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PAMPER YOUR HOME
FREE

TILE & GROUT
DEMONSTRATION & ESTIMATE
With any other cleaning service. Excluding air duct.
Must meet minimum charge. Residential only.

Expires 2/28/17 | PROMO CODE: LUV

$5000 OFF
AIR DUCT CLEANING!

Cleaning completed by 2/28/17 - Residential Only.
Minimum charges apply. Not valid in combination with other
coupons or offers. Certain restrictions apply. Call for details.

TD-0000282705

Fourth in a four-part Black
History Month series.

It was 1956 when current City
Commissioner Curtis Richardson
was born — two years after the
Supreme Court’s 1954 ruling,
Brown vs the Board of Education
that made segregation illegal in
public schools and abolished the
doctrine of “separate, but equal.”
It was also the year that Tallahas-
see’s bus boycotts and sit-ins
would begin, efforts to make the
dream of that equality come true.

Little Curtis didn’t know it yet,
but the dozens of other Civil
Rights protests and legislative
acts that would be passed in the
following years would catapult
the bright little boy forward from
the previous hundred years of
discrimination to a platform
where, with new advantages, an
African American had a chance

to develop his skills and intellect
and contribute on a wider Amer-
ican stage.

But in 1950s Green Cove
Springs, Florida, 30 miles south of
Jacksonville, where Richardson
was born, nobody really paid
attention. “There were so many

little towns like Green Cove that
were relics of the segregated
South,” says Richardson from his
office at City Hall. “That was just
our way of life.”

Though Richardson’s father
was in the Navy and stationed in
Jacksonville, his mother was a
Green Cove native. Both of his
parents were high school gradu-
ates, and his father a protector of
the country. But they had “better
know their place” in Green Cove
Springs.

“There was a railroad track
that ran down the center of town,
one side of town for whites, the
other for blacks,” says Richard-
son. “You’d better be out of down-
town and across that line by
nightfall... or kids would start
throwing rocks at you,” — or
worse. The owner of the town’s
grocery store and the sheriff
were among the active members
of the Ku Klux Klan. 

“There was just no social inter-

action between the races, except
for work done by blacks for
whites,” says Richardson, whose
mother worked odd jobs as a cook
or cleaning lady. “It was kind of a
self-imposed segregation if you
knew what was good for you.”

And yet, on the literal other
side of the tracks, there was what
Richardson remembers as a
thriving cultural and social black
community — separate, yes, but
warm, supportive, ambitious, and
capable of producing very smart
youngsters.

“The church was the center of
our world, the hub around which
grown-ups circulated and social-
ized… and taught the young peo-
ple how to behave,” said Rich-
ardson.

“Every adult felt responsible
for each one of us… everybody
knew each other and looked out
for each other.” Small business 

MAKING BIG STRIDES 
City Commissioner Curtis Richardson has traveled

long road from the white’s only fountain 

MARINA BROWN
DEMOCRAT CORRESPONDENT 

See Strides, Page 4D

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT FILES 

City Commissioner Curtis Richardson,
left, with the Rev. Jesse Jackson on a
march to the Leon County Courthouse.

HALI TAUXE/DEMOCRAT

City Commissioner
Curtis Richardson

enjoys the music at
the Dare to Dream

Festival in Cascades
Park in January.

All of his adult life, craftsman Jaime
Walton has dreamed of furniture de-
signs. Whether it was to build a book-
case or chair, this desire went unre-
alized for many years, though you
wouldn’t know it by walking through
his newly opened showroom and work-
shop, JME Makes, in Railroad Square.

One wall is covered with a bounty of
tools and gears of varying sizes and
purposes. Other walls feature Walton’s
creations. There are instruments
turned into lamps like a violin wrapped
with five strings of LED fairy lights to
represent a musical score. Other de-
signs include a light comprised of a
fencing mask and the base of an old
fan, a plastic replica of a marlin soon to
be reborn as a mechanical fish, with
metal scales and a sprocket around the
eye, and a boat’s gas tank reinvented as

a cat’s face in the empty space that
used to hold the carburetor.

“This is how my brain works,”
smiles Walton, demonstrating how a
series of pipe organs might whistle
after he assembles them into a doorbell
for his workshop. “I have some things
in common with hoarders in that I like
to collect things, but for me, it’s about
the intrinsic value of an object.”

JME Makes will have a grand open-
ing during Railroad Square’s March
First Friday event where the public will
be able to see Walton’s metal, wood,
stone, and glass works in person. He
hopes to continue collaborating with

community members on custom pieces,
as well as offer up his handyman and
design services and eventually offering
classes in his workshop.

Straddling the line between artist
and craftsman, he describes himself as
a maker, juxtaposing the refined with
the industrial. As a kid, Walton learned
crafts like macramé and embroidery
from his mother, and his background in
construction as an adult gave him a
familiarity with tools.

In Albany, New York, he worked odd
jobs in plumbing and construction,
enjoying the physical aspects of the
work as well as solving the challenge of
how to do everything efficiently. At one
point, he answered a Craigslist ad for
labor on a project that involved archi-
tectural salvage and was eventually
hired by the late Fred Shapiro, former
head of the Silver Fox Salvage compa-

Craftsman’s ‘mad science’ transforms salvaged material
AMANDA SIERADZKI
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

JAIME WALTON

Jaime Walton collects tools at his JME Makes
workshop in Railroad Square. SeeWalton, Page 4D
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OFFICE (850) 656-8737
BRUCE AVERY (850) 354-1392

CERTIFIED ARBORIST
WWW.FIELDERTREE.COM

A NAME YOU CAN TRUST

Prompt, Courteous, Professional Services!

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding

Storm Damage • Licensed & Insured • Structural

Cabling & Bracing • Lightning Protection

Pest & Disease Diagnosis

Br i ng you r Fam i l y

B r i n g you r Fr i e n d s

B r i n g y o u r A p p e t i t e

WE’LL BRING THE FUN

RED HILLS
INTERNATIONAL HORSE TR

IALS

MARCH9-12, 2017
TICKETS@RHHT.ORG
ELINORKLAPP-PHIPPSPARK
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4501 W. Shannon Lakes Drive

Tallahassee, FL 32309

850-668-4004
www.allegroliving.comAssisted Living

Facility #9746

ALLEGRO’S TIPS FOR DECLUTTERING AND DOWNSIZING YOUR HOME
Many seniors no longer can and/or want to care for a home.
Home maintenance is time-consuming, costly and stressful.
Keeping up a home takes work and seniors wish they had more
time to commit to their hobbies and passions. Downsizing or
moving to a senior living community can help them find this
time and relieve the stress and responsibility of home ownership.
Whether you are moving to a smaller house, condo or senior
living community, here are some tips for decluttering and
downsizing.
Start Small: Make a list of the areas of your home, drawers,
cabinets, closets and rooms. Start small and tackle one at a time,
one day at a time. One drawer per day doesn’t sound so bad,
does it?
Don’t Be Afraid to Ask for Help: Just a few extra bodies will
make the process go faster. If family members aren’t an option,
consider the professionals.
Use the 5-Box / 5-Color Method
Set up boxes in the area where you are working and place each
item into the appropriate box. Use colored tags for larger items
like furnishings. When sorting, go with your first impulse.
Everything in your home should fall into 5 categories:

KEEP (Yellow)
GIVE AWAY TO FAMILY & FRIENDS (Pink)
DONATE (Blue)
SELL (Green)
TOSS (Red)

Allegro’s Senior Living Advisors are available to recommend
moving experts or moving partners in your local community.
Contact us today. Voted BEST of Tallahassee 2016!!

TD-0000283452

TD-0000283780

CALL TODAY 386-7327

Scenic tours throughout the U.S.A. and Canada.
Join us for a Special Presentation
Tuesday, Feb 28th: 6:00 pm

Come meet the Trafalgar representative and learn about
tours in the USA and Canada. Get all of your questions

answered & start planning your perfect vacation.
Space is Limited!

TD-0000283805

T L H  LO C A L

ny.
The demolition busi-

ness would store sal-
vaged items in its 10,000
square foot building,
stocked with antiques
and lighting from various
projects. However, the
main goal of the site was
to attract visitors to the
business’ custom furni-
ture building. Shapiro
liked Walton’s work ethic
and hired him full time,
which is where Walton
found his forte construct-
ing kitchen tables, cab-
inetry, light fixtures and
more out of the store’s
massive inventory.

“By jumping in and
building tables that were
interesting, solid, and
structurally sound, I
impressed Fred and we
started a relationship,”
says Walton. “A joke in
the shop was that any-
thing could be a light or a
table. Fred was a fore-
caster and liked to reuse
things but also thought
there was an economic
niche for it. The most
valuable thing he gave
me was showing me how
to get from where I was
to where I wanted to be.”

Today at age 51, Wal-
ton can’t imagine himself
in any other line of work
and believes in interrupt-
ing the waste stream to
landfills by placing dis-
carded items back into
mainstream use. In Alba-
ny, he would purchase

items from salvage
yards, auctions, and es-
tates, but since arriving
in Tallahassee has re-
ceived many donations.
He also creates with
found objects, like an
abandoned railroad tie
whose sculptural qual-
ities allow Walton to see

it as a future fireplace
mantle or bookshelf.

Walton confesses to
having “a mad scientist
streak” and has concoct-
ed static electricity ma-
chines out of items like
an apple corer and skate
wheels. His more styl-
ized steampunk items

have taken the form of
shelving units, desks, and
cabinets, made from
pipes, valves, gears,
perforated metal and
various parts. Mostly,
Walton is driven by the
materials to either make
the unexpected, like a
floor lamp from a fire
sprinkler, or a more func-
tional customization like
a cabinet from a printing
presses’ typeset drawers. 

“It’s like carving a
feather out of stone,”
says Walton. “In a weird
way the material stim-
ulates you to be some-
thing other than what it
is, and sometimes it’s
what the thing is that
provides that stimula-
tion. I like to combine
metal with wood, and
these are spur of the
moment ideas. Ultimate-
ly, people are really in-

terested in things that
aren’t like anything else.”

Most importantly to
Walton, he wants to con-
tinue motivating others
to see the potential in
castoff items. This phi-
losophy is highlighted in
many of his pieces, as he
won’t sand down imper-
fections or irregularities
like saw marks in a piece
of wood he salvaged
from a tobacco farm.

“I like things to show
their life story,” says
Walton. “This wood is
something that a farmer
invested their everyday
life in and so the wood in
a way is imbued with his
life. I think people see it
as representative of
something real. There’s
an enrichment that
comes from having
something that had a
previous life, like you’re
making a difference in
some way.”

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Walton
Continued from Page 1D

JAIME WALTON

Jaime Walton works on a
lamp from salvaged
materials. 

JAIME WALTON

Jaime Walton creates woodwork at his workshop in Railroad Square. 

JAIME WALTON

Crafting furniture is a passion for Jaime Walton,who made
this table from salvaged materials. 

If you go
What: JME Makes: Grand
Opening at First Friday Gal-
lery Hop
When: 6-9 p.m. Friday
Where: 663 Industrial Drive
Cost: Free
Contact: For more informa-
tion, call 850-583-4563 or visit
www.facebook.com/events
/384498555249129/.

thrived within the com-
munity—mechanic
shops, hotels, beauty
shops, little stores… and
yet, Richardson says, his
parents never voted. The
answer to why is in what
he calls the “vestiges of
the time of slavery.” 

Although every child
could read and write by
the time they finished
elementary school, and
certainly his parents
were literate, “there
were impediments.” 

Though the 15th
Amendment in 1869 had
given universal suffrage,
Richardson feels it was
the socialized memory of
poll taxes, literacy tests,
and intimidation at vot-
ing sites that continued
to impact the behavior of
potential African Amer-
ican voters. It wasn’t
until 1965 and the Voting
Rights Act that African
Americans were federal-
ly guaranteed the right to
access to vote. Rich-
ardson notes, however,
that that same psycholog-
ical imprint from the
time when one man
owned another may con-
tinue to this day.

In the meantime, Cur-
tis Richardson had begun
his own academic climb.
Observable integration
didn’t arrive in Green
Cove Springs until Rich-
ardson was in middle
school. “A girl and I were
the only two African
American children in the
advanced classes… we
spoke with white kids,
but there was still no
socializing outside the
classroom,” said Rich-
ardson.

Yet by high school, he
had found his voice. In
the country, the major
civil rights legislative
acts had passed, though
boycotts, sit-ins, and civil
unrest continued. Active
in student government,
Richardson was known to
be articulate and smart.
His brothers thought he
should go to law school.
And because of the 1965
Affirmative Action rules
he was able to apply and
be accepted as a student
at Florida State Univer-
sity. Great strides had
been made.

“My mother always
stressed education to
each of her eight chil-
dren. We were all expect-
ed to go to college… and
we all did,” said Rich-
ardson, who would take
advantage of every op-
portunity. 

Though he had begun
as a political science
major, he found his first
courses in psychology
fascinating. While he was
still interested in govern-

ment, he shifted from a
law aspirant to figuring
out what made people
tick. Richardson went on
to earn a bachelor’s de-
gree at FSU, then a bas-
ter’s degree at the Uni-
versity of West Florida in
psychology, and another
master’s in school psy-
chology from FSU. 

From there it has been
a life of working in edu-
cation, for Betty Castor
at the Department of
Education, and as a mem-
ber of the Leon County
School Board — and pub-
lic service, Director of
Cabinet Affairs under
Gov. Lawton Chiles, four
terms in the Florida
House of Representa-
tives. 

Looking back at the
last 163 years since Lin-
coln’s Emancipation
Proclamation, Richard-
son knows great strides
have been made for Afri-
can American rights, and
at great cost. “We must
be careful that that pro-
gress does not erode,” he

said.
“At present, in Leon

County, approximately 31
percent of the population
is African American. Yet
within the public schools,
there is a majority minor-
ity. That means that
white students are going
somewhere else.” Rich-
ardson also says that
Tallahassee is the most
economically segregated
city in Florida.

The statistics above
are some of what
prompted him to run for
School Board and moti-
vated him to seek a posi-
tion on the City Commis-
sion. But he does see
positive change that
matters. “Today, three of
four elected county offi-
cers are African Amer-
ican. That, he says, shows
not only the willingness,
but the ability of African
Americans to work hard
and contribute to the
betterment of all Talla-
hasseeans. 

Curtis Richardson
says that he honors those

who came before him,
“the unnamed, faceless
individuals who were
literally willing to give
their lives to ensure op-
portunities for me and
those who follow.” He
hopes that everyone will
“take it as their responsi-
bility to make sure we
don’t let those rights and
possibilities slip away.” 

Strides
Continued from Page 1D
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