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T he City of Tallahassee celebrated the

first Winter Festival in 1986. What

began as a small event meant to show

off newly purchased holiday decorations has

evolved into a communitywide festival

enjoyed by thousands of residents and visitors

every year. Now featuring a parade, the Jingle

Bell Run, several entertainment stages and

food vendors, the event serves to engage

families and kindle the spirit of the season.

For more than 25 years, the Council on
Culture & Arts has partnered with the city’s
Parks and Recreation department to bring
even more creativity and holiday cheer to
the festival. COCA presents the annual Win-
ter Festival Youth Art Exhibition, which
showcases the work of local student artists
in kindergarten through 12th grade. On dis-
play at the City Hall Art Gallery until Jan. 9
are more than 80 artworks selected by local
art teachers on behalf of their students. The 

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

ABOVE: Cityscape by
Egypt Bennett_2nd

Grader at Bond
Elementary School

COCA RIGHT:
Honorable mention

middle school award
winner Torkayla

Phillips with Rocky
Hanna and art

teacher Nikki Nicolas.
BARBARA DAVIS

See Festival, Page 3C

Jeannie Barrett’s
Heavenly Crescent
Cookies really lived
up to their name.
After that first bite
of light buttery pe-
can goodness, well, it
was heaven! These
delicate old-fash-
ioned cookies cov-

ered with powdered sugar have a de-
lightful crescent shape, will quickly
become a family favorite in your house
and should definitely be on your Christ-
mas cookie list! 

Three judges tasted 17 cookies for
the 12 Days of Cookies contest. The
judges — food blogger Sharon Rigsby

and Insider subscribers Rachel Pienta
and Liz White — made short work of
the sweet job and selected 12 winning
recipes. We are printing a cookie recipe
a day and will feature the winning bak-

er and Cookie of the Year recipe on
Christmas Day.

Thanks to all the bakers who
brought in cookies!

Day 8: Buttery pecan crescents taste heavenly 

DEMOCRAT STAFF

Heavenly Crescents 
1 C. soft butter
2/3 C. powdered sugar
1 t. vanilla flavoring
1 t. orange flavoring
2 C. all-purpose flour
½ C. finely chopped pecans

Cream butter, sugar and flavorings until
fluffy. Gradually add flour. Beat well.
Add pecans.
Divide dough in half and roll each half
into a log 1 inch in diameter. Cut each
log into 3/4-inch pieces, and roll each
piece into a cylinder 2 inches long. Place
cylinders 1 to 2 inches apart on baking
sheets, and form into crescents.
Bake 14 minutes @ 325 degrees on
ungreased cookie sheet or on parch-
ment paper.
Cool slightly. While still warm roll in
powdered sugar.

Jeannie Barrett 

KARL ETTERS/DEMOCRAT

Heavenly Crescent Cookie s contain pecans and are covered with powdered sugar.
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).
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S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Movies

‘SING’ ALONG: The voices of Matthew McCo-
naughey, Reese Witherspoon, Seth MacFar-
lane, Scarlett Johansson and many more por-
tray anthropomorphic critters in the animated
musical “Sing.” Featuring a staggering 85
songs, it opens Wednesday and is rated PG.

A DANGEROUS GAME: Based on the hit
video game franchise of the same name,
“Assassins Creed” has Michael Fassbender
playing a criminal who is forced to go back in
time and live in the shoes of his ancestor, a
hired killer during the Spanish Inquisition. Also
stars Marion Cotillard. It’s rated PG-13 and
opens Wednesday.

TAKEN FOR A TOOL: James Franco plays an
obnoxious slacker boyfriend to Brian Cran-
ston’s daughter and the two get into it in the
romantic comedy “Why Him?” Directed by
John Hamburg (who also wrote and directed
”I Love You, Man.”) It’s rated R and opens
Friday.

CHECK OUT THESE ‘BABES’: Relive the classi-
cal era of Hollywood in “March of the
Wooden Soldiers (Babes in Toyland.)” The
1934 film, a Christmas staple about fairytale
characters in Santa’s Toyland, is one of the
best-remembered by comedy duo Laurel and
Hardy. It’s playing at 7 p.m. Friday at All Saints
Cinema, 918 Railroad Ave. in Railroad Square.
Admission is free.

MENDING BARRIERS: Denzel Washington is
a former baseball player working as a garba-
geman who must come to terms with life in

1950s Pittsburgh in “Fences.” Washington
also directs. Adapted from the play by August
Wilson, the rest of the cast includes Viola
Davis, Stephen McKinley Henderson, and
Jovan Adepo (from “The Leftovers.”) It’s PG-13
and opens Christmas Day.

Art

LEMOYNE GETS FESTIVE: Art is in the air this
holiday season when the LeMoyne Center for
the Visual Arts celebrates its 52nd annual The
Art of Giving holiday show, ongoing through
Dec. 31. Over 90 artists are participating, so no
matter what your fancy, there’s bound to be
something for everyone, as well as great
stocking stuffers. The public is welcome for

extended hours 10 a.m.-8 p.m. Monday
through Saturdays and 1-5 p.m. Sundays,
though they’re closed Christmas Day and
closing early on Christmas Eve. It’s $3 per
person, $7 per family and free for members.
LeMoyne is at 125 N. Gadsden St.

Music

HE’S DEAD, JIM: Stuff yourself with oysters
while rocking out to the tunes of Jim Crozier
with Michael Lewis for the Wednesday
Night Lab Session at Bird’s Aphrodisiac Oyster
Shack, 325 N Bronough St. The Common
‘Taters & the Turn-Ups are also expected.
There’s no cover.

‘BO’ FORTH AND CONQUER: Hear some of
the best Americana on the Gulf Coast when
Bo Spring Band takes the stage from 6-9 p.m.
Thursday at Bowery Station, 131 Commerce St.
in Apalachicola. There’s no cover.

THE COAST GETS WILD: Three-piece The
Forgotten Coast Band also has a set at Bow-
ery Station from 6-9 p.m. on Friday. Check
them out and let their Southern rock sound
take you away.

HOWL AT THE MOON: Tallahassee folk stars
Wailin’ Wolves Band will bring their sound
to Backwoods Bistro 8 p.m. until midnight
Friday. The restaurant is at 401 E Tennessee St.
and there’s no cover. 

WHEN FESTIVE SMELLS FISHY: Keeping with
Christmas tradition, Catfish Alliance will
bring their annual Christmas Day party to 5th
and Thomas, at 1122 Thomasville Road in
Midtown Manor. Doors open at 7 p.m. Sunday
and the band will tear it up from 9:30 until
midnight. Afterward, Raf the DJ will keep
things going until 2 p.m. It’s for ages 21 and
up. There’s no cover.

POST-CHRISTMAS BLUES: Fill the gap be-
tween Christmas and New Year’s at Blue Tav-
ern, 1206 N. Monroe St., where musical duo
Belmont & Jones will play some antique
blues during their usual Monday night gig. It’s
from 8 to 10 p.m. and there’s no cover, but
donations are appreciated.

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Holiday art and a Catfish Alliance Christmas
Get a jump on your
weekend entertainment
plans every Wednesday, and
pick up the Limelight
section on Friday

NEIL COKER
DEMOCRAT STAFF WRITER

DAVID LEE/PARAMOUNT/AP

Denzel Washington and Viola Davis in a scene from “Fences.” Washington was nominated for a
Golden Globe award for best actor in a motion picture drama for his role in the film and Davis
received a nomination for best supporting actress. The movie opens on Christmas Day. 

DEMOCRAT FILES 

Catfish Alliance will rock out for its annual
Christmas Party at 5th & Thomas on Sunday.

entries include a wide variety of media
and represent more than 40 area public,
private and home schools. 

Being chosen to participate in this
exhibition is a coveted honor, and the
student artists swell with pride to see
their artwork displayed in a profession-
al gallery space. Even more exciting is
to share that feeling with family and
friends during the exhibit reception.
The event culminates in an awards
announcement where select middle
school and high school artists are rec-
ognized with additional kudos. This
year Rocky Hanna, the newly elected
superintendent of schools, was on hand
to offer congratulations to all the art-
ists involved. 

More than 250 students, parents,
siblings, teachers and administrators
attend the event each year and they are
treated to more than just visual artist-
ry. COCA also coordinates a student
musical performance for the reception,
and this year, the Rickards High School
Raider Jazz Combo shared their talents. 

Jeremy George is the director of
bands at Rickards. He appreciated the
opportunity for his students to perform
publicly and said that “music is defi-
nitely important all year, but I think
involving our students in this holiday
performance helps to add just a little
more joy to the holiday season.” 

Tenth-grader Kaleb Thompkins
plays guitar in the ensemble and he
feels obligated to share his music abil-
ities with others. “Being a musician, it’s
a responsibility to the world, you’re a
healer. Music heals people. You can
change somebody’s life and their emo-
tions in three minutes, with one song.
For you to have that much power to do
good, it makes me feel good.” 

Seventh-grader Torkayla Phillips has

also found power in the arts. A visual
art student at Griffin middle school,
she sometimes questions her own abil-
ities, especially her drawing skills. 

In an effort to introduce different
techniques, her art teacher, Nikki Nico-
las challenged students to make a col-
lage with bits of paper. “They had to
create something that was interesting
enough to be seen through just one
color because there wasn’t going to be
any detail added.” Torkayla’s resulting
artwork received an honorable mention
award, providing her with a confidence
boost. “I learned that art is not always
about drawing stuff. It makes me feel
like I can do more than I think I can.” 

Eleventh-grader Joanna Wang’s
main focus is drawing and her artwork
was recognized with the Mayor’s Best
in Show award. She is an Advanced
Placement art student at Chiles High
School, and her art teacher, Kelly Little,
said part of these students’ experience
is developing a personal concept. “It
allows for exploration of media choice,
theme, and I require them to personal-
ize it in some way so that it’s more
meaningful.” 

Joanna’s artwork is done in charcoal
and it features a figure in a floating
bubble. It also includes a teddy bear,

which “symbolically represents con-
nections to childhood.” She adds that
“the surrounding bubble illustrates a
sense of innocence and protective layer
from adult cares, pressures and respon-
sibilities.”

When reflecting on why she grav-
itates to the visual arts, Joanna shared:
“Every time I draw something, it is
unique to me. No one has created it
before. It is a process that is not com-
mon in other academic assignments it
and allows me to be centered in the
moment.” 

That sentiment is clearly illustrated
in the diversity of artwork on display in

the Winter Festival Youth Art Exhibit.
Each student’s personality and creativ-
ity is evident, and the expertise of our
area art teachers shines through.

The show will remain until Jan. 9 at
City Hall Gallery, 300 S. Adams St.,
second-floor lobby. It is free to the pub-
lic and open Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Parking is available in
Kleman Plaza.

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Education and Exhibitions director for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for
arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts
.org).
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The Rickards High School Raider Jazz Combo performs for reception guests. 

AMANDA THOMPSON

Joanna Wang's artwork that won the Mayor's
Best in Show award 
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