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TLHLIFE

No matter the recipe or technique —
whether pre-assembled kit or home-
made — the second annual Gingerbread
House Competition at the LeRoy Collins
Leon County Public Library was one to
remember.

Some Tallahasseeans built entire
towns from cookies and confectionery.
Others paved their walkways with jelly
beans. Some paths diverged in a coco-
nut snow wood, and went the cinna-
mon-y, crunchy cereal route. One par-
ticipant took the ultimate Floridian ap-
proach and strung up gingerbread boat
sails with fruit leather candies. 

“It’s really interesting to see people’s
creativity come to life,” says co-organiz-

er Amy Tipler, an information profes-
sional at the library. “We know it is also
a morale booster for a lot of people too,
especially during this time when things
are so hard for everyone. It’s great to be
able to see that come to light.” 

Tipler and her colleagues Michelle
Ray and Alicia Durham were all pleas-
antly surprised by the amount of en-
gagement they saw from the communi-
ty this holiday season. Four years ago,
the competition was a staff only event
that raised money for school supplies
and other local charities. Tipler won
that first year with her beach house pop-
ulated with gummy bears. 

Last year’s event took place in con-
junction with their holiday children’s
programming. This year, they pivoted to
a virtual competition, and asked com-

munity members to sub-
mit photos of their fin-
ished creations. They re-
ceived 37 submissions in
the child, teen, adult cat-
egories. 

All houses were guest
judged by County Com-
missioner Kristin Dozier,

local chef Leon Brunson, and COCA’s
Assistant Director, Amanda Karioth
Thompson. The first place houses were
announced Dec. 14, and included adult
category winner Manna Robertson who
constructed a familiar city icon. 

“The Old Capitol building is the first
thing I think about when I think about
Tallahassee,” says Robertson, 18, and a
freshman graphic design major at the
University of Florida. “It’s a pretty, his-

toric landmark that is recognizable, so I
thought it’d be good for the contest.”

Robertson made the best of her self-
isolating quarantine when she was sent
home from UF for two weeks after com-
ing into contact with a classmate who
had COVID-19. She grew up in Tallahas-
see, and was a frequent library user as
well as amateur cake baker. After seeing
the competition listed on Facebook, she
knew how she planned to spend her un-
expected two weeks at home. 

First, she pored over photos of the
capitol building and created custom bak-
ing templates. Then, she used her design
skills to paint the facade from the front of
the building in food coloring and royal ic-
ing, and even used a bowl to create the 

Adult category winner Manna
Robertson created the Old Capitol
out of gingerbread in the library’s
contest. LEROY COLLINS LIBRARY

Let it
snow

Frosting, jelly beans cement gingerbread house winners

ccooccoonnuutt
ABOVE: Coconut and candy canes
deck out entry in library’s
Gingerbread House Competition.

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Manna
Robertson

See CONTEST, Page 2C

Members of the Florida A&M University Gospel
Choir will serenade America on Christmas morning in
true Disney fashion. 

The FAMU Gospel Choir performed three songs in
the Disney Parks Magical Christmas Celebration,
which will air on ABC from 10 a.m. to noon Friday, Dec.
25.

FAMU Gospel Choir members will sing “Joy To The
World.” Later, they will accompany Keedron Bryant of
“I Just Want To Live” fame in a performance of “Some-
day at Christmas.” 

For a third performance, the choir will accompany
Tori Kelly, a lead singer with Kirk Franklin, singing “Let
It Snow.” The two-hour event will also feature perfor-
mances of artists such as hosts Tituss Burgess and Ju-

lianne Hough, as well as Becky G, Jon Batiste, Maddie
& Tae and Trevor Jackson. 

The FAMU Gospel Choir usually includes about 50
members. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, only 16
members made the three-day trip to Orlando. 

FAMU Gospel Choir Director Darien Bolden said the
opportunity to sing at Disney was like a godsend.

“This pandemic has been a gloomy time for the FA-
MU Gospel Choir. We have not been able to sing to-
gether since the early portion of March this year,” said
Bolden, a senior music student from Jacksonville. “To
have the opportunity to mold and shape gifts that will
be shared with the entire country on Christmas morn-
ing is an exciting yet humbling feeling to know that you
have the opportunity to put FAMU’s name on the map
once again.” 

FAMU Gospel Choir performs in Disney Christmas gig
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

The FAMU Gospel Choir performed three songs in
the Disney Parks Magical Christmas Celebration,
which will air on ABC from 10 a.m. to noon Friday,
Dec. 25. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRATSee CHOIR, Page 6C
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Check your
{marketing}
list twice.
You can’t do it all. That’s why LOCALiQ’s digital
experts have identified the key marketing tactics
most critical to win this holiday season — all
personalized to match your specific objectives
and place in the market. Does your holiday
marketing plan check all the necessary boxes?

Drive more holiday revenue now!

Visit: localiq.com/HappyHolidays
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral from 1
through 9 in each cell
of the grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only one
instance of each nu-
meral.

Yesterday’s solution

Note: Puzzles increase
in difficulty from Mon-
day through Sunday.

Actor Ronnie Schell
(“Gomer Pyle, USMC”)
is 89. Actor Frederic
Forrest (“Lonesome
Dove”) is 84. Guitarist
Jorma Kaukonen of
Jefferson Airplane, Hot
Tuna is 80. Drummer

Ron Bushy of Iron Butterfly is 79. Ac-
tor-comedian Harry Shearer (“The
Simpsons”) is 77. Actor Susan Lucci
(“All My Children”) is 74. Musician
Adrian Belew of King Crimson is 71.
Guitarist Dave Murray of Iron Maiden
is 64. Actor Joan Severance (TV’s
“Wiseguy”) is 62. Singer Eddie Ved-
der of Pearl Jam is 56. Jazz trumpeter
Irvin Mayfield is 43. Actor Anna Ma-
ria Perez de Tagle (“Hannah Mon-
tana”) is 30. Actor Spencer Daniels
(“Mom”) is 28. Actor Caleb Foote
(TV’s “The Kids Are Alright”) is 27.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Vedder

Aries (March 21-April 19). Your body
is designed to heal itself, and it will fol-
low through with that design just as
soon as you lift the stress off.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You
know what it’s like to go through the
motions all the while gazing distracted-
ly inward. That is why, when you recog-
nize this in others, you offer love.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You recog-
nize that you’ve been gifted an extraor-
dinary bestowal. You’d like to enjoy it
before you get down to the business of
giving thanks for it. And in fact, your
delight is the best sort of gratitude.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You gave
a heart and then had to take it back, not
because it was mistakenly given but
because it was just time. Remembering
this will help you with today’s choice.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You like to go
away long enough to miss what you
have at home. Such things haven’t been
as possible, but that has only made
your plans for the future more daring. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Conversa-
tion can flow freely, but the important
communication shouldn’t be left to
chance. Give forethought to it. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). The dog
doesn’t wish it was a cat. Animals em-
brace their unique creaturehood, and
so will you today, by doing something
that only you could do.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When
asked, you’ll give your angle on things,
though you’re also aware that some
people ask questions just because they
want to give their own opinion.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). It
feels good to be praised, but what feels
better is to be engaged, challenged and
chosen. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). An ex-
perience may be dreamy once, and the
next time it’s not the same at all …
which is why it always helps to temper
expectations.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your
next opportunity is coming from an un-
expected place. They have to hear
about you first, though, so don’t be
afraid to talk about what you’re up to.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Once,
you were angry about how you’d been
wronged. But you kept going until the
scene got so comically small in your
rearview that you could laugh at it.

ASTROLOGY

Today is Wednesday, Dec. 23, the
358th day of 2020. There are eight
days left in the year. 

On this date: 
1783: George Washington resigned

as commander in chief of the Conti-
nental Army and retired to his home
at Mount Vernon, Virginia. 

1913: The Federal Reserve System
was created as President Woodrow
Wilson signed the Federal Reserve
Act.

1933: President Franklin D. Roose-
velt restored the civil rights of about
1,500 people who had been jailed for
opposing the (First) World War.

1941: During World War II, Amer-
ican forces on Wake Island surren-
dered to the Japanese. 

1948: Former Japanese premier
Hideki Tojo and six other Japanese
war leaders were executed in Tokyo.

TODAY IN HISTORY

A Rickards student won first place for his documen-
tary and a Montford Middle School student took sec-
ond place at local film contest this month.

Recently the Northeast Leon Society for Arts & Cul-
ture released awards for its 2020 Student Online Short
Film Contest. The Contest was developed by NELSAC
for Leon County school students to demonstrate their
filmmaking skills, while coping with the COVID-19
pandemic. 

The contest’s film submission period extended
from July 15 - Sept. 30. Students residing and attend-
ing schools in Leon County during the 2020-2021
school year, in kindergarten, elementary, middle, and
high school grade levels, were eligible to submit short
films. Schools included Leon district schools, home
schools, charter schools, private schools, virtual
schools, and others.

Fiction or nonfiction short films, in one of the fol-
lowing genres: comedy, drama, documentary, music/
dance, science fiction, sports, were eligible for the
contest. 

Films submitted into the contest were evaluated by
a panel of judges, with film experience. The evaluation
criteria addressed filmmaking aspects such as script
writing, performance, editing, sound quality and di-

rection.
The contest’s best film is a documentary, “The Sel-

ma Voting Rights Movement,” by filmmaker Ananda
Chatterjee, who attends Rickards High School.

The 2nd place best film “What You Wish For,” a
comedy, was produced by Chole Watson of Montford
Middle School. Award winning short films and their
student filmmakers can be viewed on the Award Win-
ning Films page at nelsac.org. 

Film contests awards were provided by Kraft Nis-
san and Tiburoso Films, both Tallahassee businesses. 

Winners announced in
student short film contest
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Screen shot from the contest’s best film is a
documentary, “The Selma Voting Rights Movement,”
by filmmaker Ananda Chatterjee, who attends
Rickards High School. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

iconic dome shape in cookie-form. 
“I used a lot of my creative thinking

that art has given me over the years to
figure out what elements to use to make
it aesthetically pleasing,” says Robert-
son. “I wanted to bring in elements from
Florida into the design, too, so I included
palm trees and the Florida flag in icing
and candy.” 

The Leon County Juvenile Detention
Center submitted a house that won in the
teen category. JDC teacher, Lynn Jones,
is incredibly proud of her students’
teamwork and creativity. Jones has been
an educator for 36 years. She often visits
the library to see what programming she
can incorporate with her lessons. 

The library provided gift bags along
with the competition this year which in-
cluded a gingerbread recipe made by li-
brarian Michelle Ray as well as several
other goodies.

Tipler says over 240 community
members picked up bags this year. When
Jones came to gather bags for her stu-
dents, she saw the competition as a great
way to integrate her lesson on fairy tales,
specifically “Hansel and Gretel.” 

Eight students, aged 15 to 17 years old,
completed the winning “Hershey’s”
house which included gingerbread men
and Hershey’s kisses on the roof. Jones
often integrates the arts in her classroom
and was impressed by one of her stu-
dent’s decorating abilities. She says that
student has aspirations to work in the
Publix bakery. She has had past students
go on to creative careers after JDC as pro-
fessional singers and teachers. 

“I like to make sure the students are
prepared for life,” says Jones. “I do all I
can to make sure that when my students
leave my classroom, they have devel-
oped some goals. The important thing
with this [competition] is that they knew
it was part of the community.” 

Jones is planning a holiday party at
JDC for her students to celebrate the
winners. Robertson plans to use her gift
card prize to buy an iPad for her graphic
design work at her upcoming internship
for a nonprofit. She agrees with the un-
expected benefits of this fun-spirited

competition. 
“It’s really encouraging to have

something to work on,” says Robertson.
“Competitions like this inspire and en-
courage people to be productive with
their extra time and enjoy what they’re
doing. You can be creative even in hard
circumstances.” 

To see more programming from the
Leroy Collins Leon County Public Li-
brary, please visit https://cms.leon-
countyfl.gov/Library/Calendar/loca-
tionId/11. 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.tal-
lahasseearts.org). This article is part of
COCA’s Creativity Persists collection
which highlights how our community
uses the arts to stay connected and in-
spired during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Contest
Continued from Page 1C

An entry in the second annual
Gingerbread House Competition at
the LeRoy Collins Leon County Public
Library. LEROY COLLINS LIBRARY

The second annual Gingerbread
House Competition at the LeRoy
Collins Leon County Public Library.


