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For nearly 25 years, Rickards
High School has offered its students
a unique opportunity to study
through the International Baccalau-
reate Program. This rigorous curri-
culum is designed for academically
motivated students of different lin-
guistic, cultural and educational
backgrounds.

Rickards students and their par-
ents come from 51 different coun-
tries and 39 different languages are
spoken in their homes. It’s no wonder
that this rich diversity is celebrated
annually with a school-wide produc-
tion called Pangaea. 

Though there have been several
supercontinents during Earth’s geo-
logical history, the most recent is
Pangaea, which incorporated almost
all the landmasses on the planet.
More than 200 million years ago, the
action of plate tectonics began to
slowly break Pangaea apart, rear-
ranging the pieces into what we now
recognize as our world. Using the
unified supercontinent as a source of
inspiration, Rickards students pro-
duce a varied, energetic, and action-
packed event to an audience of more
than 500 supporters.

Rickards celebrates cultural variety, student talent at Pangaea production

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Pangaea, Page C2 TOP: Wenxin Song plays the guzheng. PHOTO BY ANNA WIMAN

ABOVE: FreshMores dance group. PHOTO BY ANYA PRESTON
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Movies

A REAL WILD CHILD: Taking inspiration from
Henry David Thoreau, a back-to-the-earth-
type moves to a remote farming community in
Appalachia where he discovers a feral child
living off the grid, too, when Opening Nights
Performing Arts presents the indie drama
“Some Beasts” at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday at
The Askew Student Life Cinema, 942 Learning
Way. It’s not rated and part of the South Arts
Southern Circuit Film Tour. Tickets are $10. Visit
www.openingnights.fsu.edu.

WHO’S THE BIG ‘BABY’?: After parents bring

home an unusual toddler, the older, 7-year-old
brother discovers the new kid (voice of Alec
Baldwin) is on a mission from Babycorp head-
quarters in a battle over global cuteness
against puppies in the DreamWorks animated
family comedy “The Boss Baby.” It’s rated PG
and opens Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

WELCOME TO ‘GHOST’ WORLD: In the near
future, a cyber-enhanced crime-fighter named
Major (Scarlett Johansson) goes after a terror-
ist mastermind who is hacking into people’s
minds in the live-action adaptation of the
Japanese Manga classic “Ghost in the Shell.”
It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20,
Governor’s Square and the IMAX Theatre on
Kleman Plaza.

WORLD BEHIND BARS: After the Germans
invade Poland in 1939, the compassionate
couple (Johan Heldenbergh, Jessica Chastain)
running the Warsaw Zoo takes major risks by
hiding Jews in the historical drama “The
Zookeeper’s Wife.” It’s rated PG-13 and
opens at AMC 20.

CHASING THE POET: During turbulent times
in Chile following World War II, a determined
police inspector (Gael García Bernal) is as-
signed to track down the nation’s most fam-
ous poet, government critic and outspoken
political animal (Luis Gnecco) who has gone
underground when The Tallahassee Film
Society presents the chase drama “Neruda”
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday at All Saints
Cinema, in the Amtrak station off Railroad
Avenue. It’s rated R and subtitled. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

TAKING A VICTORY LAP: Oscar-winning film

director Barry Jenkins (“Moonlight”) returns
to his alma mater for “An Evening With
Barry Jenkins” at 7 p.m. Friday in Ruby Dia-
mond Concert Hall. The night will include a
screening of “Moonlight,” which is rated R.
Tickets for the event sold out in two hours
when they became available on March 8. 

Opera

DUDE LOOKED LIKE A LADY: Composer-
librettist Carlisle Floyd, 90, is often called The
Father of American Opera, and there are
plenty of reasons to back it up. His beloved
folk opera “Susannah” had its world premiere
at Florida State University in 1955 and it went
on to gain global fame. “Susannah” is tied
with George Gershwin’s “Porgy and Bess”
(1935) as the most performed American opera
around the globe. Floyd is back at FSU with his

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

SWING FROM SPRINGTIME TO OPERA TO FSU CIRCUS 
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 8C
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Comedian Eric Idle is 74. Composer Van-
gelis (“Chariots of Fire”) is 74. Singer
Bobby Kimball of Toto is 70. Actor Bud
Cort (“Harold and Maude”) is 69. Actor
Brendan Gleeson (“Harry Potter”) is 62.
Actress Marina Sirtis (“Star Trek: The Next
Generation”) is 62. Actor Christopher
Lambert (“Highlander”) is 60. Singer
Perry Farrell of Porno for Pyros and Jane’s

Addiction is 58. Comedian Amy Sedaris is 56. Model Elle
Macpherson is 54. Singer-harmonica player John Popper
of Blues Traveler is 50. Actress Lucy Lawless (“Xena: War-
rior Princess”) is 49. Country singer Regina Leigh of Regina
Regina is 49. Country singer Brady Seals is 48.

Lawless

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). As you interact with the
people around you today, you’ll recognize that this is not
your average crew. There will be enormous rewards for
your gracious management of a wide swath of traits,
talents, crotchets and flaws.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). People will ask you the ques-
tions they wish you would ask them. Therefore, don’t
waste your time trying to craft the right answer. Instead,
turn it around and quickly get to the point of the dis-
course.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Can you keep your original
shape under the crushes of conformity? Well, you’re not
sure that you’d want to do so. Today, you will mostly be
enriched by the influence of others. You’re too strong to
be changed very much anyway.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). An interesting story will
become even more compelling today. The thrill you get
from learning will override any initial fear or self-con-
sciousness you may feel in asking questions.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Being too involved with a person
or project causes distortions of reality; intimate knowledge
of the minutiae blinds you to the big picture. Paradoxically,
you’ll have to step back in order to get closer.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Make the choice that feels
right. You don’t know where it will lead, and right now, no
one will tell you. Unlike a jealous sibling who might spoil a
surprise meant for you, the universe wants to delight in
your startling glee.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). When you are in love, no
words, no touch, no eyes and no embrace can match those
of your beloved. You’ll find yourself in a similar “no sub-
stitutions” situation today.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s not that you want your
life to look like a magazine. But that might be the end
result as you seek a sense of physical, visual and emotional
harmony in your environment. Much will be achieved to
this end.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). History is like a purse you
can rummage through to find useful information and
tools, such as lenses that will change the way you see your
world. Just remember that the past is for remembering or
discovering, not for living in.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Information carries no
special quality within itself. It has to be put to use to im-
pact the world. If it is ignored, it may as well not exist. For
this reason, today, you’ll be sure to act on what you know.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It will be better to connect
your ideas than to protect them. The involvement of sup-
porters and challengers will speed up and sharpen your
process. Together you will leap forward, creating great-
ness.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Going with the flow is a
specialty of yours, but not today. There is a rebel inside
you digging heels into the dirt. No one can move you from
this place. You and you alone will decide when to go.

Today’s birthday (March 29). You are greatly and
widely beloved. You’ll influence many in a quiet, persistent
way. It’s about what you stand for. There’s no ego in your
work. You’re devoted to furthering a particular principle or
way of operating. Your best financial move may be illogical
— you’ll just feel it. There will be windfalls in July and
November. Cancer and Virgo adore you. Your lucky num-
bers are: 7, 42, 21, 29 and 38.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, March 29, the 88th day of 2017.
There are 277 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1638: Swedish colonists settled in present-day Delaware.
1936: German Chancellor Adolf Hitler claimed over-

whelming victory in a plebiscite on his policies.
1962: Jack Paar hosted NBC’s “Tonight” show for the

final time. (Johnny Carson debuted as host the following
October.)

1973: The last United States combat troops left South
Vietnam, ending America’s direct military involvement in
the Vietnam War.

1992: Democratic presidential front-runner Bill Clinton
acknowledged experimenting with marijuana “a time or
two” while attending Oxford University, adding, “I didn’t
inhale and I didn’t try it again.”

TODAY IN HISTORY

WEDNESDAY

Clogging Classes - Mountain Dews:
Beginning clogging classes for all
ages, all types of music. 6:15-7:15
p.m. Jackson Lodge, 2818 Apalach-
ee Parkway. 

THURSDAY

Carolina Shag Dance Lessons:
Learn to dance the smooth steps
of Carolina shag to your favorite
songs. Beginners welcome. $5 a
person, 7 p.m. ARTS Afterschool,
3510 Weems Road. 

FRIDAY

“Peter and the Starcatcher”: A young orphan and his

mates are shipped off from Victorian England to a distant
island. This adventure, which serves as a prequel to “Peter
Pan,” is meant for the spirit of adventure in all of us, no
matter what our age. 8 p.m. $25, $20 seniors, $15 students.
Theatre Tallahassee, 1861 Thomasville Road.

FRIDAY/SATURDAY

Springtime Tallahassee Festival: Experience
true Southern hospitality with one of the

largest and most celebrated festivals in the
southeast. The two-day event kicks off
with a Music Festival on Kleman Plaza
featuring national entertainment acts
on Friday night. Saturday begins with a
Grand Parade featuring over 100 entries
followed by the famous Jubilee in the
Park featuring hand crafted items, Chil-

dren’s Park, and local entertainment
stages in Downtown Tallahassee. 9 a.m.-5

p.m. Downtown Marketplace, Park Ave.

SUNDAY

Sunday Brunch at Lake Ella: 10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. The
Shops at Lake Ella, 1641 N Monroe St.

Calendar

Send us
information

Let us know what’s on your
schedule. Use the online form

at
Eventful.com/Tallahassee.

The deadline for submissions
is 5 p.m. the Monday before

publication.
Questions?

Call 599-2161.

Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell of
the grid. Each row,
column and region must
contain only one in-
stance of each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.
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The planning for this year’s
Pangaea performance began as
soon as last year’s ended. With 17
different acts and more than 100
performers, it would be safe to
assume that a professional was
overseeing the production or, at
the very least, a faculty member
was taking an active directorial
role. In fact, the event from start
to finish was student driven.
Twelfth-graders Zayn Ahmed and
Saniya Pradhan were eager to
accept the challenge. 

“It’s basically completely stu-
dent run,” explains Saniya who
served as the stage director. “I am
obviously biased but I think it’s the
best thing that Rickards does.
There’s just a lot of passion and a
lot of hard work and I think that
people can really appreciate that
and see it in the show.”

Zayn was the technical director
and he has a family history with
the show. “My older brother was in
charge of Pangaea. When I was in
seventh or eighth grade, I sat in
the back of the booth in a chair,
just watching them get everything
ready. I felt really interested and it
opened my eyes about what’s real-
ly out there in Tallahassee. That a
high school would have this event
was really cool.” 

Students exhibited their talents
in a variety of art forms including
salsa dancing, video production,
Bollywood dancing, stage combat,
guitar, singing, modeling tradition-
al and regional folk costumes from
dozens of countries, and playing
the guzheng, a Chinese string in-
strument with more than 2,500
years of history. Rickards students
were also joined by a number of
alumni, students from other
schools, and community members. 

Rickards 11th-grader Sharry
Solis was part of the Tallahassee
Mabuhay Dance Company’s per-
formance. “When I started doing
Pangaea, I was in middle school at
Fairview and it just carried on
from there. Our dance group is full
of people from other schools and it
brings not only Rickards together
but people from other schools
together. They invite their friends
and their friends invite their
friends, and the crowd is really
big. It makes everyone feel more
together even though we might go
to different high schools or col-
leges, we still have a sense of to-
getherness.” 

Sharry is also in charge of the
salsa club and she was inspired by
the collaborative effort she experi-
enced in preparing the choreogra-
phy for Pangaea. “I wasn’t expect-
ing to be choreographing at all, I
wasn’t expecting to be in charge of
two acts,” Sharry said. “There are
a lot of other people who helped
me out. It’s people who I never
would have thought would be con-
fident enough to get out of their

Pangaea production is over, con-
versations are already taking
place about next year’s event.
“After the show, we always discuss
what we did wrong and what we
can do to make it better,” said
Rickards world language teacher
Robert Amstutz. For the past four
years, he has acted as the produc-
tion’s facilitator and he has seen an
outpouring of support from the
school’s administration, faculty,
and staff. This year was no excep-
tion. “Everyone in the school came
together to make sure that what-
ever we needed to do would work.”

In looking forward and prepar-
ing to pass the torch to Pangaea’s
next leaders, Saniya said, “it feels
like we’re carrying on a legacy and
the fact that we’re celebrating our
diversity sends a really powerful
message.” Amanda agreed and
added “they say we’re the next
generation and we’re going to be
taking over. I think that it’s impor-
tant that we’re showing all the
cultures coming together.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is
the assistant director for the Coun-
cil on Culture & Arts. COCA is the
capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahassee
arts.org).

Pangaea
Continued from Page 1C

ANYA PRESTON

Wilfred and Mamie Odom are captured by Anya Preston, Rickards student
photographer, as they perform rap.

AMANDA THOMPSON

Apurva Srivastava plays the guitar at 
Rickards. 

comfort zone and choreograph a 
piece for all of us to share. I feel 
like I’ve seen a lot of people grow 
from this and I grew so much my-
self. I learned how to become a 
better leader and I feel like just 
being part of Pangaea can help you 
grow in ways that you’d never 
imagine.”

Tenth-grader Amanda Wiman 
worked backstage during last 
year’s performance. This year she 
tried something new. “I learned a 
lot about how to work the technol-
ogy booth and the light system. I 
want to become a bigger part like 
Zayn and Saniya in the future.”

Now that the 15th documented
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