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Holiday fun
WITH A BANJO ON HER KNEE:

Award-winning banjo wizard Mary Z.
Cox will reach into her extensive bag of
American songs during the New Year’s
Eve show from 8 to 11 p.m. Friday at the
Blue Tavern, 1206 N. Monroe St.
There’s a $10 cover at the door.

A VERY BERRY NEW YEAR: Jazz
vocalist Avis Berry takes the spotlight
during a New Year’s Eve concert with
the Tallahassee Swing big band during
a holiday show that starts with a dinner
at 8 p.m. Saturday at The Monticello
Opera House, on the courthouse square
in downtown Monticello. The music
begins at 9 p.m., and there will be a
cash bar. Tickets are $75 per person or
$140 per couple. Visit www.monticel-
looperahouse.org.

ENJOY A CROOKED NEW YEAR’S:
Dance the night away with some of
your favorite classic rock and soul
tunes when Crooked Shooz cranks out

the hits at 9 p.m. Saturday at The Amer-
ican Legion Hall on the shores of Lake
Ella. The cover charge is $15 a person
or $25 a couple at the door.

RAP UP 2016 IN RAILROAD SQUARE:
Go with the lyrical flow when Back-
pack Beatz, Buster Wolf, J. Kelly, Da
Beast and more during the New Year’s
Eve 2017 Hip Hop concert at 9 p.m.
Saturday in 621 Gallery Annex, 621
Industrial Drive in Railroad Square Art
Park. The cover charge is $10 general
public and $8 students at the door. 

HAVE A BLAST AT THE EDISON:
Enjoy an early fireworks display start-
ing at 7 p.m. Saturday at The Edison
restaurant in Cascades Park. The sky
show will last until 7:15 p.m. It’s free
and family-friendly. After the bombs
bursting in air, the Edison is offering a
price-fixed dinner for two for $75.
There will also be a live cellist per-
forming until 10 p.m. For more, visit
www.edisontally.com.

GET HOT BEFORE THE HOLIDAY:
Jump, jive and wail when Big Daddy &
Red Hot Java gets the house rocking
when the seven-piece band fires up at 8

p.m. Friday at Rio Carrabelle, 102 St.
James Ave. in Carrabelle. The cover is
$15 at the door.

GET TO THE SHARP POINT: Prime the
pump for the big night when the Swin-
gin’ Harpoon band plugs in at 9 p.m.
Friday at the Bradfordville Blues Club,
7152 Moses Lane. Tickets are $15 ad-
vance and $20 day of the show.

MARSHALL IN THE NEW YEAR:
Think of blues guitarist Johnnie Mar-
shall as Tallahassee’s answer to band
leader Guy Lombardo, who was the
king of New Year’s Eve for decades.
Marshall has been hosting the New
Year’s Eve festivities at the Bradford-

LIMELIGHT EXTRA 

JAZZ, BLUES AND RAP LIGHT UP NEW YEAR’S EVE
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT SENIOR WRITER

DEMOCRAT FILES

Tocamos Mas brings the highly danceable sounds of the islands to the Wine Loft on New Year’s
Eve. 

See Limelight, Page 3C

J ohn Paul II Catholic High

School does Christmas in a

big way. The hallways are

decorated with lights, tinsel and

trees, and if that doesn’t put you

into the holiday spirit, the Fine

Arts Festival will. Dozens of

students ushered in the season

with their music and art. Family

members and friends were

treated to a concert and an

exhibition that illustrated what

students have learned in the past

few months.

Twelfth-grader Patrick Carreon is a
versatile performer due to his facility
with instruments. He plays the piano,
cello, violin, drums, ukulele, guitar and
bass, to name just a few. Patrick also
sings, and his management of the
school’s choir has provided him with
some valuable life skills. “Being the
director of the chapel choir has taught
me patience and time management
because you have to learn new pieces 

POTS, PANS AND PIANO
ARTS BLOSSOM AT JPII WITH PERCUSSION GROUP, PAINTING 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON

TOP: Patrick Carreon performs on piano during the Fine Arts Festival. ABOVE:
Donald Michel works out the rhythms in the pots-and -pans number See JPII, Page 3C
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LEON COUNTY
DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT

AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT

Renaissance Center – 2nd Floor Conference Room
435 N. Macomb Street

Wednesday, January 4, 2017
10:00 a.m.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING:
NEW BUSINESS:
10:00 a.m. Project Name: The Dwellings

Review Level: Type “B”, Final Design Plan

Approval (FDPA) Track

(Major Modification)

Project ID#: LSP160036

Applicant: Floresta, LLC

Agent: Tom Osteen, P.E., Moore Bass

Consulting, Inc.

Parcel ID#: 21-31-20-007-0030

Location: Blountstown Highway

This project will be reviewed through the Type “B” Final Design Plan Approval

(FDPA) Track. The application proposes additional phases for the residential

development consisting of 130 residential unit and community residential

buildings.

Development Services Contact: Nancy Garcia

GarciaN@leoncountyfl.gov

850-606-1361

In accordance with Section 286.26, Florida Statutes, persons needing a special

accommodation to participate in this proceeding should contact the ADA

Coordinator at 850-606-5011 or Facilities Management, 301 South Monroe Street,

Tallahassee, Florida 32301, by written or oral request at least 48 hours prior to

the proceeding. Dial 7-1-1 (TDD and Voice) to access Florida Relay Service.

Accommodation Request Forms are available on the website www.LeonCountyFl.

gov/ADA.

S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

ville Blues Club ever since it was
known as Dave’s CC Club way back in
the ’90s. The outgoing Marshall, who
hails from across the border in south-
ern Georgia, learned his craft on the
stage in the funky blues institution. He
will be holding court once again start-
ing at 9 p.m. Saturday at The Bradford-
ville Blues Club, 7152 Moses Lane. Ex-
pect advance tickets to be in the $35
price range and the bash usually sells
out fast. Visit www.bradfordvilleblues-
.com.

ADD SOME CARIBBEAN SPICE: The
Latin-Caribbean jazz band Tocamos
Mas channels to sounds of the islands
— as well as a little West African pop
music for good measure — when it
performs for New Year’s Eve at 10 p.m.
Saturday at The Wine Loft, 1240 Thom-
asville Road in Midtown. There is no
cover charge.

IT’S THE RECORDED TRUTH: Be part
of the act when the rockin’ Invented
Truths band turns on the microphones

to record a live album starting at 9 p.m.
Saturday at 926 Bar & Grill, 926 W.
Tharpe St. There’s a $5 cover charge at
the door. Must be 18 or older to enter.

TAKE A SIP AROUND THE WORLD:
Lifting a cue from Epcot in Central
Florida, take a trip with the Drink
Around the World party starting at 9
p.m. Saturday at Madison Social, 705 S.
Woodward Ave. The $40 ticket price
gets you six drinks at six different
themed locations. Visit
www.madisonsocial.com.

PARTY AT THE BLACK LAGOON:
Enjoy some tunes from the big-band
era when pianist Bob Carey performs
at 7 p.m. Saturday at the Wakulla
Springs Lodge and State Park (where
the classic “Creature from the Black
Lagoon” was filmed in the ’50s). There’s
no cover charge but there is an en-
trance fee of $6 at the front gate.

GET INTO THE GROOVE: DJ Butch
will be spinning Top 40 tunes and a little
hip-hop at 9 p.m. Saturday at the Craw-
fordville Women’s Club, 64 Ochlocko-
nee St. in Crawfordville. There’s a $10
cover charge, and you must be 21 or
older to enter.

Limelight
Continued from Page 1C

NEW YORK - Ah, college. Halls of
ivy. Stimulating class discussions. All-
night cram sessions. Sleeping in an old
woman’s apartment?

New York University is introducing
a program next fall to help students
save money by putting them up in el-
derly people’s spare bedrooms.

It may get snickers from some stu-
dents who see college as their first
chance to get away from mature adults,
but it is bound to get consideration
from others straining under the in-
stitution’s $66,000 annual bill for tu-
ition, room and board.

The program, to be operated in con-
junction with the University Settlement
social service organization, will start
with 10 to 15 students bunking in senior
citizens’ spare bedrooms.

Neither the students nor their elder
hosts have been selected yet, but the
basics of the program are in place:
Participating students will pay $5,000 a
year, thousands of dollars less than the
cheapest on-campus housing option.

Almost all of the money will go to
their senior hosts, said Ellen Schall, a
professor of health policy and manage-
ment who chairs NYU’s affordability
steering committee. The initiative will
be expanded if it’s popular.

“This is a win-win for both the sen-
iors and the young adults,” said Univer-
sity Settlement CEO Eric Weingartner.

Living in an older person’s spare
room wouldn’t be for everyone.

NYU history major Brendan Gu-

tenschwager, 19, said the option doesn’t
appeal to him, but might attract seri-
ous-minded older students. He envi-
sioned that might be students who
think, “You know what? I just want to
get through my classes and have a good
place to study where I’m not surround-
ed by a bunch of loud college students.”

Christine Park, 19, who is studying
music business at NYU, said she’d con-
sider applying.

“If it meant that there were other
NYU students in that building, and it’s
cheaper, why not?” she said.

Under the plan, the first group of
students will all be placed in one build-
ing where many elderly tenants have
spare rooms. University Settlement is
looking for a building near NYU’s
Greenwich Village location with a high
concentration of low-income seniors
with extra space.

The students will not be caregivers
for their hosts, but may pitch in on
small chores like changing a lightbulb
or carrying laundry from one room to
another.

“We’re trying to identify buildings
where the financial contribution from
students will be meaningful to the sen-
iors,” Weingartner said. “The part that’s
more nuanced is the impact of having
companionship for both the senior and
the students.”

The NYU initiative does not exactly

replicate anything else in the United
States, though there are other pro-
grams that house young people with
seniors.

At Housing Opportunities and Main-
tenance for the Elderly’s two intergen-
erational sites in Chicago, college-age
resident assistants serve as helpers for
their older neighbors.

Unlike the NYU students, who will
not be expected to work, the young
people in the Chicago residences spend
about 20 hours a week on chores in-
cluding cooking and cleaning, program
director Janet Takehara said.

She said the two age groups get
along well.

“They plan activities, they decorate
for the holidays together, they go on
outings together,” Takehara said. “It’s
very much an intergenerational friend-
ship.”

Jim McGough, who is 72 and moved
into one of the Chicago residences in
August, said he invited the resident
assistants to watch the Cubs’ trium-
phant postseason run in his room.

He relished the chance to explain
baseball to one of the assistants who is
from Germany.

“I enjoy teaching him about Amer-
ica, and he enjoys teaching me about
Europe,” McGough said. “It is a lively
place, and I attribute that to the young
people and the old people interacting.”

College students to bunk with elderly
KAREN MATTHEWS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

JULIE JACOBSON/AP

New York University will introduce a program
to help students save money by putting them
up in elderly people’s spare bedrooms. 

every single week. It has taught me to
be a leader.”

Patrick plans to study chemistry in
college and knows his music training
will serve him well in that pursuit.
“When I see a piece of music, I think of
it as a puzzle. It’s the same thing for
science. You have to solve problems
and my experience from music and the
patience that I’ve gained from that can
help me solve these problems.” 

Donald Michel is a 12th-grader and
through his study at JPII he has learned
a few life lessons as well, specifically
perseverance. He observed that with
music “the more you do it, the more you
get better at it.” Donald and several of
his classmates performed a unique
percussion piece that featured pots,
pans, and garbage cans to sustain the
rhythm. Though this was Donald’s fa-
vorite performance because of its un-
conventional nature, his heart has been
stolen by another instrument. “I am a
pianist,” he affirmed, “and it’s a gift
that I should work on to become better.
Things that you want aren’t going to
come easy, you have to work hard at it.”

Ana Maria Mendoza, also a 12th-
grader, had a similar sentiment. She
studies both music and art and she
knows the intrinsic benefits of working

diligently. She said, “Sometimes when
you work on a piece of art for a really
long time you’re sick of seeing it and
you just want to be done with it. Some-
times you’re tempted to do a bad job of
it. It’s a lot more satisfying when you
take your time.” 

Tenth-grade art student Nicole Cross
agrees. “I like to draw everything.
When I challenge myself, when I finish
it, I’m more proud of what I’ve done
because I know it’s hard and I’ve ac-
complished something.” Currently a
Drawing and Painting 1 student, Nicole
is learning the foundations of art and
her M.C. Escher inspired drawing
showed a variety of techniques. “This
one was really challenging,” she con-
fessed. “I was like ‘that’s going to be
really hard,’ and it was. I tried using
dots, cross-hatching, shading and lines.
I like how I incorporated everything
that Mrs. Manos is teaching us.” 

Kristin Manos is the visual art teach-
er at JPII and she shared that few
things are more satisfying than seeing

students strengthen their artistic abil-
ities. “Sometimes they come in and
they feel like they can’t do things. Some
of them come in with a little bit of skill
level and they are excited and want to
progress even faster than they have
been doing it on their own.” JPII has
encouraged that kind of creative explo-
ration and plans are developing for the
school to offer even more support. “I
feel like JPII is really moving in the
arts direction. We have some people
who are behind us in that area.” 

Sara Gordon, the school’s perform-
ing arts teacher, is doing her part to
instill a lifelong love of the arts. “I want
them to have a positive experience with
music and grow to understand it better.
When they get here, they get to learn an
instrument or get on stage and maybe
that’s something they’ve never done
before.” 

Gordon requires students to keep a
journal and reflect on their artistic
experiences. As part of that assign-
ment, they must also attend a live com-
munity theater production each quar-

ter. “I give them a bunch of different
options and they’ve been loving it.”
This exercise not only helps introduce
students to the world of theater but also
allows them to engage with the area’s
cultural community. 

“A lot of kids who come in as fresh-
men, they’re super shy and quiet. By
their senior year, they become the
leads. I have so many stories of kids
excelling and blossoming. I feel like
they become more of themselves.”

Offering an example, Gordon re-
called “I had one student who, when she
first came to guitar, she couldn’t play
anything, but now it’s like an expres-
sion of her body. It’s like part of her
soul that comes out. It’s so fun to watch
that happen for a student, when they
finally find their part to play and their
way to fit into their community.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Education and Exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts
.org).
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AMANDA THOMPSON

JPII music students perform a percussion piece on unconventional instruments 

AMANDA THOMPSON

Guests browse the JPII visual art student's
creations. 
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