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The “hair bands” of the 1980s gave
us some of the most iconic anthems in
the history of rock ’n’ roll. These
groups had a significant influence not
only on music, culture and fashion, but
also on untold millions of adolescents,
including Josh Lessard, guitar teacher
at Raa Middle School. As a teenager,
Lessard was drawn into heavy metal by
bands like Poison, Guns N’ Roses and
Stryper, but it was the genre’s emphasis
on guitar riffs that held his attention. 

“The solo in ‘Sweet Child of Mine’
really encouraged me,” Lessard re-
called. “I picked up my dad’s guitar and
taught myself chords, and then my
parents plugged me into lessons.” He
was introduced to classical guitar soon
afterward as part of the audition proc-
ess for enrollment in an arts magnet
high school. He began a more thorough
exploration of classical guitar and
thought, “I like this. I can rehearse, and
my ears don’t ring afterward and I can
play a piece all by myself, I don’t have
to have a band.” 

Lessard went on to study guitar in
college and he delights in sharing the
musical knowledge he has accumulated
over his lifetime. In many ways, he has
come full circle, as he currently teach-
es at Raa, an arts magnet school. Stu-
dents can choose from a number of arts
offerings. Lessard shared: “I love that
we can fit the students’ personalities
with so many different electives. Some
students that thrive in band, try guitar 

See Guitar class, Page 2C

STRIKING A
CHORD GUITAR CLASSES INTEREST

A RANGE OF STUDENTS AT
RAA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

Students refine their guitar skills at Raa
Middle School. 

Zy’Ona Knight and her classmates follow
along with Raa guitar teacher Josh Lessard. 

Movies

WHAT A BLOCKHEAD: The Caped Crusader
has to give up his lone-wolf approach and
learn to work with other superhero crime-
fighters after The Joker goes on a tirade in
Gotham City in the animated comedy-ad-
venture “The LEGO Batman Movie.” It’s
rated PG and opens Friday at AMC 20, the
IMAX Theatre and Governor’s Square.

ROMAN HOLIDAY, OF SORTS: The notorious
hitman John Wick (Keanu Reeves) is lured out
of retirement by an old friend and travels to
Rome, where he fights some of the world’s
most notorious professional killers, in the
action sequel “John Wick: Chapter 2.” It’s
rated R and opens Fridayat AMC 20 and Gover-
nor’s Square.

IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR: Based on three short
stories by Alice Munro, a mother who is es-
tranged from her grown daughter looks back
over her complicated family history in director
Pedro Almodóvar’s “Julieta.” It’s rated R,
subtitled and tentatively opens Friday at Gov-
ernor’s Square.

‘DARKER’ DAYS AHEAD: An angry ex-lover
targets bondage bunny Anastasia Steele (Da-
kota Johnson) when she reunites for more
freaky fun with her kinky ex (Jamie Dornan) in

the soft-core sequel “Fifty Shades Darker.”
It’s rated R and opens Fridayat AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square.

AND THE OSCAR GOES TO ...: Catch up on
the latest batch of Oscar-nominated ani-
mated shorts, live action shorts and docu-
mentary shorts this weekend when The
Tallahassee Film Society screens the mini-
movies at various times at All Saints Cinema, in
the Amtrak station of Railroad Avenue. The
animated pics run at 6 and 8:15 p.m.
Friday and at 5
p.m. on Sun-
day. Catch
the live

action shorts at 4 and 7 p.m. on Saturday. The
documentary shorts are slotted for 2 p.m.
Sunday. The are also being shown a various
times Feb. 17 through 19 and on Feb. 25. The
films are not rated. Visit www.tallahasseefilms
.com.

Theatre

TEE OFF IN PITTSBURGH: Hot on the heels of
the film adaptation of “Fences,” another
August Wilson script, “Radio Golf,” hits the
stage this week at FAMU’s Charles Winter
Wood Theatre, 515 Orr Drive. Wilson’s final

play, it’s the
story of a

real-estate

battle between affluent blacks in 1990s Pitts-
burgh. Tickets for the preview performances at
8 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday are $8 gener-
al admission. It also plays for the main run at 8
p.m. Friday; 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday; 3 p.m.
Sunday. Tickets are $15 general admission, $12
for seniors and FAMU employees, and $8 for
students and children. FAMU students get in
free with a valid ID.

BRINGING BACK VAUDEVILLE: A musical so
interesting they made a musical about making
it, the original “Shuffle Along” tells the story
of self-interested ladder-climbers who lie,
cheat and steal to gain political power. Staged
by Midtown Arts and Entertainment, this
revival is helmed by local director E. Marie
Sissle and her husband Noble Sissle III – the
grandson of one of the original writers. It’s
playing at 8 p.m. Thursday through Saturday
and 3 p.m. Sunday at SoMo Playhouse, 2032 S.
Monroe St. Tickets range from $12 to $15. 

UNREST IN YBOR CITY: Family drama and
culture shock rock a Cuban-American family in
1929 Tampa when their cigar-making factory’s
hired “lector” (one who reads to the illiterate
workers) shakes things up by reading “Anna
Karenina.” It’s the catalyst for the Pulitzer
Prize-winning play by Nilo Cruz, “Anna in the
Tropics,” staged by Tallahassee Hispanic
Theater at 8 p.m. Wednesday and Thursday at
the Carriage House at Goodwood Museum &
Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee Road. Tickets are
$15 general public; $12 for seniors, students
and Goodwood members. Visit www.tallahas-

See Limelight, Page 3C

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

CITY ALIVE WITH MUSIC, FROM METALLIC TO ROMANTIC
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

SPECIAL THE DEMOCRAT

The proto-punk metal band Death makes its Tallahassee debut at The Wilbury on Saturday
night.

LOCAL NEWS » TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT » WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2017
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Did youbuyahome in
LeonCounty in 2016?

Homestead Exemption can save you up to
$818 on your property taxes!

Homestead Exemption filing deadline
MARCH 1, 2017

For more information and filing locations
contact the Leon County Property Appraiser
(850) 606-6200 | www.leonpa.org

Akin Akinyemi, R.A.
Property Appraiser
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Composer-conductor John Williams is 85.
ABC News anchor Ted Koppel is 77. Actor
Nick Nolte is 76. Comedian Robert Klein
is 75. Actor-guitarist Creed Batton (“The
Office”) (The Grass Roots) is 74. Actress
Brooke Adams is 68. Actress Mary Steen-
burgen is 64. Author John Grisham is 62.
Actor Henry Czerny (“Revenge,” “The
Tudors”) is 58. Singer Vince Neil of Motley

Crue is 56. Singer-guitarist Sammy Llanas of The BoDeans
is 56. Actress Missy Yager (“Manchester By the Sea”) is 49.
Actress Mary McCormack is 48. Guitarist Keith Nelson of
Buckcherry is 48. Actor Seth Green (“Austin Powers,”
“Buffy The Vampire Slayer”) is 43. Actor Josh Morrow
(“The Young and the Restless”) is 43. Bassist Phoenix of
Linkin Park is 40. Actor Jim Parrack (“True Blood”) is 36.
Musician Joey Ryan of Milk Carton Kids is 35. Actress Cec-
ily Strong (“Saturday Night Live”) is 33. Rapper Anderson
Paak is 31. Drummer Max Grahn of Carolina Liar is 29.
Actress Karle Warren (“Judging Amy”) is 25.

Strong

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). Collaborate. The compromise you
strike will be worth it, as long as you approach it like an ex-
periment. What can you discover by working with others that
you could not find out by working on your own?

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’re in the mood to uncover a
mystery. It seems by now something would have come along
to pique your interest. Alas, you’re going to have to go search-
ing for new inspiration, unanswered questions and purposeful
quests.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Optimum productivity isn’t really
about how much you get done; it’s about getting the right
things done — the things that matter to you, make a differ-
ence to others and possibly enrich and improve your overall
experience.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The beautiful thing about a
fantasy life is that it can be anything you want it to be and, no
matter how big and wild it grows, it can always stay contained
in your head and completely portable, with you wherever you
go.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Your wish will be granted precisely as
asked. This will inspire you, in the future, to ask in even more
specific terms. You’re getting better and better at accepting
help, by the way.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). If you’re wondering why you
can’t seem to give a care about the work at hand, it’s because
the stakes aren’t high enough to motivate you. So make it
more fun. Impose a severe limit or an outrageous reward.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Though you may fantasize about
making a drastic change, the reality is that a series of small
steps will get you there with more grace, stability and certain-

ty.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You have no interest in making a

“good” impression. You want it to be spectacular. You want
them to be thinking of you long after you’re gone. If anyone
can cast such a spell, it’s you. Restraint and a sense of mystery
are key.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’re in danger of digital
overload. Try this radical idea: real life! Meet in person. Tell the
joke or the story to someone’s face. The payoff for actual
human contact will be brilliant.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The one you interact with
most, in your head or otherwise, is the one you’re having a
relationship with. The dynamic doesn’t have to be positive for
it to be meaningful.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). The journey ahead gets in-
creasingly interesting and demanding, too. Answer the chal-
lenge by planning to get more sleep. You’ll need to be sharp,
and sleep deprivation will only lead to mistakes.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Your patience is legendary, and
you’ll stick with the program, person or project long after
others would have given up. Your intuition tells you to hang in
there, and it won’t steer you wrong.

Today’s birthday (Feb. 8). People want to know you and
be a part of your team this year, not because of what you can
do for them but because of who you are. You’re cool. Your
talents are a perfect match for the March agenda. There’s a
victory in April. August shifts the energy to your physical self,
and you’ll get stronger and fitter. Leo and Sagittarius adore
you. Your lucky numbers are: 9, 4, 20, 44 and 17.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, Feb. 8, the 39th day of 2017. There
are 326 days left in the year.

On this date in:
1910: The Boy Scouts of America was incorporated.
1915: D.W. Griffith’s groundbreaking as well as contro-

versial silent movie epic about the Civil War, “The Birth of a
Nation,” premiered in Los Angeles under its original title,
“The Clansman.”

1952: Queen Elizabeth II proclaimed her accession to the
British throne following the death of her father, King
George VI.

1968: Three college students were killed in a confronta-
tion with highway patrolmen in Orangeburg, South Caroli-
na, during a civil rights protest against a whites-only bowl-
ing alley.

1973: Senate leaders named seven members of a select
committee to investigate the Watergate scandal, including
its chairman, Sen. Sam J. Ervin, D-N.C.

TODAY IN HISTORY

WEDNESDAY

Clogging Classes - Mountain Dews: Begin-
ning clogging classes for all ages, all types of
music. 6:15-7:15 p.m. Jackson Lodge, 2818
Apalachee Parkway. 
Storytime: Join for Science Storytime
presented by Ready Readers. Story-
time is on Wednesdays and Thurs-
days at 10:15 a.m. Enjoy an inter-
active reading of a science themed
story, followed by a related hands-on
activity. A different book is featured
each week. This free event is at center
stage on the lower level. 10:15 a.m.
Tallahassee Museum, 3945 Museum
Drive. 

FRIDAY

2017 Oscar Nominated Shorts - Animation: The 2017
Oscar nominated shorts are coming to All Saints Cinema!
The shorts in the animation category: “Blind Vaysha,” “Bor-

rowed Time,” “Pearl,” “Piper,” “Pear Cider and Cigarettes,”
“The Head Vanishes,” “Asteria” and “Once Upon a Line”
will be playing. 6-8 p.m. $9 general admission, $6 TFS mem-
bers and students with a valid ID. All Saints Cinema, 9181⁄2
Railroad Ave. 

SATURDAY

Big Bend Community Orchestra Concert
with Young Artist Winners: The BBCO

presents “Love and War.” Dr. Shelby Chip-
man, Conductor; Lisa M. Foltz, associate

conductor. Free admission. Children
ages 12 and under will be invited to
the stage to get a closer look at the
instruments during one work. Silent
Auction and free reception in the
lobby following the concert. 3:30-5
p.m. Turner Auditorium, 444 Apple-

yard Drive. 

SUNDAY

Second Sundays at Spring House: Walk
through history by visiting the only private resi-

dence in Florida that was designed by world-famous archi-
tect Frank Lloyd Wright during the Second Sunday Tour . 2-4
p.m. $15 per person; free for children 12 and under. Spring
House, 3117 Okeeheepkee Road. 

Calendar

LISA FOLTZ

Lisa Foltz conducts the Big Bend Community Orchestra, which has its “Love and War” concert 3:30-5 p.m. Saturday.

Send us
information

Let us know what’s on your
schedule. Use the online form

at
Eventful.com/Tallahassee.

The deadline for submissions is
5 p.m. the Monday before

publication.
Questions?

Call 599-2161.

Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell of
the grid. Each row,
column and region must
contain only one in-
stance of each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.
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and it’s just not for them. Or they failed miserably in
one of the other music classes but they come to guitar
and it just fits their personality.”

In his seven years on the faculty, Lessard has had
the opportunity to try a few things himself. Though he
originally was brought on to lead Raa’s orchestra
program, over the years, students demonstrated
enough of an interest in guitar that he could dedicate
his focus to building a comprehensive curriculum. He
now teaches two advanced and two beginning classes
as well as an exploratory class for sixth-graders. The
total enrollment for his classes amounts to more than
100 students.

Eighth-grader Zy’Ona Knight has been taking gui-
tar classes from Lessard for the past three years. She
enjoys the challenge of the advanced program, espe-
cially sight-reading, a difficult exercise of perform-
ing an unfamiliar song directly from the sheet music
without any preparation. “I’m a very, very fast learn-
er and I’ve always been able to figure something out
really quickly,” Zy’Ona said. “When I have to play
certain rhythms and different syncopations, I have to
calculate that correctly so I know when to come in.
It’s a very complicated thing but I know I can do it. I
have the confidence in myself and I can continue
getting better and better at it because of these class-
es.” 

Elijah Powell has also enjoyed his three years of
guitar instruction at Raa. As an eighth-grader, he is in
his second year in the advanced program. He enjoys
the constant variation that’s part of Lessard’s teach-
ing philosophy. “We do new stuff every day,” Elijah
said. In one class period, students worked on four
very different pieces of music: “Nowhere Man” by
The Beatles, “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” by Bach,
“Crazy Train” by Ozzy Osbourne, and Pachelbel’s
Canon in D. Though he’s partial to rock, Elijah recog-
nizes that “you can basically play anything on the
guitar and you never really get bored.”

Also, an eighth-grader and second-year advanced
guitar student, Sarah Brock has been able to expand
her musical capabilities through Lessard’s instruc-
tion. “I can sing and play at the same time. That has
really helped me to come out of my shell.” When re-
flecting on music’s transformative power, Sarah
shared that “there’s a lot of things you can do with
music, it creates a lot of emotions for people. It
doesn’t just benefit you, it can benefit a lot of people
and that’s what I like about it.” 

Lessard agrees and often contemplates how music
can be used in service, a prominent theme in his role
outside of school as a rabbi. It’s no coincidence that
the word rabbi literally means teacher in Hebrew and

Lessard explores the intersection of these two impor-
tant facets of his life. “One of my goals as a rabbi and
as a music teacher is to get ourselves to where we’re

concerned with the other, with relationships and peo-
ple and how they’re feeling. There’s nothing wrong
with making ourselves happy, there’s nothing wrong
with playing music because it soothes us and makes
us feel better but to get to that point where we’re so
filled up ourselves that we can give it out to others is
a goal. It’s that sense of empathy and that sense of
love that brings enjoyment.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the education and
exhibitions director for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts
and culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Guitar class
Continued from Page 1C
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