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Jan Munn has been teaching art at
Chaires Elementary School for 16
years. In that time, she has designed
countless lessons and projects that
inspire her students to explore their
creativity, express their feelings and
ideas, and learn about our cultural his-
tory. She recently challenged her
fourth-graders with a new art project.
This one encourages them to exercise
their compassion and examine the con-
sequences of prejudice, specifically as
it relates to the Holocaust.

In 1994, the state of Florida passed a
bill that mandated Holocaust instruc-
tion for students from kindergarten to
12th grade. To assist in this effort, there
are nine Task Force sites across the
state that offer intensive training pro-
grams, curricula and resources for
teachers. Tallahassee is the location for
one of them, the Holocaust Education
Resource Council (HERC), and Munn
has become one of the organization’s
most ardent supporters. 

“I started going to the HERC work-
shops because I was like ‘How do you
teach the Holocaust?’ It’s so difficult
and it was so horrible.” After years of
involvement and training, Munn not

only is adept at bringing the subject
into her own classroom, she’s helping
others do the same. As a member of
HERC’s education committee, she’s
working to develop teaching trunks
that include books and other classroom
resources including copies of her own
lesson plans for other educators to use
if they wish. 

Using age-appropriate instructional

strategies, Munn has learned to in-
troduce the content to her students
gradually. “Kindergarten just gets a
little piece of it. I’ll read them a Dr.
Seuss book like ‘Yertle the Turtle,’ ” an
allegory representing the rise and fall
of the Nazi party. “As they get older I
go more in depth. By the time the kids
get to high school, they’re digging real-
ly deep into the survivors’ stories, but

we have to go very gently for our little
tykes and build on it as we go.”

Munn’s fourth-graders have been
studying “The Butterfly,” a poem writ-
ten by Pavel Friedmann in 1942 at The-
resienstadt concentration camp. This
camp is often referred to as Terezín,
the garrison city where it was located.
Inspired by that poem, students are
undertaking a printmaking project and
incorporating a butterfly motif into
their designs. After Munn explained
the printmaking process, showed ex-
amples and demonstrated the tech-
niques, students were able to translate
their sketches into actual prints. In
some cases, this proved more compli-
cated than expected. 

Grayson Blake found it difficult to
evenly distribute the ink onto his Styro-
foam printing plate. “I added too much
or too little. It’s really hard to get the
perfect amount to get the perfect
print.” With an attitude of determina-
tion, he said, “even though I wasn’t that
lucky today, I’m going to keep trying.” 

Though Grayson and his classmates
have learned about printmaking
through this lesson, they have gained
much more than that. When reflecting 
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TOP LEFT: Students focus on rolling out their ink evenly on Styrofoam trays. TOP RIGHT: Logan
Riedle reveals her butterfly print in art class at Chaires. ABOVE: Chaires art teacher Jan Munn
demonstrates how to spread this printing ink using a brayer.

See Teaching, Page 3C
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Movies

A REAL KILLER JOB: Eighty American office
workers in a high-rise in South America are
suddenly locked in and ordered to fight to the
death — or get murdered for resisting — in
the gory story “The Belko Experiment.” It’s
rated R and opens Friday at AMC 20 and Gov-
ernor’s Square.

RELEASE THE ‘BEAST’: After being held
captive in an enchanted castle, a beautiful
maiden (Emma Watson) makes friends with

enchanted furniture and dinnerware before
making peace with a cursed prince (Dan Ste-
vens) in Disney’s live-action version of the
musical “Beauty and the Beast.” It’s rated
PG and opens Friday at AMC 20, Governor’s
Square and the IMAX Theatre on Kleman
Plaza.

ARTHUR MILLER IN IRAN: Married actors
who are co-starring in a Farsi production of
Arthur Miller’s famed “Death of Salesman”
have their relationship put to the test when
they move into an apartment with a strange
past in the Oscar-winning Iranian film “The
Salesman.” It’s unrated and subtitled and it
opens Friday at All Saints Cinema, in the Am-

trak station off Railroad Avenue. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

RUN AWAY WITH THE CIRCUS: A Mongolian
woman finds life under the Big Top is the way
to go when the documentary “How The
Circus Saved My Life” is screened at 8 p.m.
Saturday at the Stewart Lippe Film Festival
at Blue Tavern, 1206 N. Monroe St. Other short
documentaries will also be shown. There will
be a question-and-answer portion of the
evening with Lippe. There may or may not be
a cover charge at the door. 

Theater

BACK TO NEVERLAND: Every story must have
a beginning, even the ones people think they
know front-to-back. Take, for instance, “Peter
and the Starcatcher,” the quasi-musical

prequel to “Peter Pan,” opening at 8 p.m.
Thursday at Theatre Tallahassee, 1861 Thom-
asville Road. The play, which follows a group
of orphans on a quest to protect a mysterious
substance from a band of pirates, runs at 8
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m. Sundays
through April 2. Tickets are $25 for adults, $20
for seniors and $15 for students. Call 224-8474
or visit theatretallahassee.org.

Special events

ENJOY A MIDWEEK LAUGH: The Tallahassee
Democrat scribes are in the house when music
bard Kati Schardl joins humor columnist
Mark Hinson for a live reading at 8 p.m.
Wednesday at Blue Tavern, 1206 N. Monroe 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

GET SET FOR ‘BEAUTY,’ ST. PATRICK’S DAY FUN
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Limelight, Page 2C
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www.birdsongnaturecenter.org

Sat. March 18, 2017

2106 Meridian Road
Thomasville, GA

All proceeds go to Birdsong Nature Center
TD-0000283998

NAILED IT.
You can too with a

$75 Nail Salon Gift Card*

Enter by March 31 for your chance to win

Tallahassee.com/insider
Youmust be a current Insider to be eligible to enter the sweepstakes.

If you’re a subscriber, then you’re an Insider!

*Sweepstakes starts 3/1/17 and ends 3/31/17. No purchase
necessary to enter to win. For complete rules, visit
Tallahassee.com/insider. Retailer is not a participating partner in
or sponsor of this offer. Must be at least 18 or older to enter.
MX5323

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Happy First
Birthday

Addison Lee Peterson, March 19, 2016. Daughter of
Jerry and Misty Peterson.

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-FirstBirthdays@talla-
hassee.com. Include the child’s full name, date of birth and
parents’ names, address and phone number. Photos are
published on Wednesdays on or after the child’s first birth-
day. Photos are published within one month of the birth-
day. Call 599-2171.

I can’t imagine the pain of losing a
child, especially one whose life has
barely begun. My friend Martha Wein-
stein suffered unbearable grief when
her 51⁄2-year-old son, Jesse Correia, died
in 1988. For years she carried the pain
of losing her young son.

And then she realized her son could
live on through other children doing the
things that Jesse loved so much. Jesse
enjoyed the outdoors and was very
happy camping and hiking. His school
encouraged the arts, and he enjoyed
acting in plays and loved to draw. Jes-
se’s life had been enriched by his par-
ticipation in Tallahassee Parks and

Recreation’s Tumbling Tots program.
So in 2011, Martha established The

Jesse Correia Memorial Fund to pro-
vide low-income children the opportu-
nity to participate in the things that
Jesse loved, like baseball, gymnastics,
and arts and crafts. She planted the
seed with the Tallahassee Parks and
Recreation Department to offer a pro-
gram for children who had nothing to
do and no place to go during their
schools’ spring break week.

And then in 2014, the first Jesse
Correia Spring Break Camp was born
at the Walker-Ford Community Center.
In addition to sports, games and crafts,
the camp included segments on nonvio-
lent communication, cooperative games
and mindful living. Special guests came
to inspire the children, including the
mayor and a Supreme Court justice.

The camp provided supervised ac-
tivities from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., as
well as nutritious snacks and lunches.

And now there’s really good news.
Thanks to donations to the Memorial
Fund, and with matching dollars from
the Tallahassee Parks and Recreation
Department, the 2017 Spring Break
Camp will expand to two more commu-
nity centers. In addition to Walker-
Ford, there will be camps at the Le-
Verne Payne and Jack McClean cen-
ters.

Ashley Edwards, director of the
Tallahassee Parks and Recreation De-
partment, says, “We are thrilled to
expand this wonderful project that
Martha Weinstein started. Keeping kids
safe while having fun is a win-win. We
hope as funding increases, we can con-
tinue to expand Jesse’s Spring Break
Camps to include more and more kids.”

“I must tell you that a piece of my
heart has been restored to a place of
peace because of these camps,” Wein-
stein says. “To transfer my son’s expe-
riences into a program for our commu-

nity’s youth makes my heart sing a new
song.” 

If you would like to see these camps
continue and expand next year, please
join me in making a tax-deductible
donation to Friends of Our Parks Foun-
dation, 912 Myers Park Drive, Tallahas-
see, FL 32301. Be sure to note “Jesse
Correia’s Memorial Camps” on the
memo line. For more information, go to
www.talgov.com/parks/parks-parks-
foop.aspx.

Martha Weinstein makes my heart
sing to see how she has turned her grief
into good. Happily, she has gone from a
bereaved mother to a gracious god-
mother for many lucky spring break
campers.

Dr. Sally Butzin is a retired educator
and community volunteer. She currently
serves on the Citizens Advisory Board
for the Tallahassee Parks and Recrea-
tion Department.

Mother turns grief toward helping other children

Sally
Butzin
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

on the essential message
of the classwork they’ve
done, Grayson said,
“Kids were taken away
and some were separated
from their families. It’s
important to remember
that. Doing this helps us
remember that.” 

Logan Riedle shared a
similar sentiment about
the prints she created. “It
makes me feel better to
make art about it. It
makes me feel like peo-
ple still care about what
happened.” After learn-
ing about Terezín, Nicole
Bean imagined that cre-
ating art would have also
helped those imprisoned
there. “In that camp, they
were starving and they
had no happy life at all.
The kids, they used art to
calm themselves down.”

Many artworks were
created at Terezín, large-
ly due to the forethought
and bravery of Frederika
“Friedl” Dicker-Bran-
deis, an Austrian artist
and educator. “Every-
body was told they were
going to a work camp and
they were allowed to
bring one suitcase,”
Munn said. “Instead of
bringing clothes, Friedl
brought art supplies. She
knew there would be kids
there and that she would
need to help them. She
knew that things you
can’t talk about, some-
times, you can draw
about, you can paint
about.” 

In the spirit of Dicker-
Brandeis, Munn is using
art to help her students
channel their imagina-
tion and emotions. She’s
even taking it one step
further. As an extension
of the lessons learned in
the art room, Munn has
championed a school
butterfly garden that has
been built and planted as
a permanent Holocaust
memorial. 

Additionally, the art-
work created by Chaires
students will be on dis-
play in the lobby of Ruby
Diamond Concert Hall on

March 25 for the “Requi-
em of Resistance” con-
cert featuring the Talla-
hassee Symphony Or-
chestra and the FAMU
Concert Choir. The per-
formance is an homage
to the artistic resistance
at Terezín and it will tell

the story of the historic
performances of Giu-
seppe Verdi’s Requiem.

“Through art, I’m
teaching tolerance and
acceptance. Not just
tolerance, but accep-
tance,” Munn said.
“We’re teaching kids to
get along; we’re teaching
sharing, manners, all the
things that they need. If
we don’t study history,
we will repeat history.” 

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the assis-
tant director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts
.org).
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Art students could choose
from a variety of paper and
ink colors for their prints. 

L3 Leadership Conference offers girls scholarships 

Ladies Learning to Lead (L3) will host its seventh
annual Leadership Conference for middle school and
high school girls on May 19 and 20 at Florida State
University’s Center for Leadership and Social
Change.

Applications are now being accepted from girls in
Florida and South Georgia for this fun two-day over-
night event. Young ladies will learn about STEM ca-
reers, entrepreneurship and college preparation, and
have an opportunity to network and gain mentorship
from influential women from across the U.S. 

From the help of sponsors like Florida Blue, Wal-
Mart and Comcast, along with local donors, L3 is pro-
viding scholarships to 200 young ladies this year.
Girls must complete the college-focused application,
which will require an essay, a GPA of 2.0 or better,
and community leadership and service. Applications
will be reviewed and accepted based on all require-
ments. The scholarship includes lodging, meals and
materials. L3 also provides business clothing, busi-
ness cards, gifts and major prizes like Disney World
tickets for top applicants. The application deadline is
March 31. Girls can apply online at www.L3ladies.org. 

For those interested in giving, L3 is in need of in-
kind items for the girls’ bags, business clothing, and
sponsorship, which is $150 per girl. For giving online
visit the L3 website at www.L3ladies.org or contact
Executive Director Samantha Vance at 850-445-3144
or sam@l3ladies.org. 

Tobacco-Free Kids speak out

Students Working Against Tobacco (SWAT) activ-
ists across Leon County will speak out against the
tobacco industry during the 22nd annual running of
Kick Butts Day today. The Campaign for Tobacco-
Free Kids sponsors this nationwide day of activism,
which empowers youths to fight back against Big
Tobacco. 

SWAT’s theme this year is: “Exposing Big Tobacco:
You Can’t Make This Up.” The student-led organiza-
tion’s goal is to expose the deceptive marketing prac-
tices the tobacco industry uses to draw in young peo-
ple. The initiative also raises awareness about the
serious harm that addictive tobacco products cause.

Leon County SWAT clubs will mount Kick Butts
Day activities at their schools today and throughout
the month.

Learn about the science of the sea

Gulf Specimen Marine Lab will have its free Sci-
ence of the Sea program at 1 p.m. Saturday and Sun-
day at the Marine Lab, 222 Clare Drive in Panacea.
Classes will be one hour long with hands-on activities.

This week’s class will cover the five layers of the
ocean and what inhabits them. Participants will match
creatures with their ocean layers and create an ocean
in a bottle. 

Learn more at www.gulfspecimen.org/ or call 850-
984-5297.

Photo Day at the St. Marks Refuge

See the beautiful wildflowers, wildlife and land-
scapes of St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge through
the lens of your camera or phone with expert help
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. Photo Day, hosted by
the Refuge Photo Club, will include tram tours, wagon
tours, beginners photo class, phone photography and
digi-scoping, and photo stops along Lighthouse Road
with photo tips by members.

Reservations are required for tours and the class.
Bring your own equipment, questions, and a picnic
lunch. To reserve your space or for more information,
call St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge at 850-925-
6121, www.fws.gov/refuge/st_marks. Events are locat-
ed along Lighthouse Road (County Road 59) 3 miles
south of U.S. Hwy 98 at Newport Bridge just east of
the St. Marks River in Wakulla County.

LOCAL FAMILY BRIEFS
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