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M A R C H  O F  A R T 
S ecretary of State Ken Detzner and the Florida

Department of State announced the first

annual “March of Museums.” March of

Museums celebrates the variety and versatility of

museums in our communities. In addition to events

being held by the Florida Department of State, the

agency is partnering with other museums in

Tallahassee to share the many unique opportunities in

which visitors can experience museums.

“As Florida’s Chief Cultural Officer, I am excited to an-
nounce the launch of the first ever ‘March of Museums’ here in
our state’s capital city of Tallahassee,” said Florida Secretary of
State Ken Detzner. “ March of Museums is an event to cele-
brate the important services museums provide to our commu-
nities and will feature the Grand Opening of Tallahassee’s new-
est museum, The Grove Museum, on Saturday. Exciting events
will also be hosted by the Department’s Museum of Florida
History, the Knott House Museum, and Mission San Luis, in
addition to events being held throughout the month of March
by our partners in Tallahassee.” 

The Florida Historic Capitol Museum will be offering The
Way We Worked: Labor and Florida History, the second in-
stallment in a four-part Florida Humanities Speaker Series, as
well as a World War I themed trivia night in conjunction with
the special exhibit Over Here and Over There: The United
States, Florida, and World War I.

TALLAHASSEE MUSEUMS PARTNER WITH STATE TO SHOWCASE VARIETY, VERSATILITY 

PHOTOS BY JOE

RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

TOP: Jim Cosper
examines Clyde
Butcher’s Florida
photographs exhibit,
entitled Preserving
Eden, which opened
at the Museum of
Florida History on
Thursday, Feb. 9,
2017. ABOVE: People
examine the work of
photographer Clyde
Butcher at the
Museum of Florida
History’s temporary
exhibit of his work in
February.

SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 

See Museums, Page 4D
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BEYOND CARPET CLEANING
CARPET | TILE & GROUT | HARDWOOD | UPHOLSTERY

656-1777FOR A CLEANER & HEALTHIER HOME™

Cleaning Completed By 9/31/16
Promo Code: BRANDFree Residential Grout

Demo & Estimate
Residential Only. Free with any other cleaning service. Excludes air duct.

Must meet minimum charge. Expires 3/31/17. PROMO CODE: LUV

FL #CAC1816408
AL #08158

$50 OFF
AIR DUCT
CLEANING!

Cleaning
completed by
3/31/17 -

Residential Only
Minimum charges

apply.
Certain restrictions
apply. Call for
details.

Hidden away off Monroe Street, Tallahassee’s
newest museum will open its doors for the first time
to the public on Saturday. The Grove once sat on 640
acres of land and earned its name from the abun-
dance of hickory, pine and live oak trees that sur-
rounded the property. Under the stewardship of the
Department of State and Executive Director and
historian, Johnathan Grandage, the antebellum home
has been given a second life. 

Its story begins at basement level where Grandage
says he and his team began their narrative with the
late Governor LeRoy Collins, a tenant of the estate,
and his personal journey as an advocate for civil
rights. Collins’ office has been recreated with preci-

sion from photographs and his belongings — books,
desk objects, a funky chaise lounge — all so guests
could understand the evolution of his ideas from
where they originated. Through his research, Gran-
dage wanted to honor Governor Collins’ legacy, in
addition to the other individuals who lived and
worked in the home. 

“We wanted to create an inclusive narrative be-
cause it’s a Florida story and an American story,”
states Grandage. “This house has been a witness to
the changes Tallahassee has undergone. The people in
this home were literary and did a lot of writing, so we
wanted words authentic to the people, spoken by them
or written by them to structure a lot of the story.” 

Grandage earned his master’s in history and has 

Director digs deep to tell story of The Grove 
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See The Grove, Page 7D
SARA BROCKMANN

Johnathan Grandage
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T L H  LO C A L

Drag racing, once banished to lone-
ly country roads with spectators
dressed in leather and denim, began
to come into its own in the mid-1960s.
While dangerous and unlawful races
were still being conducted on then
remote streets like Mission Road, a
sanctioned drag strip was built on
west Highway 20 in Leon County. 

It was a transitional time in Talla-
hassee. The carefree attitude of the
early ‘60s was changing on several
levels. Mini skirts were replacing
ladies’ hats and gloves, men began
leaving their fedoras in the closet,
music was segueing from snappy to
the surreal, and small Japanese mo-
torcycles were outselling American
made Harley Davidsons with the ubiq-
uitous Honda 50 seemingly every-
where. And muscle cars ruled the
streets. 

The movie “American Graffiti”
could have been filmed on West Ten-
nessee or South Monroe Streets. Cars
cruised back and forth with the mus-
cle cars, the Pontiac GTOs, Dodge
Chargers, and Ford Mustangs sniffing
around each other much like stray
dogs trying to establish the pecking
order. 

On the peripheral were the Volks-
wagens and Ford Falcons, the Wan-
nabes, circling the pack hoping to see
some action. Then there was the outer
perimeter; the Hopefuls. This was the
younger set with their Vespa scooters
and Honda Cub 50 motorbikes. Here,
the pegged denim and chino pants
gave way to baggy jeans with rolled
up legs and Buddy Holly black
framed glasses. The Hopefuls, much
like pilot fish, gathered closely wait-
ing anxiously for a nod of acknowl-
edgement from one of the cool guys or
maybe even from a Falcon driver. 

Many of the hot-rodders gathered
at Smith’s American Service station
on South Monroe St. on weekends and
evenings to talk cars. According to
Tallahassee resident Greg Wood, a
member of the racing inner-circle,
Dave Youngman was the acknowl-
edged authority of all things racing.
Having followed the racing circuit,
Dave knew about cars, the drivers,
and the sanctioned rules. 

For the amateur racers, it usually
went something like this. One of the
“leaders of the pack” would be backed
in at a drive-in restaurant, maybe the
Dixieland or Corral on South Monroe
Street or the Seven Steers on West
Tennessee Street. 

The Volkswagen Beetles and Fal-
cons waiting patiently on the outskirts
of the parking lot. A rival, or maybe
even an out-of-town hotshot, would

ride through, eye contact was made,
and the race was on. A convoy would
form, with a Falcon pulling up the
rear of course, and head out to one of
the country roads for the race. After-
ward, providing there were no mis-
haps, everyone would return to the
drive-ins, hands were shook, stories
were told, reputations reaffirmed, and
even the little guys in the Falcons
were allowed to join in. In retrospect,
the potential for tragedy is difficult to
measure.

In the mid-60s, Herb Chanel, the
owner of the popular Chanello’s Pizza
on West Tennessee Street, had a vision
of developing a drag strip in the Talla-
hassee area. His vision came to fru-
ition in 1966 when he built the Talla-
hassee Speedway Park on land he
owned on Highway 20 West in Leon
County. Dave Youngman, the obvious
choice, was hired as the general man-
ager. 

Much like bass fishermen would
travel from afar to fish in Lake Jack-
son, drag racers flocked to Tallahas-
see. For the first time, young folks
had a safe place to pursue their pas-
sion. Suddenly, muscle cars began to
appear at Frisch’s Restaurant and
McDonalds on West Tennessee Street
after the races with the white chalk
race sequence numbers still painted
on their windshields – a definite status
symbol. All boasts and arguments had
been settled on the strip, discussed,
and friendships reaffirmed. 

Brandon Wood, Greg and Patsy
Wood’s son, inherited his dad’s love of
cars and racing. As a professional
race driver, he won the Jeg’s Allstars
Race, an officially sanctioned event,
in Columbus, Ohio in 2001. Today, he
still drives and races cars for other
owners throughout Georgia. 

And then it was over. Pegged pants
gave way to bell bottoms, Flower
Power was the slogan of the day, and
muscle cars were replaced by Volks-
wagen buses with flowers painted on
the sides. The thunder of hemi-head
V-eight engines with glasspack muf-
flers was no longer heard.

All things change and as Thomas
Wolfe wrote in 1940, “You can’t go
home again.” 

Oh, and by the way, I had a Falcon. 
David Brand is a retired police

officer who currently works for a non-
profit that represents the interests of
law enforcement. He lives at St. Tere-
sa Beach, Florida.

DAVID BRAND

A sanctioned drag strip was built on west Highway 20 in Leon County in the 1960s. 

Racing in the street at
Tallahassee’s drag strip 

David
Brand
GUEST COLUMNIST

DAVID BRAND

Hot-rodders gathered at Smith’s American
Service station on South Monroe to talk cars

Several years ago, there was a lot of
hand-wringing in Britain about the
demise of the public library. Three
hundred and forty-three libraries
closed, with many more expected to
join them soon. Cuts in budgets, hours,
and programs. Some observers saw the
problems spreading across the western
world and the death of the public li-
brary.

Wayne Wiegand, author of the recent
“Our Lives: A People ‘s History of the
American Public Library,” tells us to
relax, Americans love their public li-
brary. The Pew Research Center found
that in the previous decade every ma-
jor institution (government, churches,
banks) fell in esteem, except the public
library.

The Institute of Museum and Li-
brary Sciences notes that 55 percent of
new Americans use a library at least
once a week. A Massachusetts librarian
explained, “We have huge resources for
newcomers to the country…for legal
resources, testing preparations, help
with homework.

The U.S. has at least 18,000 public
libraries, more than ever. (More than
the number of McDonald’s) Why do we
love them? 

Wiegand tells us in three broad cate-

gories: 1. making useful information
accessible; 2. providing space to help
construct community; 3. the trans-
formative potential that reading, view-
ing and listening to the commonplace
stories that public libraries provide in a
variety of forms (books, films, DVDs,
etc).

From the start, public librarians

have been helpful with social justice
issues. An excellent example is racial
segregation. In the 1930s the Atlanta
library welcomed blacks. Maya Ange-
lou had this to say: “ I always knew
from that moment, from the time I
found myself at home in that little seg-
regated library in the South, all the way
up until I walked up the steps of the
New York City Library, I always felt, in
any town, if I can get to a library, I’ll be
okay. It really helped me as a child, and
that never left me. So I have a special
place for every library, in my heart of
hearts.”

To see how we are faring in Tallahas-
see, I caught up with Cay Hohmeister,
Director of Leon County LeRoy Collins
Libraries (main and six branches scat-
tered around town). She conveyed con-
fidence that things are moving along
smoothly, although, in response to a
question, she acknowledged that addi-
tional funding would permit an expan-
sion of services.

The lending of books and related
materials is still a strong function (1.8
million checkouts last year). Beyond
that, there is a lot going on at the LeRoy
Collins library, surely some things that
may surprise you.

You will find displays of the work of
local artists. Conference rooms are
available for various community or-
ganizations. There is an area for com-
puters, printers, etc. for the public. You
can call and get an appointment with a
“tech” to help you with your phone or
tablet.

There are activities for all ages
(book clubs, discussion groups, pre-
school story hours).

You can conduct job searches. Regis-
ter to vote. Visit the Consumer Re-
search Center before making a pur-
chase. 

There is a lot more, all of it free.
Cay Hohmeister and staff should

feel good about what they have created.
They get considerable help comes fro
volunteers.

The service is tops, as illustrated by
my last visit when I went in to pick up a
book that was on hold. As it was handed
to me I asked if she would search the
catalog for another book I wanted. No
problem, yes, it is in the stacks on the
second floor. Would you like for some-
one to bring it down? Just have a seat
over there. If I had asked them to shine
my shoes I think they would have found
a way to make it happen.

Now, I know that I look like I need
help but it seems librarians have an
almost pathological desire to help oth-
ers. (What a nice disorder). My wife
tells me that part of a librarian’s train-
ing is the idea of service and viewing
themselves as educators.

(Full transparency requires me to
note that three members of my family
are librarians).

Kent Miller used to teach psychology
at FSU. Now, at 89, he finds himself
dealing with life as an octogenarian and
its issues. Reach him at ksmill-
er@fsu.edu.

Libraries stay relevant for old and young

Kent
Miller
GUEST COLUMNIST

DEMOCRAT FILES 

Library director Cay Hohmeister claps during
the opening of its Eastside Branch Library in
2011. 

the saw marks left on the floor joists to
the ceilings.

“We felt very strongly that the expe-
riences that people had here would be
relevant to the people in the Tallahas-
see community because they could see
it in their own family histories,” says
Grandage. “Instead of interpreting the
construction of the home in the 1830s
by enslaved people as a generality, we
were able to look at specific individuals
we could identify in the historic record
and see their contributions. That be-
came critical in the narrative pieces
and story we wanted to tell.” 

Another interactive display reima-
gines what Ellen Long Call’s desk may
have looked like as a representative of
the state before women could vote or
hold public office. Call would attend the
World’s Fairs, raise silk worms, and ran
the household as a single woman. 

“Ellen had a lot going on,” smiles
Grandage. “She was a remarkable
woman but was not as well known as
her father though she was doing similar
work in the avenues available to her.
We wanted to make sure that came
through so people could connect to her
story.” 

The Grove will have its grand open-
ing on Saturday, just one day after Gov.
LeRoy Collins’ birthday. This free, all
ages event, will include tours, repre-
sentatives from historical and cultural
institutions, scavenger hunts, and op-
portunities to picnic on the property. In
the coming weeks, the museum will
open for regular hours, and Grandage
is looking forward to future program-
ming which will be malleable depend-
ing on visiting organizations or national
history months.

“In America, historic preservation is
related to civilization,” said Grandage.
“We preserve lands and wild places and
this museum is a combination of those
things. To me, I think the environment
represents all of these people who pre-
served this building, its dynamic land-
scape, and the stories of the people who
lived here and their ephemeral effects.
It’s so intimately connected with the
community and it’s history.”

taught survey classes at Florida State
and Tallahassee Community College in
U.S. History, Latin America, and, his
favorite, the History of the Seminoles
and Southeastern Tribes.

“Historians play a role in providing
context and giving people a baseline
understanding of the past, which I think
is of tremendous value to understand-
ing the present,” says Grandage. “As an
instructor, I always tried to take seem-
ingly random materials and find a way
for the students to walk out of the class
with a better understanding of why it
was important.”

His first job after graduate school
was with the DOS as a historian in the
Florida Memory Program— an initia-
tive with the state archives and State
Library of Florida to share collections
with the public via their website and
social media. He credits mentors like
his superior, Jody Norman, who taught
him about work ethic and being com-
mitted to serving the community. 

In 2014, Grandage was asked to step
into the role of Executive Director at
The Grove, which was on the cusp of
final renovations and in need of an
“interpretive plan” for the burgeoning
museum. He oversaw the final land-
scaping and construction phase, and
with a team of historians, he fleshed out
the narrative and key stories that mu-
seum visitors would experience upon
entering the property, moving through
time as they traveled from floor to
floor. When it comes to the interpreta-
tion process, Grandage always rounds
back to the “so what” question that
faces many historians. 

“You may have this great document
— so what — how can you put it in
terms that can be understood by the
visitor,” describes Grandage. “It’s dif-
ferent from academic work, teaching,
or lecturing because the visitor only
has one chance to understand the ma-
terial. Interpretation comes down to
understanding how to find documents,
photos, film clips, artifacts that were
significant.” 

The team sought to understand the
home, which had been built on the fron-
tier of Florida in the 19th century, while
crafting a cutting-edge design and in-
teractive exhibits that would demon-
strate the DOS’ commitment to “preser-
vation leadership.” The property was
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Envi-
ronmental Design) certified, as Gran-
dage sourced and recycled local ma-
terials during construction, such as
repurposing salvaged wood from the
property to make frames for interior
exhibits. Their biggest challenge was
juggling 200 years of history without a
plethora of artifacts or furnishings
from the actual time periods the house
had lived through. 

Ultimately, they identified three
pillars that the new museum would
stand on — public service, entrepre-
neurship and historic preservation. The
home lodged two governors, as well as
enterprising individuals such as Rei-
nette Long Hunt who owned the proper-
ty during the Great Depression and
operated the Grove as a hotel to make
ends meet. Historic preservation was
another important topic, as the original
Collins’ helped to preserve sites like
George Washington’s home, Mount
Vernon, and the final owner, Mary Call
Collins, placed the house in the hands of
the State of Florida in 1985 to ensure its
afterlife as a museum. 

Eight different interactive displays
tell the stories of the people connected
with the home, such as a woman who
lived as a servant of the house and was
granted her freedom after her father
wrote a letter to Richard Keith Call.
There’s also the craftsmanship of peo-
ple who built the house, present both in

The Grove
Continued from Page 1D

THE GROVE

Masonry restoration at The Grove. 

If you go
What: Grand Opening: The Grove Museum
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday
Where: 902 N. Monroe Street 
Cost: Free 
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