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Floridians can commiserate with composer

Leroy Anderson. Seeking relief from a

stubborn July heatwave, he wrote “Sleigh

Ride,” an iconic holiday classic. Seventy years lat-

er, it’s still a perennial favorite and a new genera-

tion of musicians is making it their own. The Tal-

lahassee Homeschool String Orchestra per-

formed the much-loved song and many others for

a full audience in a recent concert.

More than 100 children make up the
entirety of this group, which is broken
into five smaller ensembles. From the ti-
niest Poco Players to the advanced Ario-
so group, each child receives profes-
sional music instruction in violin, viola,
or cello. Abigail Silver is grateful for the
opportunity to learn and grow as an art-
ist. The 14-year-old violinist is a mem-
ber of the Arioso group but said, “when
this orchestra started, I had barely even
played violin.”

All students are taught basic scales
and other fundamental techniques by
THSO’s instructors, but one of the most
important lessons is how to play along-
side others. 

“This has taught me especially how
to work as a group because you could be
an amazing violinist, but if you’ve never
played with an orchestra, it’s a totally
different feel,” Abigail said.” You have to
learn. These are the sort of traits that
will help me in whatever I do but espe-
cially in music.”

Joanna Pepple, co-founder and di-
rector of THSO, focuses on the personal
and musical development of her stu-
dents. When THSO began offering pro-
gramming four years ago, the goal was
to provide ensemble experience to stu-
dents of varying playing levels. Along
with that, these emerging artists gain
self-discipline and time-management
skills, as well as a sense of belonging.

“The camaraderie and the friend-
ships, it buoys them,” said Pepple. “We
hear from parents that the kids are not 

The Da Capo ensemble plays Jingle Bells. AMANDA THOMPSON

Tallahassee Democrat ❚ WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2017 ❚ 1C

TLHLife
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Movies
OUT ON THE ISLAND: During World

War II, a Roman Catholic nun (Deborah
Kerr) and a combat-tested Marine (Rob-
ert Mitchum) form a tight bond as they
try to avoid Japanese soldiers who are
living on the same island in the South
Pacific when The Tallahassee Film Soci-
ety revisits “Heaven Knows, Mr. Alli-
son” (1957). It’s not rated and is being
shown at 7 p.m. Friday at All Saints Cin-
ema. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

DOWN IN THE JUNGLE: Revisit pri-

mates expert Jane Goodall during her
early days living with wild chimpanzees
in Gombe, Tanzania, when The Talla-
hassee Film Society presents the docu-
mentary “Jane.” It’s rated PG and runs
at 4:30 p.m. Saturday at All Saints Cine-
ma. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

DOES THIS COMPUTE?: An effi-
ciency expert (Spencer Tracy) is hired to
computerize a research department at a
TV network in New York City but locks
horns with a bright librarian (Katharine
Hepburn) when The Tallahassee Film
Society presents the romantic comedy
“Desk Set” (1957). It’s not rated and
runs at 7 p.m. Saturday at All Saints Cin-
ema. Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Theater
ALL THE WAY FROM BROADWAY:

See scenes and musical numbers from
such stage works as “Dogfight,” “I Love
You, You’re Perfect, Now Change,” “First
Date” and more when The High School
Theatre presents its “Winter Show-
case” revue at 7 p.m. Saturday at The
Junction @ Monroe, 2011 S. Monroe St.
Tickets are $20 advance and $25 day of
the show. Visit www.junctionatmon-
roe.com.

Music
TAKE A LOOK AT THE MIRA!: The

dream-pop band Mira! is staging a re-
union gig starting at 9 p.m. Friday at The
Wilbury, 513 W. Gaines St. The bill also

includes Hold That Hand and Langtry.
There is no cover charge.

CHOW DOWN ON CHICAGO
SOUND: The Maurice John Blues Re-
vue returns with some deep-dish slices
of Chicago-style blues during a lively
show starting at 9 p.m. Friday at The
Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152 Moses
Lane. Tickets are $20 online. Visit
www.bradfordvilleblues.com.

SINGIN’ AND SWINGIN’: The Swin-
gin’ Harpoon band holds forth with
boogie and blues 9 p.m. Saturday at The
Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152 Moses
Lane. Tickets are $20 in advance and 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Take a look ahead into the party-packed weekend
Mark Hinson
Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 2C

GETTING
IN TUNE 

Home-schoolers gain skills,
friends in string orchestra

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See ORCHESTRA, Page 3C
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used to being in groups of 30 or 35.
They’re more used to about 10 in a class
so the ensembles are a cool experience
for them. I also hear from parents who
tell me their kids want to practice all the
time because their friends are around
them and they want to get better.”

While 6-year-old Preston Benoit ad-
mits that he doesn’t practice every day
because “sometimes we get off track,”
he enjoys playing the violin with his
friends in the Da Capo ensemble. He
said the violin “is very mature and it’s
hard-working and it can do a lot of cool
pieces. It has the highest string sound in
all these instruments.”

An accomplished violinist herself,
Pepple has earned several music de-
grees and is pursuing a Ph.D. in histori-
cal musicology at Florida State Univer-
sity. Her Suzuki pedagogy training al-
lows her to cultivate a nurturing envi-
ronment, especially for the youngest
strings students. Though she has mas-
tered the violin, Pepple constantly edu-
cates herself about other string instru-
ments so she can pass that knowledge
on to her students.

“I got a cello from a pawn shop be-
cause I felt so bad that I was always
messing up on the students’ fingerings.
I just needed to hold it and figure it out.”
After a few lessons from a local cellist,
Pepple is now more equipped to help her
cello students and she, in turn, gets help
from them. “It’s been the best of both
worlds because when someone else is
directing, I can sit in the back of the cello
section and get better.” 

Twelve-year-old Vivian Herring has
played the cello for years and she appre-
ciates Pepple’s dedication as well as her
versatility. Vivian got the opportunity to
exhibit her own adaptability during the
Arioso ensemble’s performance of
Sleigh Ride. “The cellos had to step in
and improvise because we forgot to
bring the slapstick,” a percussive instru-
ment that emulates the all-important
whip cracking effect in the piece.

Vivian, Preston, and Abigail all agree
that music is something they will con-
tinue to study and explore. They have
enjoyed learning from Pepple and each
other while gaining technical proficien-
cy as well as life skills.

Pepple sees that as a successful out-
come for the THSO but perhaps more
importantly, she believes that by giving

these students the gift of music, they
have a tool that elevates their spirit and
builds connections across humanity. 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the as-
sistant director for the Council on Cul-
ture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Orchestra
Continued from Page 1C

The Sleigh Ride performance was a favorite of musicians and audience members. AMANDA THOMPSON

“We’re interested in learning more
about what’s called point-of-sale mar-
keting,” Frentz said. “We’re talking
about the posters you see on the win-
dows and doors, the designs you see on
floors, the mobiles hanging from the
ceilings and every other nook and cran-
ny that marketers use to get you to
spend some of the money in your pocket
on a tobacco product.”

Project organizers plan to work with
teen and community centers across Le-
on County to recruit young men and
women to join the Students Working
Against Tobacco movement and partici-
pate in the project. The information will
be used to educate decision-makers in
the community on the effectiveness of
tobacco marketing and, in turn, the im-

to help ensure safe and healthy genera-
tions to come.”

Frentz is a tobacco prevention spe-
cialist at the Florida Department of
Health in Leon County, one of the lead-
ing partners in the Tobacco-Free Leon
partnership.

Frentz recently spoke to a group of
about 60 young men and women at the
Palmer-Munroe Teen Center about the
dangers of tobacco use and how tobacco
companies encourage kids to take up to-
bacco products, as well as about a pro-
ject that can empower them in the fight
to counter-market these efforts.

The project includes surveying and
recording the methods that tobacco re-
tailers in the community use to get peo-
ple interested in their products.

Tobacco-Free Leon is looking for
young men and women to participate in
a groundbreaking project designed to
challenge the marketing efforts of to-
bacco companies that hope to lure chil-
dren into purchasing their addictive
products.

“Tobacco use remains the leading
preventable cause of disease and death
worldwide,” Kevin Frentz said. “Tobac-
co companies spend more than $10 bil-
lion a year marketing cigarettes, cigars,
snuff, chew tobacco and other deadly
products to up-and-coming genera-
tions in hopes of addicting them for life.
We must do our part to break this cycle

pact tobacco sales have on public
health.

For more information, call DOH-Leon
at 850-606-8273.

Students Working Against Tobacco
is a statewide initiative that encourages
young adults to lead the charge against
tobacco use, especially among children
and young adults.

Tobacco-Free Leon is a community
partnership dedicated to improving the
health of Leon County residents, espe-
cially through initiatives and projects
designed to discourage children from
using tobacco products, helping smok-
ers quit smoking and encouraging com-
munity leaders to adopt policies and
practices to promote smoke-free build-
ings and campuses.

Tobacco-Free Leon recruits youths for survey
Christopher Tittel
Department of Health
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