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TLHLIFE

One year ago, when the world
was locked down, everyone got
very familiar with the great in-
doors. Aja Roache, director of FA-
MU’s Foster-Tanner Fine Arts Gal-
lery, appreciated the “creature
comforts” in her surroundings.

Whether it was photographs on
a mantle piece, framed artworks or
posters, these at-home trappings
got Roache thinking about what
exactly constitutes an art collec-
tion. Her curation for the “Home is
Where the Art Is” exhibition at the
Foster-Tanner Fine Arts Gallery
posits the very same question. 

“Often there is an elitism around
art collecting and I think people
think of it as something only a cer-
tain kind of person can do,” says
Roache. “I was really wanting spe-
cifically to address that it doesn’t
matter if you bought it in an art gal-
lery or at an art festival. An art col-
lection can be any sort of creative
material in your home that makes
your home special.” 

Roache emphasizes that this
philosophy of art collection was
even more vital to her as an educa-
tor at an historically Black univer-
sity, especially when communicat-
ing the value of collecting and pre-
serving art to her students. 

“I think a lot of times we feel like
we’re on the outside of the art
world or what is considered valu-
able art,” says Roache. “Part of my
goal was also to frame that as a
Black student and a Black artist,
your work is valuable.” 

The exhibit, which runs through
April 24, features the collections of
FAMU faculty, including Dr. Valen-
cia Matthews, the Dean of FAMU’s
College of Social Sciences, Arts,
and Humanities, theatre professor
Evelyn Tyler, art professor Harris
Wiltsher and TCC behavioral sci-
ence professor Joshua Johnson.

“Home is Where the Art Is” ex-
clusively features works by Black
artists as a way of “underlining the
value of seeking and supporting
Black artists by learning more
about and acquiring their work.” 

Roache graduated from FAMU

with an art degree before earning
her master’s degree in Interdisci-
plinary Studies, Humanities and
Social Thought from New York
University. She pioneered the Mu-
seum Studies track at FAMU and is
a Ph.D. candidate in Florida State
University’s Museum Education
program. Roache prides herself on
collecting and purchasing works
by both established and student

artists when she can. 
“Artists are some of the most

generous people,” adds Roache.
“They will sometimes gift you
works of art out of appreciation,
but I always like to buy the work
when I can.” 

For her portion of the exhibit,
she chose to highlight works

What’s on your
mantel?

Come home to
art with trip to
FAMU gallery
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Upper level gallery of “Home Is Where The Art Is” exhibition at Foster-Tanner Fine Arts Complex, 1630
Pinder St., on display through April 24. PROVIDED BY AJA ROACHE

Aja Roache, director of FAMU’s
Foster-Tanner Fine Arts Gallery.

See ART, Page 2C

If you go
What: Home Is Where The Art Is Exhibition 

When: 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays, 12-4 p.m. Saturdays or
by appointment through April 24 

Where: Foster-Tanner Fine Arts Complex, 1630 Pinder St. 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call 850-599-8755 or visit http://
www.famu.edu/index.cfm?fineartsprogram&ArtGallery

You may not know Ashley Scott, but
it’s likely you’ve benefited from her work.
For the past 14 years, she has been a fix-
ture of Tallahassee’s education scene,
operating in the background to secure
funding for our area’s most critical inter-
ventions. Now, she is at the helm of an
educational system of her own.

This thought-leading, grant-writing,
parent-connecting powerhouse is one of
Tallahassee’s newest business owners,
and one of the 25 Women You Need to
Know.

“I am a product of Tallahassee,” she
says brightly. “Being from the area and
having gone through my entire educa-
tion here and then working in education,

I want to be part of the pipeline.”
She began thinking about transition-

ing from her role as grants coordinator
for Leon County Schools, where she had
been responsible for securing over $40
million in grant funding for expanding
instructional services, hiring teachers,
after school tutoring, parent and family
engagement, transportation, and inno-
vative programming that directly affect-
ed student achievement and the most
needed students within Title I Schools.
The plans for Oxford Learning Academy
began to take shape.

Then the COVID-19 pandemic hit, and
she wondered whether to take the leap.
“Our open date was August of 2020,” she

recalls, “and I felt like it was a spiritual
journey. We decided to take the leap of
faith. I knew it was time to jump. I had
built the parachute, and it was time to
use it!”

Combining her expertise as a teacher
and skill for planning, Oxford Learning
Academy brings an innovative, data-
driven approach to preschool education.
Involving parents, using data to inform
teacher instruction, and embedding
world culture within its curriculum,
Scott prepares the next generation of
leaders from their earliest days of educa-
tion.

25 WOMEN YOU NEED TO KNOW

Ashley Scott realizes dream of starting school

Ashley Scott MACORK SOLUTIONSSee SCOTT, Page 5C

Off to buy some groceries at Publix.
Wait. Am I supposed be boycotting

Publix?
Eh, I just won’t tell anyone about this

trip.
Wrote my list of things to buy. Check.
Sunglasses for driving in Florida.

Check.
Car keys. Check.
Debit card to pay my bill. Got it.
Cellular phone. OK.
Cord to plug into dash to get Pandora

on the iPhone. Somewhere around here.
Reading glasses for the can labels

and such. Right here.
One face mask, because I believe in

public health and getting the economy
back. Check.

A second face mask because I believe
Dr. Anthony Fauci’s precautions, and he
does not eat live babies during his time
off. Roger that.

My private pen, because the public
ones may have cooties. 10-4.

Hand sanitizer for the car? OK.
Roll of paper towels to dry off hands.

Yeah, yeah.
Check, already.
Whew. This pandemic sure is de-

manding when it comes to carrying lots 

Adventures in grocery shopping: Plague edition

Mark Hinson
Guest Columnist

See PLAGUE, Page 3C
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YOUR HOME
REPAIR PROJECT.

FL Lic. CBC1257350 l GA Lic. RLQA003805

Contact us for a
FREE ESTIMATE

Foundation Repair
Crawl Space Repair
Crawl Space Encapsulation
Concrete Repair
Timber Pile Repair

CRAWL SPACE FOUNDATION CONCRETE

FINANCING AVAILABLE

850-848-4673

TD-GCI0599981-04

Cannot be combined with any other offer,
must be presented at time of appointment.

Valid on jobs of $3,000 or more.
Expire 3/31/2021.

And
many
more!

Hawktail

Aoife O'Donovan

Eric Jacobsen

April 10-11, 2021
Cascades Park

WordofSouthFestival.com

FREE
ALLWEEKEND

Today is Sunday,
March 28, the 87th day of
2021. There are 278 days
left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1977: “Rocky” won

best picture at the 49th
Academy Awards; Peter
Finch was honored post-
humously as best actor
for “Network” while his
co-star, Faye Dunaway,
was recognized as best
actress.1979: America’s
worst commercial nucle-
ar accident occurred with
a partial meltdown inside
the Unit 2 reactor at the
Three Mile Island plant
near Middletown, Penn-
sylvania. 

1990: President George
H.W. Bush presented the
Congressional Gold Med-
al to the widow of U.S.
Olympic legend Jesse
Owens. 

1999: NATO broadened
its attacks on Yugoslavia
to target Serb military
forces in Kosovo in the
fifth straight night of air-
strikes; thousands of ref-
ugees flooded into Alba-
nia and Macedonia from
Kosovo. 

2003: American-led
forces in Iraq dropped
thousand-pound bombs

dent George W. Bush
warned of “further sacri-
fice” ahead in the face of
unexpectedly fierce fight-
ing.

on Republican Guard
units guarding the gates
to Baghdad and battled
for control of the strategic
city of Nasiriyah. Presi-

TODAY IN HISTORY

Harmonica player Charlie McCoy
(“Hee Haw”) is 80. Actor Dianne
Wiest is 75. Country singer Reba
McEntire is 66. Rapper Salt of Salt-
N-Pepa is 55. Actor Tracey Need-
ham (“The Division,” “JAG”) is 54.
Country singer Rodney Atkins is 52.
Actor Vince Vaughn is 51. Rapper Mr.

Cheeks of Lost Boyz is 50. Actor Ken L. (“The Park-
ers”) is 48. Singer Guitarist Dave Keuning of The
Killers is 45. Actor Annie Wersching (“24”) is 44.
Actor Julia Stiles is 40. Singer Lady Gaga is 35. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Lady Gaga

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’re not trying to
outdo anyone, though as you strive to deliver your
best, it can’t be helped. Ignore those who will com-
pete with you from the sidelines. Focus only on your
own development.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Analysis can only
bring you to a point of decision; it cannot decide for
you. There’s a point in every situation in which logic
will take a back seat to more insistent contenders
such as emotion or the master driver of them all, ac-
tion.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). The subtle and won-
derful aspects of a relationship can be felt but not
kept. The rush of experience is as ungraspable as
the waterfall – possible to touch but impossible to
hold.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You don’t need a rea-
son why today because the reason “why not?” is
such a heavy hitter.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll be reminded of how
you can change the world right from where you are. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You’ll work harder, not
because you’re afraid someone will overtake you
but because it feels wonderful to push yourself to
the limits of your ability. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). All subtlety is lost on the
day. So, don’t even bother with dropping hints or
gently reeling someone in. You’ll get where you
want to be with more direct qualities like moxie,
persistence and grit.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Maybe you didn’t
count on adding people to your life today, but some
moments of connection so naturally roll into more
of the same that, before you know it, you’ve made a
friend.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Your words are
soft; their delivery is clear, firm and concise. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The good thing
about the sort of vague and contradictory input
you’ll receive today is that it frees you to make your
own assertions. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Those who come to
you for consolation will receive your compassion,
though not your sympathy, as you encourage
strength and motivate the next action.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You cannot get back
the time and energy you put into things. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

created with a variety of
mediums to showcase
what exactly constitutes
a home collection.

Roache included a col-
lage by FAMU art profes-
sor emeritus Kenneth Fa-
lana, a wood carving by
LaVon Van Williams Jr.,
and photograph by fine
arts photographer and
educator Jamie Robert-
son.

Roache says the pro-
ceeds from purchasing
Robertson’s work last
year went towards a CO-
VID relief fund, though
she had been pining after
the self-portrait ever
since she saw it three
years ago at a FAMU art
exhibit. 

“Her work is beautiful,
fine art photography that
touches on social and po-
litical themes,” says
Roache. “The series she

had here at FAMU was
showing various repre-
sentations of Black wom-
en in historical photogra-
phy. The photo is a self-
portrait of the back of her
hair in a big afro puff.” 

Roache’s purchase of
the work by Williams also
came about from a FAMU
exhibition. Roache says
that she enjoyed seeing
Williams’ interactions
with students, as well as
the public programs he
hosted while showing
work at the gallery. She
purchased a woodcarv-
ing that Williams made of
a jazz musician. The Fala-
na work also occupies a
special place in Roache’s
collection. 

“Kenneth Falana was a
professor of mine and I
loved his work outside of
that,” says Roache. “My
parents have some of his
art, so I’ve grown up with
his work. It was an art-
work that was familiar,
like home.” 

Roache sought to cre-

ate a similar atmosphere
of home inside the gal-
lery. While she didn’t opt
for rugs or lamps to adorn
the space, she did include
a miniature library where
visitors can sit and pe-
ruse books on a wide
range of art collecting
topics.

Titles include “Collect-
ing African American
Art” by Halima Taha,
“Black Futures” by Kim-
berly Drew and Jenna
Wortham, and “The Kin-
sey African American Art
& History Collection:
Shared Treasures of Ber-
nard and Shirley Kinsey –
Whether Art and History
Intersect” by Bernard and
Shirley Kinsey. 

The last book is a nod
to the Kinseys as FAMU
alumni and art collectors
who own the largest col-
lection of art and histori-
cal documents from
Black history. Down-
stairs, the gallery has ad-
ditional seating to view
the HBO documentary

“Black Art: In the Ab-
sence of Light.” 

Throughout the pan-
demic, Roache has con-
tinually been motivated
by local artists and stu-
dents who continue to
make artwork that re-
flects on and documents
these challenging and
traumatic times. She
hopes the exhibit will
provide a warm and wel-
coming space for the pub-
lic to share in these col-
lections and become in-
spired to start one of their
own. 

“It doesn’t always have
to be an investment,”
says Roache. “It can just
be artwork that inspires
you or brings you joy.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Art
Continued from Page 1C

Briefcase is a roundup
of new hires, achieve-
ments, awards and pro-
motions in the business
community.

Arts

The Tallahassee Sym-
phony Orchestra wel-
comes Steve Mindlin as
its next Board Chair. Min-
dlin assumes the post af-
ter the 18-month tenure
of Martha Olive-Hall.

Lobbying

Tola
Thomp-
son, Chief
of Staff for
Florida
Congress-
man Al
Lawson, is

joining Ballard Partners,
one of the top lobbying
firms in the United
States.

Medicine

The Capital Medical
Society, Inc. welcomes

Rohan Jo-
seph,
M.D., Cap-
ital Re-
gional Sur-
gical Asso-
ciates, as
the 76th
president

of the 2021 Capital Med-
ical Society Board of Gov-
ernors. The board also in-
cludes new officers:
President-Elect Paresh

Patel, M.D., Florida Can-
cer Specialists and Re-
search Institute; Secre-
tary/Treasurer Fang Sa-
rah Ko, M.D., Eye Asso-
ciates of Tallahassee; and
Immediate Past Presi-
dent Kenneth Whithaus,
M.D., KWB Pathology As-
sociates. Also joining the
CMS Board of Governors
are David Burns, M.D.,
Radiology Associates of
Tallahassee; Russell
Cole, M.D., TMH Family
Medicine Residency Pro-
gram; Shawn Ramsey,
D.O., Capital Regional
Women’s Health; Andrea
Stephens, President,
Capital Medical Society
Alliance; and Graham
Whitaker, M.D., Talla-
hassee Ear, Nose &
Throat-Head & Neck Sur-
gery, P.A. Board members
with ongoing or renewed
terms include Nicole Bal-
mer, M.D., Amulya Kon-
da, M.D., Helen Paulson,
M.D., Cody VanLanding-
ham, M.D., and Julia
Weeks, M.D. The instal-
lation of new officers and
board members was on
Jan. 28, 2021.

Nonprofits

The Institute for Non-
profit Innovation and Ex-
cellence (INIE) is proud to
announce the following
recently approved mem-
bers of the Board of Di-
rectors, lead by Board
Chair, Ryan Cohn of
Sachs Media. Greg Shel-
ley, WFSU; Cheval Breg-

gins, Independent Con-
sultant; Marsha Kiner,
Florida Association of
Colleges; Brandi Wilson,
State of Florida. In addi-
tion, INIE has established
the Member Advisory
Council (IMAC). Leading
the council as chair is
Terri Sue Aldridge Law-
son, Springtime Talla-
hassee. The council
members include the fol-
lowing: Shawn Woodin,
Southern Scholarship
House; Michael Camp-
bell, JMI for Global En-
trepreneurship; Bernice
McMillan, Divine Reve-
lations Ministries; BJ Ia-
cino, Epilepsy Associa-
tion of the Big Bend; GC
Murray, ICE Foundation;
Kim Ross, ReThink Ener-
gy Florida; Donald
Parks, Good News Out-
reach. For more informa-
tion, visit myINIE.org or
call 850-201-9766. 

Title services

Frances Casey Lowe,
P.A., and Lowe Title Ser-
vices announce the open-
ing of their new office lo-
cated in Eastpoint at 83
US Highway 98. This is in
addition to their current
office located at 68-A Feli
Way, Crawfordville. The
new Eastpoint office will
offer legal and title ser-
vices to coastal residents
along the Forgotten Coast
in Franklin, Wakulla, and
Leon Counties. For more
information, visit
www.francielowe.com or

call 850-926-8245.

Transportation

The Professional Mov-
ers Association of Florida
(PMAF) has recently
unanimously elected
Gloria Pugh to serve as

President
of the
Board for
the 2021-
2022 year,
marking a
historic
event for
PMAF as

Gloria will be the first
woman ever elected to
serve as President in the
association’s 42-year his-
tory. 

Send news to brief-
case@tallahassee.com. 

BRIEFCASE

Pugh

Joseph

Thompson


