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As a rite of passage, many teenagers
get part time jobs to earn extra spending
money and learn responsibility. While
scooping ice cream, mowing lawns, or
bagging groceries may not influence
their ultimate choice of occupation,
some teens get the opportunity to ex-
plore careers they’ve always dreamed
of.

It’s especially rewarding when young
employees are able to contribute to the
program development of a highly re-
spected leader in the Florida art com-
munity like the accredited Gadsden Arts
Center and Museum. 

The organization’s Teen Art Council
is comprised of eager young people who
have expressed an interest in learning
more about the arts. The council came
about through funding from Art
Bridges, a group that supports innova-
tive audience building projects de-

signed to increase community access to
American art.

Gadsden Arts borrowed a painting
from Arts Bridges for inclusion in a re-
cent exhibition and, as part of that loan,
they were eligible for grant support to
connect with a new demographic. 

“We’re really great with elementary

school children and adults and seniors
tend to come on their own. We have a
good relationship with college profes-
sors who bring their classes but that
teen audience, not so much,” said Anis-
sa Ford, Education Director. “We
thought they would be a great audience
to reach through this grant.”

The teens are contracted to work at
Gadsden Arts, meeting regularly to
learn about the inner workings of a mu-
seum, the production of exhibitions and
program development.

Council members also converse with
guest artists who demonstrate their
techniques. Most importantly, they ad-
vise staff on the kinds of activities that
might bring more teens to the museum.
“These are paid positions to work with 

The Beauty of Imperfection by Anthony Jefferson was part of a student art exhibition at Gadsden Arts. SPECIAL TO THE TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

‘Power in the art’ 
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Members of the Teen Art Council with Gadsden Arts’ Executive Director Grace
Robinson outside the museum in Quincy. SPECIAL TO THE TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Gadsden teens make
important connections
working on Arts Council

See ART, Page 2C

My America by Juanita Forehand.
SPECIAL TO THE TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
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The Florida State University-head-
quartered National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory’s annual open house will
move to the virtual realm for 2021 with
20 live virtual events, an expansion of
the lab’s traditional one-day extrava-
ganza. 

From Feb. 19 through March 6, sci-
ence lovers across the world will be able
to connect with MagLab scientists to
experience all that the lab has to offer
and even observe a few experiments
that can be done in the comfort of your
own home. 

“We are excited to offer some of the
same dynamic experiences we have at
our in-person event – the chance to do
your own hands-on science, explore our
world-unique lab and connect with real
MagLab researchers,” said MagLab
Public Affairs Director Kristin Roberts.
“We’re providing many different kinds
of activities across many times of day to

bring the fun of MagLab Open House
to people of all ages, from the local
community or any location across the
world.” 

Scientists will lead several try-this-
at home activities, including a special
kitchen chemistry session and the 

MagLab open house
goes virtual with 20
events over 2 weeks
Kristin Roberts
FSU Communications

A flower frozen with liquid nitrogen
at the MagLab open house in 2019.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT FILES 

See MAGLAB, Page 2C

Florida A&M University is known
for its numerous notable alumni, from
Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms
to filmmaker Will Packer. Something
few may not know is that FAMU has
stars on the rise who are currently en-
rolled. That list starts with Erika John-
son, who is Miss FAMU. 

Johnson is so much more than just a
queen with a sash and a pretty face.
She is a senior vocal performance ma-
jor with a dream to live, sleep, eat and
breathe music.

“I couldn't give up my passion and
my journey with music is not over,”
Johnson said. “This is why I chose a
music major for school.”

In her early years she was influ-
enced by her mom’s singing, and she
believes it inspired the contemporary
side of her low voice. Like many young
Black female artists, Johnson is in-
spired by Beyonce, but for her it’s
about her longevity in the industry
more than any one song.

Johnson hopes to be able to develop

a brand for herself and still be able to
reinvent and redefine herself to prevent
typecasting. She believes constant
change and growth are at the core of ev-
ery great artist.

Johnson has even partnered with a
local talent company, Two-Six Manage-
ment, founded by D’Andre Bradley.
Bradley started the company in January
2020 and signed Johnson around 

Passion for music guides
Erika Johnson, Miss FAMU
Skylar Boone
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Erika Johnson’s dream is to live, sleep,
eat and breathe music. SPECIAL TO THE

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

See JOHNSON, Page 2C
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actor Rene Russo is 67. Actor
Richard Karn (“Home Improve-
ment”) is 65. Actor Lou Diamond
Phillips is 59. Comedian Larry the
Cable Guy is 58. Actor Conrad Ri-
camora (“How To Get Away With
Murder”) is 42. Actor Jason Ritter
(“Kevin (Probably) Saves the
World,”) is 41. Actor Joseph Gordon-

Levitt is 40. Singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran is 30. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Gordon-
Levitt 

Aries (March 21-April 19). It’s scary to want and
scarier still to desire. You have the keys to what oth-
er people want. Over the course of your dealings,
their feelings may be heightened and illogical.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). People around you
will take off their sweaters because you create such
warmth. Other effects will include the privilege of
hearing what’s really on their hearts and minds.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). In this human family,
usefulness helps ensure a decent position. You’re
looking for ways to make yourself more useful.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Today’s atypical and
nonsensical journey will amuse you. Why you go
one direction instead of another is a mystery. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You gravitate toward the
people who see things in you that you cannot yet see
in yourself. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You cannot be enticed
today, neither by advertiser nor friends with (what
they think are) good ideas. It’s obvious to you what
the next right move is that you can’t help but laugh. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll get people to
switch to your side because you do it better. Know-
ing which metrics matter most to people will be key. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You have high expec-
tations for loved ones but you also afford them wide
margins for error. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You cannot have
diamonds without paying the price. It’s something
to consider before purchase or reception.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). When your mind
goes to that negative situation, go exercise, listen to
happy music or do anything that brings you vitality. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re not interested
in what you should do today. societal expectation
have nothing to do with your own self-discovery, 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Though you’d love to
fill your time with meaningful pursuits, it’s even
better to discover the purpose behind the pursuits
you already engage in.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, Feb. 17, the 48th day of 2021.
There are 317 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
2018: President Trump’s national security advis-

er, H.R. McMaster, told a conference in Germany
that there was now “incontrovertible” evidence of a
Russian plot to disrupt the 2016 U.S. election; the
statement stood in contrast to his claim that Rus-
sian interference in his election victory was a hoax.

TODAY IN HISTORY

SARAH EDEN
850.933.9600

FEATURED LISTING | 4434 GEARTHART ROAD - UNIT 1302

FABULOUS 3 BEDROOM / 3 BATH CONDO IN SUMMERCHASE*MOVE-IN READY*UPDATED LUXURY VINYL PLANK FLOORS*NEW CARPET
& NEW INTERIOR PAINT*SUMMERCHASE HAS POOL, CLUBHOUSE & FITNESS CENTER*CALL FOR A SHOWING APPOINTMENT TODAY.

Laura Jo Hewitt (NMLS 775253)
Home Finance Specialist

me to develop programs by teens for teens,” said Ford.
“They’re a really great sounding board for me.”

The Teen Art Council has already produced a 2020
themed student art contest and a student art exhibi-
tion.

The student artworks included in that exhibit were
created in response to Gadsden Arts' recent “Hofmann
to Warhol” show which focused on Abstract Expres-
sionism to Pop Art in post-WWII America. This exhibi-
tion included artists such as Hans Hofmann, Stuart
Davis, Roy Lichtenstein, James Rosenquist, and Andy
Warhol.

Ford explained, “each student had to research the
artist they were inspired by and learn how to write
statements about their own artworks, what they
mean, and why they created them. Then they did a
presentation. There is so much power in the art they
made.”

Juanita Forehand, Gadsden Teen Art Council mem-
ber and 10th-grader at Gadsden County High School,
chose Roy Lichtenstein’s “Bicentennial” as her inspira-
tion. “I see his piece as a very lighthearted celebration
of America, and I don’t have that same experience. I’ve
seen many things that makes my experience different
from that,” she explained.

Juanita’s artwork, titled “My America” is “about the
BIPOC [Black, Indigenous and people of color] experi-
ence in this country full of uncertainty. To have the op-
portunity to voice that out was amazing.” 

In addition to being able to express herself through
her artwork, Juanita has embraced the Teen Art Coun-
cil experience and all the opportunities it has offered.

“It has been amazing, truly. With everything that’s
been going on with COVID, multiple things throughout
last year and this year, it’s been a place where I can
home in on my love for art," Juanita said. "I’ve loved art
for a long time and I’ve never had a place to really out-
let myself besides my own room. There’s multiple of
things we’ve been introduced to and I appreciate it
fully.” 

Anthony Jefferson feels similarly about being a

Teen Art Council member. As a 12th-grader at Gadsden
County High School and a life-long art lover, he con-
sciously used the experience to expand his horizons. “I
need to dive into way more things instead of just clos-
ing myself off to just what I’m used to. I’m trying to say
‘yes’ to more things. I heard it was something in rela-
tion to art and I thought it would help me get used to
being around other people.”

Anthony was moved to create artwork inspired two
different artists: James Rosenquist and Stuart Davis.
“From Rosenquist's ‘New Oxy,’ I included a poem and
an unfinished look, while from Davis' art I took inspi-
ration from text and hidden messages.”

Anthony included his own hidden message within
his composition, prompting viewers to ‘Look Up.’ “My
thought process was to remind the viewer to take a
moment to look at the wonders that surround you on a
day-today-basis. Look at it in its lovely imperfections." 

Both Anthony and Juanita have plans to continue
their study of art. Anthony is currently exploring art
colleges including Full Sail University and the Savan-
nah College of Art and Design. Juanita is aiming for
Pratt Institute followed by a study abroad program at
the Korea National University of Arts.

Ford also has her sights set on the future in hopes
that the Teen Art Council can continue and she’s
mindful of the importance it might have in the career
trajectory of these young people.

“I want to open their minds to all the different arts
careers there are. High school is that time where some
students start to get jobs, students start to think about
careers and where they want to go next," Ford said. "If
they’re looking to apply to colleges maybe they need
recommendations and I love to be a place where if
someone’s interest in art, they can come and talk to us.
If we get to continue this program, I’d love to see, in ten
years, these students in arts careers. That would be
awesome.” 

This article is part of COCA’s Creativity Persists col-
lection and highlights how area educators are continu-
ing to teach and inspire during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Art
Continued from Page 1C

opportunity to make your own chromotography but-
terflies and extract fruit DNA. The lab also will host its
first-ever MagLab Escape Room where participants
must solve a series of puzzles to “escape” the room. 

In addition to the activity-based presentations,
MagLab physicists, chemists, engineers and other ex-
perts will take part in Scientist Speed Sessions, pre-
senting brief summaries of their research coupled
with an opportunity to answer any and all questions in
a true ask-me-anything style. 

Rounding out these live events, the virtual open
house will be filled with digital delights that can be
viewed at any hour. Watch Open House demos, such
as the junkyard magnet or potato launcher, or take an
all-access video tour of the lab to locations that aren’t
accessible to the general public. 

Plus, a half-dozen web-based games for visitors of
all ages will prompt guests to guess the fruit or veggie
from an image taken on our world’s strongest MRI, col-
or your own MagLab data, put together high field puz-
zles and complete an online scavenger hunt (the top
three finishers will even win a prize!). 

This one-year detour to the digital space is out of an
abundance of caution to protect the community from
COVID-19, said Roberts. The MagLab hopes to return
to an in-person Open House event again in 2022, host-
ing more than 10,000 visitors at the strongest and
highest-powered magnet lab in the world, funded by
the National Science Foundation and state of Florida. 

“We’re excited to join you in your home virtually this
year,” Roberts said, “but we can’t wait to have you all
back at our lab again next year.” 

As always, admission is free to science fans every-
where. Visit nationalmaglab.org for a full listing of the
scheduled live virtual events and links to the various
online videos, games and activities. 

MagLab
Continued from Page 1C

September of 2020. 
“Erika’s voice and her personality made her a must-

have,” Bradley said. “She has a talent and also a poten-
tial factor that surpasses a lot of current female artists
in the game right now.”

Two-Six Management oversees Johnson as an art-
ist, her brand and PR. Johnson wanted an outside di-
rection from school and made the connection with
Bradley through a friend.

Johnson is trained in classical and contemporary
performance but has a gift for opera that isn’t found in
many Black artists. Growing up outside Dallas she at-
tended a school for performing arts but still faced
skepticism about her career goals because of the un-
known attached to her dreams. She started performing

with a touring singing group at age 13, which forced her
to develop tough skin early on.

But she didn’t let anything stop her, especially in her
time at FAMU. Since being on the campus she has
joined multiple music organizations and works with
other artists regularly.

“Working with Erika is so much fun. Coming up
with innovative ways to capture the audience,” said Ki-
mani Jackson, Johnson’s counterpart as Mister FAMU
and a fellow artist.

Jackson said that working with her is liberating as
an artist. He said they find a way to match their cre-
ativity to develop amazing results. 

Many see Johnson as a star in the making trying to
find a way to incorporate multiple styles of music. She
plans to present her best self and find success creating
her own space and definition.

Skylar Boone is a junior at Florida A&M University
majoring in journalism. Her email is sky-
lar1.boone@famu.edu

Johnson
Continued from Page 1C

The Tallahassee Youth Orchestra musicians are
ready for their Feb 21 concert featuring guest artist
Avis Berry — a talented Tallahassee singer and teacher
at Gilchrist Elementary.

The Youth Orchestra will present Justice: From Si-
beria to Alabama featuring Berry in a live-streamed
concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 21. Visit
www.tallahasseeyouthorchestras.com for streaming.

Berry will sing traditional spirituals and the song
“Strange Fruit,” popularized by Billie Holiday. TYO
Symphony will perform Copland’s “Fanfare for the
Common Man” and the finale from Shostakovich Sym-

phony #5.” 
The concert features music suggestive of the histo-

ry of humankind’s inhumanity to itself and the ulti-
mate dominance of the human spirit. TYO’s Chamber
Orchestra will be performing Norman Leyden’s “Sere-
nade for String Orchestra” and Intermezzo Strings will
be performing Bruce Olsen’s “Fado.” 

Berry is accomplished in jazz, gospel and classical
music and is known for her band Revival. She con-
tinues to collaborate musically with the Tallahassee
Symphony and various local artists throughout the
community, most notably her band, Revival.

The show will be streamed from The Moon, where
TYO has been rehearsing and performing live-
streamed concerts since last summer.

Youth Orchestra teams with Avis Berry 
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA


