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If you meet up with artist and retired educator Annie S.
Harris, it’s likely you’ll leave with a unique treasure. Har-
ris says she always sends people home with something
after a coffee date or chance meet-up.

She’s gifted hand-drawn bookmarks and painted wine
bottles. One day on a visit to Atlanta, she met a woman
wearing a T-shirt she had created. The woman explained
how her friend had given her the shirt as a gift, and after
chatting with Harris, she walked away ready to purchase
a few more. 

Harris likes to tell people that she didn’t take many art
classes in school. She didn’t earn a degree in the subject.
Rather, art found her in a time of great need. 

“When you go through something
pretty traumatic, you need a way to
get out of it and do something amaz-
ing,” explains Harris, who first
picked up a pad and pencil after go-
ing through a divorce. “When you
want to keep your family in school,
you do things to keep them happy
and get them and yourself through.
Doing art gave me a chance to ex-
press myself and do what I like to

do. It was good for me on the inside.” 
Harris spent 16 years at Godby High School as a teach-

er, and later, an assistant principal. She left for 11 years to
work in the Brevard County school system as a principal
before returning to Tallahassee as Leon County’s assis-
tant superintendent for teaching and learning.

She has showcased works across the city, including
the Artport Gallery, FAMU’s Claude Pepper Center, and
now, at the City Hall Art Gallery which re-opens to the
public this month. The “Common Ground” exhibition,
presented by the Council on Culture & Arts (COCA), is the
first one back at City Hall since last March’s COVID-19
shut-down. 

Harris discovered her artistic abilities while living in
Central Florida. She created a greeting card that advised
to “never lose sight of your dream,” and left it on her desk
one day at school. Her secretary noticed it and encour-
aged Harris to continue making them. Eventually, she
placed the cards in a local consignment shop and hotel
lobby and was surprised as they sold quickly. 

“I have fun with it,” says Harris. “It makes me happy
and other people happy.” 

This bold freedom and joy are tangible in Harris’ paint-
ing style. She captures women in vivid reds, yellows and
blues in her “Three Queens” piece. Their faces are miss-
ing distinctive features like eyes or mouths, but Harris 

“Saturday Night” by Annie Harris. Harris has a no-frills attitude towards artmaking
and a belief that you can make anything without having to buy expensive materials.
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON

‘I have fun with it’
Annie Harris finds ‘Common
Ground’ in joyful images

If you go
What: Common Ground: Artworks by Annie S. Harris 

When: Exhibition opens 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday from Feb. 10-April 26, 2021 

Where: City Hall Art Gallery, 300 South Adams St. and at COCA’s Online Gallery 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call 850-224-2500 or visit COCA’s Online Gallery
at www.cocaonlinegallery.zenfolio.com.

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Annie Harris 

See HARRIS, Page 2C
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Is she the one strapping on a mask to pack food box-
es to deliver? Is she the one tutoring struggling students
over Zoom? Is she the one sewing up masks to donate?

We want to know about the many women and girls
who have been busy trying to help the community as
the coronavirus played out. Now it's time to recognize
them.

Entering its 15th year, the Tallahassee Democrat has
honored more than 300 women and young women for
their outstanding work in making our community a
better place to live. But there are still many women and
young women deserving of the "25 Women You Need
to Know, 5 Young Women to Watch" honor.

Each year, nominations are submitted by friends,
spouses, children, co-workers or just admirers of
women and young women who are passionate about
making positive changes in the lives of others and our
community. 

The award celebrates women who have not only
achieved success in their careers but have gone above
and beyond outside of their profession to take on lead-
ership roles in the community or by giving of their time
and talent to volunteer and provide public service.

We are looking for those women whose passion is

making Tallahassee the best place for all of us to live
while still achieving greatness professionally. Previ-
ous honorees include a Florida Supreme Court Justice,
businesswomen, attorneys, nonprofit directors, state
officials and educators and volunteers.

Their public service ranges from starting organiza-
tions to helping girls and teenagers to organizing AIDS
walks to volunteering with local homeless and domes-
tic abuse groups to serving on the boards of numerous
civic, nonprofit and charity groups.

Just as important as honoring this year's 25 Women
You Need to Know, is finding the 5 Young Women to
Watch. These high school age girls are on the way to
change not only our community, but the world. They
give of their time and talents to others and still manage
to succeed in sports or other extracurricular activities
while maintaining their impressive GPA's.

Once all the nominations are in on Feb. 15 at 5 p.m.,
the judges take on the challenging task of finding the

best of the best.
So, take a moment and go to

tallahassee.com/25women and fill out the short nomi-
nation form. Your nomination form matters, so make 

Nominate someone you admire for 25 Women awards
From Staff Reports
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Twenty-five Women You Need to Know and 5 Young
Women to Watch in 2019 were honored by the
Tallahassee Democrat at the University Club Center
in Doak Campbell Stadium Tuesday, April 9, 2019. TORI

SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

See 25 WOMEN, Page 3C
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TD-GCI0575537-01

The moment has arrived—price reduced $50,000! Now
only$379,000becauseownerismoving.Lowmaintenance,
historic poured-in-place concrete building in ideal shopping and
dining locale of Apalachicola. Recently renovated throughout for
permanence and indestructibility. LEEDS standards for energy
with LED lighting. DC 84” ceiling fans. ADA bathroom and
private patio. New HVAC air handler installed in August of 2020.
South courtyard fenced with Rudolf Valentino original cast iron
panels. Timeless design. State approved for 80 seat restaurant
prior to leasing. Listed by: ST. GEORGE ISLAND REALTY.

Email: michaelbillings@sgirealty.com or
call Michael at 850-228-8100.

DREAMING OF...?
122 COMMERCE STREET

*OFFICIAL RULES: No purchase necessary to enter. Must be 18 years of age or older to enter.
Complete contest rules are available online on the contest page.

NOMINATE
A TEACHER

EACH MONTH, A LOCAL TEACHER WILL
BE RECOGNIZED IN PRINT AND DIGITAL

PLUS, BE ENTERED INTO A
MONTHLY NATIONAL PRIZE AWARD

$5,000 TEACHER
$5,000 SCHOOL

ALSO, BE ENTERED INTO AN
ANNUAL NATIONAL PRIZE AWARD

$10,000 TEACHER
$10,000 SCHOOL

FOR
THE

FOR
THE

FOR
THE

FOR
THE

NOMINATE ONLINE AT:
TALLAHASSEE.COM/CONTESTS
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i s hos t ing our f i r s t IN -PERSON presenta t i ons
o f 202 1 ! I f you pre fe r , you have the opt ion
to jo in us V IRTUALLY . Phys i ca l -d i s t anc ing
wi l l be obse rved i f you jo in in -pe r son .
The re i s a l im i t to how many peop le can

a t tend , so make su re to RSVP ea r l y .

HOLIDAY CRUISES
& TOURS

( 850 )386 -7327
RSVP at

www. funseas . com/ rsvp

Aries (March 21-April 19). Because there is only one
of you in all time, you were born with the responsibil-
ity of bringing that precious rarity to task, contribut-
ing the gem of your you-ness as purely as you can.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). As the investor of your
time and money, you’ll put it all into goodness, and in
this, you cannot go wrong. Whether it pays dividends
or it’s a sunk cost, you’re fortified. Right is might.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). It’s not the fight that de-
fines you; it’s your grace in the fight and, hopefully,
your perseverance. Do not personalize the ups and
downs. Events are not your identity. How you teach
yourself to react is closer to who you really are.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Systems matter more
than goals. Most goals can’t be accomplished without
them. And yet it’s pretty pointless to figure out a sys-
tem that has no goal. The goal and the system need
each other, so don’t set one without the other.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). If you think you’re happy,
you probably are. If you think you’re rich, you defi-
nitely are. If you think you’re in love – also a no-brain-
er. But if you think you’re wise, get humble (the wise
always are).

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The action that is most
involving, satisfying and fruitful is that which is in the
service of others and on their behalf. You’ll be most
successful when you remind yourself of this several
times a day.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). At times, you have been re-
sistant to feedback for various reasons: you didn’t trust
the source to have the knowledge you needed, their
style was mismatched to your receptivity, etc. That’s
changed. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Here comes the uncanny
feeling that you’ve attracted the same person with a
new face. You could be right. There’s an anchor that
keeps pulling you back to the dynamic. There’s a chain
to be broken.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Even the most beauti-
ful dream can look uninspiring in dreary weather. Take
a breath. Put on the happy music, and deal with the
day-to-day while the sun burns off these low clouds.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There are three simple
rules to follow that will keep you in good energy. 1). No
complaining, only figuring it out. 2). No fighting reality.
Accept what is and go from there. 3). Lighten up. Light-
er things rise.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Events that call up your
inner fire are not the sort you’re keen to welcome, and
yet they are very much the sort you look back on and
thank your lucky stars it happened to you.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Looking back at the “bad
old days,” you’ll take particular notice of the remark-
able hero of the story who carried you out of danger
and pushed you into new circumstances. That hero
was you, and it won’t be the last time.

Actor James Spader is 61. Country
singer Garth Brooks is 59. Keyboar-
dist David Bryan of Bon Jovi is 59.
Comedian Chris Rock is 56. Actor
Essence Atkins (“Half and Half”) is
49. Actor Ashton Kutcher is 43. Ac-
tor Tina Majorino (“Napoleon Dyna-
mite,” “Veronica Mars”) is 36. Actor

Deborah Ann Woll (“True Blood”) is 36.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Rock

Today is Sunday, Feb. 7, the 38th day of 2021.
There are 327 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1931: Aviator Amelia Earhart married publisher

George P. Putnam in Noank, Connecticut.
1962: President John F. Kennedy imposed a full

trade embargo on Cuba. 
1964: The Beatles arrived at New York’s John F.

Kennedy International Airport to begin their first
American tour. 

1984: Space shuttle Challenger astronauts Bruce
McCandless II and Robert L. Stewart went on the
first untethered spacewalk, which lasted nearly six
hours.

TODAY IN HISTORY

says she prefers viewers to fill in the blanks when it
comes to her more abstract figures.

Harris never sketches out an idea before diving in.
When she is out and about traveling, something will
catch her eye and trigger her creativity. Glass and oth-
er “throwaway” items have become her primary sur-
faces for acrylics. Windowpanes in particular offer
many surprises as she completes a new work. 

“I like painting on unusual things like glass be-
cause you can hang it two ways,” says Harris. “It’s al-
most what life is like. A person shows you one side of
themselves but not the other side. It’s beautiful. I like
the view on the other side too, so I hang it so I can
show it either way.” 

Harris opened up her own home gallery in 1999.
Nestled on the 400 block in Frenchtown, she wanted
to create a hub where people could come by to both
see and experience art. Given her roots as an educa-
tor, she naturally gravitated towards helping young
people uncover their own hidden talents. 

When she meets a child that has potential, she will
nurture their creative spirit and show their parents
what can be made with very few materials. She has a
no-frills attitude towards artmaking and belief that
you can make anything without having to buy expen-

sive materials.
During her many art walks and events, Harris will

feature a children’s section where these kids can sell
their artwork. She then schools both child and parent
in the importance of investing money in the child’s
very own bank account. 

“I teach them about business and the things you do
with your own talent, a pencil and paper,” says Harris.
“You can do things that are really beautiful and teach
them how to save money and buy their own supplies.
The kids like it and learn business skills fast.” 

The “Common Ground” exhibit showcases a varie-
ty of Harris’ glass paintings and other mixed media
artwork. The title of the show is a nod to her belief that
we can gain strength through our common bonds and
lift each other up to overcome struggles. 

Harris continually learns by questioning other art-
ists’ processes and engaging in her own experimenta-
tion. She recently started painting on bits of mirror to
see what would happen — though she doesn’t enjoy it
as much as the transparent windowpanes which give
her a renewed perspective. 

“You can see yourself in some of your own draw-
ings, and it helps you get through tough times,” says
Harris. “It’s a gift you can give to somebody else, too.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Harris
Continued from Page 1C
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