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Learn about OLLI and listen to instructors present their course overviews.
Enjoy light refreshments and FREE on-site parking!

Adults 50+ Are Invited to Attend the
Spring 2019 Showcase of Classes and Activities

Wednesday, January 23, 2019
1:00 pm - 3:30 pm at the FSU Turnbull Center

555W. Pensacola St.

For full program listings and to register,
visit olli.fsu.edu or call 644-1347,

taaronson@fsu.edu.

Here are just a few of the over 80 exciting classes
and activities offered this term!
The Magic of Making a Television Show

1968: The Year It All Fell Apart
Climate Science

South Africa at 25 Years
American Musicals: From Oklahoma to Hamilton

Shakespeare, Hamlet, and Revenge
Controversies in Healthcare
Mission San Luis History

Florida Black Bears
Baseball Memories

Understanding Guardianship
OLLI Hike at Leon Sinks

WFSU Public Broadcast Center tour
OLLI Spring Picnic at the Rez
Director’s Tour of The Grove

No tests, No homework, No college needed!

Participate in LOW COST classes, free activities and clubs.
Classes are held weekdays and certain evenings.

Registration begins 1/25.Membership fees apply.
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1600 Miccosukee Rd • Tallahassee, FL 32308
850-877-4202

M U S E U M & G A R D E N S

Friday, January 25,
6:00-10:00 p.m.

An Extravaganza of Southern Food

including Roast Pigs, Sausages, Raw Oysters

and all the Fixin’s for a Good Ol’ Time.

TICKETS:
$75 per person (members)

$115 (non-members)

OPEN BAR AND LIVE MUSIC
RESERVED TABLES AVAILABLE

Visit:
GoodwoodMuseum.org/Pigmania

For Tickets and More Information

�A Be
nefit f

or Goodwood Museum and Gardens

Celebrating the Legacy of Nella Schomburger’s Southern Hospitality
PIGMANIA

Thank You to Our Presenting Sponsor . . .
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Tally Shorts Film Fes-
tival Director Carole Ro-
bards started her adven-
tures in film as an extra
set of hands. Working on

set, she
and her
husband,
Rich Ro-
bards,
were part
of a group
of local
filmmak-

ers that included Wade
Bishop, Mark Bauer, Car-
los Miranda, Cole John-
son and Stephen Smith.
They worked collabora-
tively on numerous inde-
pendent film projects
over the years, exposing
Robards to a variety of
filmmaking techniques. 

Robards says the
group all had a special af-
finity for short films in
particular due to the abil-
ity to tell a story in a
snapshot of time. As a
founding member of the
festival, she and the
group established Tally
Shorts — taking place
Jan. 25 and 26 this year —
in order to bring the film
community together in
the Panhandle. 

“The goal behind our
main annual event is to
be able to bring a great
variety of film to the Tal-
lahassee audience that
they wouldn’t have ac-
cess to,” says Robards.
“We love short films in
particular because you
get to see a huge array of
genres, styles, stories and
subject matters from dif-
ferent countries and cul-
tures all over the world in
one weekend.” 

Film has always
piqued Robards’ design
and artistic interests. A
self-professed child of
the ‘80s, she grew up in a
time before CGI and is
still amazed by movies
like “Labyrinth” that use
all practical sets — just
puppets, props, camera
and lighting. Robards is
spellbound by how the
film stands test of time by
crafting the finite details. 

This attention to detail
was part of her job as set
decorator for local film-
maker Eduardo Miyar’s
“Page Jumper.” Attending
to the peripheral back-
ground aesthetics, she
helped with prop design.
Though her props were in
vivid color, Robards loved
seeing how the noir film

transported the set to a
different time.

“Since it was filmed in
black and white, there
was a stark difference be-
tween what I knew to be
in the room and seeing
what actually showed on
the screen,” says Ro-
bards. “We’re in the room
and it’s live, it’s color, and
then when it comes on-
screen it actually looks
like it was made decades
ago.” 

Robards prefers be-
hind-the-scenes work.
She considers herself a
“nuts and bolts” person,
asking questions and
helping to facilitate an ar-
tistic vision. It’s this de-
termination that makes
her successful in the role
of director for the Tally
Shorts Film Festival. She
likens the festival to the
filmmaking process —
even if something goes
awry, you must be patient
and flexible and come up
with a creative solution

on the fly. 
Another major part of

the festival is cultivating
relationships. This fall
they partnered with the
Southern Shakespeare
Festival and hosted Marc
Singer for a showing of
“Beastmaster.” Robards
hopes to continue involv-
ing other local organiza-
tions to both support and
promote the arts in Talla-
hassee no matter the me-
dium. This is the mindset
at the heart of the festi-
val’s mission. 

“I’m a firm believer
that unless you’re getting
paid for it or getting per-
sonal fulfillment from it,
you’ll be hard pressed to
put energy into it,” says
Robards. “I’ve done the
festival because I enjoy
the people, the audience
and the filmmakers. We
also have such a great
core group of volunteers
that support and believe
in the festival.” 

Screening 14.5 hours of
film between Friday and
Saturday, Robards says

masters of ceremonies
will introduce each of the
film blocks to audiences.
Some filmmakers will
conduct Q&As during
those times as well with
screenings at Challenger
Learning Center and Sit-
tig Hall.

Robards is excited that
of the 297 submissions
from 24 different coun-
tries, there will be 86 do-
mestic and international
films shown at this year’s
festival.

Parties will take place
on both nights, the kick-
off will be held at Water-
works on Friday night
and Saturday night’s
awards party will be at
Aura Restaurant and Bar.
As filmmakers, Robards
says that of the film festi-
vals they attended, she
appreciated the ones that
made an effort to wel-
come the filmmakers.
Thus, hospitality became
a pillar of Tally Shorts to
make a space for film-

makers to meet and greet
with each other as well as
the audience. 

“For us it is about the
films but it’s always been
more about the people,”
says Robards. “Everyone
is always so naturally cu-
rious about the process
that goes into making
film so they’re able to ask
those questions and chat
with [filmmakers] at the
parties. It makes it such a
great experience because
you watch the film and all
those questions are so
fresh.” 

Even as the festival en-
ters its seventh year with
nearly 2,000 films
shown, Robards is con-
tinually surprised by the
variety short films pro-
vide. There are many sto-
ries to be told, and she at-
tests to the power of see-
ing, hearing and feeling
stories from people from
all cultures and walks of
life. 

“Films are as unique as
humans are,” says Ro-
bards. “At the end of the
day it’s all just an under-
current of humanity.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Humanity in focus at Tally Shorts Film Fest
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Robards 

Participants in the Tallly Shorts Film Festival at Challenger Center in 2017. PERRONE FORD / PTFPHOTO.COM

If you go
What: Tally Shorts Film
Festival 

When: 4-11 p.m. Friday,
Jan. 25, and 11 a.m.-11
p.m. Saturday January
26th 

Where: Challenger
Learning Center of Talla-
hassee, 200 S. Duval St. 

Cost: $20 adults, $18
students/seniors 

Contact: For more in-
formation, visit https://
tallyshorts.com/.

“For us it is about the films but it’s
always been more about the people.
Everyone is always so naturally curious
about the process that goes into making
film so they’re able to ask those
questions and chat with [filmmakers] at
the parties. It makes it such a great
experience because you watch the film
and all those questions are so fresh.” 

Carole Robards, Tally Shorts Film Festival Director 


