in the past year, even in
the midst of the pandemic, has given her
hope for the future. She’s trying not to
put too much pressure on herself as she
applies to graduate schools and ponders
where her career will take her next post-
graduation. 

“Theater continues to evolve and
change based on what the world is expe-
riencing,” says Slade. “It came from
community rituals of people telling sto-
ries. In the past it was dealing with death
and life, and these very large, basic hu-
man feelings and experiences. I think
we’ve boiled theater back to that. We’re
surrounded by so much death, and we’re
trying to hang on to those beautiful mo-
ments.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

‘Antigone’
Continued from Page 1C

FSU Theatre’s “Antigone” cast rehearses via Zoom. TALLAHASSEE

If you go
What: Antigone 

When: 8 p.m. on March 11, 12, 13 and
2pm on March 14 

Where: Online 

Contact: For more information, please
visit https://tickets.fsu.edu/.

“It’s about making sure all

the voices are heard and ev-

eryone feels respected in

that space. There’s a really

liberating feeling being able

to create your own work. It

empowers you as an actor.”
Beth Slade
BFA major in Florida State’s School of Theatre


