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Being a mixed media artist, Julie Ba-
roody considers producing and show-
casing art as a critical component of her
teaching philosophy. Tucked away in
the corner of her Tallahassee Communi-
ty College classroom, she’ll often create
work in front of students so they can see
firsthand how she negotiates her per-
sonal practice. 

“My students really inspire me,” says
Baroody. “When I’m teaching them and
they’re coming up with great ideas, it all
ends up in this big mixing pot and my art
comes out of that. There’s a fluidity be-
tween the teaching and the making of
the art as they inform each other.”

Aside from her teaching duties, Ba-
roody enjoys TCC’s art club where stu-
dents and instructors can critique one
another, go off on creative tangents and
brainstorm ideas. In a way, it levels the
playing field between the teacher-stu-
dent dynamic, making it a supportive
space to receive guidance on an artist-
to-artist level. 

This spirit is ever-present in TCC’s
annual Art Instructors’ Exhibit, where
Baroody’s work will be on display
through September 27. Moreover, Ba-
roody is looking forward to seeing the
pieces her colleagues will showcase.

“It’s exciting to see what each other
has been working on over the past year,”
says Baroody. 

Baroody has been a working artist in
some capacity or another for many
years. After double majoring in econom-
ics and art, she started out as a freelance
graphic designer when the workplace
was still a hybrid of analog and digital
work given the advent of computers. 

Baroody decided she wanted to
launch fully into an art career and took a
few classes at TCC before transferring to
Florida State University to earn her
MFA. The program offered a tuition
waiver to students who would teach
classes. Though she didn’t see it com-
ing, Baroody fell in love with teaching
art to students after her first couple days
in the classroom. She’s particularly
thankful for mentors like the late FSU
professor Ed Love. 

“He and I saw eye to eye with regard
to a love of making art and a love of nur-
turing students,” says Baroody. “I con-
nected with him in that regard and real-
ly respected him because his practice
was really advanced and very profes-
sional and yet he was also a teacher.
That’s what made me realize that you
don’t have to water down one or the oth-
er. You can do both with high quality
and integrity.” 

While painting and drawing were her
first mediums, Baroody enjoys trans-
forming everyday materials given her
inclination for thriftiness and immedi-
acy. She likes taking “low brow” materi-
als like inexpensive paints, glue guns
and pencils and “bring them to a level of
sophistication that is elegant and sur-
prising.” 

Additionally, she is a silversmith and
teaches art jewelry classes at TCC. Her
studio highlights both these areas—one
side is devoted to painting, drawing,
and using mixed media on 2D surfaces,
the other contains her jewelry making
tools—as she gracefully transitions be-
tween projects and mediums.

Her courseload will also dictate the
direction many of her pieces take. Re-
cently, she taught a few digital photog-
raphy classes and started seeing more
photographic elements enter her art-
work. 

Instructing her students on the cre-
ative process also bears weight on her
own approach to art. Baroody empha-
sizes how TCC’s program guides stu-
dents through the beginning of their
journey into art as a profession, giving
them a solid foundation of skills, strate-
gies on pushing through artist blocks
and ways of defining their signature
style. 

“It’s important for us to give our stu-
dents all the tools they’ll need in the fu-
ture to express themselves in whatever
way they want to,” says Baroody. “We
think of it more or less like teaching a
language where you start by learning
the vocabulary and grammatical struc-

ture and move into being able to say
what you need with that language. Any-
one can learn how to draw and paint,
but figuring out what you want to say is
the tricky part.” 

Baroody likens her art to an idea that
might sit on the tip of your tongue—you
want to name it but you can’t be quite
sure what it is exactly. She works in se-
ries with color, pattern, and texture to
leave her pieces open-ended and “ab-
stract but referential.” 

The natural world takes center stage,
and she will attempt to come up with
color combinations that are unexpect-
ed. She alludes to insects, plants, nests,
water and planetary shapes, and has

even embedded her drawings into resin
in jewelry. 

Within the current exhibit, Baroody
will have several mixed media pieces,
including jewelry, photography, cyano-
types, and Rorschach-like prints. She
says the faculty showing also tends to
inspire a friendly competition among
the featured instructors, which this year
includes fine art and graphic design by
Ljiljana Obredovic-Edmiston, Ed Toner,
Carolos Miranda, and Roopali Kambo.

As a teacher for more than 20 years,
Baroody continually enjoys having stu-
dents connect with her work, but is also
delighted to see them off on their own
individual paths. 

“I’m proud of students who realize
creativity is their birthright, too, and
can make a connection to the art world
and art making,” says Baroody.

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Teaching adds to ‘mixing pot’ for artist
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If you go
What: TCC Art Instructors’ Exhibit

When: 12:30-4:30 p.m., weekdays
through Sept. 27

Where: Fine Art Gallery, Fine & Perform-
ing Arts Center, 444 Appleyard Dr

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information please
visit http://www.tcc.fl.edu/student-
life/arts-and-culture/tcc-fine-art-gal-
lery/.

Q. Rhonnie, eastbound on Bradford
Road, during early morning when very
little traffic is out, waiting for the green
light at Meridian Road says it's aggra-
vating when a southbound vehicle turn-
ing east onto Bradford cuts the corner
tripping the west to south left turn ar-
row.

This results in further delay of the
eastbound green light as the signal must
cycle through the west to south arrow
with no vehicle demand. Rhonnie would
like the west to south left turn stop bar
moved back to keep the corner cutting
guys from activating the arrow unnec-
essarily.

A. This type of unnecessary traffic
signal activation has been known to
traffic engineers since the inception of
traffic actuated signals. In fact in the
early days of metal pressure treadles,
circa 1940s Chicago, we had to dig them
up and offset the things so cars cutting
the corner wouldn't run over them.

Treadles worked fine until the snow
plows showed up. The big problem with
the treadles, before walk don't-walk
buttons, was when the children learned
jumping up and down on them would
change the light. Now traffic signals are
activated by a change in electrical im-
pulse delivered through a buried wire

coil as a vehicle moves over the coil. So,
Rhonnie, moving the stop bar must be
accompanied by relocating the buried
coil (aka loop detector).

Since this "false call" phenomenon is
known to every traffic engineer in the
world the traffic safety industry devised
a clever little device we call a vehicle
'presence' detector. As example, should
a vehicle moving into a left turn lane be
able to continue under a green ball (per-
missive turn) the presence detector
cancels the call for the left turn arrow.

Thus, as the south to east left turn car
moves over and away the command for
a left turn arrow west to south is no
longer. I would think, a presence detec-
tor is in place in this left turn lane, how-
ever as in all things electronic the pres-
ence part of the thing might be AWOL.

We ask our traffic engineers to have a
look at what "needs doing" out there to
bring the signal operation back into the
21st century.

Not prime time for traffic circle

Q. Anna believes the poster child for a
potential traffic circle is the intersection
of Thomasville Road-Meridian Road at
Seventh Avenue. At minimum a large
painted arrow on the pavement for
southbound Meridian Road at the ap-
proach to East Seventh Avenue would
help everyone realizes this is a right turn
only location.

A. A painted arrow in the right turn
lane is surely doable. Somewhere, there

exists a proposal to alleviate congestion
at this location. If my memory serves
me, it is a far reaching redesign mimick-
ing the south to east flyover at Thomas-
ville Road and Capital Circle NE.

A traffic circle might take up as much
room though. I am confident nothing
will happen here for a long time to come.
First, should the downtown pick up as a
bustling center of 24/7 activity the en-
tire midtown area would require exten-
sive redesign not just Thomasville, Sev-
enth and Meridian. Second, the conges-
tion is limited to morning and after-
noon, the rest of the time traffic, by most
accounts, moves slowly and smoothly.
Game days are another animal.

In Honor

Over the last few years we have all
had the opportunity to become ac-
quainted with the Honor Flight Net-
work. A nationwide project to enable
our Veterans to visit Memorials in
Washington, D.C., dedicated to honor
the service and sacrifices of themselves
and their friends of each military
branch.

Today I will introduce to you three lo-
cal philanthropic captains of industry
who open their hearts, wallets, facility
and aircraft hanger to host Honor Flight
onto Tallahassee International Airport.

Mac Langston, Chairman, brother
Danny, COO and Board Member Cody
Langston of Flightline Group, Inc. and
their dedicated employees set every-

thing aside to make sure our local Mil-
itary Veterans are able to take part in
this extraordinary effort to fly Veterans
to Washington, D.C. to visit the Memori-
als dedicated to them.

Flightline's modern headquarters at
TLH is turned over to our Veterans, their
families and friends and also many hun-
dreds of grateful Tallahassee citizens
who turn out in the morning to see these
intrepid men and women off to Wash-
ington. Then return in the evening to
witness the spectacular Honor Flight
Tallahassee return and welcome our
Veterans home.

Mac, Danny and Cody have also pro-
vided in-kind contributions to my teen
safe driving initiative, IMPAACT (In-
forming More Pupils About Auto Crash
Tragedies), which allows me to have the
IMPAACT 'crashed car on tour' at-the-
ready for high school traffic safety class-
es, many area traffic safety events, and
as I present a no nonsense safe driving
message to our young Tallahassee driv-
ers assigned to Teen Court.

Thanks Cindy, Georgena, Bill, Fred,
Jonathan, regional sales manager and
chief pilot, Jeff and the entire Flightline
team for your outstanding achieve-
ments in bringing superb aircraft sales,
precision parts and renowned aircraft
maintenance services to Tallahassee. 

Philip Stuart (IMPAACT.org) is a re-
tired Florida State Trooper. traffic oper-
ations project engineer and forensics
expert witness. Send questions to crash-
sites@embarqmail.com.
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