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Three judges tasted 17 cookies deliv-
ered by enthusiastic bakers to the Talla-
hassee Democrat on Saturday for our
annual 12 Days of Cookies contest. 

The judges — food blogger Sharon
Rigsby and Insider subscribers Rachel
Pienta and Liz White — made short
work of this sweet job and selected 12
winning recipes. We’ll print a cookie
recipe a day for the next 12 days and
we’ll feature the winning baker and
Cookie of the Year recipe on Christmas
Day.

First up is Louise Sokol’s recipe for
thick and fudgy Ultimate Double Choc-
olate Cookies. 

These cookies are so rich and dec-
adent they wowed the judges. A choco-
late lover’s dream, these brownie-like
cookies, which are topped with a mara-
schino cherry, are as beautiful to look
at as they are delicious to eat. 

Day 1: Double chocolate cookies with a cherry on top
DEMOCRAT STAFF

Ultimate Double Chocolate
Cookies
2 cups Ghirardelli 60% Cacao Bittersweet

Chocolate Chips
6 Tbsp. unsalted butter
3 large eggs
1 cup granulated white sugar
1/3 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. baking powder

2 cups Ghirardelli 60% Cacao Bittersweet
Chocolate Chips

1 cup chopped walnuts
Maraschino cherries cut in half

Melt 2 cups bittersweet chocolate chips
and butter in top of double boiler over
simmering water, stirring occasionally until
smooth.
In a large bowl, beat the eggs with electric

mixer until thick; stir in chocolate mixture.
In a small bowl stir flour and baking pow-
der together and stir into the chocolate
mixture. Gently stir in remaining chocolate
chips and walnuts.
Using plastic wrap, form dough into two
logs about 2” wide by 8” long. The dough
will be very soft, use the plastic wrap to
form into a log, wrap tightly and refriger-

ate at least 2 hours until firm.
Preheat oven to 375 and grease cookie
sheet or line with parchment paper. Roll
dough into 2” balls and bake 12 minutes.
Remove from oven and immediately gent-
ly push 1/2 cherry in center of the cookie.
Let cool on cookie sheet then remove with
a metal spatula. Store in airtight container
at room temperature for up to one week. 
– Louise Sokol

KARL ETTERS/DEMOCRAT

Chocolate lovers will appreciate Louise
Sokol’s cookies.

KARL ETTERS/DEMOCRAT

Ultimate double chocolate cookies by Louise
Sokol are topped with a maraschino cherry. 
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ACROSS
1. That moment when the word

you’ve been stuck on finally pops in your head.

ENJOY PUZZLES?
For about $1 per week* you can add our new
puzzle book to your subscription! 28 pages of
fun to keep you busy all week long!

GET YOURS TODAY, ACT NOW!
1-877-282-1776 • mention promo code P-A2

*Price per week based on a monthly charge of $4.35 per month (plus applicable taxes).

The familiar lyrics “my country, ’tis
of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I
sing” are a reminder that one of the
most rousing ways to demonstrate our
American spirit is through song. Since
our nation’s founding, music has served
to promote unity and pride, and W.T.
Moore Elementary is carrying that
tradition forward. 

The entire third grade, nearly 100
students, lifted their voices to celebrate
our country in a production titled “Sing
Out America.” Spanning a wide range
of musical styles and genres, the pro-
gram included patriotic standards, folk
music and marches. 

Students spent several months learn-
ing the material and polishing the
sound as part of the music curriculum.
Some students found that it stretched

them creatively, and the amount of
work involved surprised Adyson Glass.
“I learned that it’s kind of hard to get to
where we are now,” she said.

Amor London-Johnson reflected on
what she enjoyed most about the per-
formance. “The melody is my favorite.
It’s the tune and when you sing songs it
sounds really good.” The production
also featured several different kinds of
percussion and Orff instruments. John
Morgan got to play the triangle. “It
makes a high-pitched metal-on-metal
sound,” he explained. “I like playing the
instruments and I like hearing the dif-
ferent sounds they make.” 

Taj Ali admitted that though he is
sometimes shy, “I have a guitar and I
write my own songs.” He believes that
music brings out the best in us all and
has experienced that himself. “I was
born to be with music,” Taj said. He
feels strongly that it will continue to be

part of his life forever. 
That is exactly what Tina Mason

wants to hear. She has taught music at
W.T. Moore for 28 years. and her main
goal is “to help children become life-
long lovers of music who are purpose-
ful about including music in their lives
as they continue to grow and learn.
While they’re falling in love with music,
while they’re learning that they can
create music, they know they have a
voice with them that they can always
use.” 

Mason is also the chairwoman for
the school’s Kids Voting committee, and
the message of that initiative mirrors
her teaching philosophy, making her
work doubly meaningful. An election
year adds extra significance. “The

purpose of Kids Voting is to let the
children know that they have a voice
and we want them to use their voice.
But we don’t always win,” she cau-
tioned students. “We talked about how
even if you’re not happy with the re-
sults of something, you can still be
respectful.” 

“We have a schoolwide expectation
that Mustangs are respectful, respon-
sible and ready to learn,” Mason said.
“When a situation comes up that chil-
dren may be having a hard time cooper-
ating or listening, the first thing we’re
going to say is ‘Are we remembering to
be respectful?’ ” 

Mason recognizes that sometimes
adults forget this basic tenet. She en-
courages her students to set an ex-
ample and she counsels them “maybe
you can show us how to do it better by
speaking your mind and sharing your
thoughts but also listening to other
people’s thoughts and putting the 

‘BORN TO BE WITH MUSIC’ 
THIRD-GRADERS SING OUT WITH SPIRIT, COMPASSION

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

See Music, Page 4C

AMANDA THOMPSON

Nearly 100 third-graders
performed during W.T.

Moore’s Sing Out
America production.
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Curtis Alan “Bud” McCutcheon, Jr. passed away
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2016 in Tallahassee, FL. He was born
August 20, 1923 to Curtis Alan and Thelma Belle
(VanDevander) McCutcheon in Pitts-
burgh, PA. Alan served in the United
States Army from November 1943 to
April 1946. He was in the 94th Sig-
nal Battalion and traveled throughout
Germany, France and Belgium. Alan
graduated from Cornell University,
Ithaca, New York in June 1949 with a
Bachelor’s Degree in Electrical Engi-
neering. He was a member of Theta Chi Fraternity.
Alan had a long career in Philadelphia, PA with Sun
Pipe Line Company, a division of Sun Oil Company.
He retired in 1983 as Vice President. Alan’s hobbies
included golf, carpentry projects, vacation travel and
computer software design. After residing in Berwyn,
PA for 35 years and building 2 homes, Alan and his
wife then retired to Stone Harbor, NJ and Jupiter, FL,
where they were members of the Jonathan’s Landing
Golf Club. In 2001 they moved to Tallahassee.

He was a loving husband and father and is survived
by his wife of 67 years, Winifred K. McCutcheon
along with two children; Ellen McCutcheon Barnard
of Tallahassee and Curtis A. McCutcheon of Lan-
caster, PA; two grandsons, Brian “JR” Barnard (Kim)
and Christopher A. Barnard (Lauren) all of Tallahas-
see; 5 great-grandchildren; sister Nancy M. O’Rourke
( Jack) of Topton, PA and a host of nieces, nephews,
cousins and friends. Alan was preceded in death by his
parents and a sister, Myrl M. Beyers.

Memorial services are to be held at a later date at
Allegro Senior Living, 4501 West Shannon Lakes
Drive, Tallahassee. Many heartfelt thanks to the staff
and volunteers of Covenant Hospice.

Curtis Alan “Bud”McCutcheon, Jr.

Jill Yadao Pope, 33, of Tallahassee, FL passed away
on Sunday, December 11, 2016, from injuries sus-
tained in an automobile accident, leaving behind her
husband and four children.

She was born on July 2, 1983 to Ray-
mondo Yadao and Jane Wirtzburger
Yadao in Lihue, Kauai, Hawaii. Fol-
lowing the death of her father in 1996
and her mother in 1998, Jill was raised
by her Aunt Chris in Daytona Beach,
Florida. She graduated from Atlan-
tic High School in Port Orange, FL in
2001 and from Florida State University in Tallahas-
see in 2005 with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary
Education. After marrying Bert Pope in May 2006,
she worked as a teacher at Holy Comforter Episco-
pal School until the birth of their first child in 2007.

A passionate volunteer and children’s advocate, Jill
was a past president of the Junior League of Tallahas-
see and also served on the boards of Tree House and
Lee’s Place.

She is survived by husband, Bert Pope; children
Kent (9), Lilly (8), Banks (6) and Blair (4); brother
Raymond Yadao and his wife Janet of Kona, HI; sis-
ter Rae Ann Yadao-Butac and her husband Phil; sis-
ter Lianne Yadao and James Ailsna; brother Rollan
Yadao and his wife Celina; of Kilauea, Kauai, HI; aunt
Frances Yadao Bilog and her husband Mo of Hun-
tington Beach, CA; aunt Josephine Asuncion; un-
cle Juny Yadao and his wife Theresa, all of Kilauea,
Kauai, HI; aunt Christine “Tutu” Wirtzburger Brune;
aunt Judy Wirtzburger Lincoln and her husband Gary
Lincoln; of South Daytona, FL; father and mother-
in-law, Melvin Jr. and Kathie Pope; brother-in-law
Mel Pope III and “sister-in-love” Natascha Becker; of
Tallahassee, FL; brother-in-law Bruce Pope, his wife
Nancy of Columbia, SC; and numerous cousins, niec-
es and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday, December 17, 2016 at Trinity Methodist
Church with a reception immediately following in
Moor Hall. The family requests that Jill’s life be cel-
ebrated with Aloha. Please wear casual Hawaiian at-
tire to the service.

The family requests memorial donations be made
to the Junior League of Tallahassee, P.O. Box 13428,
Tallahassee, FL 32317, Tree House, P.O. Box 14331,
Tallahassee, FL 32317 or Lee’s Place, 216 Lake Ella
Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32303.

Kelly Barber of Bevis Funeral Home (850-385-
2193, www.bevisfh.com) is assisting the Pope family
with their arrangements.

Jill Yadao Pope

Death Notices
Deanda Sr., Bradley Allen "Brad" age 46, of Tallahassee, FL,
Sunday, December 11, 2016, Bevis Funeral Home
Dilday, Patrick age 70, of Woodville, FL, Monday, December 12,

2016, Abbey Funeral Home and Tallahassee Memory Gardens
McCutcheon Jr, Curtis age 93, of Tallahassee, FL, Tuesday, De-

cember 06, 2016,
Pope, Jill age 33, of Tallahassee, FL, Sunday, December 11, 2016,

Bevis Funeral Home
Pottschmidt, Jr., Norman Christ age 87, of Tallahassee, Thurs-

day, December 08, 2016, Culley’s MeadowWood Funeral Home
Ryals, Jimmy age 63, of Quincy, FL, Sunday, December 11, 2016,

Independent Funeral Home

Bradley Allen “Brad” Deanda, Sr., 46, of Tallahas-
see, died December 11, 2016, as a result of injuries
sustained in a vehicular crash. He was born October
5, 1970, in California, the son of Patri-
cia Bono Deanda and Claude “Budd”
Bodenhamer. He graduated from
Godby High School in 1989 and re-
ceived his degree in Fire Science.

Brad was a 24-year veteran of the
Tallahassee Fire Department, where
he was a Captain, and is survived by
his wife of 19 years, Sharla Gentry De-
anda; his sons Bradley Allen Deanda, II and Bren-
den James Deanda; his mother, Patti Deanda of Talla-
hassee; his sister, Kelly (Gevin) McDaniel and nieces,
Averie and Olivia McDaniel of Tallahassee; his moth-
er-in-law, Cathy Gentry of Tallahassee; his father-in-
law, James Gentry of Birmingham, AL; his father,
Budd (Diane) Bodenhamer of St. George Island; his
sister Mary Bodenhamer of Nokesville, VA; and his
brother John Henry Bodenhamer of Tallahassee; and
numerous “family members” from the Tallahassee Fire
Department.

The family will receive friends at Good Shepherd
Catholic Church on Friday from 6-8 p.m. Funer-
al services will be held 2:00 p.m. Saturday at Good
Shepherd Catholic Church, with honors to follow at
Tallahassee Memory Gardens. In lieu of flowers, the
family requests donations to support Brad’s sons’ ed-
ucation through the Brad Deanda Memorial Fund at
any Florida Commerce Credit Union. Susie Mozolic
of Bevis Funeral Home is assisting the family with
their arrangements. (www.bevisfh.com 850-385-
2193)

Brad Deanda

Jimmy M. Ryals, 63
passed away Sunday, De-
cember 11, 2016. Th e
memorial service will
be Friday, December
16, 10:00 AM at Inde-
pendent Funeral Home
(850-875-1529), family
will receive friends fol-
lowing the service. Pri-
vate inurnment will be
at a later date. In lieu
of fl owers contributions
may be made to the char-
ity of your choice.

  Jimmy’s enjoyment
was Th ursday night gui-
tar playing at Hard-
away Assembly of God
Church.

   Survivors include
his children; Brian Ry-
als of Tallahassee, Casey
Colvin (Mike White) of
Virginia, Jessie Ryals of
Quincy, grandson; Aid-
en Crosby, sister; Letitia
Peacock of Quincy, and a
host of nieces, nephews,
and extended family.

Jimmy M. Ryals
Patrick Walter Dilday

of the Woodville area
completed his earth-
ly journey on Mon-
day, December 12, 2016.
He was born in Sioux
Falls, South Dakota,
only child of Anna Ma-
rie and Charles Dilday,
who both died when he
was in his teens.  He at-
tended the University of
Minnesota and served in
the U.S. Navy.

He is survived by his
wife and partner of 36
years, Judith Stricklin,
and her children; Rob-
ert and Carol Stricklin of
Safety Harbor, Don and
Lisa Stricklin of Mariet-
ta, Ga., Nancy Guidry of
Tallahassee, and grand-
children Drew and
Claire Stricklin of Mari-
etta, Ga., all of whom he
loved as his own.

He loved blues guitar,
good machines and tools,
and bad puns. He will be
remembered for his en-
cyclopedic knowledge
of music and his fund
of concert stories. Fami-
ly and friends will gath-
er at the home from 2 to
5 on Saturday, Decem-
ber 17, 2016 to remem-
ber his life and exchange
“Patrick stories”.  Online
condolences may be ex-
pressed at www.abbeyfh.
com.

Patrick Walter Dilday

OBITUARIES

The Council on Culture & Arts is pleased to an-
nounce the recipients of the newly designed Arts
Education Grant Program. Twelve local arts teach-
ers have been awarded a total of $5,415.28 for class-
room arts programming.

COCA’s Arts Education Grant was initiated to
remove financial barriers for arts educators to ac-
cess resources and arts experiences for their stu-
dents, materials and equipment for their class-
rooms, and arts specific professional development
opportunities for their own continuing education. 

“We have outstanding arts educators in our area
and COCA is committed to helping them do what
they do best,” said Amanda Karioth Thompson, 
COCA’s Education and Exhibitions director.
“Though we offer a variety of services to assist local
teachers, we are thrilled to be able to support our
arts specialists in this new way.” 

COCA compiled a panel of volunteers knowledge-
able in arts education to review and score the sub-
mitted grant applications. They reviewed 26 eligible
grant applications with a total funding request of
$11,745.90. 

Though the panelists recommended funding for
all of the grant requests, the total amount of grant
funds available to COCA was limited. Based on the
panelists’ scoring and recommendations, COCA was
able to fully fund 12 projects led by:

Randy Baez, music teacher; DeSoto Trail Ele-
mentary School

Natalie Begley, art teacher; Cobb Middle School
Melissa Carlson, music teacher; Tallahassee

School of Math and Science
Katharyn Jones, art teacher; Ruediger Elemen-

tary School
Christopher Miller, orchestra director; Chiles

High School
Devan Moore, band and orchestra director; Fair-

view Middle School
Coni Preacher, art teacher; Pineview Elementary

School
Jefferson Tavares, graphic arts teacher; Apalach-

ee Tapestry Magnet School of the Arts
Leonard Terry, music and guitar teacher; Apa-

lachee Tapestry Magnet School of the Arts
Kim Salesses, art teacher; DeSoto Trail Elemen-

tary School
Christopher Seepersaud, guitar and voice in-

structor; SAIL High School
Sierra Service, drama teacher; SAIL High School
This program was made possible by the generos-

ity of Dustin Daniels, Chief of Staff for Mayor An-
drew Gillum. Daniels was selected as one of Talla-
hassee Magazine’s 2016 Top Singles. Each Top Sin-
gles participant raises money for their chosen char-
ity and, through a series of social and fundraising
events, Daniels raised $5,000 for COCA. These funds
have allowed COCA to make the dream of an Arts
Education Grant program a reality.

“This new grant opportunity will make a signifi-
cant contribution to the growth and development of
arts education in Tallahassee, and will provide some
much deserved support for the great work of teach-
ers from across our community,” Daniels said. “I
look forward to seeing these projects come to life,
and I couldn’t be more pleased to help such a tre-
mendous effort.” 

COCA anticipates that this new Arts Education
Grant program will become a recurring opportunity
and we invite local arts teachers to consider apply-

ing next year. More information about the program
can be found by visiting coca.tallahasseearts.org/
arts-education/arts-ed-grant. 

COCA awards grants 
to local arts teachers 
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS 

voices together.” 
Listening is a critical component of being a

musician, and in Mason’s class, students explore
and practice the act of listening in different ways.
W.T. Moore has a specialized program for students
with hearing impairments, and music is part of
their regular rotation of classes. Though Mason
admitted “it is challenging because music is audi-
tory,” she has a background in music therapy. “I
sign a little bit and I am very grateful and blessed
to have awesome and amazing interpreters who
help me all along the way.” 

The “Sing Out America” production included
one of the school’s interpreters and a rendition of
“America the Beautiful,” which was sung and
signed by the entire third grade. By celebrating
diversity and inclusivity, W.T. Moore nurtures
compassion in its students. 

No matter how young or old, no matter your
background, your beliefs, or your abilities, we all
share the same desire to be heard. Music is unique-
ly suited for that impulse. It’s shared across hu-
manity as a universal language and it creates har-
mony from dissonance. 

“Music provides balance and beauty in a child’s
life,” Mason said. “It gives them a chance to create,
to have fun and to be successful as they try how to
figure out how to cope with life. It can keep them
going when it’s hard, which in itself is a skill. What
am I going to do when life is hard, am I going to sit
on the couch and say ‘I quit’? I think music pro-
vides the opportunity to say I can do something, I
can be inspired and encouraged to keep going
when it’s hard.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Education
and Exhibitions director for the Council on Culture
& Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

AMANDA THOMPSON

Tina Mason leading a percussion group during the “Sing
Out America” performance 

Music
Continued from Page 1C
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