
Tallahassee Democrat - 02/28/2021 Page : C01

March 1, 2021 3:37 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Christophere Barnhart’s “Infinite Possibilities”
demonstrates his talent in mixed media
artwork. KCCI
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TLHLIFE

Artist Christopher Barnhart of Razor Art-
work learned the joy of experimentation
from his father and fellow artist, Cornelius. 

“A mistake is just an opportunity to learn
something,” says Barnhart. 

Together, the duo has pushed the bound-
aries of the empty canvas. They’ll bounce
ideas off of one another and try out new
techniques. They even coined one called
“the shake.” They drip liquid acrylic paints
onto a clean surface and shake it to see
where the paint flows.

It was through this process that Barnhart
created “Infinite Possibilities,” which was
chosen for Knight Creative Communities In-
stitute’s Art of the Box program.

“That piece was from the first session we 

Christopher Barnhart, the artist who created the Art of the Box traffic control box mural on the corner of East College Avenue and Adams Street
downtown, talks about his inspiration for the piece titled “Infinite Possibilities” after it was revealed Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020. TORI LYNN

SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

ARTIST BLOSSOMS 
Family bonding sparks
positive energy for
Christopher Barnhart
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: “Infinite Possibilities” Art of the Box 

Where: Corner of East College Ave and Adams
St downtown 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more art by Christopher Barnhart,
please visit www.razorartwork.com. For more
about KCCI’s Art of the Box project, visit kcci-
tallahassee.com/project/art-of-the-box/. 

“I’m finding what works and what

doesn’t. It’s always an adventure

and one of my favorite things to

do. To come up with a concept in

my head and watch it come to

fruition from nothing never gets

boring to me.” 
Christopher Barnhart 
Artist

See BARNHART, Page 2C

Part 8: The final report in the JFK series.
Consider the dramatic events that unfolded in less

than 48 hours! On Friday, Nov. 22, 1963, Lee Harvey Os-
wald murdered President Kennedy and Dallas Police
Officer J. D. Tippit. That same day, Oswald was arrested
and questioned. On Nov. 22-23, 1963, Jack Ruby was
armed and within feet of Oswald but did not strike.

If Ruby were a hitman, he would have silenced Os-

wald the first opportunity he had to shut Oswald up.
Then, “the conspirators” would need another hitman
to silence, Ruby, too. And yet, neither happened. 

Ruby passed on multiple opportunities to shoot Os-
wald on Nov. 22-23, 1963. After he murdered Oswald
on Nov. 24, 1963, Ruby stood trial and died of cancer
years later in prison.

On Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963, Ruby murdered Oswald.
Due to a thorough investigation, we know precisely
where Ruby was and what he did that fateful weekend.
The facts will show that Ruby never planned to shoot
Oswald but did so on impulse. 

Let’s travel back in time to 1963. Most people get
their daily news from their local printed newspaper or
the CBS, ABC, or NBC evening news broadcasts. No na-

tional television news networks such as CNN or FOX
exist. Cell phones don’t exist, and people made phone
calls from landlines and coin-operated phone booths.
1963 predates beepers, fax machines, personal com-
puters, and the world-wide-web. 

On Saturday, Nov. 23, 1963, law enforcement an-
nounced it would relocate Oswald from the police sta-
tion to the county jail the next morning at 10. At 10:19
a.m. on Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963, 19 minutes after Os-
wald’s announced transport time, Ruby was at home,
drinking coffee. He had not yet dressed and was sitting
around in his underclothes. 

The telephone company’s business records for Ru-

Ask Judge Smith
Layne Smith

Guest columnist

Who shot JFK? Ruby, the dancer and the dog

See JFK, Page 2C
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Have you ever wondered what the difference is
between Viking River Cruises, AmaWaterways,

Uniworld, Crystal River Cruises,
Tauck River Cruises, Avalon Waterways?
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Come meet Cindy from American Cruise Line!
She will be joining us in person to tell us all about

the itineraries and ships ACL offers.

(850 )386 -7327
RSVP at

www. funseas . com/ rsvp

We are hosting our first IN-PERSON
presentations of 2021! If you prefer, you
have the option to join us VIRTUALLY.

Physical-distancing will be observed if you join
in-person. There is a limit to howmany people

can attend, so make sure to RSVP early.

Actor Gavin MacLeod is 90. Ac-
tor-director-dancer Tommy Tune is
82. Actor Frank Bonner (“WKRP in
Cincinnati”) is 79. Actor Kelly Bish-
op (“Gilmore Girls”) is 77. Actor Ste-
phanie Beacham (“Beverly Hills,
90210,” “SeaQuest DSV”) is 74. Actor
Mercedes Ruehl is 73. Actor Berna-

dette Peters is 73. Actor Ilene Graff (“Mr. Belve-
dere”) is 72. Comedian Gilbert Gottfried is 66. Ac-
tor John Turturro is 64. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Ruehl

Aries (March 21-April 19). Being on a quest cer-
tainly brings a high, though not all quests are cre-
ated equal. Who is the mission really helping? The
potential for momentum increases with each per-
son helped.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Remember when they
tried to make you believe their misbehavior was
your responsibility? It’s almost comical to you now.
Almost – but not quite. The point is that you’re free. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). When was the last time
you spent hours not demanding anything from
yourself? Such time to yourself is a rarity that, fun-
nily enough, only happens when you schedule it. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). It’s not the new activ-
ities that are prone to error; it’s the things you’ve
done a thousand times. But you can avoid inconve-
niences by double-checking the easy stuff.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll enjoy a few of your
favorite things: the smell of a certain spice, the
sound of giggles or the soft breathing of one who
naps in a warm pool of sun as your heart bubbles
over with satisfaction.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Dealing with the people
you already know is less work than opening your
emotional doors to the untested newbies. However,
you should give a stranger a chance.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You don’t feel like you
have to be the smartest person in the room. In fact,
you prefer a room you can’t dominate like that. Pick-
ing the right (read: challenging) room in the first
place – that’s what makes you smart.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You are adapting to the
current circumstances and making the next logical
move. Perhaps it seems obvious to you, but those
observing find you wondrously original.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Comedians are of-
ten funny because their jokes make us aware of
what would normally be automatic, nonchalant ac-
tion. You’ll be a bit of a comedian today, observing
the ordinary in a new light.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You think different
things in the vicinity of different people. That cer-
tain dazzling person though – that one doesn’t even
have to be around to elicit your shiniest thoughts.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). There’s a time to ask
why? a time to ask why not? and a time not to ask at
all. Questions are openings. When there’s an abun-
dance, close the gate and sort what you’ve got.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You’ve had such a va-
riety of results from putting yourself on the line,
you’ve become socially adventurous. That pays off
today.

ASTROLOGY

Today is Sunday, Feb. 28, the 59th day of 2021.
There are 306 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1784: John Wesley, the co-founder of Method-

ism, chartered the first Methodist Church in the
United States in Leesburg, Virginia.

1844: A 12-inch gun aboard the USS Princeton ex-
ploded as the ship was sailing on the Potomac River,
killing Secretary of State Abel P. Upshur, Navy Sec-
retary Thomas W. Gilmer and several others. 

1849: The California gold rush began in earnest
as regular steamship service started bringing gold-
seekers to San Francisco. 

1953: Scientists James D. Watson and Francis
H.C. Crick announced they had discovered the dou-
ble-helix structure of DNA.

1972: President Richard M. Nixon and Chinese
Premier Zhou Enlai issued the Shanghai Communi-
que, which called for normalizing relations between
their countries, at the conclusion of Nixon’s historic
visit to China.

TODAY IN HISTORY

did together,” explains Barnhart. “I must have looked
at the canvas for a week before applying the first level
of color. I kept rotating it on the wall to see what I saw
in each direction. One night I started in the corner and
never looked back.” 

Barnhart used etchings, block prints, linocut and
stamps to create a mutli-layered and three-dimen-
sional effect. From some angles the colorful patterns
resemble fabric. An even close look might reveal fig-
ures or faces. Barnhart says he sees unity in the piece
and is proud to have it shared with the public. 

For years, Barnhart considered himself a “shy” art-
ist but now feels like the time has come for him to
“blossom” out of his box.

Barnhart grew up in Monticello. He attended Flori-
da A&M University, and it was during his time in col-
lege that he picked up a scratchboard for the first time.
The black inked surface can be etched into and rubbed
away using different tools. Barnhart loved the ability to
scrape and shape with an acute attention to detail. 

“Initially I used regular scraping blades, but one day
I was on a train in Atlanta and had the material but
nothing to carve it with,” recalls Barnhart. “It was right
after Florence Johnson had passed, and I wanted to
create something for her. I used a regular stick pen and
etched out a piece that I call ‘The Infinite Run’ that I
dedicated to her.” 

Once Barnhart discovered how much more detail he
could pack into a piece with a finer tip, he branched out
to find other tools. He experimented with different
grits of sandpaper, fiberglass, broken plastic and
wood. Eventually, he realized a razor blade made the
finest cuts, and so his moniker Razor Artwork was
born. 

On his Instagram account of the same name, Barn-
hart uses the video time-lapse feature to give viewers
insight into his process. Since the start of the pandem-
ic, he has participated in a few virtual events and cre-
ated his website to share his art with a broader audi-
ence.

Each piece contributes to his vibrant diasporic
showcase, spanning African, Indian, Caribbean and
other international influences. He has captured the
overlapping stripes of a Zebra herd and immortalized
dynamic figures from African and African American
history.

He considers M.C. Escher to be his greatest influ-
ence when it comes to using a black and white color
palette. Since “Infinite Possibilities,” however, Barn-
hart has had the wide world of color opened up to him. 

“Now I’m in a whole different playing field where
color is a new challenge,” says Barnhart. “I’m finding
what works and what doesn’t. It’s always an adventure
and one of my favorite things to do. To come up with a
concept in my head and watch it come to fruition from
nothing never gets boring to me.” 

Barnhart recently tackled a piece which he consid-
ers to be his greatest undertaking thus far. “Human-
ity,” is comprised of hundreds of words, patterns, and
detailed images that make up a larger face and back-
ground fabric. Barnhart says the piece took six months
to complete. 

An avid reader, he would visit the library to research

different African tribal markings and textiles. Barn-
hart grabbed books at random and inserted positive
words into the piece like honor, respect, love and
peace. A poem at the center of the subject’s forehead
states, “there are many secrets hidden within the bo-
wels of my face,” and implores the viewer to look clos-
er and peer into infinity —a common theme in Barn-
hart’s recent works. 

“I [enlarged] the piece and put it on my dad’s wall
without telling him and gave him a month to re-
spond,” says Barnhart, who values his father’s artistic
point of view. “I went over after a month and asked
him what he thought. He said he loved it, but then I
went and got his glasses. I’ve never seen my dad
break down and cry. He couldn’t believe he’d had the
piece on the wall without seeing the detail. That was
an impactful moment for me. I felt like that was a suc-
cessful project.” 

Art continues to be a family affair and bonding ex-
perience for Barnhart. As the world marks almost a
year into the pandemic and the strain it has put on
schools and art programs, he is amazed by his son’s
and daughter’s growing talents and developing “arts-
manship.” 

Barnhart will sit with his daughter for hours as
they create in tandem on canvas. He loves watching
his son be inspired by nature and brings him to new
outdoor parks to draw lakes and trees. He hopes to
pass along the same creative curiosity he shares with
his children to the greater Tallahassee community. 

“I try to put a lot of love in my pieces so no matter
who sees it they feel a positive energy,” says Barnhart.
“I want to instill questions and spark conversations.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Barnhart
Continued from Page 1C

Christopher Barnhart, whose piece titled "Infinite Possibilities" is on the traffic control box at the corner of
East College Avenue and Adams Street downtown poses for a photo with his family after the box was
revealed Wednesday, Sept. 23, 2020. TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT, TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE

DEMOCRAT

Christopher Barnhart uses an etching technique.
PROVIDED BY CHRISTOPHER BARNHART

by’s landline and witnesses’ testimony prove that at
10:19 a.m., Ruby answered a phone call from one of his
nightclub dancers. She asked Ruby to advance her
$25. Ruby agreed to wire her money through Western
Union, which had an office near the police station. 

Single and childless, Ruby loved and pampered his
pet dogs like adoring parents love and spoil their chil-
dren. Ruby got dressed and decided to take his favor-
ite dog with him to Western Union. He parked on the
street and left his dog in the car.

Western Union’s business records prove Ruby
wired his dancer $25 at 11:17 a.m., 77 minutes after the
police were to have relocated Oswald. Next, he left
Western Union and, on a whim, decided to walk a
block to the Dallas Police Station. 

Unknown to Ruby, the police had not relocated Os-
wald to the county jail. Instead, Oswald was still at the
police station because a questioning session ran long,
and he made a last-minute decision to change clothes.
Otherwise, Oswald and Ruby would not have engaged
that day. 

The seeds of doubt sown by the next moment con-

tinue to echo. Ruby walked down an exit ramp into the
Dallas Police Station and arrived near an elevator just
seconds before Oswald emerged from it. Oswald
smirked, Ruby snapped and shot him from point-
blank range in the stomach. The bullet lacerated Os-
wald’s liver, and he died at the same hospital that
treated two of his victims. 

If his dancer hadn’t called him, Ruby would not
have gone downtown that morning. If Ruby planned
to shoot Oswald, he would not have taken his beloved
dog on the errand. In my mind’s eye, Ruby’s car re-
mains parked where he left it, and the ghost of his be-
loved dog continues to wait patiently for her master’s
return.

Aided by the Dallas Police’s inept security, Ruby’s
role in history is that of the ultimate “red herring.”
People were shocked by Oswald’s death and couldn’t
believe the Dallas Police’s security was that inept. Yet,
it was. 

People are lousy at keeping secrets. If a conspiracy
to kill JFK or cover it up existed, the truth would have
surfaced by now. Oswald and Ruby were loners, and
the Warren Commission got it right.

The Honorable J. Layne Smith is a Circuit Judge
and the author of “Civics, Law, and Justice—How We
Became U.S.” Send your questions to askjudges-
mith@gmail.com. 

JFK
Continued from Page 1C


