
Tallahassee Democrat - 03/22/2017 Page : C03

Copyright © 2017 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 03/22/2017
March 22, 2017 9:08 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT » WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2017 » 3C

PORT-17-56101 ©Disney

By March 25th by calling 850-386-7327
or by email at info@funseas.com

WHERE

WHEN

RSVP

March 28, 2017, 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Holiday Cruises and Tours
2522 Capital Circle NE S-14
Tallahassee, FL 32308

It’s DAY at HOLIDAY CRUISES AND TOURS

Come to Disney Day at Holiday Cruises
and Tours and discover more about magical
vacations to Walt Disney World® Resort, an
Adventures by Disney® vacation and aboard
Disney Cruise Line. Find out the latest news and
special offers as we help plan the vacation of
your dreams.

Be sure to contact Holiday Cruises and Tours to
book your next magical Disney vacation! Call
850-386-7327 or stop by our office at 2522
Capital Circle NE S-14, Tallahassee, FL 32308.

Ships’ Registry: The Bahamas

WAYNE SHORTER QUARTET
Insiders, enter to win tickets to see Wayne Shorter and his quartet, one of the

most influential saxophonists and composers in the pantheon of modern music,

let alone jazz. Winner will receive two tickets to the April 13th performance

(Total ARV: $130).

Log in now to enter to win.

Tallahassee.com/insider

TD-0000284589

CHECK OUT
THIS INSIDER
SWEEPSTAKES!

Must be an Insider to be eligible to enter the sweepstakes. If you’re a subscriber, then
you’re an Insider! Entries accepted 3/10/17 through 4/6/17.

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

The art of printmaking originated in
the Far East and dates to at least the
fifth century. Designs were carved into
wood, then inked and pressed upon
textiles or paper. In the centuries that
followed, many different forms of
printmaking emerged all over the
globe. 

American pop artist Andy Warhol is
largely credited with popularizing the
silk-screen printmaking method in the
1960s with works featuring the iconic
Marilyn Monroe and Campbell’s soup
cans. The eighth-graders in Cobb Mid-
dle School’s advanced art class have
been exploring printmaking, and their
most recent venture was silk-screen. 

“I wanted them to experience a
whole unit of printing,” said Cobb art
teacher Natalie Begley. “We do block
printing with Styrofoam and some stu-
dents do it with Linoleum block,” a
variant on wood block that’s easier and
safer to carve. “I wanted to give them
another option with silk-screen.” Be-
gley received an Arts Education grant
from the Council on Culture & Arts to
purchase the specialized tools and sup-
plies needed for her students to explore
the technique. 

Though the process is relatively
easy to execute, it’s cumbersome to
describe and Begley anticipated that
the instruction would be challenging.
“We did a positive and negative space
project before we even started print-
making. Then we did block printing,” a
relief printing process. 

The silk-screen process is known as
a resist printing process. First, the
artist creates a design on a transparent
sheet using black ink. Then a thin and
even layer of photosensitive emulsion
is spread onto a framed, fine-mesh
screen and left to dry completely. The
transparent sheet is then flipped onto
the wrong side and secured to the sur-
face of the screen using transparent
tape. 

It is then exposed to light which
causes the emulsion to harden and bind
to the screen in the transparent areas,
creating an impermeable barrier. In the
areas where the light is blocked by the
black ink on the transparent sheet, the
emulsion remains water-soluble and
can be easily washed out. This is the
area through which the printing ink will
pass to create the design. Once the
screen has been washed out and has
thoroughly dried, it is laid onto the
printing material. Ink is spread on the
inside of the screen and pressed
through with a squeegee. 

“It was hard for them to visualize it
in their heads,” Begley said. “I showed

them a YouTube video and I had all the
tools out. We talked about every word,
emulsion, squeegee, transparent and
opaque, everything. Then they saw me
do it and it was still hard to grasp.”

Lyric Carper confirmed, “when she
was explaining it, it wasn’t really com-
ing to me but I learned that it wasn’t as
hard as I thought.” Though some stu-
dents chose to draw their images by
hand, others opted to use digital design
tools. Lyric used Microsoft Word to
manipulate text and images, creating a
cohesive composition that incorporated
her name and music notes. Though
Begley doesn’t have Photoshop soft-
ware, she teaches her students to use
easily accessible alternatives. “You can
do a lot with Word and they all have
access to it through the school. You can
play with text and you can always copy
and paste an image and fiddle with it.”

Hunter Balfour chose to create a
hand-drawn cactus motif. “I have cacti
and I’m trying to grow them out of
cuttings. I have a few in my room and
some out on my porch.” The plan was to
print the prickly design onto pillow
cases, a witty juxtaposition, but Hunter
realized the fine lines of the original
version weren’t going to print clearly
so a revision with thicker, darker lines
was necessary. 

Inspired by the creativity and tenac-
ity of Mexican artist Frida Kahlo, Sa-
mantha Ellrich chose to print a portrait
of Kahlo along with her quote “at the
end of the day, we can endure so much
more than we think we can.” Due to
various physical struggles, Kahlo was

often confined to her bed and she used
art as a coping mechanism. Samantha’s

interpretation of Kahlo’s quote is that
“art gives you strength. Being able to
put down how you feel and how you see
things in a way where you can have that
moment forever is kind of awesome. I
channel a lot of my own energy through
painting.” 

Begley knows that silk-screen print-
ing is an unusual technique to teach
middle-schoolers. “I never did screen-
printing until college,” she admitted but
she’s hoping that by providing students
with this experience, they will be able
to practice additional skills. The very
nature of printmaking is topsy-turvy.
Students must be able to think in ab-
stract ways and perceive things from a
variety of different vantage points,
simultaneously. To be successful, they
must show perseverance, flexibility,
and problem-solving. 

“You have to cater to the creative
side of students because that comes up
in all different situations in life,” Be-
gley said. “It takes that creative thing,
thinking outside of the box, thinking
backward, and wrapping your brain
around crazy printmaking stuff to help
you understand all kinds of ideas.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
assistant director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Printmaking sparks creativity in eighth-graders
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
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Natalie Begley holds the screen steady as
students create prints. 

Some students created silk-screen T-shirts. 


