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“They tell me this is my 46th year,” laughed Jennifer Corzine. After such a
lengthy career teaching at Maclay School, she can be forgiven for losing count.
The longest-tenured faculty member, her initial assignment was as a general
music teacher in the lower school. She quickly identified an additional opportu-
nity to expand the creative development of her students. 

“There was no band and that was my first love so I said, ‘do you mind if I start a
few instrumentalists,’” she recalled. Incrementally, she built a program com-
prised of students who met before and after school. After acquiring and retain-
ing enough interested musicians, she transitioned into Maclay’s full time band
director and she’s been at it ever since. 

Corzine now boasts a fifth grade, middle school and a high school band and
she enjoys working with emerging musicians at all different levels. “I love the
fact that I can keep some students for eight years. It’s so rewarding.” 

Many of her current band students have been with her from their earliest
opportunity as fifth graders. This marks eleventh-grader Eric Phipps’ seventh
year in the band. He currently directs the jazz ensemble and has developed both
musicianship and leadership skills. 

Corzine’s band students experience individual instruction and rapid growth. AMANDA THOMPSON

Gift of
music

Jennifer Corzine is the longest-tenured faculty member at
Maclay school. AMANDA THOMPSON
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Movies

IT IS ALL HAPPENING UNDER
THE SEA: Find out about a superhero’s
origins, the battle for a throne and why
Atlantis is peeved at humans in the un-
derwater adventure “Aquaman.” It’s
rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC
20, CMX and Governor’s Square.

THE ROBOT THAT FELL TO
EARTH: After landing in the middle of
the American military during an exer-
cise, an Autocon from outer-space
hides out as a 1967 VW Beetle in a junk-

yard until a teenage girl (Hailee Stein-
feld) from San Francisco takes the big
‘bot home in the action-adventure
“Bumblebee.” It’s rated PG-13 and
opens Friday at AMC 20, CMX and Gov-
ernor’s Square.

THE NANNY SAVES THE DAY: In
director Rob Marshall's sequel to the
1964 Disney classic, a magical and un-
predictable nanny (Emily Blunt) ar-
rives in the nick of time to help out the
Banks family during the pre-war 1930s
in “Mary Poppins Returns.” It’s rated
PG and opens Wednesday at AMC 20,
CMX and Governor’s Square.

NEVER UNDERESTIMATE HER: 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Visit cinema, hear live
music this Christmas
Get a jump on the weekend with Limelight 
Extra and be sure to pick up Limelight on Friday.

Mark Hinson and Kati Schardl
Tallahassee Democrat USA TODAY NETWORK -
FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 6D

across the Boys & Girls Club and imme-
diately fell in love with their program. 

“The thing that really stood out to
me is the many activities they had and
the price,” Washington said. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of America was
founded in 1860. The organization’s
mission is centered on enabling the
youth to reach their full potential and
succeed in the future. The clubs pro-
vide a fun, nurturing, safe and develop-
mental environment for adolescents to
attend during non-school hours. To
date, there are 4,300 Boys & Girls Clubs
throughout the United States, serving
nearly 4 million children annually. 

The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Big
Bend (Tallahassee) is a local affiliate of
Boys & Girls Clubs of America. The
clubs within the Big Bend’s service area
currently include Leon and Gadsden
Counties. They focus on the core pro-

Marquia Clemons received news in
late August that would significantly im-
pact the 18-year-old’s life. 

Clemons was one of two recipients
chosen for the Dixon Family Scholar-
ship. Her longtime involvement in the
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Big Bend con-
tributed to her receiving this scholar-
ship. 

At the age of 5, Clemons was en-
rolled in the Boys & Girls Club. Her
mom, Vanessa Washington, was a sin-
gle mother at the time, working hard to
provide the best possible life for her
child. Due to the demanding hours of
her work schedule, Washington was in
need of an after-school program. She
wanted a nurturing, developmental en-
vironment but also needed an afford-
able price. Washington stumbled

Boys & Girls Club alum
earns scholarship to TCC

See SCHOLARSHIP, Page 4D

Jessica Gardner
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

“It’s a very rewarding job ... I hope I can stay on several more years because I’m still excited about coming

to work everyday and I can’t wait to get to the next piece and see what my students can do.”
Jennifer Corzine, Maclay School music teacher

Maclay teacher keeps the beat for 46 years
Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See MUSIC, Page 4D
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1661 Centerville Rd. 386-8882 www.NativeNurseries.com

NativeNurseries
The Store for Nature Lovers
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You’ll find Soft and Cuddly Puppets
In the Children’s Nature Nook at

Native Nurseries!

Also Nature Books and Puzzles
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8-4!
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Please Join Us!

AService of
Remembrance

Sunday, December 23, 2018
Two o’clock in the afternoon

The New
Bevis Funeral Home

200 John Knox Road

Tallahassee, Florida 32303

850-385-2193

“Being student director is really fun because I get a
little bit of control over the music we play and how we
play it. Jazz is so open ended and it’s nice to be able to
change things if you want.” Eric also plays the trumpet
in the concert band and he has no plans to stop, even
after high school. “I’d like to find a club to play with
wherever I go to college. It’s an awesome skill and I
think it makes me more interesting as a person.”

Corzine works with small groups of students which
allows for more individual instruction and rapid
growth. “Every single class we have a goal. Sometimes
it’s quite a struggle but when we get there, we all feel
good about ourselves. We get to work on the little
things that make it music rather than just reading
notes which is very important, adding little nuances.
It’s great to see that progress from year to year,” she
shared. 

Sixth-grader Jamie Maloy is excited about his own
progress. “One of the things that Ms. Corzine told me
was that I caught on really quickly with the clarinet,”
he said. This Jamie’s his second year in band and he
anticipates that he’ll stick with it. “I want to keep going
because it’s fun, I just love playing the pieces. It’s a fun
way to express yourself.”

Camille Friall agrees and and says her two years
playing percussion in the band have motivated her to
continue studying music. A seventh grader, Camille
says she’s proud of how far she’s come in a short period
of time. “It’s a lot more than just hitting random notes.
Just being able to do the little things like drum rolls,
you’ve got to celebrate the little victories. Even though
it’s not necessarily the most prominent instrument,

it’s like the heartbeat.”
“Music makes me feel whole,” Camille continued.

“Receiving it is a gift but once you learn how to play,
you can give that gift to so many others and inspire
even more.” 

Corzine has given the gift of music to thousands of
students over her career at Maclay and she hopes to
continue doing so. “It’s a very rewarding job that’s why

I stay on and on. I hope I can stay on several more years
because I’m still excited about coming to work every-
day and I can’t wait to get to the next piece and see
what my students can do.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Music
Continued from Page 1D

Many of
Corzine's band
students begin
studying with
her in the fifth
grade. AMANDA

THOMPSON

gram areas of character and leadership development,
education and career development, health and life
skills, the arts and sports, fitness and recreation.

Clemons attended the Boys & Girls Club up until the
age of 11. A few years later, her mom was diagnosed
with multiple sclerosis. Clemons was severely affected
by this news, especially academically. 

“There’s been times when she first found out I had
MS when she wanted to give up,” Washington said.
“There were times where I felt like she just didn’t care.
She started acting out. She didn’t know how to deal
with it.” 

As a young teenager Clemons was trying to balance
her studies with helping take care of her mom. This
proved to be a large obstacle in her life. Clemons’
grades were suffering. 

At 15, Washington put her daughter back into the
Boys & Girls Clubs of the Big Bend to give her daughter
more structure. Her grades began to turnaround sig-
nificantly. 

“I had more help and there were more people willing
to sit down with me,” Clemons said. 

Clemons still vividly recalls the various programs
she participated in that helped improve her scholastic
performance. 

“There’s volunteers that came from FAMU pharma-
cy school. They would help with homework and power
hour. They’d do different activities with us. We had
different sorority groups that came out too,” Clemons
said. 

“We also had Christmas programs that build confi-
dence and help you become more outspoken, to be
able to speak in front of a crowd.”

Clemons graduated high school at the age of 17. She
was considering attending Tallahassee Community
College but financial constraints were a large factor.
Shortly after graduation, the Boys & Girls Club reached
out to Clemons to inform her she was a scholarship re-
cipient for the 2018 Fall and 2019 Spring semesters.
This news was both exciting and life altering. 

“My mom was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis
early on in my high school years. Money was tight and
she was not able to work as much as she used to. Grad-
uating at 17, it was hard to find a full-time job. I got a full
scholarship through the Boys & Girls Club that paid for
books and tuition. That took a lot of weight off of me,”
Clemons said. 

“I would have more time to focus on my studies and
not worry how I’m going to pay for things.”

Kacy Dennis, area director of the Boys & Girls Clubs
of the Big Bend, has watched Clemons matriculate
through the program since she was 5 years old. Dennis
discussed why Clemons was such a great candidate for
this scholarship opportunity. 

“She’s a model student, role model for her peers and
always involved in our community service activities.
Whenever there was a need or a project coming up,

Marquia was always one of the first ones to sign up,”
Dennis said. 

The Dixon Family Scholarship was established by
Kim and Sammie Dixon in memory of Sammie and La-
trelle Dixon, Sr. The scholarship was established for
those students who were first in their family to attend
college and were also members of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of the Big Bend organization. Every fall semes-
ter, two recipients of the scholarship are awarded full
tuition at Tallahassee Community College. Additional
funds are also provided to purchase books for the se-
mester. 

Clemons is now a full-time student at TCC. Her in-
tent is to eventually pursue a bachelor’s degree in busi-
ness management. In addition to school, Clemons
works part-time as a staff member for the Boys & Girls
Club. 

Dennis spoke about the abundance of knowledge
and experience Clemons contributes to the club as a
staff member. “Her being there from the beginning,
seeing how we operate and how different programs
operate throughout the day, is really helpful for her
now as a staff member. She has been able to take all
that experience from age five until now and put it into
the Club to be an effective leader and staff member to
kids.” 

Maquia Clemons with her mom, Vanessa
Washington, at the Boys & Girls Club of the Big Bend.
KACY DENNIS

Scholarship
Continued from Page 1D


	Tallahassee_Democrat_20181219_D01_0.pdf
	Tallahassee_Democrat_20181219_D04_1.pdf

