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Get started at act.usatoday.com

Have a community improvement idea and a charity you
could partner with? Submit your idea and it could get funded.

$100,000worth of change.

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Three years ago, Devan Moore set
out on a mission. She was newly hired
at Fairview Middle School as the direc-
tor of band and orchestra, two separate
programs, but she had a vision that
combined them into one unique oppor-
tunity. “Band kids are always with band
kids and orchestra kids are always with
orchestra kids,” she said. “I told the
principal, we’re going to have a full
orchestra at some point, I don’t know
how it’s going to happen but we’re go-
ing to make it work, and here we are.”

Thanks to Moore’s persistence, the
enthusiasm of her students, and an Arts
Education grant from the Council on
Culture & Arts, her vision has become a
reality. The combined program boasts
25 student musicians and full instru-
mentation, including strings, brass,
woodwinds and percussion.

Eighth-grader Matthew Felix is es-
pecially excited about the new pro-
gram. “I think it’s cool because usually
we’re separated and I’ve always won-
dered how it would sound if they were
put together.” Matthew’s role in the
ensemble is as a timpanist or percus-
sionist, and he outlined some of the
challenges the group works to over-
come. “For band, the keys are lot differ-
ent,” he said. “Our keys would typically
show flats whereas orchestra would
typically show sharps in the key signa-
ture. 

Lindsay Liu is an eighth-grader and
has been playing the violin for the past
five years. As first chair, or concert-
master, of Fairview’s full orchestra, she
is responsible for leading her peers.
She recognizes that the program offers
an opportunity for students to explore,
even without a substantial level of mas-
tery. “For kids, there’s only the Talla-
hassee Youth Orchestras and that’s for
the really good people so it’s cool be-
cause none of us are way up there but
we can still experience the full orches-
tra with the band.” 

Since his sixth-grade year, Chris
Williams has been hoping for a full
orchestra at Fairview. Now an eighth-
grader, he’s delighted that the program
came to fruition while he could take
advantage of it. He has studied the
viola for the past six years and he
hopes to continue in college and be-
yond. “I prefer the arts over sports,”
Chris said, “and I thought I should get
into music because I can always play it
even when I get older. You can’t really
do that with sports.”

Moore shares a similar mindset. A
basketball player in her youth, she
made an apt analogy. “On a basketball
team, you’ve got 15 people but you can
only play five at a time and more times
than not, the coach is only going to play
about eight of you. Where does that
leave the other seven? Warming the

bench. Every single time you come to
my classroom, I’m going to ask you to
play, and your classmates are going to
ask you to play. This is the only place
where you’re guaranteed to start every
single time and your involvement on
our team matters to every single per-
son.” 

In many ways, teaching music has
been a team sport for Moore. In order
to instruct both band and orchestra
students, Moore has to be extremely
flexible and knowledgeable about nu-
merous instruments. She joked that the
instrument she’s made a study of hasn’t
been terribly helpful. “Ironically, I play
saxophone, which has no place whatso-
ever in an orchestra.” Because of this,
she often seeks out guidance from oth-
er musicians and music educators. She
also looks to her father for inspiration.

“My dad actually taught at Fairview.
He was the band director here.” When
considering a college major, Moore
admitted that music education was not
on her list. “I tried to fight it with every
bone in my body. I graduated from high
school and I said ‘I will not go through
the same things my dad went
through.’ ” 

She elaborated, “being in education,
you have to deal with so much. You deal
with everything the kids come in with
and you can’t help but take that home
with you. Then being in a music class-
room, they open up to you a whole lot
more because it’s an intimate art, it has
to be. The conductor and the musicians
have to be in accord and in order to do
that, I have to give them a little bit of
myself and they have to give me a little
bit. We bond and when they have a bad

day, it genuinely bothers me.” 
Of course, Moore did follow in her

father’s footsteps, earning a bachelor’s
degree from FAMU and a master’s
degree from FSU, both in music educa-
tion. They share another striking simi-
larity. While enrolled at FAMU, Moore
was a member of the Marching 100.
Her father had done the same, exactly
30 years earlier.

Reflecting on what music education
has meant to her, Moore surmised “if I
hadn’t picked up an instrument in sixth
grade, I wouldn’t have gone to Obama’s
inauguration as a member of the
Marching 100. Music affords everyone
the opportunity to be great at some-
thing because everybody can be a mu-
sician if they work at it. It opens stu-
dents’ minds up to a whole new world of
what they can do and it provides a lot of
opportunity. If you’re willing to work at
it, these instruments can take you
places.”

Fairview’s new full orchestra will be
performing along with the beginning
band on March 7 Tuesday at 6 p.m. in
the school’s cafeteria (3415 Zillah St).
The concert is free and open to the
general public. 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
education and exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts
.org).

Music is a team sport for Fairview teacher
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Devan Moore leads students in the Fairview Middle School full orchestra program. 

Fairview orchestra students concentrate on the music. 

Camp Kesem at Florida State Uni-
versity, an organization dedicated to
supporting children through and be-
yond their parents’ cancer, will have its
annual Make the Magic event from 6 to
8 p.m. Saturday at The Edison in Talla-
hassee’s Cascades Park. 

Camp Kesem is the only national
organization dedicated to the over 5
million children who have been touched
by a parent’s cancer. For many chil-
dren, their Camp Kesem experience is
a life-changing event — providing them
a community of children with similar
experiences and a safe and welcoming
environment to have fun and rediscov-
er their childhood. 

Driven by passionate college student
volunteers, Camp Kesem at Florida
State University supports the Tallahas-
see community and beyond. Funds
raised during this annual fundraising
night of dinner, philanthropy and enter-
tainment will help provide yearlong
peer support and send 60 children to
camp from July 30 to Aug. 4. The event
will include one drink ticket, dinner and
dessert, as well as include fun-filled

activities, live music, raffles, speeches
from our camper families and counsel-
ors, and much more. 

There are countless families who
have found joy in Camp Kesem, and all
of Florida State University’s campers
will benefit from funds raised during
this inspirational evening. 

To learn more about Camp Kesem
and to purchase a ticket to this event,
visit: https://donate.kesem.org/
fsumtm2017

Camp Kesem to host Make
the Magic fundraiser 
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT 
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Kids at Camp Kesem, which is for children
whose parents have cancer, in the summer of
2016.

Happy First Birthday
Kassidi McClure, Feb. 23,
2016. Daughter of Levarius
and Jontae McClure.

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo
to TLH-FirstBirthdays@talla-
hassee.com. Include the
child’s full name, date of
birth and parents’ names,
address and phone number.
Photos are published the
Tuesday on or after the
child’s first birthday. Photos
are published only within
one month of the birthday.
Call 599-2170.


