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TLHLife
$100 holiday bonus

when you open
a new Business

Checking Account
during December *

536 N Monroe St, Tallahassee, FL
850-681-7761

*Conditions apply.
Contact branch for details.
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Magic abounds during the holidays, especially
for children.

At Killearn Lakes Elementary School, the stu-
dents are giddy with the spirit of the season and
much of that is due to music teacher Vicki
Rhodes. She puts on an annual winter program
unlike any other school production.

Rhodes has taught music for 42 years in Leon
County, 30 of them at Killearn Lakes. When she
arrived at the school in 1989, she took over the
nascent staff chorus and a time-honored tradi-
tion took hold. 

The winter program showcases a rotating cat-
alog of holiday standards and is performed at the
school for students and again at Chiles High
School’s auditorium for family and friends. The
fifth grade chorus is always part of the produc-
tion and, each year, a different grade level is also
highlighted. Students sing, play instruments,
dance and, as a culmination to the program, they
perform with the staff chorus. 

This year, the staff chorus is comprised of
about 25 members of the faculty and school em-
ployees. Many of them join because they have a
life-long love of music, others have been coaxed
by their students. 

“Kids were bribing their teachers this year,”
laughed Rhodes. “They were getting on their
knees and giving them candy. One of the teach-
ers came to me and said ‘why did you put this kid
up to that’ and I said ‘I didn’t.’ All I say to the stu-
dents is if they have a favorite teacher, ask them
to be in the staff chorus.” 

Jan Roberts is the school’s speech language
pathologist and she’s been in the chorus for 25
years. In that time, she’s seen how captivated her
students are by the program.

“The kids, all year long, will ask you if you’re 

The Candy Cane dance is a perennial favorite and is inspired by The Nutcracker.

‘PURE JOY’
STAFF CHORUS CREATES SPECIAL BOND
AT KILLEARN LAKES ELEMENTARY 

Story and photos by Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

Viki Rhodes provides accompaniment for the staff chorus during rehearsal. See CHORUS, Page 4D

The holiday season — when we stand
both looking forward and back at the
seasons and our lives — seems the per-
fect time for the local publication of two
new books that let us steep in nostalgia
and do it smiling.

Both titles are from the annals of the
Tallahassee Democrat. “We Found Para-
dise,” launched in early December, is
comprised of the columns of long-time,
professional newspaperman, Gerald
Ensley. The newest volume, “We Are the
Oldest People in the Room,” is made up
of the collected columns of guest writer,
Kent S. Miller, Ph.D. 

Each of these books is likely to cap-
ture the hearts and imaginations of
young and old alike — the kind of vol-
umes you can read out loud with family
around a Christmas tree to nods and
smiles.

“Gathering most of my
husband’s five years of
columns into one book
was a family project,”
says 92-year-old Betty
Miller. “Kent was a won-
derful partner to live with
and what he wrote about

seemed to inspire people of many differ-
ent ages.”

When 89-year-old Kent D. Miller died
in 2017, his family collected all but “20-
some” of the nearly 125 columns written
by the octogenarian psychologist from
2013-2017. With short, often quip-filled
mini-essays, Miller had commented on
aging’s annoyances and perks, on
health care, fashion-sense, his relation-
ship with phones, and the octogenari-
an’s long-fought battle with ties.

Drawing not only from his personal
experiences with a large and extended
family, as well as his devoted 67-year
marriage to Betty Miller, Miller’s obser-
vations and commentaries were often

filled with scientific truths. 
In 1955, with Kent’s Ph.D in psycholo-

gy and a new baby, the Millers had ar-
rived in Tallahassee where he would
open a mental health clinic for the Leon
County Health Department. He later
went on to teach at Florida State Univer-
sity, conduct a private practice, and
make educated clinical assessments of
everything from politicians to cognitive
impairment to T-shirts and narcissism.
His twice-monthly Democrat columns
on aging were eagerly anticipated by
many early morning readers.

Kent Miller wasn’t afraid of growing
old, said his wife. He embraced it, stud-
ied it, dissected the changes that came
from both inside himself and the out-
side world’s evolution.

Betty Miller says that his passing in
August of last year was a complete sur-
prise. “We’d been to a party the night
before, played a game of cards that af-

Betty Miller compiled her husband's
newspaper columns into a book, "We
Are the Oldest People in the Room."
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Wisdom endures in Kent Miller’s ‘Oldest People’
Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Miller

See BOOK, Page 2D


