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TLHLIFE

Cinematographer and dance-maker Jennifer
Akalina Petuch walked among Tallahassee’s tall
pines with Misty Penton, the museum curator at
Muscogee Nation of Florida Muscogee Farms.

As Penton sat down on a colorful blanket to
share stories of ancient Florida and its shells and
fossils, Petuch captured it from behind her cam-
era’s lens. Petuch serves as director of photog-
raphy and videographer for Theater with a Mis-
sion, a theater troupe that explores Florida’s
Spanish roots and history. 

This year Petuch has been tasked with her
largest undertaking yet — editing and producing
footage that will immerse digital audiences into
the first ever Virtual Loco for Love Festival.

The festival began in 2018 to bring Florida’s
history to life through drama, dancing, dueling
and dining. This year, it will celebrate the 200th
anniversary of Florida becoming a US territory
and provide stories from the state’s multicultur-
al past through Native American, African, Span-
ish and US perspectives.

“Documenting an event is very different from
a dance on camera piece,” explains Petuch
whose uses her background in dance and film-
making for the festival. “With a dance film,
you’re filming something that was only ever sup-
posed to be viewed from a 2D screen, compared

to filming a live event where you’re hoping you’re
getting the visceral experience captured precise-
ly for the next viewer who is going to see it via the
camera. It’s a huge responsibility.” 

Typically, Petuch coordinates a documenta-
tion team that preserves the festival’s live per-
formances and informational talks. For the vir-
tual festival, she has pivoted to curating the fes-
tival’s Corral Digital, a digital playhouse of short
videos that festivalgoers can browse. One video
teaches viewers the steps to the historic “Yankee
Doodle Dandee” dance. 

“It was a creative challenge to videotape and
capture everything,” says Petuch. “I think it’s

great to have it online. It’s also been a different
experience, especially since I’m not filming the
events live, but instead having to put together
montages and edits of past events, as well as
filming and interviewing people socially distant
so it can be watched virtually.” 

As an observer and witness to these Theater
with a Mission stories, Petuch has most enjoyed
learning new tidbits about Florida’s history. A
native Floridian, she notes key differences be-
tween her more tropical West Palm Beach home
and the red dirt and canopy roads of northern
Florida. 

Her father, a marine biologist in oceanogra-
phy and paleontology, moved her family to South
Florida to study the coast’s ancient shells. As a
choreographer both in front of and behind a
camera lens, Petuch approaches her work with
the same methodical eye.

Petuch serves as adjunct faculty in Florida
State University’s School of Dance, and recently
created an eight-week virtual “screendance”
course for students at Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Edwardsville. 

“When I make work, I try to see the world as a
scientist just as my parents taught me,” says Pe-

Filmed at Madison Blue Spring State Park in Lee, Jennifer Petuch’s “Liminality,” explores what happens after Odette leaps to her death in the
ballet, “Swan Lake.” JENNIFER PETUCH

DEEP
DIVE

Cinematographer and dance-maker Jennifer Akalina Petuch will
immerse digital audiences into the first ever Virtual Loco for Love
Festival. TALLAHASSEE

Cinematographer explores history,
dance in virtual Loco for Love 
Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: Virtual Loco for Love Festival 

When: 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Saturday, March 27 

Where: Online 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information on the Loco for
Love Festival, visit theaterwithamission.com. For
more on Jennifer A. Petuch, visit japetuch.com. See PETUCH, Page 2C

In May of 2003, Dr. Tiffany Ardley
made history as the first African Amer-
ican and first woman to earn a Ph.D. in
Medicinal Chemistry from Florida A&M
University. “And I’m not that old!” 

The Tallahassee native grew up in the
heart of FAMU’s campus, where her fa-
ther worked for the university athletic
program. She attended FAMU High
School (now FAMU Developmental Re-
search School), earning a full scholarship
to FAMU, where she completed her un-
dergraduate, graduate, and Ph.D. “I’m a
true Rattler,” she says.

In 2008, she joined FAMU as a faculty
member, teaching in the College of Phar-
macy and Pharmaceutical Sciences, In-
stitute of Public Health to undergradu-
ate, professional and graduate students.
Her hard work, volunteerism, and men-
torship make her a leader in the medical
research field and one of Tallahassee’s
25 Women You Need to Know. 

Ardley can often be found alongside

her students and colleagues on FAMU’s
campus, where she leads a drug discov-
ery research laboratory to study inflam-
mation, fibroids, breast and prostate
cancer. “I wanted to learn more about
how to help at-risk populations,” Ardley
said. Her research has been presented
internationally, and in 2019 she received
a patent for an active anti-cancer agent
discovered in her research laboratory. 

Her pioneering spirit has developed a
passion and commitment to encourage
more girls to study STEM. “I want to find
ways to let girls know that it is OK to
tackle the sciences, and to take the hard
sciences,” Ardley said.

Partnering with former classmates,
she has been awarded multiple Depart-
ment of Education grants to offer ”The
Program of Excellence in STEM,” an out-
reach designed to introduce more young
scholars to science and technology fields
of study.

Outside of the classroom, Dr. Ardley
dedicates her time to the Pace Center for
Girls, joining the board of directors in
2012. “Pace is a magic place,” she said.
“When I could see that they are able to

reach a population of girls who are often
written off, and really take the time to fig-
ure them out and teach them how to
manage issues in life, I wanted to sup-
port that with my time, talents, and trea-
sure.”

She sees Tallahassee as a treasure,
enjoying being in the center of the action
on FAMU’s campus as well as the city’s

parks and trails. “I want Tallahassee to
continue to grow and thrive,” Ardley
said. “There is a lot of opportunity to be
successful here, and small businesses to
support.”

She recalls the value that local sup-
port brought when her family owned a
small business, the Capital Outlook.
“Seeing the changes happening here is
exciting.”

Ardley leads exciting changes, too, or-
chestrating the implementation of the
Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical
Sciences (BSPS) degree program at FA-
MU, the only one in the state and at an
Historically Black College and University
(HBCU) with a College of Pharmacy. “We
just graduated our first class,” she said. 

And, she welcomes others to her
drum step fitness classes, as a teacher at
O-B Fit, LLC and Kingz and Queenz Fit-
ness. “It’s a step class, and we use drum
sticks,” she said. “It is so much fun!”

As a scholar, researcher, teacher, and
mentor, Ardley represents the rewards
that come from hard work and a strong
sense of self. Her contributions are mak-
ing Tallahassee a better place. 

25 WOMEN YOU NEED TO KNOW

FAMU researcher Ardley encourages girls at Pace
Heather Fuselier
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Tiffany Ardley PROVIDED



Tallahassee Democrat - 03/22/2021 Page : C02

March 22, 2021 10:54 am (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Upgrade your bathroom, upgrade your life.
With a new walk-in shower, you can make sure your

bathroom ages as gracefully as you do. This shower was

designed by experts, with you in mind, focusing on safety

and convenience when it matters most. Discover how a

walk-in shower can help reduce the risk of falling, giving you

the freedom to enjoy your bathroom again.

Commercial Grade Non-Slip Floor

Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

Professionally Installed

in 1 day

Fold Down Safety Seat

Luxurious 8" Rainfall

Shower Head

Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar

Lifetime Warranty

Optional Barrier Free

Wheelchair Accessible

CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

Call NowToll-Free

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

WITH APPROVED
CREDIT

Enjoy the ease of

Showering Safely
So you can stay in the home you love!

Call today and receive
exclusive savings of up to

$750 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Shower.
Not applicable with any previous walk-in shower purchase.
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.

www.SafeStepShower.com

Introducingthe
ALLNEW
Walk-In
Shower!

TD-GCI0593982-01

850-739-6287

850-739-6287
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell
of the grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral.

Yesterday’s solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.

Composer Stephen Sondheim is 91.
Actor William Shatner is 90. News an-
chor Wolf Blitzer is 73. Composer An-
drew Lloyd Webber is 73. Sportscast-
er Bob Costas is 69. Comedian Kee-
gan-Michael Key is 50. Actor Reese
Witherspoon is 45. Rapper Mims is
40. Actor Constance Wu is 39.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Key

Aries (March 21-April 19). There’s no correct way to
run your life, but it does go better when you follow your
own code. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). It takes courage to be
oneself, especially where a strong authority figure is
present. Give yourself props for each time you are dar-
ingly yourself.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Now that you know what
outcome you’d like to see, you can consciously set up a
reward system aligned with that outcome.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). People won’t mention
problems if no one asks. You have a spidey sense about
such things and should definitely follow it. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). The reason justice depart-
ments have anonymous tip lines is that the truth often
comes from anonymous sources. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Return to the fundamen-
tals. Some of the foundations laid long ago have settled
badly. This can be fixed! 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). A key part of relationships
is watching out for one another. You’ll show up, though

you might do so from a supportive distance, ready to
assert yourself only as needed.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). What if you knew that
what you wanted was guaranteed to come with only a
few more changes, a little more work and a willingness
to hold out? Well, it is.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Perhaps it isn’t pos-
sible to get to the bottom of a mystery. However, you
could learn enough to advance to a place where the
wilder speculations have been resolved.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ve a strong appe-
tite now, not for food but for other things that make life
delicious. Approach as you would a buffet.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You could piece togeth-
er your own education on the matter for free, but
you’ve done so much of this. Give yourself a break. Pay
for quality training.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Today, your best re-
sponses will be nonverbal and have to do with holding
a soft, receptive space.

ASTROLOGY

Today is Monday, March 22, the 81st day of 2021.
There are 284 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1945: The Arab League was formed with the

adoption of a charter in Cairo, Egypt.
1988: Congress overrode President Ronald Rea-

gan’s veto of the Civil Rights Restoration Act. 
1993: Intel Corp. unveiled the original Pentium

computer chip.

TODAY IN HISTORY

tuch. “You don’t judge, you just observe. You see the
beauty. I love and embrace fresh, new and stimulating
ideas and like the fact that artists can take it a step fur-
ther than scientists and start to make work with opin-
ions based on their observations.” 

Petuch wields a wholly unique periodic table of ele-
ments to blend together her love of dance, camerawork
and nature.

For dance films and digital projection pieces, she
plays with osmosis, diluting, saturation, weight, phys-
ics and gravity. Both her two-dimensional work on
screen and three-dimensional work in choreography
deals with the rule of thirds and aesthetic composition. 

Her most recent work, “Liminality,” explores what
happens after Odette leaps to her death in the ballet,
“Swan Lake.”

Filmed at Madison Blue Spring State Park in Lee,
Florida, the dance film is a 360-degree deep dive into
ethereal blue waters, as dancer and choreographer An-
nali Rose twists herself around mossy rocks and pirou-
ettes between escaping air bubbles.

Petuch filmed every scene underwater, manipulating
physics to give the dance surrealistic angles, which
eventually builds up in a series of quick cuts and edits to
a breathless climax. 

“I’m always thinking about nature in my work and
the underlying theme of growth and evolution,” says
Petuch. “Liminality is a place of transition, and that’s
where we are in the water. I never wanted the camera to
leave the water and we never see her above the water.
It’s about Odette, but it’s really about perseverance,
which I think is relevant nowadays.” 

So far, “Liminality” has been shown in more than 20
international and national festivals and has won sever-
al awards. Like the Loco for Love Festival, many of these
showings have remained completely digital, while oth-
ers have projected films onto the side of buildings for
drive-ins or socially distant events. 

Despite the continued challenges of the pandemic,
Petuch is proud to be part of the arts community’s im-
pact in helping society stay engaged and sane during
this year-long drought of live work. 

“We’re creating culture and history right at this mo-
ment,” says Petuch. “I am making work because I am
influenced by other art, other stories and COVID. We’re
marking our place in history.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the Coun-
cil on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Petuch
Continued from Page 1C

This Loco for Love Festival began in 2018 to bring
Florida’s history to life through drama, dancing,
dueling and dining. This year, the festival will be
virtual and will celebrate the 200th anniversary of
Florida becoming a US territory. PROVIDED


